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PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1934
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
This was year in which Avery continued to search for money to ensure the maintenance of the
A.T. and publications related to the A.T. in Maine while, at the same time, initiating contacts
with Maine college outing clubs in an attempt to gain interest in the Trail and to recruit potential
maintainers. This was also the year of an A. M. C. expedition from Katahdin to Blanchard,
which Avery saw as an important example of how the Trail could benefit Maine.
With the route blazed to Sugarloaf, he was working to close the gap from there to Grafton Notch
and entertained a variety of ideas regarding the best routes. Of central importance, this was the
year in which he first began correspondence with James W. Sewall, Forester in charge of the new
Civilian Conservation Corps work in Maine, and provided detailed advice regarding where the
CCC might best work on sections of the Trail. But, he faced the limitations in the enabling
legislation that restricted CCC work on private lands—virtually the entire route of the A.T. in
Maine, and worked hard to have as many sections of the route as possible appear to support
forest fire prevention and suppression efforts, which were allowed under the law.
Avery relied heavily on Game Wardens Helon Taylor and Ralph Phillips to scout and blaze the
route from Sugarloaf across to Abraham and Saddleback, then down to Route 4, following the
general ideas developed by Comey in 1925 and 1929. From Route 4 to Grafton Notch remained
a challenge, although Comey’s ideas provided one alternative and Comey and Edgerly provided
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additional advice. Comey was particularly keen on having the Trail routed over Elephant Mt. and
Old Blue Mt. The route in western Maine involved lands of the Brown Company of Berlin, New
Hampshire, which the A. M. C. had already discovered was reluctant to allow trail construction
across its lands—another obstacle to be overcome.
Avery continued his argument with Robert Moore over the spelling of “Boarstone” or
“Borestone” Mountain. It seems to me that Avery was wrong and Moore was right (and today’s
maps support this), but Avery was incredibly stubborn on this and refused to give up. preventing
the A.T. from being located over Borestone or even having a side trail allowed on the mountain.,
which was owned by Moore.
This year also brought the first involvement of the Bates College Outing Club under the
leadership of Professor William H. Sawyer, Jr. This is a curious case. The correspondence
shows that Avery, from the beginning of their association, expected that Bates would blaze the
Trail, construct the Trail, and maintain the Trail from Saddleback to Grafton Notch. He
accordingly stroked Sawyer’s ego and regularly praised the Bates efforts far beyond actual
accomplishment. In late June, Sawyer and three Bates O. C. members walked over one version
of the proposed route from the Andover-B Hill Road to Route 4, aided considerably by two
Maine guides who accompanied them much of the way. They followed a route already scouted
by Comey and his friends and, in part, by the Eastern States Mountain Club. Sawyer reported
completion of the trip by telegram to Avery at the A. T. Conference in Rutland, Vermont, and
sent Avery a detailed report on 13 July. An amazing account of the Bates exploration appeared
in the 5 October 1934 Lewiston Sun claiming that the group had undertaken “the job of scouting
and blazing the last uncompleted section of the Appalachian Trail, a footpath that starts from Mt.
Oglethorpe, near Atlanta, Ga., and finishes at the summit of Mt. Katahdin in Maine, a distance of
two thousand and fifty miles.” This rather exaggerated account from the Bates student
newsletter fails to mention the game wardens who provided significant help to the Sawyer party,
does not mention that the route “pioneered” by the party had already been scouted by Comey and
his friends and the Eastern States group, and ignores the fact that no route had yet been blazed
from the Andover-B Hill Road to Grafton Notch, so this was clearly not “the last uncompleted
section of the Appalachian Trail”. They also did not climb Saddleback at all. I have added to this
record an account written by the Bates students themselves that reveals much about this
expedition. Avery was disappointed that Sawyer had not scouted over Old Blue and pressed him
to do so. Sawyer kept promising, but never did the job. Despite the exaggeration of the 1934
effort, after the CCC had cleared the route from Saddleback to the Andover-B Hill Road, Bates
did a magnificent job of maintaining this route (40 miles) for many years and were instrumental
in helping build several relocations in western Maine in the 1950s and 1970s.
Avery himself hiked over the route from Blanchard to Bigelow Village late in the year, the first
time that he had ever set foot on Mt. Bigelow.
The C.C.C. did no work on the A.T. in 1934 except for the Hunt Trail, where work was under
the supervision of National Park Service Landscape Architect Arthur Sylvester. Avery’s
comments to Sylvester provide an interesting footnote to the question of marking trails:
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“I think our differing points of view as to the advisability of blazing the trails may be traced to
our backgrounds in connection with this work. To a woodsman, blazes are not only natural but
from time immemorial have indicated a way through the woods. Rather than being artificial they
are very natural to him. He relies on them and wants to find them. I think I can assure you that
no Katahdin visitor will criticize you for blazing trails. It is a part of the technique. Not blazing
them calls for an explanation, rather. I rather imagine that the application of landscape
architecture principles to areas like this brings new problems. So as one Katahdin traveler I
would like to allay any fear of criticism of destroying natural surroundings or a primeval
wilderness in blazing an occasional tree.”
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January, 1934. MAILING LIST, APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE (Revised
January 1934)
[This typed list is 19 pages long and I have not transcribed it.]
{Copy sent Torrey, Miss Kempt. Original in A.T. file. Copy sent Mrs. Watson for copying.}
January 4, 1934. Edgar Heermance to A.C. Comey
Dear Mr. Comey:
After reading Mr. Avery’s communication to the Steering Committee, I feel that he makes out a
good case. I advocate our cutting the string which we rather hurriedly tied around our
appropriation for the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and allowing our $50 to go for new
construction, without further conditions.
{Copied by Avery to Flint, Larrabe, Dickson, Bacon}
January 7, 1934. THE MYSTERY OF JIM WHYTE AND HIS WOODLAND
“LOOKOUT”, by Roland J. Sawyer, Jr. Boston Herald.
In a hospital down Jersey way, early in this past summer of 1933, a lonely speechless man,
James Barton Whyte, passed on to "meet his Maker." The death notices, which appeared in the
papers on the following morning, would not have excited the curiosity of a casual reader, but had
he been able to read between those few lines of six point, our reader would probably have
puckered his brows, adjusted his glasses and lost himself in the story told there. For the death of
this solitary individual, who lived for a great number of years alone, up on the deserted woodland
hillside known as "The Lookout" in the deep Maine woods township of Onawa brought to light
the story - true in every fact - of a modern adventurer, a man of whom sailors weave yarns in the
fo'csle; of whom loggers boast in their tales of the woods; a man of whom authors dream; the
always interesting story of the man who was different.
It is a winter's night in Maine. Snow, 2 feet and more, covers the great forest. A cold platinum
moon shines down upon Borestone mountain and a vast expanse of wild country. Far below the
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rock peak of a winding ribbon cuts a swath through the tall timber marking the zig-zag course of
a railroad. The distant rumbling of an approaching train breaks the perfect stillness.
Simultaneously a dark speck mars the silver whiteness of the railroad. Magnified the speck
becomes a man. Clad in a great coat the figure forsakes the protecting forest shadows, moves
slowly up the track to a nearby semaphore and takes up his stand - waiting.
A white beam of light cuts a channel through the semi-darkness and the express pounds down the
grade. The lone man appears on the alert; he watches the approaching train intently. The engine
races by, the coaches are abreast. A small box, hurled suddenly from one of the cars, strikes the
snow near the waiting figure. The train speeds onward; a curve in the track hides the last car; its
roar becomes muffled. All is over within a few seconds. But the man remains motionless - his
figure partially hidden by the blackness of the semaphore. With the last, faint echo of the express
dying away the man glides forward, retrieves the package, and fades into the night.
THE' OPIUM RACKET
New York's Chinatown. A heavy, dull night. Rising above the din of the street comes the harsh
rumble of the Third Avenue elevated. A taxi draws up to the curb. Out steps a man, wrapped in
a great coat, a bulging travelling bag in tow. With collar high and hat close hauled, he turns up
the street, soon vanishing in the blackness of an alley. The taxi waits. Within the hour its
passenger returns, bag swinging in hand. The cab moves off. Later a Grand Central ticket agent
makes reservations for a "lower" on that night’s State of Maine express.
Smugglers of narcotics are constantly at the game of trying new schemes to outwit the everwatchful, sharp-eyed federal agents of the United States government. Always are these
perspicacious inspectors on the lookout for racketeers to outsmart the law through some new
loophole. It is seldom that a dope smuggling scheme is long police-proof. But once in a "blue
moon" a smuggler gets away with it.
The death of Jim Whyte, aside from bringing to light many intensely interesting experiences, laid
wide open the story of an opium smuggling racket, which was successful for an unknown
number of years - successful probably because Jim Whyte was able to play a lone hand in his
own territory. Let us roll back the years to the days of the civil war.
During the early '60s a carriage maker in the city of New York, Boesene by name, became the
father of a son whom he baptized William. Judged by his later life, William must surely have
been a rollicking boisterous lad. At 'his 16th birthday young Will had long felt an irresistible
urge for adventure. The sea offered the opportunity; a family quarrel the necessary impetus. A
mere sapling of a lad, the romantic youth set out to "make his way in the world" -one out of
many, but one of few who was to see his dreams of adventure become a lifetime of reality.
JOINED GERMAN NAVY
The patriotic blood of. his forebears still flowing in his veins. Will joined up with the Germany
navy, and for several years he sailed on German fighting ships, a youth still of apprentice age
being educated by the ultimate and final method - experience - and learning rapidly too.
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To what rank he climbed as a fighting sailor will probably never be known, but at length Will
grew tired of the German navy. He shipped before the mast of merchant marines; later he tasted
life aboard a whaler; still later he sailed new seas aboard tramp ships. From one corner of the
globe to the other he wandered. On the barbary coast, at Port Said, from Shanghai to London,
Will Boesene was always at home.
Fate, chance, and fortune drove him to remote parts of the earth. He dived for pearls in the South
Seas; he prospected for gold in the hills of Idaho; he became master of his own trader and sailed
the China Sea as an Oriental merchant; in western ports or far-eastern posts he plied his skill to a
hundred different ventures. What fortunes befell him along his path only the reader can guess.
Judged from his days that are known, and from what little crept out in his conversations of old
age. Will Boesene’s youth was packed with hazard and glory. Will, out of many started, ran the
gauntlet victorious.
There came a day, some 20 years later, when Will's fates brought him to New York. He returned
to his old home to find his mother loving as of yesterday, waiting. His father had passed away.
Cheered to have "Young Will" at home again the elderly lady provoked him to tarry awhile. Will,
enjoying the comforts of a life so long forgotten, did tarry.
Restless by nature however, he undertook a new adventure - one far removed from his vagabond
life. Will Boosene married. All went well for a spell. But domestic troubles upset the family
(three now with the birth of a daughter) and this plus the growing desires for the unfettered life in
the open soon brought the destined result. Ere long the wife and child had seen the last for many
years to come of the husband and father - Will Boesene dropped out from sight.
HOW A LEGEND STARTED.
Sometime about the year ‘95 a stranger moved into the wild and wooded section of Onawa, Me.
Perhaps not a complete stranger, for the gentleman in question had been a summer visitor in that
wild and unspoiled country two years before. And visitors, summer or winter, were rare and so
generally known by the local folk of those days. Little did the inhabitants of that north country
realize that with the gossip - "Jim Whyte, that summer boarder over t'the lake bought the hill
back'er Little Wilson Stream and's gonna settle down in the trappers cabin" - a story had been
started which was to become a legend of the land; and a story for which many chapters had yet to
be told.
For so in fact had a certain James Barton Whyte purchased the whole great hillside which lies
between Little and Big Wilson Streams, just west of Borestone mountain. Here he moved shortly,
brought a wealth of goods and chattels, and established himself. It was not a great while after his
arrival that a second outsider came to this hilltop cabin and took up abode. Who? Where from?
Why? The same mystery accompanied the second arrival as the first. - Jim gave out that she was
his "wife". At any rate Tess Whyte she called herself; and she stuck by Jim. Well nigh to 20
years the two dwelt on the hill, known today as the A.M.C. sign tells us as "Jim Whyte’s LookOut". During all that time the two had few whom they called friend. And even these few were
cautious. The word that Jim Whyte was a "strange man" was not long in spreading.
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Folk grew curious. Rumors and idle talk floated about; fact became fancy. Some rumor; the rest
imagination. Jim's "arsenal" was always a favorite issue. On every wall, in barn or cabin, hung a
loaded rifle. No matter where he might turn, Jim could always lay hand on a primed firearm.
Many hours of target practice during the first dozen years and after made Jim the crack shot of
these woodlands. All knew this, and all took heed that no offence come his way. Women called
him dangerous; men, returning from the hunt along the deer run a few rods back of the cabin
generally avoided Jim's "cleared piece". But Jim's chief weapon was not his loaded arms; he
doubtless never would have used them except in self-defence. Jim was somewhat of a
philosopher, and being so desired seclusion; firearm display offered the most effective cause; and
Jim secured peace and quiet "far from the maddening crowd" indeed. Yet he did become a crack
shot “just in case -".
That Jim was afraid of somebody, there is little doubt. Who? The answer will probably never be
known. People wondered. A general theory that he was wanted for murder was well supported.
Each family in the valley had his own pet story for the supposed crime. But Jim's crime, say all
who knew him, could not have been murder.
Those few friends of Jim's brought many stories to eager listeners. Each fresh yarn, true to be
sure, only added to the mystery. His cabin they said was always immaculate. No, it was not Tess
who was responsible, for throughout his later 15 years (more or less) of single life, Jim was
always the "state's finest housekeeper”. Cook? Jim could cook anything. His spreads of rich but
simple country variety would have made loggers of Paul Bunyan, reputed to be the best fed
woodsmen in all America, lick their tongues in anticipation. This peculiar knack was the envy of
every buxom wife in the county; dinner at Jim's was always a delicious event. From his small but
fruitful garden and orchard Jim reaped a harvest of vegetables and fruit. His larder in winter was
the same as of the summer months, for Jim canned. His cellar - a cellar to be sure - contained all
the produce of the harvest. Shelves of canned venison, bear meat, blueberries and assortments of
vegetables all served to make Jim's table one of cheer, during those long, cold, blustery winter
days. With trout from the streams; venison from plentiful deer; berries from the woods; and an
occasional bird or two, not to mention wines of his own concoctions, Jim ate, drank and was
merry.
Eccentric is no fit description for this perpetual early riser who never missed seeing four o'clock
in the morning throughout his third of a century on "The Lookout". Jim was a linguist of no
small accomplishment. At least one who can fluently speak French, Spanish, Italian, German,
Japanese, and Chinese along with English has achieved something out of the ordinary. Books?
Yes, Jim had a library of a few hundred volumes. A sizeable one for an individual so deep in the
woods. These books lined the cabin walls, covered a variety of subjects. Jim was familiar with
every printed page. This led to another peculiarity of Jim's - he also wrote scenarios, and even
short stories. If any were accepted for publication, there is no record; but apparently this hobby
was enjoyable for its work - even without printed results.
His entire cabin, small it was, nevertheless housed a veritable treasure for that country-side. His
"arsenal", composed of the finest guns, his library; his choice and delicate china; sterling silver;
the rich heavy robes and elegant great coats; plus even fine linen - all these made the Whyte
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camp the envy of every wife hunter of the region. Jim’s life was rich, rich indeed. Yet this lone
hermit was rich in other ways than material wealth.
Jim was a nature lover. Long hours in the open, both in the garden and in "his" woods, gave Jim
an insight into the ways and peculiarities of Old Mother Nature that few men have enjoyed. Far
up on his lonely hill where human noises seldom ruptured the perpetual hush of the wilds, Jim
reigned. There on his lookout he spent many hours staring straight across the valley toward old
Chair-Back mountain. What he saw many would never see. Only Jim really knew that country every tree, every plant, almost as a man knows his own garden. Indeed this was Jim's garden.
Wild, natural, he is said to have described his little world as "really real" - and Jim loved it. With
this "Thoreaunean" perspective of life it is hard to associate the reckless years of Jim's youth.
BECAME MORE SOCIABLE.
As time slid by, especially after Tess packed up and vanished, Jim became more sociable. His
tendency to shun people became less marked; he gradually was drawn out of his shell into the
circle of folk. But he was not a general store gossiper. As little as he did put in appearance at that
"institution", Jim came only on business. At one time, with an apparent urge for travel, Jim
bought one of the first automobiles in that part of the state. He swamped a road, now long since
reclaimed by the forest, and drove his "horseless carriage" way to the top of his hilltop. Along
with the tendency toward the more hospitable attitude, friends began to notice a change in Jim's
economic status. He no longer spent money recklessly on whatever he fancied; he no longer
replenished his household goods with the most expensive of duplicates; and while still
comfortably off - relatively speaking - it was a well-known fact that "Jim had lost money".
Which brought up another question that villagers wangled over by the hour. Where did Jim get
his wealth? He was a cash customer, always. Folk never had ground for any suspicion that he
kept a large fortune. Mysterious, periodical trips away from the cabin every few months were
linked with his means of income. Some said his mother had left him a small fortune; this was
undoubtedly true. But why these repeated trips; why always enough ready cash; and no
explanation of either by Jim?
There came a day, about seven years ago, when Jim had a shock. It left him speechless and
practically a cripple. Friends remembered his mention of a certain fraternal lodge to which he
belonged that was "down New Jersey way". Through connections a contact was finally
established and eventually Jim was moved to a hospital in that state where the lodge cared for
their brother during those last tragic seven years till his passing in the late spring of 1935.
In the meantime his small but complete estate - almost a life work,- was gradually left to deplete
as it might, till today the woods have almost reclaimed the clearing, once a park, and weeds fill
the plot of fertile soil where once grew Jim's garden. His cabin was pillaged by prowlers scarcely
24 hours ere it had been empty. Everything was taken, robes, guns, linen, china, books, and even
the kitchen stove. Nothing remains today but a lonely deserted cabin far up on a wild, wooden
hill. If that cabin could only tell its story ...
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The rumor that Jim's fortune was buried somewhere on his estate led inhabitants from far and
near to come dig under and round about the cabin. The treasure, as is usually the case, existed
only in fancy.
With Jim now out of this world's picture, the true story of his life has gradually leaked out. The
man in the great coat; the Canadian Pacific railroad on Borestone mountain; New York's
Chinatown; Will Boesene, the adventurer; Jim Whyte, the lone man; all are pieces which fit
together into one picture - a puzzle to all till now - and even yet almost a fairy story.
Tired of traveling about the world Will Boesene wanted a world of his own. Through Jim Whyte
he achieved it. His life in this second chapter dovetails perfectly into the life of Will, the
adventurer. For when Will dropped from sight in New York, James Barton Whyte was born.
They are one and the same. Jim's abilities as a linguist were acquired in his early years as a sailor
as he knocked about the ports of the world. His extraordinary ability as a cook, his tendency to
keep the cabin continually ship-shape, and his skill as a jack of all trades were outgrowths from
his training first before the mast and later in the school of hard knocks. But where does the
railroad and New York fit into the picture?
When the fortune that was evidently left him by his mother had been wasted, Jim had to find
some means of making a livelihood. Through connections established during the old days as a
sailor in China and the west coast of America, Jim was able to work his police-proof smuggling
game. As soon as his accomplice on the train had supplied him with sufficient opium, thrown
from the train at intervals at the appointed spot, Jim would go to New York, peddle his wares,
and then return to the cabin until some months later his stock was complete to warrant another
southern journey. A strange business; a strange man, two sided if there ever was one. First a cold
blooded distributor of a really terrible narcotic; then a complete change to a sincere lover of wild
life.
Certainly a man who was different; a man who lived the life of the true adventurer; an eccentric
lone wolf of the human pack - Jim Whyte or Will Boesene was that individual.
Not an ordinary, or perhaps worthwhile philosophy, but surely interesting.
January 10, 1934. Myron Avery to The Call Studio
Gentlemen:
Thank you for forwarding the photo of Long Pond and the two photos of the Gulf. I think the
two of the gulf will be a fine addition to our A.T. collection. Will you kindly forward the slides
to me, with bill made out to Appalachian Trail Conference, in my care. I believe you charged us
75 cents for the last slides.
{Photos returned}
January 14, 1934. Frank E. Phillips, Game Warden, Kingfield, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
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Dear Sir:
Pardon me for not answering your letter of November 9, 1933. In looking over my papers I
came across your letter. I would be more than glad to be of any assistance to you that is possible.
In looking over your proposed route from Mt. Abram to Saddleback I notice that it goes to
Barnjum then to Saunders [Probably the Sanders Mill community on the Sandy River &
Rangeley Lakes Railroad] and to Saddleback that way. It could go by way of Redington Pond by
coming to the town line between Madrid and Redington Townships. In your proposed route it
touches an automobile road in one place so without doubt it would be best. There is a trail
leading from the firetower on Saddleback to a Federal auto route by Sandy River Ponds nearly
complete and this in turn would connect with the tract at Long Pond. The first thing in the spring
I will spot a trail connecting from Sandy River to Sugarloaf Mt. I would welcome further
correspondence.
January 15, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
The enclosed letter to Librarian Dunnack is self-explanatory. If it doesn’t materialize, we will
send the copies direct.
We thought over the dedication idea, which I mentioned to you, and concluded that because of
the complications the same result could be better reached in other ways. The enclosed letter to
Governor Brann is an instance.
Were you able to do anything in the way of preparing a request for the work on the Old Spec
area by any of the State Departments?
You may recall that they elected you as the Maine representative to the Steering Committee of
the New England Trail Conference. This Committee is its governing body. It held a meeting,
which, as I recall, you didn’t get a chance to attend. At that time it voted to appropriate $50 for
new work in Maine—to buy paint, markers, etc.—conditioned on a similar sum being raised by
the A.T. and on the outside. This condition seemed to me to be an unnecessary handicap. I
wrote the various members of the Committee, explaining the expense of the A. T. Conference in
issuing the publication on the Appalachian Trail (copy sent you) and the Maine Guidebook (to be
out on January 24th—you will receive copies). I asked them to remove this condition. I have
had a reply from Professor Heermance, writing Mr. Comey in accord with my suggestion. As
you are on the Committee, we might as well use your position. Will you, therefore, not write Mr.
Comey something on this order:
“A. C. Comey, Chairman, N.E.T.C., Abbot Building, Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.
Dear Mr. Comey: As a member of the N.E.T.C. Steering Committee I join Professor Heermance
and vote to remove the conditions imposed upon the appropriation of $50 for trail work in Maine
and make the appropriation unconditional.”
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{The letters to Dunnack and Governor Brann will be sent as soon as the Guide appears. We will
mail you and Mr. Violette a copy at the same time. We want to provide extra copies for the
Dept.}
January 15, 1934. Myron Avery to L. O. Folsom, Rainbow Camps
Dear Mr. Folsom:
Within two weeks we shall send you a copy of the Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
You will notice the reference to your Camps in the text, list of accommodations on the map. We
concluded that it would be simpler to let the Trail stay as marked but I hope that the prominence
given to the Camps will make you feel entirely satisfied.
January 15, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
The “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine” will be off the press on January 29th. With its
finances mortgaged for the next year by the publication of the pamphlet “The Appalachian Trail”,
and the Guidebook, it is vital that we make an energetic effort to move the Guidebooks. There
should be a local market. Can’t we make arrangements now to have a state-wide publicity
release when the book appears? It would be more effective to get it into many papers rather than
a feature story in one paper. Whatever is done, please see that credit is given Forest
Commissioner Violette and his Department.
January 15, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
I called your office while at Boston on January 11th to say that the Geological Survey people tell
me that they have received no requests for doing work on the Old Speck [Quadrangle]. As I
recall, there was a unanimous agreement that this be done both by the A.M.C. and N.E.T.C.
Time is important. If the matter has not received your customary careful attention, can you not
get considerable push behind it?
The $10 check for the slides which you said you could have mailed in January should be made
out to Ernest J. Crandall. I am hoping to receive it soon.
{Comey marginal notes: “Check sent to Torrey and acknowledged by him.” “I wrote Pike in
December. I have no copy of my letter. The A.M.C. recommendation was put over until this
month but has gone ahead now.”}
Undated letter [response from Peabody on January 17] from Myron Avery to Dean
Peabody, Jr., Brookline, Mass.
Dear Mr. Peabody:
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As suggested by you, I am sending a tentative schedule for a Katahdin trip:
Leave Boston 9 P.M. on Millinocket sleeper; arrive Millinocket 5 A.M.; breakfast at Katahdin
View Inn across from Station or G.N.P Hotel; hire transportation from R. H. Crawford, Togue
Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine; drive to York’s Camps, app. 30 m.; that day, optional climb of
Katahdin 7.3 m. from York’s or 5.2 m. from Millinocket-Nesowadnehunk Road.
Day
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Accommodations
Distance
Yorks—Climb of Katahdin or stay at York’s
Clifford’s, Rainbow Lake
8.6 miles
Nahmakanta Lake (3.5 m. can be omitted by taking
boat to outlet of Rainbow Lake)
8.1
Nahmakanta Lake – Layover; climb of Nesuntabunt or
follow A.T. to foot of Lake
Macdonald’s Whitehouse Camp on Pemadumcook Lake
13.4
(Taking boat down Nahmakanta omits 7.45 m.
of delightful forest walk.)
Lower Joe Mary – Potter’s Camps—(Can get boat
5.9
connection between Macdonald’s and Potter’s)
Lower Joe Mary – Layover – Climb of Joe Mary
(20 mile trip)
Yoke Ponds
14.05
Chadwick’s Camps – West Branch Pond (Limited
13.5
accommodations for 8 perhaps available at
Boudreau’s – 9.6 m. from Yoke Ponds.)
Long Pond (York’s Camps) (15.5 m. from Boudreau’s;
15.5
14.8 from Chadwick’s; climb over White Cap.)
Dore’s Camps on Long Pond on Chairback-Barren Range 11.8
(North half)
Monson (auto transportation from Bodfish Farm, 11 m.)
11.35
(Chairback-Barren Range, south half)
To Monson via Little Wilson 14.9 m. or to Blanchard 20.45 m. or climb of
Boarstone 4.1 m. (Catch late afternoon train to Bangor and night
train to Boston)
Total walking distance 111.4 m.

This schedule permits use of Guidebook data, travel in direction of previous familiarity and no
lost time by reason of waiting for trains. From Long Pond, on 10th day, arrangements could be
made, if necessary, to get to Monson, in a day. Train leaves Monson at about 2 P.M. and
Blanchard either 4:15 or 4:45 P.M.
An alternate lay-over for Nahmakanta might be Long Pond,
I confirm having told you that Mr. Philbrick has said he would be available if you wished to have
him aid as leader, with his expenses paid. His address is Geological Department, John Hopkins
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University, Baltimore, Md. I note that you wish him to advise you if he is in Boston. He is not an
A.M.C. member. Because of his knowledge of the region, his tact and pleasing manner and
knowledge of the people to deal with, I am very sure that any trip which he conducted would be
very successful.
The cost for 12 days at Camps should be for a large party between $36 and $48. $10 for auto
transportation per person should be ample. A $5 margin should cover contingencies. Thus we
have $51 to $63 for the trip, minus transportation.
1 think arrangements could be made by Philbrick to have cars driven from York’s to Monson’s-at owner’s risk, at small cost.
I have given you proof of map showing camps noted which will make the suggested itinerary
more readily appreciated. I may say that Mr. Philbrick and I have talked about the itinerary of
such a trip and we both feel that the plan suggested is the best.
P.S. Since writing this letter in rough, I have been in Boston again and talked with Gower.
cc: Ronald Gower
January 15, 1934. Myron Avery to W.E. Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Not having received any negative response to my several inquiries as to the appearance in the
1934 In the Maine Woods of the article which I wrote on marking the A.T. in Maine, I decided to
risk listing it in the Bibliography in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This will appear
on January 24th and I shall send you the booklet. So bear me out on this score.
I want to add a footnote to the article about the appearance of the Guidebook. Please send me
the proof for this purpose as soon as possible.
As the case with previous articles, I enclose a list of people to whom I should like to have the
1934 In the Maine Woods mailed.
CC: Mr. George Houghton, General Passenger Agt., Bangor & Aroostook RR, Bangor
Please send copy of the 1934 issue of IN THE MAINE WOODS to –
J. C. Maher, Trout Brook Farm, Shin Pond, Maine
A. H. Jackman, Care of Northwestern Mutual Life Ins. Co., Investment Building,
Washington, D. C.
Helon N. Taylor, Game Warden, Eustis, Maine
Frank E. Phillips, Game Warden, Kingfield, Maine
Percival P. Baxter, 191 Pine Street, Portland, Maine
Ted Whitten, Game Warden, Dover-Foxcroft, Maine
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Leroy Dudley, Staceyville, Maine
Thomas L. Dixon, C. C. C. Camp 56-P, Flagstaff, Maine
J. B. Dodge, A. M. C., Pinkham Notch Camps, Gorham, New Hampshire
Joe Boudreau, Third West Branch Pond, Kokadjo, Maine
Harry Davis, Fire Warden, Monson, Maine
Edward S. C. Smith, Department of Geology, Union College, Schenectady, N. Y.
Frank Schairer, Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, Washington, D. C. (3 copies)
Henry R. Buck, 650 Main St., Hartford, Connecticut
The Lubec Herald, Lubec, Maine
Manford Pickett, North Lubec, Maine
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson St., Brewer, Maine
Edward B. Draper, 128 State Street, Boston, Mass.
Neil L. Violette, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
H. E. Dunnack, State Librarian, Augusta, Maine (Personal)
Arthur C. Comey, Abbott Bldg., Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.
R. L. M. Underhill, 130 Warren Street, Newton Centre, Mass.
W. R. Williamson, 1590 Boulevard Ave., Hartford, Connecticut
Lee Wallace Gibons, 234 North Ave., New Rochelle, N. Y.
Mr. Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club, New York, N. Y. (3 copies)
Prof. Leland M. Goodrich, Brown University, Providence, R. I.
R. D. Stephens, Lincoln Pulpwood Company, Brewer, Maine
L. S. Cook, Division of Forest Engineering, Great Northern Paper Co., Bangor, Me.
Albion R. Rich, Lubec, Maine
Dr. Moritz Cross, 133 West 77th St., New York, N.Y.
Send 12 copies to M. H. Avery, Legal Division, U. S. Shipping Board, Washington, D. C.
Oscar Hamlin, Milo, Maine
Harold F. Birnbaum, 1 Park Avenue, New York, N. Y.
John M. Woolsey, 131 East 66th St., New York, N.Y.
Kenneth A. Henderson, 238 Chestnut Street, West Newton, Mass.
Kenneth S. Boardman, Federal Trade Commission, Washington, D. C.
Edgar M. Mills, Christian Science Monitor, Back Bay Station, Boston, Mass.
Alfred Elden, Spring Street, Portland, Maine
Raymond H. Torrey, 99-28 – 193rd St., Hollis, Long Island, N. Y.
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Mass.
S. S. Philbrick, Department of Geology, John Hopkins, Balto. Md. (3 copies)
Harry Davis, Monson, Maine (Chief Fire Warden)
Ronald L. Gower, 155 Oakleigh Road, Newton, Mass.
Alfred E. Edgerly, 17 Gray St., Cambridge, Mass.
Charles W. Blood, Barristers Hall, Boston, Mass.
Dean Peabody, Jr., 362 Clyde St., Brookline, Mass.
Benton MacKaye, Shirley Center, Mass.
Arthur H. Norton, Elm St., Portland, Maine
Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine
Miss Mary Jo Kempt, American Civic Association, Union Trust Bldg., Wash. D.C.
H. G. Avery, Lubec, Maine (2 copies)
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January 15, 1934. Myron Avery to W. E. Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Further to my letter of even date. If the manuscript has not already gone to the printer, please
substitute the following note for original footnote 1:
“1. Detailed description for the 173.5 miles of Trail between Katahdin and Mt. Bigelow is
contained in the recently issued GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. This
publication, comprising 80 pages with a map of the region through which the Trail passes and a
contour map of the Chairback-Barren Range, may be obtained from the Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. at a cost of 50 ¢ postpaid.
Please make the following changes:
p. 13 – Change 55.1 to 44.8 m.
173.8 m. to 173.5 m.
The attached should be substituted for the last part of footnote 6.
CC: Mr. George Houghton, General Passenger Agt., Bangor & Aroostook RR, Bangor
{1/22/34 corrections made on proof}
Along the Appalachian Trail:
7.3 m. – Daicey Pond, York’s Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Me.
(or Kidney Pond Camps, Greenville, Me., app. 8 m.; leave Appalachian
Trail just before reaching York’s Camps).
12.9 m.– Clifford’s Penobscot West Branch Camp, Kokadjo, Maine (locked, outlying
camp)
15.9 m. – Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
24.05 m. – McDougall’s Camps (Nahmakanta Lake), Norcross, Maine
37.4 m. – MacDonald’s White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine
41.95 m. – Potter’s Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine
56.0 m. – Berry’s Camps, Yoke Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine
66.0 m. – Boudreau’s Camps, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine
69.9 m. – Chadwick’s Camps, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine
81.5 m. – York’s Camps, Long Pond, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
87.1 m. – Arnold’s Camps, Big Houston Pond, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
90.3 m. – (or 89.85 m.) Dore’s Camps, Long Pond, Monson, Maine
98.65 m. – Bodfish Valley Sporting Ranch, Onawa, Maine
113.8 m. – The Thomas House, Monson, Maine
114.7 m. – (app.) Wilkins’ Buckhorn Sporting Camps, Monson, Maine
130.6 m. – Watchman’s Cabin on Moxie Bald Mtn. (P. O. The Forks, Me)
135.33 m. – Troutdale Cabins (J. M. Harris, P.O. The Forks, Me.)
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136.17 m. – Rainbow Camps (L. O. Folsom, P. O. The Forks, Me.)
148.47 m. – (app.) Sterling’s Hotel, Caratunk, Me.
156.75 m. – Steele’s Camps, East Carry Pond, P. O. Carry Pond, Me.
168.95 m. – (app.) Bert Witham’s, Dead River Village, Me.
169.65 m. – Ledge House, Dead River P.O., Me.
January 16, 1934. Shailer Philbrick to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
What a shock to be called back from the study of the rocks of the Andes to the woods of Maine.
One of these days I shall be completely overcome. However, here is my version of the Baker’s
siding route from 12.43 m. on the west slope of Moxie Bald.
To Baker’s siding, follow watchman’s trail about 1 mile (which puts you in and near the head of
a north-south valley) turn left (S) down valley about 1 mile; trail then angles southwest and west
along base of hill and around head of Moxie Pond.
Criticism of your revised version: I give it here:
“trail to Bakers siding continues along east side of Pond go south about 1 m., then W. and S.W.
around the foot of Moxie Pond.” I should state it as follows:
“12.43 m. leave telephone line and watchman’s trail to Baker Siding, taking R. fork (etc. etc. trail
to Baker’s Siding turns left (S) about 1 m. from this point and then west (R) after another mile to
swing generally west around head (south end) of Moxie Pond)” My idea in suggesting this
version is that I got the idea from your notes that the trailer would feel he ought to be on or very
close to the shore of the pond before he started south to swing around the head of the Pond. This
is not the case since the Baker’s Siding trail apparently (according to Joe Taylor) never gets close
to the Pond until near its head. Hence I wanted to guard against the complete missing of the
south turn about a mile below 12.43 m. which occurs in a valley with a hill between it and the
pond, not the type of turn suggested from your notes. If you get my thought you can word it to
suit yourself and I shall be charmed to bow to your superior judgment.
Regarding your proposition for ridding the AMCers of superfluous weight next summer: Who
the hell said it was 20 miles up and back on Jo Mary. My dear Myron I feel that that day may
have been a bit of a strain on you. I’ll bet you a package of life savers that it isn’t over 15 miles
and if Schairer or Jackman had made the climb it wouldn’t be over 10 miles. Imagine the
AMCers disgust when they climb that hill and find they have to shinny up one of those dead
trees to see out. Incidentally if there is a north half to the Chairback – Barren range it is that
portion of said range lying to the east of the summit of Fourth Mtn. as you say but I think it
ought to be the eastern instead of the northern. You write a brief on it and then pay my expenses
to get depositions (?) from the locals regarding the decision.
WHO IS PILOTING THESE EGGS UP KATAHDIN?
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I feel that you have done yourself proud in offering up my good character to Mr. Peabody. I
should love to make one suggestion but I never put much stuff in writing. Tell me about
Peabody. If he is to be bossman I’d like to know something about him besides the fact that he
went to Harvard. Is he old or young and is he a good boy?
I got back yesterday after four weeks at home three of which were spent in the libraries of the U.
of C., the Crerar, the Field Museum and Northwestern. It is getting to be a very interesting job.
What a day. Godfrey but I wish I were in Maine.
January 17, 1934. Dean Peabody, Associate Professor of Applied Mechanics, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Mass. to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
You have sent me an admirable itinerary. After considerable thought I still believe that this trip
should be led by an A.M.C. member and I am asking Ronald Gower to assemble costs and dates.
I realize Mr. Philbrick’s high qualification and wish he were a member. I doubt if the trip will
stand two leaders in the overhead.
May I call on you as needed for information?
{Copy: Philbrick}
January 17, 1934. Harrie Coe to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
If you will send me a story on the new edition of the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”
keeping the number of words down as much as possible, I will send releases to all the papers of
our State and will see that credit is given to Forest Commissioner Violette and his Department.
Why don’t you incorporate this in the story?
January 18, 1934. Myron Avery to Game Warden Frank E. Phillips, Kingfield, Me.
Dear Mr. Phillips:
I am very pleased to have your letter of January 14th. We have sent you under separate cover a
copy of the booklet on the Appalachian Trail. This will make clearer what we are trying to
accomplish. Within the next two weeks, we shall have from the printer, the new 80 page
Guidebook describing the trail route already marked in Maine. We shall send you a copy as soon
as it appears. I understand that you already have a copy of the N.E.T.C. Guidebook which
describes the proposed route in Maine and will tell in general where the Trail should go.
I have had considerable correspondence with Mr. Taylor and with Forest Supervisor R. G.
Stubbs. We hope next summer to make considerable progress in extending the marked trail in
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

16

Maine. As we see it, there are three hurdles on a 50 mile section from Bigelow to Summit
Station on the Me. Central R. R. These are from Sugarloaf to Abraham, up the east slope of
Saddleback and down the west slope of Saddleback. With the possible activity of the C.C.C.
Camps and other means of assistance, such as your offer of help, we hope to get by these
obstacles. We can plan more definitely as the season develops.
I am much interested in what you say about a trail from Saddleback tower to Sandy River Ponds
on the highway. Is this a new trail or a reopening of the old firewarden’s trail? I have a letter
from the man on the U.S. Geological Survey who worked on that Quadrangle last summer and he
didn’t find a through connection.
We place a lot of emphasis on the marking—using white paint blazes and the metal trail markers.
You may have seen some of the trail east of Bigelow and have noticed the system. To a
woodsman, the route may seem overmarked but we prefer to err on that side. The paint and
markers could be sent you. I am enclosing a copy of the Trail Manual which describes our
procedure. The advantage is, of course, in having the route all marked in the same way.
When spring comes and you find yourself able to take up the matter, we can discuss the
procedure in more detail. I am sending a copy of this letter to Mt. Stubbs and to Mr. Taylor.
Perhaps when Mr. Stubbs is next in that region he can make a point of seeing you and Mr. Taylor
and something can be worked out in the way of getting these missing links opened up and
marked.
The C.C.C. Camp is scheduled to open a route along Bigelow next summer. That will leave only
a short distance to connect with Sugarloaf.
In talking over the route with Mr. Stubbs last month, we felt that the best route was to go west to
Saddleback via Barnjum from Sugarloaf rather than through Redington Pond.
We are indeed pleased to know that we count on you. I hope Mr. Stubbs will have an
opportunity to see you before spring so that you can go ahead with your scheme of opening a
link to connect with Mr. Taylor.
cc: Helon Taylor, Robert Stubbs
January 19, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Today the revised page proof on the Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine went back to
the printer. The booklet on the entire Appalachian Trail has been issued. You have a copy of it.
Consequently, I am able to devote what little spare time I find available these days to completing
the half finished Katahdin pamphlet.
First, I am taking up the matter of the photos. Your letters of December 19, January 5th and 12th
refer to this matter. I fear that I must have written a separate letter about the Palmer photos.
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Perhaps it was lost. As I remember, the Palmer photos, there were none which were particularly
striking. So it is no loss.
I have therefore gone over all the Katahdin photos and have selected what I consider the most
representative. Of course, I can’t tell how many you will use, so I have numbered them in pencil
on the back in the order of their value. In all, I have selected 18 photos. If you use less, they can
be selected in order of their value.
As to your request for the best photo for your Maine book, my choice is Katahdin from the East
(numbered 1). (See the cut in the A.T. Pamphlet—we have this cut if you want to save a few
dollars.) If you want to use a different view for either the Maine booklet or the Katahdin folder,
I enclose herewith an alternative view from Sandy Stream. Also a view from the south as an
alternative to No. 2. You can decide.
The 18 photos to use are in one folder. The rejected Call photos I return—with regret—the
remainder of the Call photos.
I don’t know of any really clear photo from the top of the mountain showing the lakes.
If you secure those airplane photos, they may be well worth while using. I shall be interested to
see them.
Will send on the Stodder photographs. The collection is of great historic interest. Did you
receive any response in your request for the Fox photos?
I hope to be able to have the manuscript to you by the end of January, as I told you when I saw
you in Portland.
Did Mr. Comey say he had the tracing? I believe that this letter takes care of the photograph
aspect of the publication.
Some of these prints are mine. Can they all be returned to me when the booklet is issued?
January 19, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Arthur Comey
Dear Mr. Comey:
As a member of the N.E.T.C. Steering Committee, I join Professor Heermance and vote to
remove the conditions imposed upon the appropriation of $50.00 for trail work in Maine and
make the appropriation unconditional.
January 20, 1934. Shailer Philbrick to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I must confess that in the hustle and bustle attendant on the President’s plans for reconstructing
the nation I got mixed up in a CWA project for geologizing the under ground waters of the State
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of Maryland and find that my time is not my own nor any one’s else. Hence I am afraid I must
decline your kind invitation for the “Guide to the A.T. in Me. mailing bee.” It should be a most
pleasant time. I am truly sorry that I can’t join you. May I suggest that if you want to mail me a
flock of the guides, etc., I shall be glad to address them and mail them from here?
Where is this editorial board and who are they? They must be an intelligent bunch to let slip
such a glaring error as the one you pointed out to me. Next time you construct another trail I’ll
be more explicit, concise and careful with my notes.
I am sorry to see the AMC excursion go by the board as far as I am concerned. If this fellow
Gower is as good as he is reported to be, then I see no reason why he shouldn’t do an excellent
job. Any one of those AMC’ers who are used to the woods and exercise discretion and common
sense will do a good job. From the point of view of the camp owners I don’t think that it would
be worth their while to have someone who has been thru the region before as a guide on the
excursion. Now don’t feel anything of embarrassment about the whole affair. We both knew it
was tentative and I have thought of it only with that in mind.
You are lucky to be persona grata with Stubbs. (I hope that isn’t the feminine but I’ll be damned
if I am going to hunt for a Latin grammar to find out.)
I’ll be glad to see the guide book and maps.
P.S. Bear this in mind that if I am in Maine next summer I shall be glad to do anything in reason
to help out with this excursion. Why don’t you mention Lal Arnold’s name to Peabody or
Gower since Lal is an AMC’er and also know the country?
{Sent to Gower}
January 20, 1934. W. A. Hennessey to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Enclosed is a proof of your story. Will you be good enough to return this as soon as convenient.
The list of persons to whom you wish sent copies of In the Maine Woods will be taken care of.
Thanks for all your kindness.
January 22, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have at hand your letter of the 15th and previous communications. I am sure you handled the
dedication idea very well by dropping it.
I have written Mr. Pike of the Geological Survey urging the views of this Department relative to
the completion of the Old Speck Quadrangle in Maine. Mr. Grover, Deputy Fish and Game
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Commissioner, a native of Bethel, has promised to do the same. Also I have written to Mr. Paul
L. Bean of Lewiston, Engineer for the Union Water Power Company which has a close control
on the watershed of the Androscoggin River. Mr. Stackpole, engineer in the Water Storage
Department of the Public Utilities, seemed diffident about writing. He attends to State
Cooperation with the Geological Survey. Next I will try to get a supporting letter out of the
Highway Commission. And I will continue to seek supporters for it. I have written to Mr.
Comey relative to removing the conditions imposed upon the $50.00 appropriation.
I am glad to see that Mr. Phillips has come around. His route by way of Redington pond is
feasible but remote and it places Mt. Abram on a side trail. As soon as I can see him, I will
explain just why we prefer the route by way of Barnjum and Madrid. Mr. Phillips spent several
years living at Redington and by reason of old association feels more partial to Redington.
I have succeeded in having a trail from the top of Mt. Bigelow, along its crest and across to the
top of Sugarloaf listed as a regular project for the Flagstaff CCC Camp under Mr. Dickson. This
was done in the course of the recent revision of camp projects.
Mr. Violette has at hand your outline and recommendations for Mt. Katahdin and I wish to
commend you upon the brief way in which you presented them. Mr. Grover writes that he has
made similar recommendations to Governor Baxter.
There has been a proposal recently sponsored by the Millinocket Chamber of Commerce to
establish a highway up the West branch of the Penobscot from Millinocket to Ripogenus. This is
to be done under C.W.A. funds. This is so young that yet it has not gained great support but if it
does go through it may detract from the immediate interest in development of the Katahdin
section.
{Copy Torrey, Comey, Gower, Philbrick}
January 22, 1934. Three-page mailing list for Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine
MAILING LIST
GUIDE TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
Sent to
{copy in A.T. file; copy in Me. A.T. file (2); copy pp 1 & 2 sent Philbrick & Green}
Ovld Butler, Editor, Amerlcan Forests, 1713 K. St. N.W., Washington, D. C.
Richard Westwood, Nature Magazine, 1214-16th St. N.W., Washington, D.C.
R. H. Torrey, 90-28 – 193rd St., Hollis, Queens, Long Island, N.Y. (2 copies)
Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club, 126 West 44th St., New York City (4 copies)
S. S. Philbrick, Department of Geology, Johns Hopkins, Baltimore, Md.
Henry R. Buck, 650 Main Street, Hartford, Connecticut
Governor Louis C. Brann, The State House, Augusta, Maine
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Edgar L. Heermance, Conn. Forest & Park Association, 215 Church St., New Haven, Conn.
Will Dore, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine
A. J. Houston, Bookseller, Exchange Street, Portland, Maine
Robert L. M. Underhill, 140 Center St., Newton, Massachusetts
H. B. Draper, 126 State Street, Boston, Massachusetts
Ned K. Anderson, Brae Burn Farm, Sherman, P. O. Gaylordsville, Connecticut
W. R. Williamson, The Travelers Insurance Company, Hartford, Connecticut
L. K. Moorehead, New Canaan, Conn.
Dean Peabody, Jr., 562 Clyde Street, Chestnut Hill, Mass.
Ralph C. Larrabee, 912 Beacon St., Boston, Mass.
Edgerly, Alfred H. 17 Gray St., Cambridge, Mass.
Blood, Charles W. 511 Barristers Hall, Boston, Mass.
H. C. Anderson, Metropolitan Bank Building, Washington, D.C.
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass. (2--mark one copy “Do not remove”)
Green Mountain Club, Rutland, Vermont
The Library of Congress, Wshington, D.C. (2 copies)
Ronald M. Gower, 158 Oakleigh Road, Newton, Mass.
Charles H. warner, Fall River, Mass.
Herbert Blackwell, Watchman, Mt. Bigelow, Stratton, Maine
Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine
Herbert Martin, Patrolman, Maine Forest Service, Caratunk, Maine
Ralph Sterling, Caratunk, Maine
Viles Wing, Patrolman, Maine Forest Service, Flagstaff, Maine
J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, P. O. The Forks, Maine
E. S. Steele, Carry Pond, Maine
Helon N. Taylor, Game Warden, Eustis, Maine
Frank E. Phillips, Kingfield, Maine
L. O. Folsom, Rainbow Camps, P. O. The Forks, Maine
Harrie B. Coe, Secretary, Maine Development Commission, Longfellow Square, Portland, Me.
Percival P. Baxter, 191 Pine St., Portland, Maine
Robert M. Moore, R. D. No. 1, Box 28-A, Pasadena, California
Prentiss & Carlisle, Inc., Merrill Trust Building, Bangor, Maine
Thomas L. Dixon, C. C. C. Camp 56-P, Flagstaff, Maine
Ted Whitten, Game Warden, Dover-Foxcroft, Maine
LeRoy Dudley, Stacyville, Maine
R. H. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
J. L. Macdonald, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Joe Boudreau, Third West Branch Pond, Kokadjo, Maine
J. B. Dodge, A.M.C., Pinkham Notch Camps, Gorham, N.H. {2 copies; attach slip “Personal” for
Adelaide}
Arthur M. Fogg, President, Eastern States Mountain Club, 65 Pleasant Ave., Portland, Maine
Bert Witham, Dead-River Village, Maine
A. H. Jackman,
J. F. Schairer
Elwood Lord, Monson, Maine
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F. J. Greenhalgh, 2430 University Ave., New York City, N. Y.
Mrs. Emma Whitney, Lewiston Evening Journal, Lewiston, Me.
Wilkins’s Sporting Camps, Monson, Maine
McCleod and Call, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Sherman’s Camps, Big Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
E. M. Hamlin, American Thread Co., Milo, Maine
Alfred Elden, Spring Street, Portland, Maine
Maine Development Commission, Augusta, Maine
W. A. Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce, Bangor, Maine
Louis Wessel, Arnold Trail Inn, Stratton, Maine
Frank C. Hinckley, 39 Hammond Street, Bangor, Maine
Paul E. Atwood, Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor, Maine
Harry W. Davis, Fire Warden, Monson, Maine
Everett L. York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Maine
Alice Frost Lord, “The Journal Wayfarer”, Lewiston, Maine
Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
W. L. Arnold, Big Huston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
Chadwick’s Camps, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine
J. C. Maher, Shin Pond, Maine
Leon R. Potter, The Antlers Camps, Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine
Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine
Ralph York, Long Pond Camps, Milo, Maine
The Call Studio, Dexter, Maine
Clifford’s Rainbow Lake Camps, Greenville, Maine
G. H. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta, Maine
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson Street, Brewer, Maine {mail footnotes/2}
Neil L. Violette, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
Griswold, Merrill…Gaston, Snow, Saltonstall & Hunt, Shawmut Bank Building, Boston, Mass.
Bradeen’s Kidney Pond Camps…Greenville, Me.
Tracey, Wm. F….Staceyville, Me.
Drew, E. L….Bodfish Valley Sporting Ranch, Onawa, Me.
Foss, E. L…(Watchman, White Cap Mtn.)…Milo, Me.
Gilman, Arnold, Jr…Harvard Business School, Cambridge, Mass.
Gourley, Will…R. F. D. No. 3, Guildford, Me.
Packard, Burt M., Jr….R. F. D. No. 3, Guldford, Me.
Taylor, Joe…(Watchman, Moxie Mountain Fire Station), The Forks, Me.
The Library…Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Me.
The Library…University of Maine, Orono, Me.
The Library…Bates College, Lewiston, Me.
K. S. Boardman..Securities & Exchange Comm., Washington, D.C.
H. G. Avery, North Lubec, Maine (2 copies)
H. M. Boulier, Stacyville, Maine
A. C. Comey, Abbot Building, Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.
John F. Ward, 1st Selectman, Millinocket, Me.
Frederick D. Bonney, Rangeley, Me.
W. R. Brown (The Brown Co.), Berlin, N.H.
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Frank C. King, Woods Manager, Brown Co. in Maine, Rangeley, Me.
January 22, 1934. Edward S. C. Smith, Union College, Schenectady, NY to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I am returning herewith a map intended for Philbrick, addressed as you see, care of my
department, which I accidentally opened. I would forward it to Philbrick if I knew where he was.
I recall now that I did not answer a letter of yours last fall, and I had tucked it away until this
morning. This letter should have been answered a long time ago, but I received it about the time
of my mother’s sudden death, and a great many things went by unnoticed at that time.
You requested photographs to be used in connection with the Appalachian Trail publicity. I
think most of my photographs are in Biddeford, but I have a few here which I will look over and
about which I will let you know later.
One of your questions I can answer definitely. I have no good photographs of Big and Little
Spencer Mountains, except a distant one from Kineo. The several days which I spent around
Lobster Lake I was interested in fossils, and did not have my camera with me which I now regret.
January 22, 1934. William Brown, Acting Register of Copyrights, Library of Congress, to
Myron Avery
Under the law now in force the first step towards securing copyright in a book (which includes
leaflets, cards and single sheets containing substantial text) is to publish the work with notice on
the title page consisting of the word “Copyright,” the year date of publication and legal name of
the copyright owner.
Promptly thereafter “two complete copies of the best edition” should be sent to the Register of
Copyrights, Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. These may be mailed free of charge if
delivered to the postmaster. They should be accompanied (in a separate envelope bearing letter
postage) by an application and affidavit of American manufacture on form A1 and a money
order for $2.00 to pay the statutory fee for registration.
If the work is not printed from type set but is reproduced by mimeograph or similar duplicating
process and actually published in that way, form A7 should be used (it will be sent upon request).
Manuscripts of novels, short stories, poems, words of songs without music, or any other literary
work properly designated as a “book,” should therefore not be sent to this Office, as the
copyright law does not provide for the registration of such literary works in advance of
publication. Meantime, they are protected under the common law against unauthorized use in
whole or in part up to the time of actual publication, and no legal purpose is served by sending
such manuscripts to the Copyright Office.
January 23, 1934. Myron Avery to The Executor, Estate of Samuel Merrill
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Dear Sir:
In 1931 I had some correspondence with the late Samuel Merrill with respect to his trips into the
Maine wilderness. Mr. Merrill very kindly sent me the negative of his very fine photograph of
Katahdin from Katahdin Lake. This has been used in a number of publications. He also sent me
a print of another very good photograph of Katahdin taken from Hersey Dam in 1909.
I had expected to have the pleasure of discussing these matters with Mr. Merrill in Boston but
shortly before making a trip to Boston, I was advised by his son, Captain Merrill, of his father’s
decease. Unfortunately, I misfiled this letter.
Mr. Merrill’s Maine photographs—judging from the Katahdin pictures—must have been
extremely fine. There is much interest in that region and I have wished for some time to
ascertain how many of these photographs there were and what disposition was made of them.
If you will tell me where I should make inquiry, I shall be much obliged.
For convenience in replying, I enclose an addressed stamped envelope.
January 23, 1934. Percival Baxter to Appalachian Trail Conference
Gentlemen:
I thank you for sending me your publication No. 5 “THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL” and I have
read it with interest. Of course the Mount Katahdin region makes an especial appeal to me in
view of my connection with it.
I am interested to know whether or not on the Appalachian Maps the designation has been made
of “BAXTER STATE PARK” and “BAXTER PEAK”. It would please me much to know that
your maps have been brought up to date in these respects.
BAXTER STATE PARK was officially established and so named by the State Legislature of
Maine Chapter 103 of the Resolves of Maine 1933, the State having accepted the gift of the
mountain by Chapter 3 of the Private and Special Laws of Maine 1933 and Chapter 23 of the
Private and Special Laws of Maine 1931, and BAXTER PEAK, formerly Monument Peak, was
officially so named by Chapter 94 of the Resolves of Maine 1931.
I thought you would like this information for your official records.
January 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor, Me. Attn: George T.
Carlisle, Jr.
Gentlemen:
You will recall that you very kindly gave us permission to base our map of the Appalachian Trail
upon your county maps. I enclose several copies of the map; also some of Mr. Philbrick’s
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contour maps of the Barren-Chairback Range. Within a day or two, we shall be able to mail you
the guidebook.
We have made a number of changes on the map, as you will perceive upon comparison of your
county maps with these prints. Many of these relate to the Trails and other changes resulting
from the project. I trust that you may be able to transfer all these corrections to your tracings, so
that any future editions of your map may correspond.
Again thanking you for your assistance,
January 23, 1934. Myron Avery to W. E. Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
I regret that my letter of January 15, 1934, did not reach you in time to have the corrections made
before the article was set up. I regret the changes but they are absolutely essential. I return the
corrected proof.
I also enclose a copy of the map which we are issuing in the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE. I presume it is far too large to use in IN THE MAINE WOODS.
Have you given any consideration to changing your Katahdin map, so as to be based on the latest
up-to-date A.M.C. Katahdin map? Was not a copy of the corrected map sent you last year?
Will you please add the names on the attached list to those enclosed with my letter of January 15,
1934, to whom you wrote in your letter of January 20, 1934 copies of 1934 IN THE MAINE
WOODS will be sent.
I presume that you have all the photographs referred to in my letters of October 3rd and 20th,
1933.
January 25, 1934. Dean Peabody to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
There seem to have been a good many cooks in this Katahdin broth. However, I spoke to Gower
about leading such a trip before I ever heard of Philbrick in this connection and I still believe it is
the wise choice from the party’s point of view to have an A.M.C. member in charge. The
essentials seem to be that a) you and Arthur Comey want a party over the trail, b) and I want an
A.M.C. party somewhere in the Maine forest region.
The only handicap this trip will have is high costs at the camps. If they are too high, we will not
try to run it this year.
The A.M.C. party at Basin Pond last fall made no direct payment to Crawford. I do not know
whether the cook-guide Miller was obliged to or not. Herbert Towle can tell you all the details.
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If you are in Boston between January 27 and February 2, you will miss me as I expect to be
skiing in Canada. If it is this week, I trust we can say “hello” and talk this Katahdin matter over
a bit.
January 26, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Complying with your suggestion, I have prepared a release on the Guidebook to the Maine
section of The Trail which you said you would have sent to all the State papers.
The book will be mailed to you Tuesday at the latest.
If the Bureau can obtain and let me have half a dozen clippings of the notice from some paper, it
will be of considerable assistance.
cc: Torrey, Stubbs
January 26, 1934. Percival Baxter to Ronald Gower, Appalachian Mountain Club
Dear Mr. Gower:
I have your letter of January twenty-fifth and have read it and the enclosure with great interest.
The Winter number of “APPALACHIA” to which you refer has not yet come to me, and I shall
be interested to have another copy if you can spare one.
The Bill establishing “BAXTER STATE PARK” was enacted by the State Legislature and the
Park is now officially so designated (Resolves of Maine 1933, Chapter 103). The appointments
of the Commissioners under the second Bill establishing the BAXTER PARK COMMISSION
will not be made until ninety days after its enactment, which will be about March 1st, 1934. Our
Governor Brann is friendly to me and to the Park idea and will probably ask me about the two
civilian members. Your thought that I should be an honorary life member is a very generous one,
but I can work very nicely with the Commissioners and no doubt they will give consideration to
my suggestions.
Mr. Edward B. Draper to whom you refer is a most public spirited citizen and a good friend of
mine. I know of his genuine interest in the Katahdin country and if there is anything he can do
for its development I am sure he will do so gladly.
The letter which you enclosed from Mr. Avery is complete and everyone of his suggestions is
excellent. With your permission I am having a copy made of the letter so that when Spring
comes I can take it to the new Commissioners and to those in charge of the C.C.C. work.
Next Summer when you are planning to go to Katahdin I shall appreciate it if you will let me
know, for it would afford me real pleasure to accompany you. I hope it can be arranged and I
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shall trudge along behind you slowly and cheerfully, keeping up as well as I can. You are almost
a professional climber and I hesitate fearing I might be an incumbrance.
When the new Commissioners are appointed I propose to go to Millinocket with them and talk
with the Commander at the C.C.C. Camp, Captain Hall, with Mr. James W. Sewall and the
others in charge and we really ought to accomplish something during the coming season.
The establishment of the Commission will do much for the Katahdin region for up to the present
time there has been no one in authority to plan a program for the future. The camping situation
at Chimney Pond is distressing. The State really should neglect this no longer.
Like yourself and Mr. Draper, I, in a certain way, dislike to have roads constructed through that
region, but on the other hand we want people to enjoy the wonderful scenery and the out of doors,
and we must make it reasonably accessible and safe for them. You and I prefer the solitude of
the woods, but we must make a little sacrifice for the benefit of the greater number. Perhaps we
can guide these matters into safe and reasonable channels, so that the “NATURAL WILD
STATE” as is provided in the Deed, will not be spoiled.
With my kindest regards,
January 26, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
Your letter of January 22nd is extremely good news. With the C.C.C. project reaching to
Sugarloaf with the aid of Game Wardens Taylor and Phillips undoubtedly we can get on to
Abraham and over Saddleback. When you have an opportunity to see these two men, in light of
this development, undoubtedly plans can be made for their specific activity at the needed spots.
The problem of adequate marking on the newly-opened region is something we can arrange as
work gets underway. I will have the paint and markers ready.
I presume you received the copy of our general publication on the Trail.
The Guidebook will be mailed out next Tuesday. The Publicity Bureau has asked me to write a
news release which it will send to all State papers. If you don’t hear from Mr. Dunnack week
after next, suggest you follow him up to get some extra copies.
With the announced end of C.W.A. work by May 15th and the dropping off at the rate of
500,000 a week starting February 15th, the West Branch Road may not get very far. I suppose
that it is to go up on the north side.
Will you kindly have mailed to me a copy of the latest Forest Service Directory?
Within the next two months, I hope to be in Portland and give a talk on the Trail before the
Eastern States Mountain Club there.
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I see that the State passed the enabling act to permit purchases at Katahdin. I will appreciate
your keeping me informed of developments—there seems to be plenty happening.
January 30, 1934. Press release by Myron Avery announces issuance of Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. (Published in Waterville News Sentinel on January 31, 1934.)
Further progress in the development of the 250-mile Maine link of the Appalachian Trail, the
2050-mile mountain footpath extending from Maine to Georgia, was announced today by Harrie
B. Coe, Manager of the Maine Publicity Bureau in the publication of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. This 76 page book furnishes detailed directions for
following the Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 173.5 miles. Two
large, folded maps accompany this book. One is a 11 x 31 inch map showing the route of the
trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow; the other map, 11 x 16 inches, is a detailed contour map of
the seldom-visited Chairback-Barren Range. No maps have hithertofore been available for this
region.
This Guidebook is 6 ½ by 4 ½ inches in size, with stiff covers; it is well suited for carrying in the
pocket or the knapsack of the hiker. It is printed in a clear, distinct type and is very readable. It
contains frequent references to the history and literature of the region through which the Trail
passes. A FOREWORD gives general advice and information about the Trail in Maine. Then
follows a chapter on Katahdin and its approaches. The Trail directions are given in detail from
north to south and are divided into sections, in accordance with available accommodations. A
feature of this 173.5 mile Trail is that, in a 17-day trek of the entire section, comfortable
accommodations, in the form of sporting camps, are available at the end of each day’s journey.
The available accommodations are listed in sequence. The book also contains an accumulative
SUMMARY OF DISTANCES to important points along the Trail and a BIBLIOGRAPHY of
the literature relating to the Trail in Maine.
This book is one of a series of five Guidebooks to the entire Appalachian Trail; four have been
published. It may be obtained (postpaid) by sending fifty cents to the Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. The editor of the book is M.H. Avery,
of Lubec, Maine, Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference; the maps were prepared by Dr.
S. S. Philbrick, a summer resident of Monson, Maine, under whose leadership 54.8 miles of Trail
from Blanchard to Bigelow were marked last September.
Referring to the Guidebook, Mr. Coe said: “The publication of this Guidebook represents the
first attempt to make known the attractions of the Maine wilderness since the famous Hubbard
Guidebook and maps of half a century ago. This book covers a wide range through the central
Maine wilderness. It should be in the pack of every visitor to the region through which the Trail
passes. Of course, no hiker should attempt the trail without the benefit of this book.”
Officials of the Appalachian Trail Conference are very emphatic in praise of the assistance
rendered the Appalachian Trail project by Forest Commissioner Neil L. Violette. They ascribe
much of the success of the project in Maine to Commissioner Violette.
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Plans are underway to continue, in 1934, the trail west from Mt. Bigelow some 80 miles toward
Grafton Notch and thus finally eliminate the last uncompleted link in the entire 2,050 mile
project. A new trail from Mt. Bigelow to Sugarloaf, to be built by Forester Tom Dixon’s C.C.C.
Camp at Flagstaff, will carry the route south. Game Wardens Helon N. Taylor of Eustis and
Frank E. Phillips of Kingfield have offered to aid in opening the trail over Mts. Abram and
Saddleback.
January 30, 1934. Myron Avery to Percival P. Baxter
Dear Mr. Baxter:
We appreciate very much your letter of January 23rd, expressing interest in our publication, THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL.
On February 1st, we shall receive from the printer and will mail to you a copy of our 76-page
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. The maps and text will answer your
queries. Because of the limited funds—particularly after the publication of 1100 copies of the
booklet on THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, we could not incur the expense of drafting a new map
to show the route of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. So we were obliged to make use of Prentiss
& Carlisle maps, which we were permitted to do gratis. We merely added to these maps the
changes resulting from the Trail. As the maps were published some time ago, you will
appreciate our situation.
The text, however, makes up for any deficiencies of the financial limitations on the map. You
will notice that on page 18, Section 1, we refer not only to Baxter Peak and Thoreau Spring but
state the authority of the names and the former name. This seems to me an adequate and proper
treatment.
I rather think that we did not refer specifically to the Park by name. We state, however, on page
11, that it is a State Park, resulting from your gift. Is 5,700 acres the correct figure? I understand
there is some difference on that score.
If you have any suggestions or corrections for the Katahdin nomenclature or references in either
the Guide or Publication No. 5, we shall be pleased to have them.
On future editions—particularly on the map—if and when the Conference can publish it—we
can improve the Katahdin part of it. It might be well to outline both the limits of the Game
Preserve and the Park. You can do this better than I, and I have sent under separate cover two
copies of the maps which appear in the Guidebook. If you are disposed to mark in the Park
limits, we should appreciate it very much.
I have just written for Mr. Coe the text on a pamphlet for Mt. Katahdin which is to be published
by the Maine Publicity Bureau.
The enclosed letter which I wrote Commissioner Violette, who has been of such help to us in the
Trail project, with respect to Katahdin, may be of interest to you.
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Katahdin and Maine are very familiar to me. My home is at Lubec, Maine and I was at Bowdoin
from 1916 to 1920. I expect to be in the State in February or March.
I was much interested to learn that last Fall your party ascended Katahdin after we had marked
the route. On a clear day it may have seemed over-marked. But under adverse weather
conditions, with fog trapping the novice on the top, the verdict would have been quite otherwise.
This seems to me the proper standard. We don’t want Katahdin’s reputation sullied by any of the
tragedies which have happened in the White Mountains.
I have sent under separate cover a reprint of the first half of an article on the History of the
Katahdin Trails, a Bibliography of Katahdin, and articles in the April 1930 and September 1929
in the Maine Naturalist, entitled “The Deadwater Mountains and Story of the Wassataquoik”.
These may be of interest to you. I have only a few copies of the last and will appreciate your
returning it to me.
{Copy: Gower}
January 30, 1934. Myron Avery to Dean Peabody
Dear Dean:
Ronald Gower will show you the letter which I have from Philbrick. He offers to help in any
way in which Gower calls on him. Philbrick will be working in that region on a grant from the
Geological Survey. I think Philbrick’s offer is much to be commended. With transportation by
car the leader’s expenses should not add much to the overhead. I regard the “loadings” as the
factor which may make an expensive trip rather than a difference of 25 cents or 50 cents a day in
camp costs.
With your letter at hand I agree that there have been too many cooks over this fire. And I wish
not to be counted as one of them. Since the time when I induced all the Southern Clubs to agree
to subscribe to a quota of Appalachia at the direction of the defunct Appalachia board, and was
then compelled to write and say that it was all off and that Appalachia had changed its mind, I
have been at pains to avoid being pulled in and set to work on any half-baked, unauthorized
schemes. When your letter of January 25th came to hand, I wondered if I had forgotten my
lesson in such a short time. So I turned to my correspondence files. I don’t want you to have the
impression that I have gone around signing up leaders for A.M.C. trips. I understood I was
following your directions. The enclosed letters of October 17th and 25th, as marked, will free
me from any suggestion of proceeding in an officious or presumptuous manner. You will recall
also my letter to you. I was therefore astonished when you told me in December at Schairer’s
lecture, that the plan was to secure an A.M.C. member.
I am sorry to have to devote so much space to the incident, but felt that my notions and position
should be clearly understood.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

30

Prospects are excellent for continued trail work in Maine. The C.C.C. project, engineered by Mr.
Stubbs, will carry us to Sugarloaf. Game Wardens Taylor and Phillips promise to put us over
Abram and Saddleback.
For the welfare of future A.M.C. parties to Katahdin, I advise your looking into the question of
the use of the Basin Ponds Camp. Crawford leases that camp. People who use it are very
definitely expected to “contribute”. It is exactly like Dudley’s arrangement at Chimney Pond.
Without wishing to be quoted, I will say that I am greatly surprised that Crawford let Miller use
the Camp. He was much incensed over incidents growing out of Miller’s guiding the A.M.C.
party of a year or two before. He told us about it at length when we went in with him in August.
He must have expected a goodly return to forego his views toward Miller. I doubt if Miller paid
Crawford. My guess is that Crawford feels he has been taken in and is doing plenty of talking.
He will be there for a long time and may even be needed for transportation on the 1934 trip. He
is certainly entitled to compensation for the use of his property. Better see that he got it. Basin
Ponds may have been honored by the visit of an A.M.C. party, but even it can be expected to pay
its hotel bills. I [It?] may make as bad a mess as the 1927 party with Dorr at Togue Ponds.
CC: Gower
January 30, 1934. Myron Avery to Dillingham’s Book Store, Bangor, Maine
Gentlemen:
I have sent under separate cover for your inspection a sample copy of “Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine”. We would like to sell you a number of copies of the Guide. In lots of 10 or
more, we could offer a 40% discount from the retail price.
January 30, 1934. Myron Avery to Maine Governor Louis C. Brann
Dear Sir:
I have sent under separate cover a copy of “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”, which
describes in detail the Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 173 miles.
The Maine sector of this 2050 mile trail, of which only 67 miles in Maine remains uncompleted,
makes accessible the beauty of the lake, forest, stream and mountains of our Maine wilderness.
Much credit for the successful opening of this trail in 1933 must be given to Forest
Commissioner Neil L. Violette and his department.
CC: Violette, Stubbs {enclosed with Stubbs letter 1/15/34}
January 30, 1934. Myron Avery to A.J. Huston, Bookseller, Portland, Maine
Dear Sir:
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I have sent under separate cover for your inspection a sample copy of “Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine”. We would like to sell you a number of copies of the Guide. In lots of 10 or
more, we could offer a 40% discount from the retail price.
January 30, 1934. Myron Avery to H. E. Dunnack, Maine State Librarian
Dear Mr. Dunnack:
In your letter of November 22, you wrote that you could aid our project to issue a Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine by purchasing copies to the extent of $25.00. I have had 50 copies
sent to you from the printer and enclose a bill. I hope that you will like it. Moreover, I hope that
you will be disposed to help make the Guide known in the state by the various publicity sources
at your command.
It is apparent that 50 copies will be in excess of the needs of the Library. I wonder if you can
help further by transferring a dozen copies to the Forestry Department and half a dozen to the
Commission of Inland Fisheries & Game. Both have helped greatly with the project. Since you
have so many copies, it would decrease our expenses greatly if this could be done. Will you let
me know?
Again thanking you for your very material assistance,
CC: Stubbs {sent with letter to Stubbs 1/15/34}
January 30, 1934—Sold to the Maine State Library
50 copies of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine @ $.50…………..$25.00
Received Payment
January 31, 1934. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Shay:
I sent back today by express your Chairback-Barren map, valuation $200.00. Also enclosed with
it 5 Guides. One was sent separately.
So this is the end of this. Nothing left but to pay for the book. Have taken steps to get
newspaper releases and other reviews and publicity in Maine.
Note on your map “More’s Ponds”. The large map is far from ideal. However, the first edition
couldn’t be read. The dots should be the size of your map. To get the thing at all legible, we had
to take out a lot of stuff—such as the ponds in Little Wilson. I wish your map might have
extended that far. On your map the side trails would be a lot clearer if they were small dots
rather than lines.
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With limited funds the wonder is that the large map isn’t worse. If this map were enlarged again
(cost $4) and the photograph worked over—eliminating with Chinese white and adding to it, we
would have something. We should have taken that sort of a map into the field with us. Prentiss
& Carlisle have too much erroneous stuff on their maps. Of course, I sent them Guide and extra
maps; did the same with the camps on your map.
January 31, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
I had thought that perhaps I might have had the opportunity to learn whether or not the Katahdin
material sent with my letter of January 23rd was what you wanted. If so, it would save you
much work in this connection. I have had it carefully checked and, on my return to Washington,
the first of next week I shall have some minor changes made and the original forwarded. I think
you may be sure that it is quite correct and complete. My critics are very keen and know that
region.
Also you have now a copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and can ascertain just
what it covers and what Katahdin material it contains.
The situation with respect to the Guide is this. We have the balance of the printer’s bill of $100
to pay; the map bill is $38.50, not $30 as my last letter stated. We are anxious to continue the
Trail work in Maine but these bills must be paid first. We have to depend largely on sales. To
the extent that we can clear up these bills, we can continue the Maine work.
Now I haven’t any idea of the size of your Katahdin appropriation but I am hoping that you will
do your utmost to help us meet the cost of the balance of the Guidebook. Because of its
Katahdin significance it seems to me that a part of the appropriation could be used for this
purpose. Before I started to write the booklet, you will recall, you expected to be able to get a
check which would pay the map bill. This was in December. I would like to have $10 or $15 to
give the stenographer who has done the typing etc. Other than that the matter can be handled as
you see fit. I don’t know what you expected to pay for getting your Katahdin article written. Of
course since it comes this way, you can go as far as if the work were done elsewhere.
Perhaps you will want me to submit a bill for an indicated figure. Or you might wish to have the
Bureau pay for the 100 copies which we sent to the various people in Maine connected with the
project or able to help.
It is my hope that by combining payment of the Katahdin folder and as cooperation in Maine
publicity, that you can work out some way to absorb the map bill and make a substantial
payment against the balance of our printing bill. It is all Maine publicity.
I presume you duly received the news release sent with my letter of January 26th.
Please let me have definite word from you as soon as you conveniently can.
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P.S.: This is my typing.
January 31, 1934. Captain Gyles Merrill, Cavalry, Fort Riley, Kansas, to Myron Avery
My father, the late Samuel Merrill, made a number of photographs on his various trips into the
Maine woods and I have quite a few of them in an album which at present is packed away in
storage. At the first opportunity I will attempt to find the pictures and if I am successful I will be
glad to loan them to you to copy any that you choose. They were, in most cases, dated and titled.
The plates and negatives were given to my cousin, James C. Merrill, 73 North Main Street,
Haverhill, Mass., but they were not all labeled and I doubt the possibility of readily segregating
the Maine pictures from the countless others taken in Newfoundland, New Brunswick, Europe,
and other places.
January 31, 1934. Newspaper Clipping
Appalachian Trail Nearing Completion. Last Maine Link to be Finished This Year; New Maps
Chart Region.
Further progress in the development of the 250-mile Maine link of the Appalachian Trail, the
2,050-mile mountain footpath extending from Maine to Georgia, was announced today by Harrie
B. Coe, manager of the Maine Publicity Bureau, in the publication of Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine. This furnishes detailed directions for following the Appalachian Trail from
Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 173.5 miles. Two large, folded maps accompany the
book, one showing the route of the trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow and the other a detailed
contour map of the seldom-visited Chairback-Barren Range. No maps hithertofore have been
available for this region.
Plans are under way to continue this year, the trail west from Mt. Bigelow some 80 miles toward
Grafton Notch and thus complete the last link in the entire 2,050-mile project. A new trail from
Mt. Bigelow to Sugarloaf, to be built by Forester Tom Dixon’s C. C.C. Camp at Flagstaff, will
carry the route South. Game Wardens Helon N. Taylor of Eustis and Frank E. Phillips of
Kingfield have offered to aid in opening the trail over Mts. Abram and Saddleback.
February 1, 1934. Sold to Maine Development Commission
Manuscript for Katahdin folder (Prepared by M. H. Avery)………………….$38.50
It is requested that payment be made by check drawn to Aeronautical Engineering Company,
1254 – 24th St., N.W., Washington, D.C.
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
M. H. Avery, Chairman
February 2, 1934. Myron Avery to R. L. M. Underhill, Newton Center, Mass.
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Dear Underhill:
I duly received the notice of the Appalachia meeting next Thursday. I am much interested, for a
meeting after such a long interval portends important events. However, while I have business in
Boston soon, a week’s notice is too short to arrange such matters. Moreover, I am to be away the
rest of the week.
To report. I have received no reply yet from Wood about the article on the Youth Hostels. I
expect that he will do it. The activities of our map making firm have been absorbed entirely by
work on the P.A.T.C., Maine and Susquehanna-Connecticut Guides. This will be over in two
weeks and I really expect that the Guyot maps will be forthcoming—in ample time.
I have sent you our A.T. Publication No. 5 and The Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
(Incidentally, this cost about one-third of the N.E.T.C. Guidebook.) Within a month, the second
edition of Guide to Paths in the Blue Ridge will follow the other two of the slaughter. Produced
neither under the aegis of A.M.C. nor of Harvard nor of Boston, these should be good red meat.
You will have a pleasant evening. And, as with the case of the last edition, I shall count on the
pleasure of a preview of your efforts.
You will note that we have benefitted from two of your suggestions. All sources of water are
italicized. The sections—particularly Maine—contain a brief general resume of the trail in the
opening paragraph. The opening chapters (new) in the P.A.T.C. Guide meet another of your
objections. So your missionary efforts were not entirely wasted.
Lest you call me on it, I want to say that omitting “Courtesy, Appalachia” on the cut of Big Bald
in the folder on the Appalachian Trail, was solely my oversight. I can remedy it on future
editions. This gives us something which we have never had available—the whole story in one
publication. Hithertofore, the Trail was developing and changing so rapidly that any publication
was obsolete over night.
Of course the Maine Guide should have been a Supplement to the New England book. However,
no prospect of making the data immediately available and the irksome necessity of subjecting
everything to superior wisdom, led us to bring it out in the form which we wanted. This is a
satisfaction in itself—even if a secession. After, if ever, the editorial board on the other Guide
had finished with its paring, etc., I might have recognized the title to the Maine section.
Instead of thinking that the maps in the Maine book could be improved, perhaps you will feel
that the Conference, with all its limited funds, has done extremely well to issue these
publications at all. What we need in the Maine Guide is a map of the White Cap group, like the
contour map of the Barren-Chairback Range.
I think you will agree that the new maps in the Guide to Paths in the Blue Ridge represent a very
great improvement over the first edition. The changes and additional matter will be described in
the advertising folder.
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By the way, Harold Allen is the uncle of Hervey Allen of Anthony Adverse. There is a literary
tradition there. I told you at Boston what I thought of the tone of the book reviews and the good
will, etc. which they built up for the Club. I didn’t have time to say what I thought of the
editorial comment and footnotes. They are quite the reverse—much to be commended. They are
discriminating, yet charitable in tone. More power to you on this.
The Susquehanna-Housatonic Guide, the fourth in the series, will be out within 6 weeks. The
copies of the publications are for you to keep; copies have been sent to the library.
February 3, 1934. Harry Davis, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir—
I received the Appalachian Trail Pub. No. 5 and wish to say that this is a very interesting
pamphlet. I thank you for same.
I will also say that I was a little disappointed that neither my son Lyman or myself was
mentioned in the lay-out of the trail across Maine. We both furnished much time and quite a
little cash on this proposition and deserve recognition, as to Lyman this might be of value to him
but as to myself, personally, it matters but little as I am an old timer, case hardened in the matter
of service, without appreciation. What I have done will soon be lost and I will be gone but a
name might come to the surface of the great waves of future generations and be of benefit to
someone else.
However let this be as it may I am ready at anytime to render service if such is of any value to
you or the Trail Conference, at any time that I am able to do so, therefore do not hesitate to call
on, if occasion comes, you will find me ready and willing.
I will ask for one thing and that is I understand that some maps of this region have been
completed and I should like one for my own personal use.
February 5. 1934. Myron Avery to Edgar Heermance
Dear Mr. Heermance:
I fear that the Maine Guidebook was not received from the printer in time to reach you for your
Connecticut meeting.
Did you ask Mr. Ross to notify Comey that he favored removing the restrictions from the $50
appropriation? It would help greatly. Mr. Stubbs has very definitely had the C.C.C. project for
opening a trail from Bigelow to Sugarloaf approved. Game Wardens Taylor and Phillips
promise to help use get over Abram and Saddleback.
February 5, 1934. Governor Louis J. Brann to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Your letter with enclosure under separate cover received, and thank you very much for the same.
February 5, 1934. A. J. Huston, Bookseller, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have just received the sample copy of “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine” and you
may send us ten copies. We will remit upon receipt of invoice.
February 5, 1934. Percival P. Baxter to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery –
I am pleased to have your letter of the thirtieth with a copy of yours of January fifteenth to
Commissioner Violette. Moreover I appreciate your interest in having the new names placed on
BAXTER PEAK, BAXTER STATE PARK and THOREAU SPRING. When the Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine arrives I shall look it over with great interest and thank you for it.
You ask in regard to the area of the PARK. The engineers tell me that the correct area is 5,960
acres. This is due to the fact that the Township is somewhat wider on its southerly line than on
its northerly line. The description of the Park begins at the northwest corner and runs southerly
parallel with the easterly line of the Township four (4) miles, thence westerly to the westerly line
of the Township and northerly to the point of beginning. This gives the Park a longer southerly
line than northerly and accounts for the slight increase in area. I was anxious to obtain all I could
for the State, and the Great Northern Paper Company from whom I purchased the Park was very
liberal in its description.
I am sending you one of the Government maps and have marked on it as accurately as possible
the Park, and if you will notice I have renamed THOREAU SPRING in accordance with the
authority conferred on me by law. In your new map, when and if one is published, it will please
me of course to have the names BAXTER STATE PARK, THOREAU SPRING AND BAXTER
PEAK upon it.
As you request I return to you the pamphlets you sent and I have read them with much interest
and pleasure. In fact, I was not aware that there had been so much written about Katahdin.
Tomorrow I am leaving for a few weeks abroad and on my return shall talk with Governor Brann,
Mr. Violette and the other members of the new BAXTER STATE PARK COMMISSION
created by the last Legislature, hoping that I can aid in securing one or more detachments of the
C.C.C. men to work on trails and at Chimney Pond. Conditions at the pond are deplorable, and
if Maine intends to invite people to its greatest natural attraction it should provide decent
accommodations.
It may not be a simple matter to secure these C.C.C. detachments because the officers in charge
do not like to break up their camp into groups, but we will do our best. The only additional Trail
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that I would suggest is one for horseback, if it could be laid out around the northerly end of the
mountain where the ascent is not too steep. With such a trail, people who are unable to walk
could enjoy the climb. It may not be possible to find a proper location, but I think it is worth
looking into and no doubt Roy Dudley and perhaps some of the Appalachians could make an
investigation and report.
I can see that we are in accord on all of these matters and I wish to do everything I can to help
the proper development of the Park area.
With my kindest regards, believe me.
February 6, 1934. Henry Dunnack, Maine State Librarian, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have your letter and have also received the 50 copies of the Appalachian Trail. We are
sending the bill for $25.00 at once to the Auditor. I am presenting today one dozen copies to the
Forestry Department, and one half dozen to the Commission of Inland Fisheries and Game.
February 7, 1934. Robert Moore to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Many thanks for sending the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”. Naturally I am
particularly interested in the footnote at the bottom of page 46. Apparently the name Borestone
has been run back as far as the year 1839 where, according to the footnote, it appeared in C. T.
Jackson’s Third Annual Report on the Geology of the State of Maine. Please advise me who
discovered this and when.
February 7, 1934. Myron Avery to Percival Baxter
Dear Mr. Baxter:
The Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine was mailed to you on January 30th, addressed to
Portland. I am surprised that it has not been received. Please let me know if it doesn’t arrive.
I hope that you will be good enough to let me know when you return so that we may take up
these Katahdin matters.
February 7, 1934. Frank C. Wright, Director, for the Administrator, Federal Emergency
Administration of Public Works, Division of Transportation, to Frank C. Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
I am in receipt of your letter of January 30, with inclosures, concerning Moosehead Lake State
Park in Maine.
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I am informed that this project is eligible for consideration by the Public Works Administration
in accordance with Article 1, Section 3, subsection 2 of Federal Emergency Administration of
Public Works Circular No. 1, herewith inclosed. It will be necessary for an applicant to submit a
formal application to the Public Works Administration through the Maine State office, located in
the Federal Court Building, Portland, Maine. The application should be drawn up in
quadruplicate in accordance with Circular No. 1, above mentioned, and Circular No. 3, which is
also inclosed.
For your further information I am enclosing a copy of H. R. 5755, known as the Industrial
Recovery Act, and Circular No. 2, containing information concerning the Public Works
Administration, its rules, etc.
The application will, of course, be subject to approval of the Portland Office as well as the Public
Works Administration here in Washington.
February 8, 1934. Myron Avery to A. J. Huston
Dear Mr. Huston:
Complying with your postcard of February 5th, we are sending by parcel post 10 copies of the
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Enclosed is the invoice. Check should be made out to
the Appalachian Trail Conference as indicated.
Sold to A.J. Huston, Exchange Street, Portland, Maine
10 copies of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE…………$3.00
Check to be sent to Appalachian Trail Conference, Miss Harlean James, Secretary, 901 Union
Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
February 8, 1934. Myron Avery to Ronald Gower.
Dear Ronald:
Yours of February 5th.
Have no hesitation in calling on me for suggestions and information on the A.M.C. trip. I am
greatly interested in the plan. It means much to the project to have such a trip succeed. In
putting this across you will contribute much to the A.T. project in Maine and I, personally, shall
be grateful.
Now, my only concern in writing Peabody was a thought that you might misunderstand my
attitude. The rather facetious treatment of the whole thing and the airy dismissal of tentative
arrangements which I was asked to make, is not particularly pleasing. You have taken no
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offense and this ends that phase of the matter. I am frank to say that with anyone but you the
scheme would be foolhardy. I hope Peabody caught this.
You should not, I expect, be quoted more than $3.00 a day by the Sporting Camps. I will be glad
to see your final estimate of costs.
Drew’s is unsuitable for a large mixed party. Rather primitive accommodations for 3 or 4.
Suggest that perhaps your hikers who want to go through to Blanchard could stay here in order to
get an early start. Philbrick could advise on the transportation problem in Monson. It means 10
miles or so from Bodfish Farm to Monson.
It is impractical to ascend Joe Mary and go from Potter’s to Berry’s in one day. There is no trail.
Potter would have to guide you. See trail data for turn-off distance. If we could get $10.00 we
could get this cut and blue-painted. Greene may do it anyway. The paint is at Potter’s. Joe Mary
is a great climb.
Never have stopped at Wilkins or Thomas House. Might be preferable to encourage the former.
Philbrick could tell you. He praised the Thomas House, where he spent some time.
Perhaps you would be wise to plug along—laying over if weather necessitated. You might count
on one day layover at Joe Mary Lake for that climb.
As compared with the ascent of Boarstone, the trip from Bodfish to Monson or Blanchard seems
to me just a matter of the physical abilities of the party. To catch that train at Blanchard, the
party will have to step along. Coming out from Monson means a late start, too. Of course, you
could drive by car from Monson to Blanchard.
That Nahmakanta-Macdonalds is something I explained to you, I think you will recall. From
Nahmakanta to Potter’s is too long for one day. So we got this man Macdonald to cut a side trail.
Had to arrange this break. Now his camps aren’t like Nahmakanta or Potter’s but you see the
result if you skip him. For its effect on us I urged you not to do it as I expected it would occur to
you. Better omit the lay-over at Nahmakanta and stop at Macdonald’s. Give our Guide publicity.
It will be a heavy burden to pay the printer.
For the sake of your own arrangements you had better see that Crawford was paid.
I am sending your letter and a carbon of this to Philbrick. He may be prompted to add some
information about Monson.
February 9, 1934. Myron Avery to Ludwig K. Moorehead
Dear Lud:
Speyer’s playing around with the map centered on Yoke and covering that fascinated back
country toward Nahmakanta, has started us along the same lines. I have wanted a map which
would take in that White Cap Range west to Moosehead. So we started working on it, using the
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Prentiss & Carlisle hachure and contour maps which you have seen. This map would extend
between the 2 branches of Pleasant River. It would fit, on the south, Philbrick’s fine map of the
Chairback-Barren group. On the north, it would join Speyer’s map. You know the A.M.C.
three-colored Katahdin map. Now, if Speyer would extend his map north to the Penobscot West
Branch, we would have a series of four connected maps showing a lot of country. It requires
only a couple of inches on his map.
We are working on our map next Tuesday. I wouldn’t want to ask Speyer to entrust his map to
us but if he cared to send it before then, we could check it for him and perhaps add that north
strip.
I enjoyed that evening very much. I will bring up my St. John folder when next in New York.
February 9, 1934. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Shay:
Please return the enclosed. Thought you might want to see it.
We have all concluded that we slipped. We should have gotten you to dash off 6 or 8 pages on
the geology of that Katahdin-Blanchard region. Non-technical in the extreme suitable for
Jackman or Avery. As Frank explained the behavior of this fickle granite wet or dry—it is
interesting. Now some evening soon when, if ever, you don’t have a date, take half an hour and
dash it off. We will hold it and attach it to a Supplement to the Guide.
Now this may interest you. I have wanted a map of the White Cap Range east to Moosehead.
Your map takes one mountain group, the A.M.C. Katahdin map another. This is missing. My
plan was to take that big Prentiss & Carlisle contour map, correct it, omitting all but 200 ft.
contours, and trace on from the other maps the mountains, etc. It would go east to Moosehead
and the G.N.P and Kokadjo roads. If you work that region next summer, this would be right up
your alley—you could improve it in the field too. I have started the draftsman working on the
base. Why not run over—spend the night—and we will get together having the fun of doing this.
Say next Thursday.
Incidentally, a chap named Speyer of New York City who bases at Yoke Ponds is making a fine
map (no contours, of course) of the region north of your map. I am trying to get him to extend it
to the West Branch.
Making maps is next best fun to traveling the region. Come over and account for yourself—your
idleness, etc. But if you want to escape unscathed, don’t let Jack or I hear any bunk about the
pressure on a “research” man. Even Frank doesn’t dare pull that bunk on us.
February 10, 1934. Aeronautical Engineering Co. to Myron Avery
Appalachian Trail Conference
c/o Mr. M. H. Avery
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600 Copies “The Appalachian Trail Mt. Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow thru
Piscataquis & Somerset Counties, Maine”
600 Copies “The Barren-Chairback Range Piscataquis County—Maine”
1200 Copies……………………………………………………..$38.50
A. T. Mt. Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow
100 delivered to M. H. Avery
500 delivered to Mr. Miller
600
The Barren-Chairback Range
100 delivered to M. H. Avery
500 delivered to Mr. Miller
600
February 12, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Moore
Dear Mr. Moore:
I have your letter of February 7th. I am pleased to note that footnote at p. 46 was satisfactory to
you.
The Jackson reference came from Philbrick, after our correspondence. He made the Chairback
map and is now at Johns Hopkins.
February 12, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
I have to pay the mapmaker and as I have no reply to my various requests for a little assistance
on the Maine project, I have adopted the suggestion of your letter and am billing the Maine
Development Commission in the amount of this bill, with the request that the check be made out
to the Aeronautical Company. This is to show that my efforts are intended for a public project
and that there is no personal element. I am out my postage and typing costs which I must meet.
I think—compared with the printer’s bill, artist, and photographs—the manuscript cost for the
booklet is very low.
I suggest that even if you must have the work done in Maine that you send me the assembled
manuscript to let our Guidebook printer bid on it. His price would serve to keep them in line.
Also, will you get the 20% to 30% discount on cuts?
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It makes me a little discouraged on this Katahdin Guide to fail so completely to secure any
assistance from either the Bureau or the Development Commission. I think it going pretty far to
have to furnish them copies gratis. You will understand, of course, that there is nothing personal
in the tone of this letter.
I am awaiting the Stodder photographs and your instructions relative to the balance of the Maher
photographs. Will you be good enough to send me a copy of the Fox letter?
February 12, 1934. Harry Davis to Myron Avery
Dear Sir—
I have received the Guide No 4 which you refer to in your last letter and wish to say that this is
all O.K. It is all I wanted. Just a mention for future reference in the years to come. I thank you
for same and also as to the maps. I will do the best I can to correct any errors that I know how to
fit in so they will be exact.
I am willing to give you all the aid possible at any time.
As to snow up here we have plenty it came rather sudden the latter part of Dec. about 3 ½ feet
and blocked many lumber operations that had to deal with trucks. However this was not so bad
as the cold weather that followed we have had temperatures here in Monson of 40 below and
many days of below 20 and some of these not rising above 20 below for the day. This weather at
one time continued for over a week before temperature got above zero at anytime. I do not recall
only one time in the passed 40 years that we have had so cold a winter but we get them once in a
while. It is about to break now and in few weeks, about the middle of March, we will begin our
annual maple sugar harvest. I alwase do a little of this as I like the work and besides it gives a
job to about 4 men for several weeks. I have a camp in to Elliotsville on the old home farm
where there is about 1000 sugar maple.
February 12, 1934. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Your rewritten pages at hand.
On P.13 under “Dudley Trail”—I would change the word “lower” to “upper” in the last line. As
a matter of accuracy, it is near Index Rock (just above it) where the junction is—and that is
pretty well up.
Same page under “Hamlin Ridge Trail” in the interest of accuracy the Ridge separates the Great
Basin and the North Basin—not the South and the North Basin. Is it not so?
Page 14. We have used the term “North Peaks” to conform with that on the U.S.G.S. map—
instead of “Northern Peaks”—in the A.M.C. Guide.
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No answer from the camp owners yet.
I appreciate how you feel regarding MacDonald and will plan on stopping there. I don’t know
about Joe Mary Mt. It depends on the make-up of the party, as well as the strenuousness of the
trip. You can tell me about the latter.
It would help, of course, if we could figure on automobile transportation right to the Hunt Trail
clearing there by Katahdin Brook. I hesitate to suggest to others that they permit their cars to be
driven by strangers over the remaining 10 miles of the reconditioned tote road to the end of the
G.N.P. auto road. There might be damage and come-backs.
I am inclined to leaving cars at Bangor or Northern Me. Jct. as being much safer procedure and
going the remainder by train, putting up at the Great Northern Hotel the first night in order to
pick up those who come by train (if any) on the sleeper.
February 12, 1934. Myron Avery to Roland Sawyer, Durham, NH
Dear Sir:
Your letter of January 10th, addressed to the Appalachian Mountain Club, has been forwarded to
me. This trail is a part of the Appalachian Trail project, rather than an Appalachian Mountain
Club Trail as erroneously indicated by the marking.
We are much interested. I am passing your letter and the clipping on to Walter D. Greene (Sebec
Lake, Maine) who marked that trail. I understand that the article appeared in the January 7th
issue of the Boston Herald. We are listing it in the Bibliography which forms a part of the Guide
to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I presume you are aware of the story of Savage’s Mills
contained in Loring’s History of Piscataquis County. These things are referred to in the
Guidebook.
If you develop any more data on that region, we shall be interested to know of it.
CC: Greene
February 13, 1934. Newspaper clipping “sent with Mr. H. B. Coe’s letter of Feb. 13, 1934,
in Katahdin file.”
“…A new guide-book for the Appalachian trail in Maine has been issued. It covers 175 miles of
the Maine link from Katahdin to Bigelow, with maps, including a contour map of the Chair back
range which is new. M. H. Avery formerly of Lubec is the editor. Plans are underway to
continue, in 1934, the Trail west from Mt. Bigelow some 80 miles toward Grafton Notch and
thus finally eliminate the last uncompleted link in the entire 2,050 mile project. A new trail from
Mt. Bigelow to Sugarloaf, to be built by Forester Tom Dixon’s C. C. C. Camp at Flagstaff, will
carry the route south. Game Wardens Helon N. Taylor of Eustis and Frank E. Phillips of
Kingfield have offered to aid in opening the Trail over Mts. Abram and Saddleback.”
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February 13, 1934. Dean Peabody, President, A.M.C., to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I suspect that I owe you many thanks for the copy of the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine”. It is a valuable addition to my Guide Book shelf and I thank you.
I am concerned over your continued reference to Basin Pond Camp and the 1933 A.M.C. party.
I have telephoned Herbert C. Towle who tells me he paid Crawford nothing directly but he
understood Miller made the necessary arrangements. I was on that trip and saw Crawford on the
way in. He said nothing then of any dissatisfaction. Before I move in the matter can you tell me
if Crawford has talked about the 1933 A.M.C. party? On what grounds do you base your opinion
that he will? What sort of a lease does he have? What does he do about the casual camper who
comes in? The place is in wretched shape. What responsibility does he assume for repairs and
furnishings? I wish to do the fair thing but I do not see why the party should pay twice over for
the privilege of sleeping on those comfortless wrecks of beds.
Thanking you again for your careful replies to my letters,
February 14, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
A few days ago Mr. Dunnack brought in a dozen copies of the Appalachian Trail Guide into the
office and presented them to Mr. Violette. The "Guide” is a nice job and it seems to me that there
should be quite a demand for it. We thank you for these copies that you sent us.
The Baxter State Park Commission has been recently appointed as follows:
Gov. Louis J. Brann
Hon. George J. Stobie, Fish and Game Commissioner
Hon. Neil L. Violette, Forest Commissioner
Mr. John F. Ward, 1st Selectman, Millinocket
Mr. Frederick D. Bonney, Rangeley.
The Forest Commissioner has made application to the National Park Board at Washington for the
location of two C.C.C. Camps near Mt. Katahdin. The men from these camps are to be used in
developing the trails and other facilities in the Park. Upon the enclosed map I have outlined the
trails upon which they plan to do work. Your outline of work to be done was used as a basis for
the work to be carried on from these camps. It has been recommended that the Hunt and Saddle
Trails be made bridle paths.
Governor Baxter is negotiating for Township 4, Range 9, the owners of which are reported to be
anxious to sell. If he gets this he will give it to the State. Governor Brann would like to secure
Township 3, Range 9. This would give the State control of the road into Chimney and Basin
Pond. The owners of Township 4, Range 10 are reported as anxious to dispose of this property.
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At your request, I am enclosing a copy of the Directory of the Maine Forest Service. No
Directory was published in 1933 but we have made corrections which have brought it to date.
Mr. Bonney, of Rangeley, with whom I am acquainted, is sponsoring and promoting the idea of
having the mountains of western and perhaps central Maine known as the "Blue Mountains" of
Maine by contrast to the White Mountains of New Hampshire and the Green Mountains of
Vermont. He has had this designated on some tourist and hotel maps and the idea appeals to me.
Mr. Frank G. King, woods manager for the Brown Company in Maine, informs me that W. R.
Brown of Berlin, N. H. of the Brown Company is the man to approach relative to the location of
the Trail in Maine on Brown Company lands. If we cannot secure their approval, I believe that
we can find a favorable re-location which would not be any longer by going southwest on Letter
E across Byron and Andover.
February 14, 1934. Harrie B. Coe to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sending your bill for $38.50 made out to the Maine Development Commission to Augusta
and have asked for early payment.
We have to have the work done in Maine and the bids are handled entirely by the State Printer so
that I have no authority to ask for bids from your Guide Book printer. We have tried this out on
other publications for comparative purposes and have found that Mr. Grenier is able to get very
satisfactory prices in Maine. We also get the customary discount on cuts.
We enclose 50¢ to cover the cost of the copy of the Trail Booklet which you sent us and if you
sent a copy to the Maine Development Commission, probably they will be willing to send you
50¢ as I see no reason why we or they should have any additional copy gratis.
We enclose copy of the Fox letter.
On looking through the file, I find that we did not hear from Mrs. Fox. The person who wanted
$3.00 each for photographs was the man Dawson in Massachusetts.
February 16, 1934. Harrie B. Coe to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I enclose a half dozen clippings of the article from the Waterville Sentinel. Please understand
that I had nothing whatever to do with writing the heading and it shows headline writers merely
take a quick glance at the first part of the story and then draw their own conclusions.
However, as this article has mention of the price of the book and where it may be obtained, I
hope that it will be of some use to you. I am rather surprised that the Sentinel published that part
of the story because it is one of the Gannett papers and the rules of the Portland ones are very
rigid in that respect.
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{Copy articles to Stubbs, Phillips (Game Warden), Taylor (Game Warden), Dixon (Forester)}
February 16, 1934. Myron Avery to Dean Peabody
Dear Dean:
Your questionnaire of February 13th is at hand.
I hold no brief for Crawford. I am merely advising you to make sure that the matter was
attended to. This for the welfare of future A.M.C. trips. Why is not the simplest way to write
Miller & Crawford and see if Crawford was paid? The situation is the same as at Dudley’s
Cabin. The casual “guest” leaves his contribution. They cannot make a flat charge because they
are not licensed sporting camps. Towle can ascertain whether Miller paid Crawford or if
Crawford is still “expecting”.
I will be in Boston February 27, 28, and March 1st if there is any information you wish on this or
the Maine trip.
February 16, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I have read your letter of February 14th with much interest. I appreciate your keeping me
informed and trust that you will continue to do so.
I am pleased that you like the Guide. The newspaper reviews gave credit to the Forestry
Department. I thought it wise to send a copy of the Guide and the booklet on the Appalachian
Trail to Messrs. Bonney, Ward and W. R. Brown. I thought that sending the publications to Mr.
Brown would be advance missionary work. It might be worth while to do the same with Mr.
Frank C. King. I will do it if you will give me his address.
Philbrick is coming over from Baltimore tonight and we are giving ourselves the pleasure of
trying to make a map of the country between Moosehead, Whitecap and Pleasant River. We will
send you a copy for corrections when we finish. It is based on Prentiss & Carlisle contour map of
that region.
I have received some very pleasant letters from Governor Baxter,
February 16, 1934. Myron Avery to Frederick D. Bonney, Rangeley, Maine
Dear Sir:
As a member of the newly appointed Baxter State Park Commission, I thought it would be of
interest to you to know of the Appalachian Trail project which commences at Katahdin. I have,
therefore, sent you, under separate cover, copy of “The Appalachian Trail” and “Guide to the
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Appalachian Trail in Maine”. The 1934 “In the Maine Woods” will contain a story on marking
this trail.
February 16, 1934. Myron Avery to John F. Ward, Millinocket, Maine
Dear Sir:
As a member of the newly appointed Baxter State Park Commission, I thought it would be of
interest to you to know of the Appalachian Trail project which commences at Katahdin. I have,
therefore, sent you, under separate cover, copy of “The Appalachian Trail” and “Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine”. The 1934 “In the Maine Woods” will contain a story on marking
this trail.
February 16, 1934. Myron Avery to W. R. Brown, Berlin, New Hampshire
Dear Sir:
I have taken the liberty of sending you under separate cover copy of our booklet on “The
Appalachian Trail” and “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”. This last is a Guide to the
completed trail between Katahdin and Mt. Bigelow. I trust that you will find these publications
of interest.
February 16, 1934.
copy

Received Feb. 16,1934
Appalachian Trail across Carrabasset and Sandy River Regions in Maine.
Interested Local Workers;

1. Helon Taylor, Eustis, Me. Game Warden who has already cut trail from So. Horn of Mt.
Bigelow to top of Sugar Loaf; and plans to complete trail on ridge of Mt. Bigelow this summer.
2. Frank E. Phillips, Kingfield, Me. Game warden who is working with Taylor, but who plans to
push work on Sugar Loaf to Saddleback sector this summer. A level-headed chap; looks like
another reliable and excellent worker.
3. C.L. ("Pat”) Smart, Stratton, Maine, another Game warden, full of youthful vigor, who is said
to be good for trail work from Bemis on. He looked like one who would need personal
encouragement at critical times.
4. Sidney G. Hardin, Rangely, Me. A game warden, other than any of the others and said to be
harder to handle tactfully; a bear to work when made much of; his territory would be from Sandy
River to Bemis.
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5. Ivan L. Stowe, Rumford Point, Me., a guide who knows the region approaching the
Mahoosucs, and is a friend of the aforementioned.
It was further suggested that in the Bald Mountain region, supplies and buckboarding, etc. could
be reliably planned in consultation with
A.L. Taylor,
Blanchard, Me,
Of course, George Barnjum of Kingfield, Me. represents a lot of money and timber interests in
that country and is keenly interested.
(Sgd.) W. C.
February 19, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe,
Thank you very much for your letter of February 16th, enclosing copies of the Waterville
Sentinel. The copies will prove of very considerable help to me. I appreciate your thoughtfulness.
Mr. Stubbs has sent me a copy of your splendid new booklet on Maine. If you keep a mailing list
for such publications, I should like to have you add my name to the list.
As pictures of Rlpogenus Lake and Gorge, Chesuncook Lake and Katahdin taken in 1874 in the
wet plate camera days the Stodder photos are of tremendous value historically. It seems much
too bad to have one set in existence and those buried in the Maine woods where they soon may
be lost. I am trying to get the Appalachian Mountain Club to make negatives and thus preserve
them.
The Fox (Halloway) negatives are of great value as a history of long log drives. They shouldn’t
be lost to the State. Won't you try again to get a response from these people?
P.S. I congratulate you on the “Maine” publication. You have assembled a splendid array of
photographs. I would call your attention to the erroneous Katahdin elevation near the end. It
conflicts with a second elevation near the back. Also at the same place, the statement appears
that Saddleback is the second highest in Maine. This is an interesting point. Sugarloaf’s 4241 is
officially the second highest. Saddleback is 200 feet lower. Sugarloaf may be displaced by Old
Speck when it is surveyed.
February 20, 1934. Myron Avery to Shailer Philbrick
Dear Shay:
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It is my recollection that there were some more of the Maine negatives which were to be turned
in to Miss Robb. We are cleaning up all these matters. Hence my inquiry. Also, are we all
straight on the printer?
The magnum opus is still unfinished. What a beautiful thing that sketch of First Roach is.
Sent your toothbrush but come over and see us again soon.
February 20, 1934. Myron Avery to Miss Marian E. Lepp
Dear Marian:
On calling to mind the circumstances of Miss Speiden’s very kindly turning in the $10 which she
received from her article, I concluded that I have sent it to the wrong Treasurer. This was an A.T.
not P.A.T.C. article. She was led to do this by reason of the fact that the data was obtained from
the copy of the A.T. article which I wrote for the March 1933 American Forests. The map
supplied her, for example, was made at A.T. expense. The money should have gone to the
Conference. We have to pay Crandall for making photos and slides to further A.T. publicity and
I think that the check for the $10 might as well be sent to him to reduce his bill. This letter, as
far as P.A.T.C. accounts are concerned, will be your authority to make this payment and serve as
the voucher.
I am sorry that this afterthought may upset your accounts. Please make the check “In part
payment of A.T. Publicity Photos etc.”
February 22, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Your letter of February 13th,
The Maher photos have served their purpose and I return them under separate cover.
Your suggestion of printing a slip and enclosing it with the Katahdin folder is a splendid one. It
will be most helpful not only to us but also to the person reading the booklet, I enclose a
corrected card for this purpose.
All inquiries for the A.T. Guide should be sent to the A.T. Conference, 901 Union Trust Building,
Washington, D. C. It alone has the copies for sale. The A.M.C. cannot supply any data or books.
Any special inquiry, other than routine requests for data or information or guidebook orders, can
come direct to me. Mr. Ross sells the Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in New England. (You
have a copy - the green booklet.) It takes in the rest of New England and has the proposed route
for the balance of Maine. I trust I have made the distinction clear.
As to the last paragraph I will wait in anticipation. We are working toward a common end. 1 am
not seeking anything for myself, as you know.
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February 23, 1934. Fannie H. Eckstorm to Myron Avery
My dear Myron Avery:
At last I got around to you to thank you for the “Appalachian Trail in Maine” with its markers. It
has been a sick, busy winter, and a very hard one when one takes into consideration the snow and
intense cold. Just after we got through grippe and its consequences, my son started for South
America, a job in a gold mining proposition 9000 feet up in the mountains. A radiogram
received yesterday said he was to be at Cristobal today.
I admire the solid, hard work you have put in on the detail of this Maine route. It is no joke to
get all those small points down accurately and so clearly that he who runs may read while
running. The work is thoroughly done. Putting in the springs is an important detail, and proof
enough that you have known the need of them. I like also the way in which in your summary of
distances, Katahdin is made the hub of your wheel and everything measured off from that.
In what you quote from me I observe only one error, which is on p. 55, the omission of was, nest,
the eagle’s nest from the meaning of the words. It was Sowanga, eagle, was, nest, the eagle’s
nest. The last s is sharp, as of was, and this should be noted, if the name gains currency.
So Boarstone wins out! Three cheers! I trust it will go on the topographicals that way. I have
fought a losing fight in trying to get Nicatowis, instead of Nicatous, though I gave the geographic
board abundant reasons for the former. If you ever put a trail across that way, I’ll give them to
you again.
For a long time, have been meaning to send you the accompanying newspaper clippings, which
have turned up periodically and then gone into their hiding places. While they may not be of
much importance to you, they may fill in some facts. The date of one which is torn off, probably
was December 7, 1933. My guess is based partly upon the suggestion from the Commercial that
I should write something for the paper advocating the taking of Katahdin as a park.
Well, I am not so young now that I do not suspect “the Greeks bearing gifts”, and had no mind to
be a cat’s-paw for anyone. There might be a deal more politics under the suggestion than I knew
for; so I just said I was not very well and had not time to look into the matter. Indeed, I had
heard a good deal in years past from the Ross family, and something from the Great Northern
people, and I have no fondness for Percy Baxter anyway; it looked like a good thing to keep out
of. The article in the news was cut out by my sister, who did not notice that she clipped off the
end of it.
I find I am not up to writing a letter tonight. It has been too hard and busy a day for that. Just let
me thank you for your kindness and express my appreciation of the solid work you are doing.
PS: I think Barren Mt. may have got its name after it was burned over in the great Chase fire of
1825. There was a pre-historic Indian battle fought near the mouth of the train [sic, trail?]
between Barren and Benson (is it?)
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February 23, 1934. Governor Louis J. Brann to Frank C. Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
I shall be glad to offer any aid possible in securing Federal aid to your Moosehead Lake State
Park and Camping Reserve project. In this respect I have made an appointment for you at
Washington, March 5th, to talk with Mr. Robert Fechner, Director Conservation Emergency
Work, for C.C.C. aid and have written Mr. John G. Utterback Congressman from your District,
asking him to do anything possible to aid your approach.
In respect to your request for public highway from Arbo’s Farm to Katahdin Iron Works, I wrote
you on September 20th that I would be glad to help you on this matter, but the only funds
available would have to come from a new Federal appropriation to Maine this summer.
February 24, 1934. Harrie Coe to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I will be very glad to put your name on the list to receive the various State of Maine publications
as issued.
The lady who sent me the Stodder photographs said that they were valuable to her for
sentimental reasons so I would like to have them returned as soon as convenient. Perhaps later
on I will make another try for the Fox photographs. As I did not receive any reply to my other
letters, I am inclined to let it drop because I have so darn many other things on my mind in
getting out these publications that I don’t want to bother with any more details that do not
directly concern out publication work.
You will be interested to know that Governor Baxter is contemplating enlisting the services of
the C.C.C. to improve the trails so that mules can be used to climb Mt. Katahdin from the
Millinocket side, the same as they are used on the Bright Angel Trail in the Grand Canyon. He
spoke of this recently to a friend of mine, but as Governor Baxter has now sailed for Africa, this
project may not materialize until next summer.
His thought is to make it possible for aged people and those who have heart trouble to see the
summit of Mt. Katahdin, and personally I might welcome it as being one of the first category. I
am afraid that is the only way I’ll ever get to the summit of Mt. Katahdin, not that I feel
particularly aged or that I have any heart trouble.
The Katahdin booklet is now in the hands of the printers. Proofs will be sent you in due time.
I wish somebody would definitely determine what is the second highest mountain in Maine.
Probably Sugar Loaf is and I’ll have that question in mind when another edition of the Maine
publication is issued. For years I though Snow Mountain was the second highest and I have
climbed it many times when a guest at Round Mountain Lake. I have found out that a few feet
make a difference nowadays in mountain heights. As you say, Sugar Loaf maybe displaced by
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Old Spec when it is surveyed. We can get together on this sometime in the future when
necessary for check up.
February 24, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Some of the following may be news to you:--Wolcutt Cutler, an A.M.C. member, has supplied
me with a map of the completed trails from Bigelow Village, showing: 1. the relocated n. end of
Sugarloaf Trail; 2, the new trail by Taylor direct from Bigelow Village to Stratton Brook Pond; 3,
the continuation of this trail beyond the old lumber road, skirting the pond and on to the south
summit of the Horns. He traversed both trails with Taylor Jan. 31 and Feb. 2 took photos and
contacted not only Taylor but Frank E. Phillips of Kingfield, Me., who he says is now enthused
enough to open the trail from Sugarloaf to Abraham. Cutler discussed the route with him and he
is convinced he will pick out a good route without further contacting on our part. From Abraham
to Saddleback Phillips is also interested, at first wanted to swing a bit north over all intervening
summits, but later agreed that approximately as we have previously sketched it via East Madrid
will probably be most useful, both to through hikers and those joining the trail at this point to
climb either Saddleback or Abraham. The crossing of the stream west of East Madrid is a
problem in high water.
Cutler does not expect to return to this region soon, so cannot be used much in promoting this
section.
February 27, 1934. Frank Hinckley to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for your recently received pamphlets describing Appalachian Trail to date.
As I have made considerable progress on my park project since last Winter and shall be in
Washington on March 5'th to see if I can secure Federal aid for any of the phases of my project, I
am enclosing description of it, as to date.
The enclosed literature describing the project will show that in addition to the endorsement of
my trustees, Federal and State Agencies, prominent and specially qualified men and the public
are now aiding and endorsing it in various ways. In this respect I would call your special
attention to the endorsement of the United States Forest Service, page 9 of the enclosed
preliminary prospectus.
I am also enclosing copy of letter from Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works,
showing that the project is admissible for Federal aid, which has been applied for, and copy of
letter from Governor Brann showing his personal interest in the matter and cooperation in
arranging an approach to such Federal and State Agencies as may aid certain phases of the plan.
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Outside of a nominal amount of junior financing I do not need financial assistance at this time
but would greatly appreciate the opportunity of calling on you next week, when I am in
Washington, to discuss the matter, as it may doubtless be of interest as it may aid the
Appalachian Trail in that section, and to find out if you can aid my approach; for with
continuance of business recovery and on account of progress already made, I see the possibility
that, in addition to Federal and State Agencies, big business that will receive a benefit,
individuals of large financial resources and the public may cooperate in building up the
enterprise over a term of years.
I have engaged room at the Dodge Hotel in Washington.
March 1, 1934. W. R. Brown, Brown Company, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of the 16th received and I wish to thank you for your kindness in sending me a copy
of your booklet on “The Appalachian Trail” and “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.”
March 1, 1934. Wolcott Cutler to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
The enclosed two articles, one new and one old, may be of some interest because they refer to
the pleasures I have had on the line of the projected Appalachian Trail across the Carrabassett
Valley in Maine.
March 2, 1934. Memorandum on Maine Photographs by Samuel Merrill (by Myron Avery)
{Copy Gower, Warner, Greene}
Samuel Merrill, an Editorial writer on the Boston Globe and author of “The Moose Book”, made
a great number of trips to Maine and New Brunswick. His earliest trip to Maine was in 1886; his
last in 1915. He visited mainly three regions, Munsungan, Katahdin Lake and Squaretown
(Moxie Pond). His primary interest was in game (moose) and hunting. He was very methodical,
keeping a list of his various trips, expenses, guides, game killed and circumstances of the killing.
In the course of this work he took many photographs. At his death in 1931 or 1932, all of this
material came into the possession of his nephew, James C. Merrill, 73 North Main Street,
Haverhill, Massachusetts.
Mr. Merrill, independently of this data, has a very interesting collection of historical material.
I went to Mr. Merrill’s house in order to see this collection and obtain copies of any material of
value for Maine study. The negatives are mainly glass; in all there must be close to 100. Many
scenes are of game. I obtained prints of the most useful, about 25 in all. There are also separate
prints in addition to these negatives. We examined both groups.
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Also, in addition to half a dozen large photos of Maine scenes, there is a book containing the
photos taken in 1886 on a trip to Umbagog. (Of interest here is a photo in Grafton Notch, Screw
Augur Falls and a panorama from an unnamed mountain.)
The Hunting Record is a separate sheet. As taken from this, Mr. Merrill’s trips were:
1886—Umbagog (Book of photos)
1889—Roach Pond
1891—Sugar Island
1894—Katahdin and Spencer Bay
1895—Katahdin and N.W.
1896—West Branch Penobscot. N. W. Carry
1897—St. Croix Lake
1898—Squaretown; Moxie Pond
1900—Squaretown; Moxie Pond
1902—Munsungan Lake
1903— “
“
1904-“
“
1905-“
“
1906-“
“
1908-“
“
1909—(Aug.) Big Lyford Pond and Lake Moxie
1910—Katahdin Lake
1913—Katahdin Lake
1915—East Branch Penobscot (Macdonald’s)
Mr. Merrill also made maps of the regions he visited. I obtained Photostats of the region about
Katahdin Lake and of Squaretown—East and West Moxie—October 1900—Corrected Nov.
1901 by George C. Jones. There was also a pencil sketch of the Munsungan Lake Region.
Mr. J. C. Merrill has a copy of the 1900, 1901 and 1917 issues of the Maine Woods. He also has
a copy of a publication issued in 1902 by the B. & A. Railroad, entitled “In Pine Tree Jungle”.
This contains photos by Dr. Lore Rogers; see page 174.
Articles by Mr. Merrill which refer to the region are:
THIRTY FIVE MINUTES WITH THIRTY FIVE CALIBRE—National Sportsman, Sept. 1903.
SIX HOURS WITH THIRTY CALIBRE—National Sportsman, May, 1904. (Has a Munsungan
photo.)
OPUS IV—National Sportsman, May 1905. (Munsungan region).
FRAMED PHOTOS BY SAMUEL MERRILL
Munsungan Camps (Also in National Sportsman; 1893, Munsungan)
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WILLIAM ATKINS—Munsungan Lake & Camp—11/20/06—Mooseleuk Mtn. in distance
MAPS OWNED BY SAMUEL MERRILL AND NOW POSSESSED BY J. C. MERRILL
MAP FOR NORTHERN MAINE—Adapted to use of Sportsmen—Issued by the B. & A. R.R.
Compiled by Harry A. Frink.
Sportsmens Map of Upper Kennebec Valley and Moosehead Lake Region (Folder). Published by
the Somerset Railway Company, Portland.
Title of photographs taken by S. Merrill.
1. Munsungan Camp Katadin in distance—Nov. 20, 1905.
2. Katadin from near Katadin Lake Camp—Nov. 14, 1909.
3. Katadin from near Katadin Lake Camp, Lake frozen over—Nov. 22, 1909.
4. Katadin and Sandy Stream—Nov. 16, 1909.
5. Munsungan Camp from hill across lake—Nov. 1906.
6. Lake Moxie from Bald Mountain (Panoramic)—August 24, 1909 (2 negatives)
7. View South from Mosquito Narrows Lake Moxie—Aug. 23, 1909.
8. Roach Pond, Spencer Mountains in distance, Aug. 1909.
9. Katadin Lake Camp, Nov. 22, 1909---8:30 A.M.
10. Katadin and Hersey dam (Sandy Stream) Nov. 16, 1909.
11. Mosquito Mountain from Jones Camp. Lake Moxie—August 25, 1909.
12. Whitecap Mountain from Randalls Camp—Aug. 20, 1909.
13. View North-east from Bald Mountain—Aug. 24, 1909.
14. Squaw Mountain from the North—Aug. 10, 1909.
15. Grand Pitch—East branch of Penobscot—Nov. 21, 1915.
16. Bald Mountain Mosquito Narrows—Aug. 23, 1909.
17. Turners Mountain from Bowlin’s Pond—Nov. 1915.
18. Travelers Mountain from Bowlin’s Pond—Nov. 18, 1915.
19. Hulling Falls—Nov. 21, 1915.
20. Lake Moxie—Aug. 1909.
21. Big Lyford Pond from Gordon’s Camp, White Cap—Aug. 1909 (2 negatives)
Mountain in distance
22. Camp Munsungan Lake Frost on trees across lake—1902.
23. Katadin from outlet of Katadin Lake—Nov. 12, 1909
24. Munsungan Lake
March 5, 1934. Myron Avery to A. J. Huston
Dear Mr. Huston:
I trust that you duly received the ten copies of the Maine Guidebook. We also sent bill in the
amount of $5.00. I presume it will be placed in line for payment.
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March 5, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur M. Fogg
Dear Mr. Fogg:
Your letter of February 27th arrived while I was in Boston. I would have been able to have come
down for an evening last week and acquainted your Club members with the project.
Have you made inquiries for a projector for 16 mm film or lantern slide projector? We have
always been able to locate them at small expense.
I really doubt the value of sending the slides separately. We have a lecture booked for the 19th.
It seems to me now, since we have lost one opportunity, that I notify you when I shall be in
Portland again and you can then see if you can make the necessary arrangements. It will be
necessary to act promptly after I notify you.
As to the set-up of the Trail Conference. Our Publication No. 5 (sent you) explains this. It is a
conference of clubs in the eastern United States interested in the trail project. It has six districts.
The N.E.T.C. is the first conference of its kind; it started in about 1916 and is limited to activities
of New England Clubs. It has charge of A.T. activities in New England and for that purpose is
the district organization.
My expectation would be that members of the Eastern States Mountain Club would want to have
some part in opening a 250 mile trail across Maine. Money is needed for paint and markers.
Most Clubs contribute $15 annually. Whether you became members of the A.T. and N.E.T.C. is
immaterial if the contribution is ear-marked for Maine work. Only it would be simpler to have it
come to us. (Treasurer Torrey’s address is on this letterhead.) We would like to see your
activities directed toward Maine work rather than go in the treasury of N.E.T.C. for general
purposes.
March 5, 1934. Myron Avery to Frank Hinckley
Dear Mr. Hinckley:
Your letter of February 27th arrived while I was in Boston. If you decide to come here I hope
that I shall see you. If you have your films bring them. In return we will show you our slides of
the Maine Trail.
From my knowledge of the way these federal projects function, I fear you will incur considerable
expense if you try to stay until you have a decisive action.
CC: Mr. Hinckley, Grace Dodge Hotel, Washington, D.C.
March 5, 1934. Myron Avery to Fannie H. Eckstorm
Dear Mrs. Eckstorm:
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Your letter of February 23rd came while I was in New England for a week, incidentally seeing
more snow than I have at any time since I left Maine.
To have you tell us that we haven’t done too badly with the Guide is almost a sufficient return
for our labors. Your words of commendation mean much to us. I put the slips in the Guide to
call your attention to material obtained from you, etc.; otherwise I thought you might not notice
some places. Then there are pages 21 and 25.
The note on page 55, as you probably guessed, I slipped in deliberately—although it is far afield
so that this might be in print for future use. (By the way, I suggested that to safe-guard your
labors, if you would send me the article on that, I would have copies made. If you care to do it
now, I can have it done promptly.)
Do I understand that if I insert the word “was” in line 3 of the footnote between “Sowanga” and
“Mountain” that I will then have the note correct? I am making the correction for future editions.
Does it have an accent mark?
The clippings go into my records. You have sent me several things along this line and I
appreciate them. I don’t see Bangor papers, nor do my people.
I never had any response from my queries on the Cooper papers. They did turn up a lady who
has an original proclamation, signed by David Owen in 1814, taking possession of Pope’s Folly.
One of this lady’s ancestors directed in his will (1824) that he be buried 3 miles S.S.W. of Sail
Rock at Quoddy Head.
As far as my intentions went, it was never anything but Boarstone. Mr. Moore can call his
mountain anything he pleases. The footnote satisfied him. I was surprised when Philbrick
turned up that reference to Borestone in Jackson’s Geology.
I suppose you received the publication on the Trail as a whole also. We have a story in this
year’s In the Maine Woods.
Your suggestion as to Barren Mountain’s name is most interesting. The Chase Mountain—
Piscataquis and so-called Miramichi (Maine) fire were all one apparently.
You probably know of Samuel Merrill’s “Moose Book”. He traveled much in Maine and New
Brunswick. I recently checked over his photos and maps in the hands of his nephew. Moxie
Lake, Munsungan and Katahdin Lake were his favorite regions. I am taking copies of his 25 best
photos. His trips were between 1886 and 1915. We use his photo of Katahdin. Also, for the
sake of preserving records, we are having copies made of a set of 30 photos taken by Stodder of
Bangor, on a trip with F. E. Church in 1876. The Northern used some; particularly the “blown”
Chesuncook Dam of that year. The set was given to Albert Fowler of Norcross. I used the
excuse of gathering in Katahdin photos or rather had the Maine Publicity Bureau do it, as I wrote
a folder now being printed on Katahdin.
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You will notice the enclosed addition to footnote 6. If I am wrong anywhere, please correct me.
March 5, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Comey:
Your letter of February 24th.
When I was in Boston last week, Miss Meserve told me of Cutler’s trip and that he had some
photos and slides. I had written him so as to get the benefit of this. (Incidentally, Stubbs has
furnished some fine Abram and Saddleback views.) Why not send me the map so that I can take
off the data? I return Cutler’s letter which I have copied.
Stubbs is the Greene of western Maine. As long as he is with us, there is no problem. He knows
Taylor and Phillips and will coordinate their activities. He plans to see them soon—if he has not
already done so—to locate their route exactly. Bigelow to Sugarloaf is an assured C.C.C. project.
So, as far as trail cutting is concerned, our prospects of getting the route to Summit are excellent.
If difficulty develops with the Brown Co. or on the burned areas of Elephant or Old Blue, Stubbs
has plans for detouring.
The real problem is what I told you when I last saw you. To make the newly opened sections
useable, they should be painted and marked. Stubbs and I felt we could work this out and get it
done efficiently. (Our crowd will not be in the field in Maine in 1934.) But from somewhere the
funds must come to buy paint, markers, nails and ship it in. I have explained that the A.T. funds
can’t do it. Fifty dollars is ample. So until and unless the restriction of raising $100 to match the
N.E.T.C. is removed, the whole thing is at a standstill. I will encourage and plan cutting but
there can be no marking. I had hoped that with your sense of cooperation, you would appreciate
the situation, and remove the restriction. Some of the Steering Committee, I know, have so
written you. Perhaps already a majority.
Here is a bit of encouragement which astonishes me. You will recall last December that, in my
hearing, you spoke to Blood about the A.M.C. contribution. It has not been paid. Torrey
followed it up. Miss Meserve told me that Blood then told her that it would have to come up in
Council Meeting, saying that “they” had made a mess of the Maine Guidebook. Do you, by any
chance, know the meaning of this? It looks as if we were due for punishment for some error by
having the support of the largest outing club withdrawn. The printing of the Guide cost $120;
the maps $38.50. The latter I got paid for by writing a folder on Katahdin for the Publicity
Bureau. We sold $25 of copies to the State Library. We have given it a good deal of publicity.
Fifty dollars was paid from the A.T. funds and the balance we are paying for by sales. Use of the
Maine sector will determine its future and the support of the camp proprietors. Therefore, from
our point of view, the urgent need of getting the Maine book out and distributed. With more
money we would have done a better job but I am much at a loss to understand this. Perhaps you
can enlighten me.
We paid $135 for Publication No. 5. It fills a long felt need. Our Guide will be out March 27th
and Torrey’s shortly thereafter. He feels that perhaps we have already devoted too much money
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to Maine. The fact is that practically all contributions are in and there isn’t even the few dollars
for maintenance work.
So further work in Maine rests with you. When you tell me that there are funds for paint and
markers, we will go ahead.
You have spoken of a discouragingly poor sale of the N.E.T.C. Guide. This seems to me only
natural in view of a lack of any effort to advertise, publicize or push it. It was announced in the
Bulletin—that’s all, practically, except Appalachia’s luke-warm review. Sales through Sisk are
or were an uncertain medium. Why, you aren’t even getting any return from those sold at the
Clubhouse. Sisk sent Miss Reserve some. She sells them and the A.M.C. pockets. Mere getting
the thing out isn’t enough. The Clubhouse sale is a sufficient answer to the sale. It requires
some system and drive.
P.S. Do you happen to have the cut used for the photo from Sugarloaf? I had in mind that if
there was no further use for it, you might rescue them from destruction and turn them over to the
Conference for future use. Perhaps when I am next in Boston, I can see your slides.
By the way, is there any chance that the pond in the photo is not Reddington, not Caribou?
March 5, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie B. Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
Yours of February 24th. See the March 1934 issue of American Forests.
I am interested to note that I shall soon read proof on the Katahdin booklet. I may be away for a
month in April, so it had better come first class so that it may be forwarded to me.
My map maker is hounding me for his money. Can you press the Development Commission to
pay the bill?
Sugarloaf is by the precise levels of the U.S.G.S. survey the second highest summit in Maine. I
am in close touch with the Survey and will know if Sugarloaf yields. Old Spec may be surveyed
this year. I too, have seen those high figures for Snow Mountain and couldn't understand them.
Kibby is the nearest I have been to it. The Traveler was my favorite for No. 2 but, unless my
barometer was badly off, it is a lost hope. Sugarloaf is in a high group.
The lady who now owns the Stodder photos should value them for other reasons then sentiment.
The collection is unique. When I found that none would do for the folder, I concluded that the
time was opportune to "preserve for posterity those records”. If they go back to Norcross, they
will never emerge. We are photographing them. By we I mean myself and some A.M.C. friends.
We shall deposit the new negatives with the A.M.C. Please don't be alarmed-- there is no
infringement of copyright or ownership. Moreover, you are not particeps criminis--equally
innocent you do not share in preserving the records. We will do this as speedily as possible and
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hurry them back to you. The details have taken time. Seriously, the opportunity to preserve such
records ought not be overlooked. I would do the same with the Hallowell negatives.
Do you know the "Moose Book" "by Samuel Merrill? His trips to the Maine Woods extend from
1886 to 1915. He was most accurate and his “hunting record” is a mine of information. I
recently checked over his maps and photos for Maine data. (The Katahdin folder uses two of
Merrill’s photos.) I selected 25 of the scenic photos. But if you ever want game pictures (moose)
this collection is unique. His nephew, James C. Merrill, 73 North Maine St., Haverhill,
Massachusetts, now owns them.
CC: Charles H. Warner, Fall River, Massachusetts
March 5, 1934. Myron Avery to George H. Houghton, Bangor & Aroostook R.R.
Dear Mr. Houghton:
I have seen just recently, for the first time, two publications issued by the B. & A. Railroad.
With the passing of time, these have become most valuable for our collection of Maine material.
I am writing to ask if in any way you can help us obtain them at this time. They are:
A book of about 175 pages, issued in 1902, entitled “In Pine Tree Jungle”.
A map, entitled “Map for Northern Maine adapted to Use of Sportsmen”. Issued by the B.
&. A. Railroad. Compiled in 1897 by Harry A. Frink.
I presume that you duly received the copy of “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine”, which
we sent you some time ago.
March 7, 1934. Fannie H. Eckstorm to Myron Avery
Dear Myron Avery:
Yours of the fifth is here, but I am just too late to look up the page references in the Guide. Only
yesterday I lent it to F. L. Tracy, brother of "Love and Tracy". When he returns it I will try to
check up.
Mr. Tracy is a singer and has become interested in the old songs I have been collecting on.
Though I had talked by phone with him I never saw him until day before yesterday. Then he
came in and sang a sheaf of songs he knew. Well, when I saw he was an old river-driver, I knew
I was fixed to get anything he knew— that is, of course---So I gave him a copy of the
‘'Minstrelsy of Maine "and yesterday morning he was back again, full of it. He had sat up till
midnight reading the book, and all about Gerry’s Rock and the East Branch. So we didn't talk
songs, but woods. And I showed him maps and lent him your Guide and promised the typed
papers you had loaned me. And I think I have one of the best woods singers anywhere to be had
now!
I'll try later on to answer your questions definitely enough for you to use the answers.
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I copied the mountain article myself so that Prof. Ganong could pass on the Indian work— which
he approves. Somewhere I probably have a duplicate which I could send you.
Your remark about the Cooper papers clicks. I think I can tell you the rest of the story. I heard it
forty years ago when I was living in Eastport. (I went there in December, 1894). I recall that
some one told my husband that there used to be a hunch-back who lived there, or near, who was
tormented by a doctor, who threatened to dissect— perhaps to skeletonize— the man when he
died. It so wrought upon the man's nerves that he directed that he should be buried in a lead
coffin, some miles off West Quoddy Head.
The man's name I never heard— But I think you could find the will all right and prove up the
story.
And the name of David Owen reminds me of a new clue. Professor Ganong came from New
Brunswick— has a brother in St. Stephen. He has been appointed honorary curator of the new
museum at Halifax and is the greatest authority there is on eastern Indian names and maps of the
New-England-New-Brunswick coast. Some time since, perhaps two years ago, he published in a
regular periodical publication of the New York Public library a series of articles on the mapping
of the coasts one of which he loaned me as of interest to me. It was the journal of Capt. Owen,
made before the Revolution, and dealt entirely with the coast from St. George to Kennebec River,
a detailed log, very interesting.
Now Captain Owen, R.N. is before the date you want, but it may be that Prof. Ganong may know
as much as anyone about the Cooper papers. His address is Wm. F. Ganong, 385 Prospect
Heights, Northampton, Mass. Since he is now emeritus, you need not hesitate to write him and
just say I sent you; he will do all he can. Perhaps he may have some suggestion. Anyway, in the
Library of Congress you can find his article, and Victor Psaltits of the N.Y. Public Library could
tell you just the title and date, if it would save time.
I, too, am surprised, to find Borestone on Jackson’s Survey. I not only know the volumes, but
own all except the volume of illustrations. And I never thought of looking into it.
Yes, I did have the Trail as a whole; and supposed I had acknowledged it; but perhaps it came
about the time of my brother’s death.
My brother, 1 think, owned Mr. Merrill’s "Moose Book" but somehow I do not recall it.
Mrs. J. C. Stodder is still living, 19 West Broadway, Bangor, and perhaps has more early
photographs. Do you know of a series of stereoscopic views, taken in the early seventies by A. L.
Hinds, of Benton. Me., I believe. I remember Stodder's picture of Chesuncook when it "blowed",
but I thought it was earlier than 1876. I felt sure that it went out one year when John Ross had the
drive and it "hung" the drive. In 1876, he was driving the Connecticut.
In Footnote 6, I would omit the "noted author"— she ain't!
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The Merimichi, Chase , and Mattawamkeag fires were three separate fires, but all the same year.
I have just given Mrs. Susan M. Lewis, of Brownville, daughter and granddaughter of the
Merrills who opened the slate works there, a little account, of the cause of the Chase Fire which I
copied down from my father's conversation fully fifty years ago. That was set to burn out Indian
beaver hunters. Old Chase and his sons set it. The Mattawamkeag fires were believed to be set
by order of state officials. who by burning up the meadow hay cut by plunderers to feed their
cattle in winter and to stop them who were stealing pine from state lands. I am not sure of the
accuracy of the belief of this; but the origin of the Chase fire my father had from the Indians
themselves.
The note on the old Indian battle I could give in more detail if I could find some notes. I took
them down from a man named Harmon, whose mother kept a mill boarding house at Willimantic.
He told me he was working with a crew putting in a twitch road which led from the lake about
northward between the hills. They came across so many stone weapons, axes, spear heads, etc
that the crew simply tossed them off into the bushes. I got him to draw me a map of the place,
and have it somewhere. I have heard of Wilson Pond being named as the scene of a prehistoric
battle; but I suspect that tradition, may have erred, and this may have been the place.
Sincerely and heartily,
{Avery note: W. D. Greene. Can you locate this road. This summer see if you can find Harmon
to get any information.}
March 7, 1934. Myron Avery to Walcott Cutler
Dear Mr. Cutler:
Miss Meserve told me at Boston that you had spent some time this fall on a section of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. She also said that you had secured some photos and had some
slides made up of the views along the route. She said that these had gone to Mr. Comey but
apparently they have gone no further. As you know, we are building up a lantern slide lecture
and collection of photographs for the Trail in Maine. If you could tell me the situation or let me
look at a set of the prints, it would help greatly.
Did you have occasion to use the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine on your trip?
P.S. Your letter of March 1, 1934 has just come to hand. I appreciate very much your sending
me these copies for A.T. use. I am adding these references to the A.T. Bibliography. However,
the publication should be readily available for your reference. I suggest that you deposit copies
with the A.M.C. Library. In preparing the notation for inclusion in Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine, I have so indicated. The result is enclosed. Part of the Exploration article was
not enclosed. Only pp. 3 to 6 were included.
CC: Charles H. Warner, Fall River, Mass.
March 12, 1934. Myron Avery to Walcott Cutler
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Dear Sir:
Thank you for your letter of March 9th. The photos have arrived and I have studied them with
great interest.
Mr. Warner, the new custodian of slides, is much interested in the A.T. in Maine and to get direct
action I have sent your photos and letter to him. He will return them to you. He would pass on
the slide matter anyway and it will save time.
There are three prints which I should like to have. These are Bigelow, showing tower, view of
Crockertown and Sugarloaf from Bigelow Village. I enclose postage for cost of prints and shall
be gratified if you will let me have them. The Trail Conference has extremely limited funds. We
are struggling now to pay off our debts on the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and The
Appalachian Trail. Therefore, we shall have to forego the use of the cuts and any slides.
As to the publications with your articles, they should be deposited in some permanent place.
Does the A.M.C. have any copies? If not, I will add the copies which you sent me.
I have had some interesting correspondence with Phillips and Taylor and hope to see them next
summer.
Shall I return the cut as the A.T. is absolutely unable to help defray its cost.
CC: C. H. Warner
March 12, 1934. Ron Gower, A.M.C. Committee on Excursions, to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:Thanks for the clipping. It was interesting.
The trip is coming along slowly. So far I have four tentative registrations, and it looks as though
one of those would bring along a guest.
My costs are not responding to pruning as I would have them. I am figuring on having each
person get up to Bangor via automobile, or in any other way he may wish. We will plan on auto
transportation that far. Then, if in the meantime Mr. Crawford doesn't declare war on us, I plan
on taking the afternoon train to Millinocket, have him meet us at the train and spend the night at
Togue. Then if the next day is at all suitable, have him land us at the foot of Abol Trail and start
up, spending that night at York's.
My costs are as follows:
Train Ban. – Mill.
To Togue
At Togue
To Abol

$3.00
3.00*
4.00*
1.00*

frd.
34.00
At Berry’s
$3.25
At Boudreau’s or Chadwick’s 3.00
At York’s
3.50
At Dore’s
3.00
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At York’s
Ferry
Ferry Clifford’s
At Clifford’s
At Nahmakanta
At Whitehouse
2 days at Potter’s
Guide for Joe Mary

4.00
.25
.25
4.00
4.00
3.00*
7.50
.50

At Wilkin’s
At Wilkin’s
Spare night
Auto to and from Monson
Train to Bangor
Emergency
Leader’s load figured on
party of ten people

3.50*
3.50*
3.00
3.00
2.80*
1.00

6.35
$69.90
The asterisk means not checked but believed to be accurate. Of course the spare night might be
put in anywhere, and in fact there will probably be two, which will cut down the nights at
Wilkin's to one, but the cost will not be much affected by that.
I shall appreciate your early criticism of the above, as I should have the April notice in Miss
Meserve’s hands on March 15.
March 13. 1934. Frederick P. Bonney, Maine State Highway Commission, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Always glad to receive your views on Appalachia and Baxter Park also our ideas are in accord.
March 13, 1934. Geo. M. Houghton, Bangor & Aroostook R.R., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am in receipt of your letter of the 5th inst., and I have just two bound copies of our book
entitled "In Pine Tree Jungles", issued in 1902. I am sending one of these to you which I trust
will make your file complete.
I recall the map entitled "Map for Northern Maine Adapted to Use of Sportsmen", issued by this
company and compiled in 1897 by Harry A. Frink, but every copy must have been burned in the
Bangor fire of 1911 so we are unable to send you one of these, and I do not know of Mr. Frink’s
address at this time.
I cannot find that we received copy of "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine", but do have
the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide with map which I think is the same one to which you refer. We
obtained this from the Appalachian Mountain Club in Boston, for which we paid 50¢.
March 14, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Any rift with the A.M.C. was news to me. I made sure that the matter of the appropriation for the
ATC came up at the council yesterday, and you may be relieved to know that the $15 was voted,-so I assume a check will go forward this week to Torrey.
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I enclose tracing to scale of the new trails near Bigelow. It was easier than taking out and
folding up my sheet. You will note latitude and longitude control marks enable it to be laid on
the U.S. topo sheet accurately.
May I correct one point as to sales of NETC publications. It has always been our policy to
deliver a certain number of copies of each publication to those of our constituents that
contributed at all largely, this as a part of the mutual benefit derived from membership. They are
entitled to dispose of these as they see fit. After that they may purchase from the NETC
additional copies at the wholesale rate, if ordered in lots of 10 or more,--namely 35¢ for the
Guide. 15¢ represents roughly reselling cost. If the AMC sell all the 40 (or 50 I forget which)
that they first received, they will presumably purchase additional units of 10 or more from us.
In regard to other finances, would you like to talk this over with me at our mutual convenience?
March 19, 1934. Myron Avery to Prentiss & Carlisle, Bangor, Attn: George T. Carlisle
Gentlemen:
I presume that you duly received the copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine which
we sent to you, together with additional copies of the map based on your county maps.
You may recall sending me tracings of the White Cap region for F. C. Hinckley. Since our trail
marking trip in Maine I have been studying these maps with considerable interest. White Cap,
Baker, Saddle Back, Indian and Elephant represent a considerable mountain group and outside of
the Katahdin group and the Barren-Chairback Range represent the most interesting mountain
group along the Trail between Blanchard and Katahdin. I had therefore used your contour map
as a base, eliminating one hundred foot contours which are unnumbered. This leaves the
numbered contours. On this base I have made many corrections as to trails, etc. Then I
attempted to add data from other maps. The result is a composite of all the data which I could
obtain. I plan to have this reduced and, after next summer’s corrections are in, have it retraced. I
had thought that it would be of interest to you to check over my copy and correct your tracings;
also to correct any errors or put in additional material. I will then have the negatives corrected
and reduced copies made. Corrections can be made in pencil on the print.
I should like to finish the matter within a couple of weeks. If you are too busy or do not care to
look into the matter, I shall appreciate your returning the map at once.
You will notice that the map fits into Mr. Philbrick’s on the south. We are giving ourselves the
pleasure of trying to piece together a map between this White Cap map and the Katahdin map
shown in the A.M.C. Guide. The hard road will be the north boundary of this map.
By the way, do you happen to know of a Geo. C. Purington, who made a very comprehensive
map from Katahdin to Pleasant River somewhere between 1922 and 1930?
March 19, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur C. Comey
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Dear Arthur:
Many thanks for yours of March 14th.
I am still much puzzled at Blood’s remark. If he is under any misapprehension I should like to
have it cleared up. I shall adopt your suggestion and see you when next in Boston. I hope it will
be before I go to the West Coast for a month in April.
March 28, 1934. Cary W. Bok, The Machigonne Company, [to Prentiss & Carlisle?]
Dear Sirs:
I have been told that you have the best county maps of Maine that are published. I need the best
possible maps I can get for the St. John trip, which I plan to take this summer. This would take in
Somerset and Aroostook, and maybe Piscataquis. Can you oblige?
March 29, 1934. George T. Carlisle to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have received the copy of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine together with the
additional copies of the map for which we wish to thank you.
We have received the copy of your map of the White Cap Section and have been over the various
details with some care. We found very little that we could change from the data we have on
hand. We are returning your copy under separate cover.
We do not seem to know Mr. Geo. C. Purington and we do not remember of seeing a copy of his
map.
March 31, 1934. Prentiss & Carlisle [?] to Cary W. Bok
Dear Sir:
In accordance with your letter of the 28th, we take pleasure in sending to you today one
Somerset and one Piscataquis County map. Please examine these and if they meet with your
approval and are what you require, will you please send us your check for $2.00.
We are at the present time engaged in compiling Aroostook County, but doubt very much if it is
completed within a month or six weeks. We will be glad to notify you when it is published.
{Letter ret’d. sent again 4/4 with note.}
April 2, 1934. Myron Avery to Ron Gower
Dear Ron:
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Many thanks for your kindness in sending me the copy of your letter to Miss Kemball. I would
like to see some P.A.T.C. people make the trip and she is good.
I have been away most of the week and am leaving again Sunday. On my return I found the 1934
"In the Maine Woods'’. Copies were to be sent to you and Warner. I notice a couple of ”e"
missing from the photo on p. 25. Also in the same mail was page proof for the Katahdin booklet.
It has the proof of the cuts etc. and looks like a fine job. So this should be out soon. I am going to
try and get a supply of copies. It looks as if the title is to be "Climbing Mount Katahdin in
Maine”, published by the Maine Development Commission, 24 pages. It can be had from the
Maine Publicity Bureau.
On the Guidebook, refer people to the A.T. Conference, as per enclosed card. Perhaps in some
Bulletin notice you can refer to it for an account of the region traversed.
As to that guest fee, I told Miss Kemball that there probably wouldn’t be any. I had in my mind
that either you or Peabody had told me that it would not be asked from P.A.T.C. people or others
I brought in and recommended.
Tal Arnold has the Big Houston Pond Camps. He joined the A.M.C. and took a party over part of
the Trail to Katahdin. It may have been for business reasons and it seemed too bad to pass him
up, but without spending three days on Chairback, it can’t be done otherwise. It is as far from
Arnolds to Bodfish as from York’s. I wonder since he is A.M.C. - if you ought to write and
explain why he is passed up?
1 am sending your letter on to Walter Greene, so he will know the arrangements. Any word from
Crawford?
Prentiss & Carlisle have checked the White Cap map and are returning it. We will have two
good intermediate maps soon for you.
Are you getting out a Katahdin Supplement? If so, you might refer to this booklet if and when it
appears.
Written after Mr. Avery left Washington.
CC: W. D. Green, The Lambs Club, New York
Mr. Avery neglected to leave the enclosures mentioned in this letter. He will send those to you
on his return to Washington.
April 2, 1934. Myron Avery to Shenandoah Publishing House
Gentlemen:
The invoice sent with your letter of March 28th harks back to an error which I thought had been
corrected. This item of $8.50 for cards has no part in the Maine Guidebook bill. (By error, I told
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Torrey to send you only $8.00. Bill him direct for this $0.50.) I have gone through my files and
located a correct statement of this account. So if you will bring this up to date, sending Mr.
Torrey and myself a copy, I will appreciate it.
Also I have enough bills, so I won’t object to your following the statement rather than billing me
as per March 28th.
If you will bill Mr. Torrey for this $.50, then the amount of $40.55 represents balance of any A.T.
indebtedness.
I enclose the statement and invoice.
Written after Mr. Avery left Washington.
April 2, 1934. Myron Avery to R. H. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps
Dear Crawford:
There is a bit of information which I should like to get through you and at the same time I wish,
for certain reasons, not to have anyone know that I have asked you. What arrangement did that
A.M.C. rock climbing party make with you for the use of the Basin Ponds cabin and what did
they pay you? You remember that on our way in with you, you spoke about Miller and this trip.
I presume you duly received the copy of the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine” and the
publication on the Trail as a whole.
For your convenience in replying, I enclose an addressed, stamped envelope.
Written after Mr. Avery left Washington.
April 3, 1934

ELEVATIONS OF MOUNTAINS IN MAINE

The question of the mountain in Maine next in height to the Katahdin group awaits the
determination of the elevation of “Old Speck” near Grafton Notch and of The Traveler. As yet,
none of the Geological Survey parties have turned vertical angles on Old Speck or occupied the
mountain. It is thought that this peak is probably the only one which may displace Sugarloaf’s
4237 feet as Maine’s second highest. For a barometer elevation of The Traveler as 3340 ft., see
page 23 of the 1933 issue of In the Maine Woods.
Peak

Height

Source

Katahdin:
Baxter (Monument Peak)…………5267……………..Katahdin Quadrangle
South Peak…………………………5240……………..
“
“
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Pamola…………………………….4902…………….
Hamlin Peak……………………….4761……………
Northern Peaks…………………….4734 (4612, 4182)

“
“
“

“
“
“

Old Speck…………………………………..4250……………Estimate at P. 84, Guide to
A. T. in Me. and P. 79 A.M.C.
White Mtn. Guide, 8th ed.
Sugarloaf…………………………………..4237……………Stratton Quadrangle
Crocker (Pisgah)………………………..…4156…………….
“
“
Bigelow……………………………………4150…………….
“
“
North Brother………………………………4143……………Katahdin Quadrangle
Saddleback…………………………………4116……………Rangeley field sheet; figure of
4098 changed from Phillips Quad.
Baldpate (Bear River, Whitecap, Saddleback) 4080 est………Page 80, A.M.C. White Mountain
Guide, 8th Edition
Elephant…………………………………3654………………From vertical angles by U.S.G.S.
in connection with Oquossoc Quad.
Kibby……………………………………3638………………Chain Lakes Photolith
Doubletop (North Peak)…………………3600 (est.)………..A.M.C. Katahdin Map
Baker…………………………………….3589………………Page 38, Guide to A.T. in Maine
Tumbledown (Somerset County, T5R6)…3542……………..Spencer Quadrangle
Little Spruce………………………………3274…………….Page 38, Guide to A.T. in Maine
Mt. Blue (Avon)…………………………..3187……………Dixfield Quadrangle
Saddlerock………………………………...3054……………Page 38, Guide to A.T. in Maine
Tumbledown (Franklin County)………….3036…………….Rumford Quadrangle
Whitecap (Rumford Whitecap)……….…..2197…………….Rumford Quadrangle
Abraham…………………………………..4049…………….Phillips Quadrangle
The Horn of Saddleback………………….4023……………..
“
“
Spalding…………………………………..3988……………..Stratton Quadrangle
South Brother……………………………..3951……………..A.M.C. Katahdin Map based on
U.S.G.S. Katahdin Photolith
Snow Mtn…………………………………3948…………….Chain Lakes Photolith
Fort Mtn…………………………………...3861…………….Katahdin Quadrangle
Goose Eye………………………………....3854 est……..…..Page 57, A.M.C. White Mtn.
Guide, 8th ed.
Kennebago…………………………………3825…………….Kennebago Photolith
Mt. Coe…………………………………….3782…………….A.M.C. Katahdin Map based on
U.S.G.S. Katahdin Photolith
The Owl……………………………………3736…………….Katahdin Quadrangle
Mt. Coburn…………………………………3718…………….Pierce Pond Quadrangle
Whitecap……………………………………3707……………Page 38, Guide to A.T. in Maine
West Kennebago……………………………3705……………Cupsuptic Photolith
Old Blue (Letter D, Byron, Franklin Cty.)….3700*…………Estimate at p. 83, Guide to the A.T.
in New England. To appear on Old
Spec Quadrangle when surveyed;
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known to U.S.G.S. as “Scrub”\
triangulation station.
*Elephant was estimated 3800 ft. (page 83, same Guide); if proportion holds, Old Blue should be
approximately 3550 ft.
April 9, 1934. Julian R. Speyers, 510 Park Avenue, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Sorry I could not get your maps back before but my “draftsman” left for Carolina and I had a
heck of a time. The upper portion of my map I know nothing about but around Berry’s it is
pretty fair. I would appreciate your completed map very much and hope you will send me a
good copy. Any charges naturally I will pay for. How soon will I get my original? With kindest
regards.
P.S. I am trying to get Greene for dinner Wednesday.
April 11, 1934. W. C. Mendenhall, Director, U. S. Geological Survey, to Arthur M. Fogg
Dear Mr. Fogg:
In reply to your letter of March 27:
There is yet a question as to which mountain in the State of Maine is second in height to Mount
Katahdin. The Geological Survey believes that either Old Speck or The Traveler will be found
to have an elevation that will put one or the other in second place.
The enclosed table indicates figures of elevation in feet above mean sea level for some of the
mountains of Maine as they are now accepted by the Geological Survey or as they are estimated
from the sources cited on the table.
Some of the Geological Survey’s quadrangles mentioned in the enclosed table are not yet
published. (See those with asterisk.) The elevations on these quadrangles were taken from the
preliminary photolithographic copies. (See enclosed index to Maine maps.)
It is apparent, from the enclosed table, that there are many mountains in Maine higher than
Mount Coburn. The figure of elevation shown for Mount Coburn can not possibly be in error by
any such amount as would be necessary to put it in second place. There is, in fact, reason to
believe that the figure given, namely 3,718 feet, is no more inaccurate than other elevations
determined in a similar manner when these topographic maps are made. It should not be
expected that this figure is in error more than one or two feet.
April 10, 1934. MAINE MOUNTAIN PEAKS by MES
PEAK
Katahdin, Mount

QUADRANGLE
Katahdin

FEET ELEVATION
5,267
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Old Speck (see note 1)
Sugarloaf
Crocker (Pisgah)
Bigelow
North Brother
Saddleback (see note 2)
Baldpate (see note 3)
Abraham
The Horn of Saddleback
Spalding
South Brother (see note 4)
Snow Mountain
Fort Mountain
Goose Eye (see note 5)
Kennebago
Coe, Mount (see note 6)
The Owl
Coburn, Mount
Whitecap (see note 7)
West Kennebago
Old Blue (Franklin county)
(see note 8)
Elephant (see note 9)
Kibby

Unsurveyed by USGS
Stratton
do.
do.
Katahdin
Phillips
Unsurveyed by USGS
Phillips
do.
Stratton
Unsurveyed by USGS
Chain Lakes
Katahdin
Unsurveyed by USGS
Kennebago*
Unsurveyed by USGS
Katahdin
Pierce Pond
Unsurveyed by USGS
Cupsuptic*
Unsurveyed by USGS

4,250
4,237
4,168
4,150
4,143
4,116
4,080
4,049
4,023
3,988
3,951
3,948
3,861
3,854
3,825
3,782
3,736
3,718
3,707
3,705
3,700

Unsurveyed by USGS
Chain Lakes

3,654
3,638

*Not yet published
1. As estimated on page 79 of the Eighth Edition of Appalachian Mountain Club White
Mountain Guide.
2. The corrected figure of elevation determined when the Rangeley Q. was surveyed by the
Geological Survey.
3. As given on page 80 of the Eighth Edition of Appalachian Mountain Club White Mountain
Guide.
4. Given on the Katahdin map of the Appalachian Mountain Club.
5. Given on page 57 of the Eighth Edition of Appalachian Mountain Club White Mountain Guide.
6. Shown on the Katahdin map of the Appalachian Mountain Club.
7. As given on page 38 of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
8. As given on page 83 of the Eighth Edition of Appalachian Mountain Club White Mountain
Guide.
9. From vertical angles by the Geological Survey in connection with surveys on Oquossoc Q.
--Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine—Katahdin to Mount Bigelow—Publication No. 4,
The Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Bldg., Washington, D.C., 1934.
--The Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass., Adelaide Meserve, Editor.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

72

April 12, 1934. Additional elevations in Maine over 3,000—not brought up to date. Arthur
Comey [to Myron Avery?].
Boil Mtn
East Royce Mtn
Panther Mtn.
Spencer Mtn.
Squaw Mtn.
Aziscoos Mtn.
Carlo Mtn.
North Peak, Gooseye Mtn.
Fulling Mill Mtn.
Green Mtn.
Sunday River Whitecap
Puzzle Mtn.
Traveler Mtn.
Barren Mtn.
Bosebuck Mtn.
Little Bigelow
Long Mtn.
Lone Mtn.
Mullen Mtn.
North Turner Mtn.
Rum Mtn.
Rump Mtn.
The Owl

T3, R5, WBKP, Franklin Co.
Batchelder’s, Oxford Co.
T3, R5, WBKP, Franklin Co.
Middlesex Canal Grant, Piscataquis Co.
T2, R6, BKPEKR
Lincoln Plant., Oxford Co.
Riley, Oxford Co.
Riley, Oxford Co.
Riley, Oxford Co.
Riley, Oxford Co.
Newry, Grafton and Riley, Oxford
Newry and Andover, Oxford Co.
T3, R8
Lynchtown.3149
Dead River Plant.
Andover, Oxford Co.
Andover, Oxford Co.
T4, R10
T4, R9
T3, R9
Parmachenee
T3, R10

3620
3125
3586
3035
3262
3100 ±
3520
3650 ±
3460
3300
3500 ±
3000 ±
3340 ±
3681
3001
3165
3081
3450
3323
3361
3647
3736

I have not taken the time to check these against new data, nor to add a number of other heights
shown on the recent sheets. You can do this readily. And of course you should strike off
Rumford Whitecap from your list. The mountains under 3000 are legion. But I do think it is
important not to issue lists apparently listing all the known mountains in Maine over 3000 and
leave out nearly half of them.
There are a number of mountains north of Kennebago that may be over 4000 and may (?) exceed
Sugarloaf.
April 16, 1934. [?] Wesleysmith, Aeronautical Engineering Co. to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
In consideration of the payment by you of the balance of the bill due from the Maine
Development Commission for printing maps, I hereby agree that I have been paid in full for all
work done by my Company which has come to me through you for any source whatsoever. This
includes all work for Mr. Allen or yourself in connection with maps for Guide to Paths in the
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Blue Ridge; Work for Mr. Torrey in connection with his Guidebook (except only that I am to be
paid a sum less than $100 for printing 1650 copies of all the maps for that book, which I have
drafted—in accordance with Mr. Torrey’s letter to me and my later acceptance of $80 for the
balance of the drafting bill) and all work for the maps in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine
and all work on the map of the White Cap Region. I understand that you have no financial
obligation for the work which I am doing for Mr. Boardman.
April 16, 1934. [?] Wesleysmith
Received of Myron H. Avery the sum of Thirty Eight Dollars and fifty cents covering all charges
of any sort whatsoever incurred in connection with the drafting, correction and printing of maps
appearing in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
April 16, 1934. Myron Avery to S. E. Clement, U.S. Geological Survey
Dear Mr. Clement:
I am writing to you in connection with the section of the Rangeley sheet on which you worked
with Bill McKinley last summer. When I tried to find you at the Survey recently, I found that
you had left for the field again. I have the impression that I had previously met you at the
Survey when I have been there talking about sections of Maine in which I am interested.
Last summer we marked the Appalachian Trail in Maine from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow and
issued a Guidebook to this region. We are laying plans for extending the route. The C.C.C.
Camp is to cut a trail from Bigelow to Sugarloaf and the Game Wardens plan to extend it from
Sugarloaf to Saddleback. The next objective is Elephant and Old Blue. The inked in sheet
shows connecting trails all the way across the sheet. The section you worked shows a trail
leading up the West Fork of Swift River to a set of buildings which I take to be lumber camps.
These lie just east of the sag between Elephant and Old Blue. What I am particularly interested
in is finding out about the approaches to Old Blue. Did this trail extend from the lumber camps
west over the saddle and down to the Highway on the West? Did you cross this saddle or reach
the camps from the highway on the west? This seems only a couple of miles away from the
Camps. After Old Blue our next objective will be Baldpate, then Old Speck. Any information
which you can give me about this section will help greatly. For your convenience in replying, I
am enclosing an addressed envelope.
CC: Mr. W. K. McKinley
April 16, 1934. Myron Avery to Maine Sporting Camp Owners (list follows)
Dear Mr.
I presume that you duly received the copy of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE. As we have heard nothing to the contrary, we assume that you have found no errors in
it and that the references to your camps were satisfactory.
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We have felt that it would be most desirable to have an accurate map of the region between
Katahdin and the area covered by Dr. Philbrick’s contour maps. During the winter we have taken
all of the available maps and made up two maps covering this region. I have sent, under separate
cover, the map which covers your region. When this book comes out again we can include these
maps but in the interval we want to get as many corrections as possible for the map. I want to
ask if you would do me the favor of taking the map and studying it carefully. The errors can be
traced on thin paper which I can fit over the map, or if there are many you can draw the
corrections on the blueprint in pencil and return it to me. I will either return it to you or send a
new print. I want to get all details right. The trails are particularly important and I am counting
on your help in getting the map correct in every way.
If you would hang up the map in your camps—as I presume you will place the Guidebook on
display, it will help attract attention and perhaps result in further corrections.
If there have been any developments along the Trail route since we were over it, I would greatly
appreciate your letting me know about them.
I am hoping that with the publicity given the Trail through the Guidebook that people will soon
commence to make use of it.
With kindest regards,
This letter to be sent to the following:
Mr. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Mr. Ralph E. York, Long Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
Mr. Leon E. Potter, The Antlers Camps, Millinocket, Maine. [Also, an extra paragraph, at the
end, reading:] “We have in mind the trail to Joe Mary Mountain and hope to do
something with it as soon as we finish paying for this Guide. Also, I imagine a part of
the Potaywadjo Ridge trail will need swamping again. I am counting on real help from
you on the map corrections. You will note that there is no reference in text or on maps to
your Church Pond Camp.”)
Mr. Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine. [Also, an extra paragraph, at the end,
reading:] “I fear that the approaches to Rainbow are far from correct. Will you try to
indicate all the trails, camps, etc.? Do you drive a car from Chesuncook Pond to Big
Cove and Clarks Camps?”
Mr. J. L. Macdonald, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Mr. Fred M. Chadwick, Kokadjo, Maine
Mr. W. L. Arnold, Big Houston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine
Mr. Earle York, York’s Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Maine
Mr. Will Dore, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine
McDougall’s Camps, Nahmakanta Lake, Norcrosss, Maine
MacLeod & Call, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine. [This letter omitted the last two
paragraphs.]
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April 16, 1934. List of People to Whom Maine Development Booklet on Katahdin (1934) To
Be Sent
{M. H. Avery, USSBMFC—12 copies}
R.H. Crawford, Togue Pond Camps, Mlllinocket, Maine.
Oliver Cobb, Katahdin Lake Camps, Mlllinocket, Maine
J. L. Macdonald, White House Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Joe Boudreau, Third West Branch, Kokadjo, Maine.
J. B. Dodge, A.M.C. Pinkham Notch Camps, Gorham, N.H.
Arthur M. Fogg, President, Eastern States Mountain Club, 63 Pleasant Ave.,
Portland, Maine
F. J. Greenhalgh, Box 64, Washington Bridge Station, New York City.
Mrs. Emma Whitney, Lewiston Evening Journal, Lewiston, Me.
Wilkins' Sporting Camps, Monson, Maine.
McCleod and Call, Little Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Sherman's Camps, Big Lyford Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
W.A. Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce, Bangor, Maine.
Frank C. Hlnckley, 39 Hammond Street, Bangor, Maine.
Harry W. Davis, Fire Warden, Monson, Maine.
Earle York, York's Twin Pine Camps, Greenville, Maine
Charles Berry. Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
W. L, Arnold, Big Huston Pond Camps, Katahdin Iron Works, Maine.
Chadwick's Camps, West Branch Ponds, Kokadjo, Maine
Leon E. Potter, The Antlers Camps, Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine.
Mrs. Robert McDougall, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Ralph York, Long Pond Camps, Milo, Maine.
The Call Studio, Dexter, Maine.
Clifford's Rainbow Lake Camps, Greenville, Maine
G. H. Stobie. Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game, Augusta.Maine.
Ovid Butler, Editor, American. Forests, 1713 K St. N.W. , Washlngton, D.C,
Richard Westwood, Nature Magazine, 1214 - 16th St. N.W. , Washington, D.C.
Edgar L. Heermance, Conn. Forest & Park Assn., 215 Church St., New Haven, Conn
Will Dore, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine.
Ned K. Anderson, Brae Burn Farm, Sherman, P.0. Gaylordsville, Connecticut,
L. K. Moorehead, 33 East 61st St., New York City.
Ralph C. Larrabee, 912 Beacon St., Boston, Mass.
H. C. Anderson, Metropolitan. Bank Building, Washlngton, D.C
Green Mountain Club, Rutland, Vermont
The Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.
Herbert Blackwell, Watchman, Mt. Bigelow, Stratton, Maine
Herbert Martin, Patrolman, Maine Forest Service, Caratunk, Maine
Ralph Sterling, Caratunk, Maine.
Viles Wing, patrolman, Maine Forest Service, Flagstaff, Maine.
J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, P.0. The Forks, Maine
E. S. Steele, Carry Pond, Maine
Helen N. Taylor, Game Warden, Eustis, Maine.
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Frank E. Phillips, Kingfield, Maine.
Percival P. Baxter, 191 Pine St., Portland, Maine.
Robert M. Moore, R. D. No. Box 28-A, Pasadena, California.
Prentiss & Carlisle. Inc., Merrill Trust Building. Bangor. Maine
Thomas L. Dixon. C.C.C. Camp 56-P, Flagstaff. Maine
Ted Whitten, Game Warden, Dover-Foxcroft, Maine.
LeRoy Dudley. Stacyville, Maine.
Bradeen’s Kidney Pond Camps. Greenville. Me.
Tracey, Wm. F., Stacyville, Maine.
The Library. Bowdoin College. Brunswick. Maine.
The Library, University of Maine. Orono, Maine
The Library, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
H. M. Boulier, Staceyville, Maine.
John F. Ward, 1st Selectman, Millinocket, Maine.
Frederick D. Bonney, Rangeley
W. R. Brown (The Brown Co.) Berlin, N.E.
Edward S. C. Smith, Department of Geology, Union College, Schenectady, N.Y.
Frank Schairer, Carnegie Geophysical Laboratory, Washington, D.C.
Henry R. Buck, 650 Maine St., Hartford, Connecticut.
The Lubec Herald, Lubec, Maine.
Manford Fickett, North Lubec, Maine.
Mrs. Fannie Hardy Eckstorm, Wilson St., Brewer, Maine.
Edward B. Draper, 55 Magazine St., Cambridge, Mass.
Neil L. Violette, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
H. E. Dunnack. State Librarian, Augusta, Maine (Personal)
Charles Maher, Care of Trout Brook Farm, Matagamon Postoffice, Maine.
Arthur C. Comey, Abbot Building, Harvard Square, Cambridge, Mass.
R. L. M. Underhill, 130 Warren St., Newton Centre, Mass.
W. R. Williamson. 1590 Boulevard Ave., Hartford, Connecticut
Lee Wallis Gibbons, 234 North Ave., New Rochelle, N. Y.
Mr. Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club, New York, N.Y.
Prof. Leland M. Goodrich, Brown University, Providence, R, I.
R. D. Stephens, Lincoln Pulpwood Company, Brewer, Maine,
L. S. Cook, Division of Forest Engineering, Great Northern Paper Co., Bangor, Maine
Albion R. Rich, Lubec, Maine.
Dr, Morits Cross, 133 West 77th St,, New York, N.Y.
John M. Woolsey, 131 East 66th St., New York, II.Y,
Kenneth A, Henderson, 238 Chestnut St., West Newton, Mass.
Kenneth S. Boardman, Federal Trade Commission, Washington, D. C.
A. H. Jackman, Northwestern Mutual Ins. Co, Union Trust Bldg., Wash. D.C.
Edgar M. Mills, Christian Science Monitor, Back Bay Station, Boston, Mass.
Alfred Elden, Spring Street, Portland, Maine,
Raymond H. Torrey, 99-28 - 193rd St., Hollis, Queens, Long Island, N.Y.
Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy St., Boston, Mass
S. S. Philbrlck, Department of Geology, John Hopkins, Baltimore, Maryland
Harry Davis, Monson, Maine (Chief Fire Warden)
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Ronald L. Gower, 155 Oakleigh Road, Newton, Mass.
Alfred H. Edgerly, 17 Gray St., Cambridge, Hass.
Charles H. Blood, Barristers Hall, Boston, Mass,
Dean Peabody, Jr., 362 Clyde St., Brookline, Mass.
Benton MacKaye, Shirley Center, Mass.
Arthur H. Norton, Elm St., Port land, Maine.
Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine
Miss Mary Jo Kempt, American Civic Assn., Union Trust Building, Wash., D. C.
H. G. Avery, Lubec, Maine
Dr. Lore A. Rogers, 3635 S. St. N.W. Washington, D. C.
Kathryn A, Fulkerson, The Ethelhurst, 1025 - 15th St., N.W., Washington, D. C.
Dr. G. W. Leadbetter, 4437 Cathedral Ave, N.W. . Washington, D.C.
April 17, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Underhill
Dear Underhill:
We have for some time been after Philbrick for an article on the Geology along the Trail route.
Thought we would have it ready for future editions of the Guidebook. He only had his first
draft; the footnotes and polishing up remains to be added. I thought it a very readable story and
of much interest. So I am passing it on to you to decide if you want to use it. I thought to send it
now on the chance that you might want it for the June issue in advance of the A. T. trip. If you
want to use it then or in December, it can be speedily finished up. I will be here a week. This is
the only copy of the manuscript. If you use it in Appalachia, we of course would want to reserve
the right to use it elsewhere.
Please do me the favor of letting me hear from you at once on this. If you don’t want to use it,
say so—don’t try to explain. Sometimes your reasons appear a little specious, so only want you
to tell me if you want to use the article.
{Please return article registered} {Sent registered mail.}
April 17, 1934. Myron Avery to Adelaide Meserve, AMC
Dear Miss Meserve:
I have sent you under separate cover two blueprints of maps along the route of the A.T. in Maine.
Can these be placed somewhere they will be seen—perhaps on the map rolls? I enclose separate
copies of the two maps which appear in the Guide so as to make a full set.
Can the following be inserted in the Bulletin?
Maps of the Appalachian Trail Route in Maine
Supplementing the maps contained in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and filling in the
gap between the A.M.C. Katahdin map and the contour map of the Barren-Chairback Range, the
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Appalachian Trail Conference (901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.) has issued the
following maps:
Katahdin to East Branch Pleasant River 30 x 28 inches, price 50 ¢
White Cap Region—East Branch to Wet Branch of Pleasant River
partly contoured, 13 x 18 inches, price 50 ¢
CC: Torrey: Mr. Torrey: Can you say something about the maps in your column? We want to
get these out so as to get corrections for future editions of the Guide as well as a useable map for
the region. How I got them done for practically nothing is a long story. This voucher represents
the cost of a tracing by the fellow who did our other maps and the copies for distribution. Lay it
by; I hope to sell enough to pay for it. {Also wrote Miss Tye, G.M.C.}
April 18, 1934. Myron Avery to LeRoy Dudley, Chimney Pond Camp
Dear Roy:
I suppose you duly received a copy of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE and will have it on display at the cabin next year.
We have made a map of the trail route from Katahdin to Pleasant River. I am sending it to you
and would like to see you tack it up in the cabin where it can be seen and where someone won’t
borrow it and run off with it.
Let us know of anything which has happened.
With best regards from all of us,
April 19, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
With the approach of summer here, although spring may be far in the offing in Maine, I have
been thinking of plans for the trail extension. I thought, too, that I had better write you now, for
around the 20th I expect to leave for a month on the West Coast. By writing now we might
avoid delays.
First, I want to tell what is disclosed by the now inked sheet of the Rangeley quadrangle, which
the Geological Survey worked last summer. It shows an almost continuous trail from
Saddleback to Summit Station. The breaks are around Eddy Pond (1/4 m.) and from Sabbath
Day Pond to Long Pond where a tote-road leads to Summit. (I had understood from Mr. Comey
that there was a connection between these ponds.) Moreover, this sheet shows a ridge trail from
Saddleback to the Horn. No such trail appears on the engraved Phillips Quadrangle surveyed
about four years ago. (This trail as well as the drainage on Saddleback Pond is marked as a
correction for future editions of the Phillips Quadrangle.) This inked-in sheet should be
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available in a couple of months as a photolith or advance sheet. When it appears I will send
copies to all interested people.
Beyond Saddleback we had understood Elephant and Old Blue as the next objectives. These lie
just across the western edge of the Rangeley Quadrangle. Two of the U.S. Geological Survey
men who occupied Old Blue for triangulation tell me of the real trouble which they had in
getting up there. They have, meaningly, the name of “Scout” for the peak of Old Blue. The last
man there said he found the county line had been recently cut and approached the mountains
from the south. His route was indefinite, however.
This Rangeley sheet also throws an interesting light on the possibility of skirting Elephant and
Old Blue in the event of difficulties with landowners or the unsuperable difficulty of cutting
through scrub and burned timber from Bemis Brook Valley onto Elephant and thence to Old
Blue. The map shows an unbroken trail running from Sabbath Day Pond down Swift River to
Houghton and thence up the West Branch. (Houghton is an accessible point and may afford
accommodations.) The trail up the West Fork ends at a group of buildings, undoubtedly lumber
camps, just east of and at the base of the saddle between Elephant and Old Blue. Straight ahead
(west) the highway is 2 or 3 miles in an air line. I am asking the member of the Survey, who did
this area, if this trail goes on across the Saddle. If so, it might afford a way onto Old Blue by
turning south along the ridge. It means missing the wooded summit of Elephant but, from what I
know, its inclusion would be a labor beyond our efforts and means.
Once to the highway I think we have a continuous trail to the east base of Baldpate (on to Mr.
Comey’s description in the Guide to the A.T. in New England). To solve this query can you
ascertain the following from your local wardens:
1. Whose camps are those at the head of the West Branch of Swift River and when were
they last used?
2. The remote chance of a connection between these camps and Maine Highway 219.
3. Whether there is now an open trail from the south or west to Old Blue and where it
meets Highway 219 (Mr. Comey, page 84, Guide to A.T. in New England, refers to a trail cut in
1925 to Old Blue).
4. Information as to whether the connection between Highway 219 and the trail at Sawyer
Brook and out to Blue Hill Road can be had any other way except over Moody Mountains as Mr.
Comey describes. The route is circuitous but offers accommodations at C Pond.
If we are faced with a cutting proposition a direct line to Highway 219 from the West Fork of
Swift River with a side route or a loop over Old Blue may be the solution.
Thus it seems as your route is certainly clear to Sabbath Day Pond and farther still if we go up
the West Branch of Swift River. When we talked in Boston we thought we had as a problem the
west slope of Saddleback. This seems out. It does look as if we should pass by Elephant,
however.
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I suppose that sometime before things get underway you will have an opportunity to talk with
Messrs. Taylor and Phillips as well as Dixon to develop a plan which will avoid duplication and
work out a connected route from Bigelow to Saddleback. When will the CCC camps get to
work? I understand that they will end at Sugarloaf, or will they cover that vital link on to
Abram?
In view of the Trail on the Horn doesn’t it seem advisable to you to hit the range there and
continue to the firetower. Also you may have in mind a far better plan than I suggested of
getting over to Highway 219 from Swift River. If we could get the Old Speck Quadrangle
finished we would know what lay before us. Perhaps we overplayed our hand here. The
Geological Survey officials are impressed by the demand in the State for this Quadrangle; only
they say, since the State wants it so much, why doesn’t it make appropriations. Mr. Pike, who
has charge of the Eastern work, told me that he had 50 letters asking for the Old Speck sheet.
That may be high but there is no doubt that the demand for that sheet has impressed the Survey.
It probably won’t be done out of P.W.A. money, but one thing is sure and that is that as soon as
the cooperative work starts again, this will be the first sheet finished. We have accomplished
that much at any rate. We need badly a good map of the section. I have nothing reliable. The
new edition of the A.M.C. Guidebook contains a map which shows some trails around Black and
Sawyer Brooks. I shall try to get copies and send them to you within the next month.
As we have previously said, our main problem with the extension work is to see that the newlyopened section is properly marked in a standard fashion. This is very important and more
difficult than would seem. If we had available our crew of last summer there would be no
problem. If Messrs. Taylor and Phillips had the opportunity to see a marked section east of
Bigelow, it would serve them. With the CCC camp it would require the selection and training of
a responsible worker. My vacation comes late and much of the work would be finished there.
Mr. Philbrick suggested that if it were possible to detail Patrolman Martin to go over the section
from Bigelow to Saddleback with other help, that he would be able to mark it adequately. Since
Martin was with Philbrick on all of his expeditions he is familiar with the system of marking and
in Philbrick’s opinion would be able to mark the additional section is a very satisfactory manner.
You know of course whether this suggestion is feasible; if so, it would seem to solve the problem
entirely.
During the winter we have made extensive maps of the route of the Trail. One covers the region
from Katahdin to Pleasant River East branch; the second, partly contoured, takes the route over
White Cap to Philbrick’s map. These are composite maps and based on everything available.
They will be valuable additions to future editions of the Guide. In about ten days I shall send
you copies and if, on checking, you or any of your associates find any errors we shall be pleased
to know of them.
I am sending copies of this letter to all interested parties, as indicated. If you happened to know
off-hand the owners of Letter D, C, E, and North Andover North Surplus and the other towns
from Saddleback along the route, it might be helpful information for me. Apparently from
Saddleback our only cutting will be new trail for a short distance on each side of Highway 219.
Perhaps the CCC camps around Rangeley could reach that if necessary.
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I see that I have written a long letter to cover this situation. Apart from an inquiry to answer
these queries, the next step will come after you see Taylor, Phillips, and Dixon. It looks as if we
will “git along”.
CC: Taylor, Phillips, Comey, Philbrick, Greene, Gower, Edgerly, Torrey
April 19, 1934. Myron Avery to Adelaide Meserve, AMC
Dear Miss Meserve:
Further to my letter of April 17th, will you insert as an additional map—
Bodfish Siding to Moxie Pond, blueprint, 18 x 18 inches, price 25 ¢
CC: Mr. Torrey
{Same with Miss Tye}
April 20, 1934. Ronald L. Gower to Walter Greene:
Dear Mr. Greene:
Realizing your deep interest in the Maine link of the Appalachian Trail, and appreciating how
much we who hope to use it, owe to you who helped so much to create it, it occurred to me that
our proposed itinerary of next September’s trip might interest you.
We expect to arrive in Millinocket on the afternoon train Sept. 1 (Sat.) and put up at Crawford's
Togue Pond Camps that night. The next day if the weather is at all feasible, we hope to tackle
Katahdin, probably by the Abol Slide, staying at York's on Daicy Pond that night. If the weather
is unsuitable for climbing the mountain Sunday, we will probably wait over one day in hopes for
a better break, as the Katahdin climb seems to be a major item of interest to those who have
asked me about the trip.
Monday, walk from York's to Clifford's. Tuesday, from Clifford’s to MacDougalls on
Nahmakanta. Wednesday from MacDougall’s to MacDonald’s on Pemadumcook. Thursday,
from MacDonald’s to Potter's on Jo Mary. Friday lay over at Potter's to climb Joe Mary.
Saturday, from Potter's to Berry's on Yoke Pond, Sunday, from Berry’s to Chadwick's on West
Branch Pond. Monday, from Chadwick’s to York's on Long Pond. Tuesday, from York’s to
Dore’s on Long Pond, (Should it. be stormy, perhaps tramp over the ridge and down to Arnold's
for Tuesday night, doing from Arnold's to Dore's on Wednesday.) However if not- Wednesday,
from Dore’s to Bodfish and via auto to Wilkin’s camps on Lake Hebron, Monson. (I entertain no
fond delusions about maintaining this schedule, knowing Maine weather as I do, but this is what
we are aiming at, and will try to accomplish if the gods are kind to us! We must make it by
Friday afternoon in order to play safe on getting out Saturday.) Thursday, back to Bodfish, via
auto, and climb Boarstone, returning to Wilkin’s. Friday, back to Bodfish, via auto, thence via
A.T. through Little Wilson to Monson and Wilkin’s. 9/15 Saturday, from Wilkin’s to Blanchard,
and out to Bangor by train.
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Of course, in case of tough weather, we will stay put wherever we are for one extra day, by that
time they will probably be willing to go out and take it. Along towards the end they may feel like
it anyway, without any lay-overs. I shall probably have my share of the lame, the halt and the
blind, although I'm trying to emphasize that this is no pink tea. If we can only get a good day for
Katahdin at the start off, that will help a pile; then another for Whitecap, and at least one good
one on the Chairback Ridge, (Is it too much to ask for two clear days there?) then the trip will be
made. If the first day on Chairback is nice, and the party seem to get along alright, (by that time
they should be fairly well hardened up) would it be too much in your opinion, to run right
through the whole ridge, and down to Long Pond, getting in to Dore'a via the summer tote road?
It wouldn't add much to the mileage, and we would have been sure of the weather. Probably that
would kill them (and me too, perhaps) off, but it's pleasant to think about it, (the walk, not the
killings!)
Hope you will be up in that region so that you can put in at least a day or two with us, it would
be mighty pleasant, to have you,
I figure on having them take almost nothing with them, only the lightest kind of packs with just a
tooth brush and a bathing suit! My idea of a wet day program would be to put on the bathing suit,
and sally forth with one’s dry gear in the pack. While that would not do for bushwhacking, still
this is to be trail walking. Seriously, however, at that time of year, and at the average altitude,
much clothing should not be required.
The tentative registrations have come in well so far, probably half of them will not come through.
It would seem that 15 would be a comfortable crowd, although most all the camps could handle
20 on a pinch, if they were not already filled up. That will be the spectre at the feast, to haul into
a camp after a long hot day to find the place filled up to within three of capacity, and my gang
with their tongues hanging out! I shall have to practice developing a thick hide.
I would appreciate getting your slant on the above, and any other phases of the walk. How well
and how plentifully do these outfits feed, and well—if I start out asking questions, this will never
end. The advice and opinions of one who is as familiar with the country as you are, is
particularly valuable, not only that, but you know these camp owners well, and can give me a lot
of handy tips maybe, on what is what. Heretofore the Club's Range Walks have been serviced by
the Club huts, with our own staff whom we know, and with whose practices and procedure we
are familiar. All this A.T. stuff is unknown ground for us, and perhaps we shall expect too much.
I am sure you will understand some of the problems that confront me. Often times the difference
between a smoothly run trip, and one that is a flop, lies in getting the right answer before the
question arises.
With kindest personal regards.
Yours very truly,
Ronald L.Gower,
155 Oakleigh Rd,
Newton, Mass.
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C.C. Myron Avery
April 22, 1934. S. E. Clement, U.S. Geological Survey, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I worked from Houghton, Maine up to the set of camps on the West Fork of Swift River but no
further; am unable to say if the trail goes through the saddle.
I am very sorry that I can not give you any more information.
April 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Alfred Edgerly
Dear Mr. Edgerly:
I would be much obliged if you would let me have your comments on the queries of the enclosed
letter and the benefit of your knowledge of the region.
Do you know George Learned well enough to perhaps pass on the copy of my letter to Learned
and ask the latest conditions of connecting trails between the B Hill Road and Highway 219?
With the guide and new maps you will find your Katahdin Iron Works Camp greatly
facilitated—if and when it occurs.
April 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Comey:
I shall be glad to have your comments on my letter to Stubbs. You will appreciate that my
knowledge of this region is second-hand and from maps.
Please:
1. Give me the names and addresses of all key people between Bigelow and Grafton Notch.
2, Has any contact been made with Learned, Wight, the owner of the camp at Sabbath Day Pond
or Long Pond since the route was outlined?
3. Has Guide to the A.T. in N.E. been sent to any of the above?
4. Who owns Eothen Lodge?
I am proceeding on the theory that the paint, markers and carrying charges for this new section
can come out of the N.E.T.C. contribution. Otherwise, I am working to no purpose on this.
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Has the A.M.C. Council considered again any extension over Baldpate. Would you bring it up,
pointing out the progress in developing this last link. If not, could the Council ask the Committee
on Hut Trail Extension etc. to make a survey and report?
If this fails, could you as Councilor of Topography or Chairman of N.E.T.C. place in A.M.C.
Bulletin a suggestion that parties wanting to explore could perform useful service by scouting
over Baldpate and from B Hill Road to Highway 219. Or better still, you return to the wars. The
country changes fast. A survey now and detailed information would enable us to finish it in
1935. Such a suggestion might bring the needed response.
Do you know Wight and could you ask him about Baldpate trails?
April 25, 1934. Myron Avery to George M. Houghton, Bangor & Aroostook R.R.
Dear Mr. Houghton:
I have just sent you, marked Personal, a copy of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. This
is the third copy which we have addressed to you and I hope it reaches you.
It covers a region served by the B. &. A. Railroad. I hope that you will study it carefully with a
view to its advertising possibilities. I think next year’s IN THE MAINE WOODS might carry a
short account of it. If you agree, will you instruct Mr. Hennessy who has a copy?
We also prepared later three large blueprint maps of the entire region through which the trail
passes. Because of the financial limitations of the Trail Conference, we sell these separately at a
cost of 50¢ for two and 25¢ for the small one. They are available at the same address as the
Guidebook.
April 25, 1934. Alfred Edgerly to Myron Avery. [very small hand writing]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have yours of 23rd enclosing copy of your letter to Mr. Stubbs. I will comment briefly
concerning certain portions of your letter to Stubbs but will leave it for George Learned to give
you his version.
Before the fire in Four Ponds Township years ago, Learned conducted a camp and guided in that
region, so his knowledge of it is superior to mine. The chances are that the fire destroyed the
trails shown on the old engraved Phillips Quadrangle. It was a wicked burn, extending straight
over Tumbledown Range.
There are two summits on Old Blue—about the same height. The southerly one is probably
somewhat the higher. It is undoubtedly the one the U.S.G.S. man named “Scrub”. but the
northerly summit is fairly open.
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As to Elephant I cannot say much concerning approach from Eastward, but I don’t consider it too
tough from the westward.
Nor did we ever experience serious difficulty in getting onto Blue—from west. We used old log
road and a spotted line onto “Scrub”. We cleared a trail onto north summit, and following height
of land across onto Elephant. Not too bad.
As to “accommodation” at C Pond, that is problematical. Learned was the only camp there. It is
open only for spring fishing and fall hunting—by appointment only.
From Baldpate, a trail leads westerly down to highway in North Newry—close to Grafton line—
at Lou Wight’s and not far from Fred Wight’s. Fred Wight “accommodates” nicely and
sometimes Lou does.
But there is at least one much better route into Grafton Notch—connecting more closely with
Mahoosuc Trail—but more remotely—from “accommodations”.
Learned is Game Warden with a very large area in charge. I suspect he may be able to name
ownership in at least part of the area you have named—such as Andover North Surplus (Oxford
Paper Co., and International if I remember correctly), C and C surplus.
Am sending your Stubbs letter to him and I know he will tell me all he knows about the things
you ask.
{Copy: Stubbs, Comey}
P.S. We expect to get to Katahdin Iron Works with August Camp—but not until conditions—
financial and otherwise, are more favorable.
Have a local representative at Big Houston (formerly Woods Engineer for lumber interests in
that region) and he keeps me informed concerning conditions there. Am in hopes to learn among
other things that road between Brownville Jct. and K. I. will be made passable for autos. That
would greatly assist us in keeping our costs down.
April 25, 1934. Mrs. Robert McDougall, McDougall’s Camps, Nahmakanta Lake, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter rec’d last week and will say we rec’d. the Guide Book O.K. and thank you for it but
the map you said you were sending hasn’t arrived yet but when it does come I will get the men
folks to see what they can do about correcting it for you. I presume you have heard about the
severe winter we had the snow was so deep and temperature at 45 and some places much lower.
The ice isn’t yet out of the lakes but will be out in a week or so. There hasn’t been any thing
done along the trail since you were over it that I know of as no one has been in the camps since
last fall. Ben also rec’d. your letter and wishes to be remembered to all the Boys. Also Mr.
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Greene. We rec’d. the Maine Woods Book with the story of the trail. We will be looking for the
map.
April 25, 1934. E. L. York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicy Pond, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and have found no errors or omissions.
I shall be very glad to cooperate with you and will lend you any assistance possible in the
mapping of the country in which I am located.
The map will be hung up in the office, also the guide book will be on display.
I trust that you will feel at liberty to call on me for any favors.
April 26, 1934. Myron Avery to Harry Davis, Chief Fire Warden, Monson, Maine
Dear Mr. Davis:
We have improved the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine by making 3 more maps. I send
you a blueprint of the one which adjoins Philbrick’s map to the west. I would like to have you
check it over most carefully and send it back to me with the corrections. We will then send you
a corrected copy. I enclose a second copy which I should like to have you put up somewhere in
Monson where it will attract attention—perhaps in the Postoffice.
The east part of the map is an extension of Philbrick’s sketch; the west half made by enlarging
photographically the Prentiss & Carlisle maps to the same size.
I feel sure that you can fill in a lot of detail for us around Bald Mountain Pond. Where is Marble
Pond? Please draw in your corrections most conspicuously on the Blueprint.
CC: S. S. Philbrick, Walter D. Greene
[Note to Philbrick and Greene] I expect you fellows to really go to work on this and produce
something. Get that Bald Mtn. stuff and draw in the range. I leave for California the 30th. Gone
about 3 weeks. Write to me here. Letters will be forwarded.
April 26, 1934. George T. Carlisle, Prentiss & Carlisle, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am in receipt this morning of the two maps showing the Appalachian Trail in certain sections of
Maine.
These maps are very interesting to us and we wish to thank you for these copies.
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April 27, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
I do not have names of anyone between Bigelow and Grafton Notch beyond those you know. I
know of no contacts with anyone being made. I do not think Guide to the A.T. in N.E. has been
sent to anyone here. I do not identify Eothen Lodge on the ground.
I have already brought up extension over Baldpate in AMC Council (as you could note from
A.M.C. Bulletin) and it has been referred to Committee on Hut, Trail and Camp Extension.
I do not know Wight. He would undoubtedly urge carrying the trail out of its course past his
camp, entailing a long and unnecessary road walk. It would be far better to proceed more slowly
and get in a trail that goes where people want to go. The Mahoosuc Range is and will continue
for a long time to be a camping section. Its rewards are such that no one able to will mind
carrying a pack. This is equally true of Baldpate, etc. There are no serious difficulties in cutting
a trail from Grafton Notch to Baldpate summit. Once open, it will readily stay open,--just the
usual type of opening and maintenance found in the White Mtns.
The apparent detour via C Pond is a good one, for scenic reasons as well as hitting a camp. The
mountains in this stretch are too small to be much worth climbing, and the Pond itself is beautiful,
with C Bluff. Moreover, here Learned will probably maintain the two links, the one to B Hill Rd.
where he has or has had a private trail, and the other to the east is his main approach. Moody
Mtn. is not important, though a fine cliff on the west, and a lumber road slants n. down its east
face to near the dam across Black Brook. The latter is a problem to cross perhaps. But there are
numerous lumber roads far up the side of Old Blue from this point, from one of which a trail was
continued to the summit, penetrating the belt of scrub spruce. This does not grow in at all
rapidly. This route would be useful locally as well as for the AT. To avoid Moody one might go
north from its west foot by an old tote road to 219, and thence lumber roads lead E. towards but
not onto the high saddle between Old Blue and Elephant,--but I am quite positive no trail in 1930
went across it to the West Branch. Old Blue is an important mountain,--why have a trail in this
region if it does not give access to the summits? The trail up it from the south does not involve
long or for any distance hard cutting. Any route in this region worth opening up at all must have
some cutting. Perhaps Learned would work here. Elephant is a finer mountain than Old Blue,
higher and much better view-point, once a small platform is put up, barely 15 ft. or so above the
ground to top the small trees for the magnificent view of the lakes, etc. The trail over to
Elephant from Old Blue is tough for a ways, but once open not so bad to maintain and not much
drop in elev. Perhaps the county line is opened here too, and could be used part way. From
Elephant east to its immediate base is short and only moderately heavy cutting. This comes
down close to the peak to a high flat valley, whence the route via West Branch and Swift River
might be substituted for that via Summit, although longer. The Summit route involves a long
stretch of burned valley where the old lumber road is gone entirely, but the Four Ponds Camp
owners might help here to keep their camps on the A.T.
I judge what you then refer to as Long Pond is not the Long Pond so well known just S. of route
4, but one of the Four Ponds close to Summit. The owner of the camp on Sabbath Day Pond at
first reached it from Summit via Four Ponds,--then in 1930 he had cut a new tote road from the
east, leaving the west shore of the Long Pond close to route 4. He may have allowed the path to
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

88

Four Ponds to grow up or asked the USGS to omit it from their map. I have previously described
how you can skirt the south shore of Long Pond near Route 4 and reach it, and also how
desirable it would be to avoid walking on Route 4 but climb Saddleback direct. I think the
matter of Saddleback Horn will depend on the easiest route from the east up Saddleback. I have
talked this over with Stubbs who says there is a trail already up the east side of the mountain,
coming from the south-east which may readily be tapped quite low down by the AT coming over
from near Perham Jct. He says the stream here offers no serious obstacle to crossing. Also he
has shown me on a map where a little easy cutting reaches Perham Jct. from the road to the east.
He also knows the route thence via Barnjum to Abraham’s south summit, along it and by the
ridge over Spalding to Sugarloaf. He favors the ridge, I am glad to say, as the most feasible
route for the trail,--this is again heavy cutting, but once open not hard to keep so.
Once more,--it is better to proceed slowly enough to get something that is good enough to attract
users and favorable comment, even if the gap in the AT is not closed in one year. The progress
made last year is sufficient to focus attention on the project as a whole so that it will continue a
live one, and does not require absolute completion this year to assure its permanence.
Some points will be more satisfactory to talk over than to write about.
April 30, 1934. Myron Avery to Ronald Gower
Door Ron:
Your note of April 25th,
By now you have the Katahdin to East Branch Pleasant River map, to which I referred. I am
leaning heavily on you and Warner to collect on route the corrections, which the camp owners
may not send in. The third map (see copy sent Miss Meserve) is being corrected by Philbrick,
Greene and Warden Davis. In a month or so, I will have it in final form. I didn’t have enough
copies to send you one. The A.T. hopes to sell enough of the maps to pay for the drafting and
then put the final corrected copies in future editions of the Guide. We didn’t know we would
have those maps when we put out the Guide. If we had we couldn't have paid for them.
Underhill rejected what I considered a first class article by Philbrick on the Geology of the A.T.
route. This, I feel strongly, was an editorial error.
Seems to me that Towles’ inquiry was judiciously worded — a feeler carefully avoiding direct
mention of money. Hence inconclusive.
Had I the registrations I would not turn any away yet-- considering the cost and tentative nature
of their plans. You may need them.
We have no “understanding” whatsoever with any camp as to rates. Deliberately did not try to
effect any. It would only mean future trouble. I only reiterate what I said that I should say to
these people that the others weren’t charging so much. However, they feel that they are dealing
with an "outsider" and you know the state well enough to expect a certain "loading".
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You wrote Arnold a very fine letter; it may avoid difficulties.
Look at our Katahdin to East Branch map. What a delightful two-day variant it would be to go
from Potters up the Joe Mary Lakes to Potters Camp on Turkey Trail [sic, Turkey Tail] and back
by canoe the next day. A trip which has aroused our interest here is to follow south up the
Wadleigh Lake region and cross the high region coming out at Cooper Brook. This would be a
real wilderness trip. There are so many variations possible.
If you faithfully telephone each camp from the last, 1 anticipate little trouble about the camps not
being prepared for you.
We understand that you will try and throw Boudreau a little part of the business. You have
worked an additional day into the last end since I talked with you.
Remember that we left York's at 7 and got to Bodfish at 8:30 P.M. (We passed up Cloud Pond.) I
most certainly advise against trying to do the range in one day. Also you will want time on the
Chairback side trail. Philbrick was in here and I showed him your letter to Greene. He
remembers the Dore Tote-road as long. Certainly much more than going to Bodfish.
For that crack about the wheel, why not take one in and measure the Abol Trail and see if it
really is the shortest route to the summit?
I am sending a copy of this to Walter, telling him to give you his best handwriting when he
replies.
CC: Walter D. Greene, The Lambs Club
Be sure to call for packages at the Club as your maps are in a roll.
[May 1, 1934. Last page of letter? Eckstorm letter of March 5, 1934?]
9. The following, as to the origin of this name, appears at P. 150 in LETTERS FROM A
LANDSCAPE PAINTER by Charles Lanman (1844): “Emptying into the Kennebeck, a few
miles north of the Forts, is a superb mountain-stream, named Moxy, after an Indian who was
there drowned.”
On the PLAN OF 1,060,166 ACRES purchased by Henry Jackson and Royal Flint, later known
as the Bingham Purchase, made April 20, 1792 by Samuel Weston and Samuel Titcomb,
Surveyors (Plan Book No. 1, p. 18, Maine Forest Service, Augusta), the name appears as
“Moxie”.
Lanman, Charles. LETTERS FROM A LANDSCAPE PAINTER, 1844; see chapter entitled
Moosehead Lake and The Kennebec.
Hempstead, Alfred G. THE PENOBSCOT BOOM AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE
WEST BRANCH OF THE PENSOBSCOT RIVER FOR LOG DRIVING. University of Maine
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Studies, second Series, No. 18, (The Maine Bulletin, vol. 33, no. 11, May, 1931, 187 pp.) A
well-illustrated, most valuable history of lumbering on the Penobscot West branch.
LETTERS FROM A LANDSCAPE PAINTER, by Charles Lanman, 1844, p. 153: “Anson,
though in the valley of the Kennebeck, is situated on Seven Mile Brook, and is a flourishing
business place. From its neighboring hills may be seen the sky-piercing peaks of Mount Blue,
Saddleback, Bigelow and Mount Abraham, which are the guardian spirits of Maine. The town is
distinguished for its agricultural enterprise…”
{noted in Guidebook, 5/1/34}
May 2, 1934. W. A. Hennessy to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Houghton has sent me a copy of his letter to you in reference to the “Guide.” I take it that he
is referring to the Appalachian Mountain Club Guide. If this is the case I shall be glad to have
you fix up a little story about the guide for the next issue of In the Maine Woods.
May 3, 1934. Alfred Edgerly to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Am enclosing herewith copy of extract from letter just received from Geo. R. Learned, Andover,
Me. I submitted your letter etc. to him and asked him “what about it”.
I note that he said nothing about trail from Baldpate down to No. Newry and George has a pretty
good idea of a better route which might be run down to lower end (S) of notch. I have scouted
out a portion of this new route and George has been over most of the rest of it. Whether or not it
would pay to open up such a new trail would depend—among other things, upon what the
demand may be—by trampers.
Extract from letter of George R. Learned, Andover, Me. to A. H. Edgerly
“C Surplus and C Township are owned by several different people. It was once owned by Coe &
Pingree. Both are now dead and ownership passes to the heirs, so now all letters are addressed to
STEPHEN WHEATLAND, Atty., Bangor, Me. The Brown Co., Berlin, N.H. is 1/3d owner in
these two townships.
E Township is owned by International Paper Co. Am not sure, but think D is owned by the same
company. {Edgerly note: Owned by Brown Co.}
A, C, and D Surplus, excepting Brown Co. does not own any part of D.
Following Comey’s scouting trip through C Surplus and C Township will say that now a truck
road for hauling Lumber leaves the Andover-Upton highway just across the Cement Bridge
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(Frye Brook) from where the Baldpate trail comes out on Upton Road. This road passes Surplus
Pond and on to Mountain Brook. From there is nothing but a blazed trail, starting from
Mountain Brook, about one mile downstream from where truck road hits the brook. This blazed
line comes out at my Camp (C Pond). From there the trail (fairly good) leads down past Moody
Mt. to Andover Village, following Sawyer brook from about 1 ½ miles below C Pond. From this
trail there is no trail of any kind to Highway 219. The distance from C Pond Trail to Highway
219 is about 3 miles, making the distance from C Pond to Highway 219, six miles.
The distance from Cement Bridge (Frye Brook) on Andover-Upton Highway to C Pond is
something like seven miles.
Don’t know now how far any lumber road leads in from Route 219 toward Elephant, as they
have done some lumbering in that way since I scouted out a route to Elephant in 1930. At that
time (1930) I followed an old lumber road high up into the saddle between Blue and Elephant—
some three miles of fair walking. There I found the County Line, also the town line, following
the County line. About one mile of scrub and hard going on to the south side of Elephant and
then turned due west to summit, ½ mile. The summit is wooded but by climbing a dead spruce,
had a wonderful view as far as Saddleback, near Rangeley. Looking south the view was not
much. From the summit of Elephant to Houghton I know nothing about it, only it looks tough,
all lumbered out and come up to scrub growth.
This last winter a C.C.C. Camp has cut a right of way from old Houghton farm on Swift River to
Rangeley. This is nearly all in E Township, Franklin County. And now Oxford Co. is trying to
get the County Commissioner to lay out a road over this route. Franklin Co. will try to stop it. If
it should be built, probably it will be started this coming Spring.
This right of way was cut for a fire line. Trees were pulled and lumber cut and hauled out and all
brush burned.
If there is anything I have not made clear, I’ll try to make it more clear.”
{Copy: Torrey, Comey, Stubbs, Greene, Philbrick, Taylor, Phillips, Schairer, Jackman}
May 12, 1934. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have just been talking with Mr. Robert Stubbs of the State Forestry Department and have
explained to him the work I have done. He was very much pleased with what I have done and
suggested that I write to you and ask for more paint. I have painted the trail from the old lumber
camp near Horns Pond on Bigelow to the snow line on Sugarloaf and have used two quarts of
paint. I have two quarts left and that will finish from Bigelow to Sugarloaf but Phillips and I will
need at least another gallon to mark from Sugarloaf to Sandy River Ponds via Mt. Abram and
Saddleback. We will also need a few more markers.
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I suggested to Mr. Stubbs that we put a side trail from Horns Pond via Cranberry Peak Pond,
Cranberry Peak, The Cave and Arnold’s Well to Stratton Village. This would cover the whole
length of Bigelow and I am sure would be worth while. He told me that this should be painted
blue. If you think it worth while I will undertake this project after I have finished on the main
trail. I can finish my part of the main trail in about three days after the snow is gone off the
mountains. We are having a very early spring and I think in another week I can work on
Bigelow anyway for the trail there is on the top and south side.
I talked with Mr. Glen Viles of Flagstaff, Me. He is one of the foremen in the C.C.C. and has
been given the project of making improvements on the Mt. Bigelow trail. He said he would go
over it with me as soon as the snow permits. I expect you will have a very fine trail when they
get through with it.
{Copy Comey, Torrey, Greene, Edgerly, Stubbs, Philbrick}
May 15, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have had your letter at hand during this busy spring season with the hope of securing a little
more complete information, but I believe it is best to tell you as nearly as possible how things are
now.
Referring to your last letter, I will say that I believe it would take a little more trail work and
construction up the Hardy Stream onto the Saddle between the Horn and Saddleback Junior in
order to reach the trail to the Horn. My last information and personal observation was that a
tangible trail existed from a point on the Winship Stream up over the shoulder of Saddleback
proper to the tower. To settle this point on the location of the trail, I believe we had better
depend upon Mr. Phillips.
Relative to the location of the trail in the vicinity of Letter “D” over the “Elephant” and “Old
Blue”, I will try to have some information when you return from the West Coast. I appreciate
the comments and experiences of the survey men in their travels in this country. I should rate it
in the same class as the “Klondike” in the Katahdin country.
There is under construction a highway from Houghton on the Maine central north to Bemis. I
understand this has been bushed out. Whether they got so far as to build the road with the CWA
or FIRA funds, I cannot say now. This may mean a change in our trail location here.
I had a chance to talk with Mr. Taylor in Eustis last week, and he informed me that he has his
trail located, brushed out, and in passable condition and marked, from The Horns Pond on
Bigelow down across by Stratton Brook Pond by Bigelow Station, and two miles up onto the
side of Sugar Loaf. When I called on him he had his topographic maps laid out on the table and
was just starting to study them in order to carry his work further. He says that he and Mr. Phillips
will carry this trail from Sugar Loaf Mountain over to Mt. Abram tower. I hope to see Mr.
Phillips in a week or two and discuss continuing this trail to Mt. Saddleback.
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Mr. Taylor reports that he would like to have some more paint. I suggest that you send him
some paint, not only for his work, but also for the work that Mr. Dickson’s men will be doing on
the main peak of Mt. Bigelow.
I am very pleased to find the way Taylor and Phillips are taking hold of this work. It really looks
to me as if they will get the trail all finished before the CCC camp, which is backed by the
resources of the Federal Government, gets started. Of course right now these CCC men are
working on telephone lines on Mt. Bigelow.
I send wishes to you for a pleasant trip in the far West.
{Copy Greene, Comey, Edgerly, Torrey, Philbrick}
May 17, 1934. Charles Berry, Yoke Pond Camp, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your map and guide book received. The lumber men have cut the windfalls out of the road going
down Cooper Brook so that is all clear and one of the men told me that they had the alder bushes
out of the road on the East Branch road up to the old dam. I was over the trail from here to the
East Branch and picked some of the brush out of the trail that they had left where they had cut
pulp wood.
I am going over some day and cut a big windfall out of the trail that we had to jump over last fall.
I will hang the map up and make a little change on it perhaps in some places.
Thank you for the recommendation you gave me in your book.
{CC: Greene and Philbrick}
May 18, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Referring to Learned’s letter of May 3,--The truck road from near the north foot of Baldpate past
Surplus Pond to Mountain Brook is indeed a bit of luck. Likewise the news of a definite blazed
trail thence to C Pond. This means that once the trail up Baldpate from Grafton Notch is built
and the one thence down Frye brook to the road reopened, the through route from the south is
open to a point east of C Pond. This gets the trail across a stretch of rather unexciting country.
The 3-mile gap from Sawyer Brook to Highway 219 is a short but rather tough bit, being over a
very sharp-sided ridge, Moody Mtn. Learned definitely states that no trail exists that can be used,
thus controverting my thought that by turning north where Sawyer Brook turns south Moody
Mtn. might be circumvented temporarily at least. However, Moody Mtn. is so near Learned’s
camp that he might be willing to open the short trail up it alongside the great west cliff. Down
the other side lumber roads can be reopened, leading diagonally north-east to the old dam.
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From 219 a route up Old Blue is sure to be useful all around,--and lumber roads already are used
at times far up the side. It is the open, scrub-ringed summit that should be ascended, not the
wooded one. I understand a way through the scrub ring has been opened about 1925.
The lumber roads he speaks of into the saddle between Elephant and Old Blue only save the
short stretch of cutting from Blue to this Saddle, and on the other hand lead the tramper far out of
this route and make him skip Blue itself.
To the east, Elephant might of course be left out, though its view is even superior to Blue and
quite easily obtained from a short tree, or a future tower.
Thence the long swing via Houghton may prove easier than the shorter route through the burned
valley to Summit. The extra miles would not mean omitting any interesting points.
The new highway Learned mentions is proposed to be a hard road, giving a main route to
Rangeley. It runs at right angles to the general course of the AT and would seem to be of little
possible service to it. The old tote road from Houghton probably starts and stays east of the new
road, diverging steadily more and more from it. The new road I understand crosses the present
tote road from Summit to Four Ponds at right angles. From Summit, of course the way is at
present open through to Long Pond on Route 4, though it may be overgrown between Four
Ponds (the easternmost of the ponds) and Sabbathday or Sunday Pond private camp.
Referring to a remark in copy of your letter to Torrey, at about the time of one of your visits to
Boston Tucker took up with me the question of an NETC meeting at Long Trail Lodge June 30.
When it appeared certain that your AT meeting would be held I sent an inquiry to the steering
committee, from which replies have now been received voting against our attempting to hold
such a meeting so soon after our last annual meeting.
I understand that you are still planning to see me when you are this way.
May 22, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
The enclosed letter from the Eastern States Mountain club and my reply indicate that we may get
some help in this blank area.
With respect to the C.C.C. cutting of a right of way from Houghton Farm to Rangeley, can you
find out just where this would go and if it will be of any help to us?
When I come to Portland I will let you know, to see if we can get together. Would there be any
chance of your coming down to Portland?
May 23, 1934. Myron Avery to William P. Dickey, Boston
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Dear Mr. Dickey:
Schairer seems to have made some sort of promise to furnish some data on the geology of the
A.T. route across Maine, for he has asked me to write you. Philbrick duly prepared what I
considered a scholarly but very readable account of the geology of the Trail route from Katahdin
to Bigelow. I sent it on to Underhill, who decided not to print it. If you are interested in
pursuing the matter further, you will doubtlessly take it up with Underhill. But this meets our
obligations in the matter.
May 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Mr. Taylor:
I find your letter of May 12th on my return from the West Coast. I am much amazed and
delighted with the progress you have made. It certainly seems as if this section of the Trail will
be open very shortly. Within a week I shall get off to you about 6 quarts of paint and a supply of
markers and nails. If you need more let me know.
After the main project is finished I think it would be interesting to run a side trail to Stratton so
as to open up all of Bigelow. We make blue paint by putting a tube of coloring matter in the
white and mixing it to the desired color. We will send the blue color when you need it.
Seems to me that you use a small amount of paint for the mileage covered.
I know we will have a fine trail there and I am very anxious to get it with the wheel and go over
it. I have to go west again in July but I hope to be able to work it out.
CC: Stubbs
Undated 1934. Arthur Fogg to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I would be interested to know if the route of the Appalachian Trail has been scouted, or selected,
East of the highway, in Grafton Notch. As I understand it, the Appalachian Trail uses the present
trail existing on Old Spec, descending to the Grafton Notch highway. From that point, I am
desirous of learning if the continuation of the trail will commence at a point on the opposite side
of the highway, or will the trail go up (or down) the road for a distance before again taking to the
woods, to continue easterly. If I remember rightly, the next peak east of the Grafton notch,
which would be included in the Appalachian Trail, would be Mt. Baldpate (which also has a
shoulder called Mt. Hittie). Has any work been done on this projected section of the Trail?
Some of our members are interested in making explorations in this section, and we would like to
know just what has been done, and what the present needs are. Also, whether or not the route
has been selected, or not.
{Copy: Torrey, Comey, Edgerly, Stubbs, Greene, Philbrick, Taylor, Phillips, Schairer, Jackman}
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May 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Fogg, Chair, Board of Directors, Eastern States
Mountain Club
Dear Mr. Fogg:
I have been on the West Coast and hence delayed in replying to your recent letter. I shall
endeavor to answer it fully. I am pleased to know that some of your Club members are
interested in exploring for the Trail route. Therefore, I shall set out in detail how this can be
done most effectively. If I seem a bit didactic you will understand why. The section where
exploration is required is a most interesting region and fortunately the most accessible from
Portland. I should expect that the Eastern States Mountain Club would want to have a share in
this Maine project. We should—if sufficient interest and responsibility develops—like very
much to see the Club assume this 40 mile link which I shall deal with in detail. I can assure you
that the exploration for the Trail route and its construction will add new zest and incentive to
your Club activities. It will create a feeling of doing or contributing something instead of merely
enjoying the trail labor of others.
I expect to have to go back to the West Coast again in July, but before that I expect to be in
Portland. If you can arrange for me to show the slides and reels then, it will be very fine; if not, I
could tell your members about the Maine situation and we might get underway plans for some
effective work this summer.
The section which remains to be worked out is from the Andover-Upton Road (east of Baldpate)
to Me. HIghway 4 (west of Saddleback). The Trail is completed, as you know, to Mt. Bigelow
and described in GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. Beyond, Bigelow to
Grafton Notch, the proposed route is described by Mr. Comey in GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND. Both publications have been sent you. Please
check carefully the route in the latter.
Between Bigelow and Me. Highway 4, or more accurately the summit of Saddleback, we have
the situation well in hand. The CCC Camps will improve and extend Warden Taylor’s trail to
Sugarloaf and the Game Wardens will carry it on to Saddleback. I enclose—so that you may
have exact information as to this section, a letter which I have written Forest Supervisor Stubbs.
Please return it to me. I also enclose copy of letter from George A. Learned, Andover, Maine,
obtained by Alfred H. Edgerly (A.M.C., Room 942, 53 State Street, Boston, Mass.) to answer
some of my queries.
The link over Baldpate from Grafton Notch to the Andover-Upton Road at Frye Brook, we
disregard for the moment because the Council of the Appalachian Mountain has referred to its
Camp, Hut and Trail Extension Committee the question of extending of the A.M.C. trail system
over Baldpate to the Andover-Upton Road. (See A.M.C. White Mountain Guide—1934
Edition—for map and route over Baldpate.)
Therefore, the activity of your group should most productively start at Frye Bridge on the
Andover-Upton road and work east to Highway 4. With Comey’s route and Learned’s letter,
there should be no trouble in reaching C Pond and Sawyer Brook. There will be a problem in
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getting over Moody Mtn. east to Highway 219. It may involve cutting but Comey says that there
is a good lumber road on the east side of Moody Mtn. to the highway. This would need to be
connected with the Trail on Sawyer Brook. The real problem is Elephant and Blue. This will
require much exploration and probably considerable work. The ideal route should take in both.
Perhaps the solution is that pointed out in my letter to Stubbs—to reach the saddle between
Elephant and Blue—with Elephant a side trail to the north. Within a month or two the U.S.G.S.
Rangeley photolith will be available; this will help greatly. I presume you have the Rumford and
Phillips sheets. We are handicapped by the lack of a map covering the area of the Old Speck
Quadrangle.
A second task—as soon as the Rangeley Quadrangle is available—would be to go from Highway
4 to the summit of Saddleback to see if the trails on the photolith are suited for the A.T. and to
mark them so that a party coming south can finally locate the route without preliminary scouting.
You will see that the above section is a blank area, where most interesting as well as productive
scouting can be most effectively done. But there is one thing which I cannot over-emphasize.
To be of any value, this work must be systematically done and recorded. A general scouting trip
is useless; the party marking the route has to do the same thing all over again. First in the field
the route followed must be effectively marked so that it can be followed a year or two later, if
necessary. This can best be done by securely tying rags at the junctions (all) of the trails
followed. Two or three at each turn is a good insurance. A standard blaze of the type used for
the trail can be also used, if properly made but should not be used to the exclusion of the rags, as
one can’t tell a year later if that is the blaze of the marking party or something else. It is of no
help for the man who went through to be able to find his way again; memory plays queer pranks
and that man usually isn’t with the marking party. Therefore, the first essential is that the route
selected by scouting be so marked as to be followed on the ground by the Trail marking party.
Second, the scouting party should make a written record—a sort of strip map—as much to scale
if possible—putting on each feature and all trails, roads, etc., so that the final party can from this
determine the route if the field marking is gone. As much information as can be obtained of a
Guidebook nature should be put on this map—all accommodations—where side trails go and
particularly approach directions, giving distances to the Trail along highway from cities.
It is important to see that your scouts follow this scheme instead of each one imposing his
individual ideas and resulting in confusion. Any reports or letters should be typed with several
copies so that I can pass them on to the several people who are working with us. Duplicate
copies of sketches can be made by using carbon paper under the original.
I would like to suggest that you go over this letter and enclosures with your Board of Managers
and interested people. I enclose an extra copy. Within the next two months I hope to discuss
these matters with you.
I enclose copy of news release sent Mr. Coe for distribution which tells of new maps,
supplementing the Maine Guide. Perhaps some of your members will be able to attend the A.T.
Conference at Rutland.
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CC: Torrey, Comey, Edgerly, Greene, Stubbs, Philbrick, Taylor, Phillips, Schairer, Jackman
May 23, 1934. Myron Avery to H. B. Coe, Maine Publicity Bureau
Dear Mr. Coe:
You will recall that many of the photos sent in for the Katahdin pamphlet were my own property
and were to be returned. Can this be done now? (I suggest also the desirability of your obtaining
and storing the cuts for future use.)
I have been on the West Coast during the past three weeks and had thought that the Katahdin
pamphlet might have appeared. Apparently the printer is as slow as the Treasurer on paying bills.
It is unnecessary for me to say that I have not received the check for $38.50; hence, you are still
waiting for the $25.00 which you so kindly assumed.
How did you like the two of the three supplementary maps which I sent you? Trust you will
have them exhibited—with the Guidebook—where they will attract attention. It occurs to me
that we might get a bit of publicity for the Trail now. I enclose a miscellany which I hope you
will send out to all the papers. Please let me know what is done.
CC: Torrey, Walter Greene
May 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred A. Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
I have your letter of May 2nd, asking for a little story on the Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail
in Maine. It cost us $1.50 to finally get a copy of this booklet into Mr. Houghton’s hands. (I
should like to know where the other two copies went.) He will now understand that this book is
entirely distinct and separate from the Guide to Katahdin issued by the Appalachian Mountain
Club.
Although the 1935 issue is so far away that I have some misgivings in sending in a story so early,
I have concluded that it is wise to get it done and out of the way. So it is enclosed. I am trusting
you will not overlook it in1935.
I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Houghton because there is one matter which I would like
to have you consider seriously. That is, the publishing of this large map from Katahdin to
Pleasant River East Branch in the 1935 issue of In the Maine Woods. It is the best available map
of the heart of the region available from Millinocket or Norcross and featured by the B. &. A.
Railroad. When you see the map, I am sure you will agree that, as an insert, it would add
immeasurably to the value of the book.
In the fall we could furnish a copy with the corrections resulting from this summer’s travel over
the Trail.
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You will want to see the map. I am sorry that I cannot furnish you and Mr. Houghton with
copies. On your promise on a stack of In the Maine Woods to return it at once, I could lend you
for inspection my only copy. (Of course, you can purchase copies from the Secretary of the Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C., 50¢ each.)
As you will notice from inspection, this map will stand very considerable reduction. I think it
should be a folded insert—rather than two divided cuts. As to the cost, it could be either a cut or
made by the very cheap photo-offset process which we use with our Guidebook. If you would
give me the number of copies you print, I could get you quotations and proof.
I shall have nothing else to offer for 1935. Please, however, give this matter serious
consideration.
I have written you some time ago that the Katahdin map is badly in need of an overhauling.
CC: Mr. Houghton, with enclosure
CC: Walter Greene, Torrey
GUIDEBOOK AND MAPS OF THE MAINE WILDERNESS
In addition to the tremendous amount of data relating to the Maine wilderness contained in the
annual issues of “lN THE MAINE WOODS ", the editor would be remiss if he failed to call the
attention of the readers of this publication to another source of information relating to the
territory served by the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. This is the recently published GUIDE
TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, issued by the Appalachian Trail Conference,
whose activities are making accessible and known the beauties of Maine’s lakes, streams and
mountains through the medium of the Appalachian Trail. Last year’s "IN THE MAINE WOODS”
contained an account of the marking of the trail route through Maine.
This Guidebook, entitled GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, contains 76
pages and furnishes detailed information for following the Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to
Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 173.5 miles. Two large, folded maps accompany the book. One is an
11 x 31 inch map showing the route of the trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow. The other map,
11 x 16 inches, is a detailed contour map of the seldom-visited Chairback-Barren Range. No
maps have hithertofore been available for this region.
This Guidebook is 6 1/2 by 4 1/2 inches in size, with stiff covers; it is well suited for carrying in
the pocket or the knapsack of the hiker. It is printed in a clear, distinct type and is very readable.
It contains frequent references to the history and literature of the region through which the Trail
passes. A FOREWORD gives general advice and information about the Trail in Maine. Then
follows a chapter on Katahdin and its approaches. The Trail directions are given in detail from
north to south and are divided into sections, in accordance with available accommodations. A
feature of this 173.5 mile Trail is that, in a 17-day trek of the entire section, comfortable
accommodations„ in the form of sporting camps, are available at the end of each day’s journey.
The available accommodations are listed in sequence. The book also contains an accumulative
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SUMMARY OF DISTANCES to important points along the Trail and a BIBLIOGRAPHY of
the literature relating to the Trail in Maine.
This book is one of a series of five Guidebooks to the entire Appalachian Trail; four have already
been published. It may be obtained (postpaid) by sending fifty cents to The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. The editor of the book is M. H. Avery,
of Lubec, Maine, Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference; the maps were prepared by Dr.
S. S. Philbrick, a summer resident of Monson, Maine, under whose leadership 54.8 miles of Trail
from Blanchard to Bigelow were marked last September.
The publication of this Guidebook represents the first attempt to make known the attractions of
the Maine wilderness since the famous Hubbard Guidebooks and maps of half a century ago.
This book covers a wide range through the central Maine wilderness. It should be in the pack of
every visitor to the region through which the Trail passes. Of course, no hiker should attempt the
Trail without the benefit of this book.
Officials of the Appalachian Trail Conference are very emphatic in praise of the assistance
rendered the Appalachian Trail project by Forest Commissioner Neil L. Violette. They ascribe
much of the success of the project in Maine to Commissioner Violette.
As much a contribution to the frequenters of the Maine wilderness as is GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, subsequent to its appearance, still further progress has
been made. In the fall of 1934 the Appalachian Trail Conference supplemented its work in Maine
by preparing and issuing three large scale, detailed maps of the region traversed by the Trail.
Hithertofore, no accurate map has been available for these regions, which are also much
frequented by hunters and fishermen. The new maps are:
KATAHDIN TO PLEASANT RIVER EAST BRANCH (20” x 28”; 50¢);
WHITE CAP REGION - PLEASANT RIVER EAST BRANCH TO WEST BRANCH (I3" x
18", partly contoured, 50¢);
BODFISH SIDING TO MOXIE POND (18” x 18”, 25¢).
Together with the splendid contour map of the Barren-Chairback Region contained in the
Guidebook, prepared by Dr. Shailer S. Philbrick, an authority on the geology of this section of
the State, the new maps cover the Trail from Katahdin to the Moxie Pond. Beyond, the region
traversed by the Trail has been accurately mapped by the U.S. Geological Survey. It is expected
that these maps will ultimately be included in future editions of the Guidebook.
The Guidebook and the maps may be obtained, postpaid, at the indicated prices, from the
Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C.
May 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
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Enclosed letter from Taylor and Stubbs. Something has to be done now and I won’t see you in
Boston very soon.
Shall I write and tell him to stop? Or will the money for paint and markers be forthcoming? I
estimate requirements as:
40 gallons paint…………………..$28.00
Printing 1000 markers……………. 6.00
Galvanized iron squares…………..16.00
Postage……………………………. 7.00
$57.00
This material should nearly carry us across Maine.
I am tossing the problem into your lap.
May 25, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
My mistake,--pardon me! The reference as to AT over Baldpate did not appear in the abridged
edition of the Records of the Council in the Bulletin. I must have remembered seeing it in the
mimeographed set sent around to Council members. However, it was adopted to ask the
Committee on Trail, Hut and Camps Extension to report on the matter.
In re your other letters, I am of course delighted that the Eastern States Mountain Club now finds
it will interest it to explore, etc. They have been a feeble group, but actual trail work may vivify
them. In your references to them I note one omission, the crossing of Black Brook in or near
Black Brook Notch. The lumber road I followed down Moody Mtn. slabbed n.e. to a point near
the old dam, a bit north of the centre of the notch. If this dam is out or goes out there may be a
problem of crossing the stream.
I am also of course delighted that Stubbs, Taylor et al. are doing so much. This is real,
permanent progress, as they will take a pride in seeing that the trail, once open, does not
disappear. I note Stubbs’ remark as to a trail straight up Mt. Saddleback from near Perham Jct.
He tells me there is no trouble crossing the stream at this point. I did not have time to talk to him
on my last visit to Augusta but will do so again shortly.
I regret that you did not see fit to look me up on any of your visits to Boston between Dec. 13
and now, as you might have avoided getting yourself into a jam as to your finances for
continuing your Maine AT project. However, to avoid a stale mate I am now in a position to
proceed as follows:-I enclose my check for $6.00. This includes a $1 contribution from Payson
Newton and $5 from myself. I also understand that the Eastern States Mountain Club is willing
to send as much as $5.00. Your efforts to raise money last year were so effective that I cannot
believe they can produce no cash whatever this year. I can promise a contribution from the New
England Trail Conference up to a total of $25.00 on a dollar for dollar basis. You now have
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available $12.00, or with the E.S.M.C. contrib.-$22.00. The former is evidently ample to meet
Taylor’s request for another gallon of paint, with which to proceed, as well as certain incidental
expenses. The $22 would see you well along in the work imminently undertaken. If you secure
from any source a total of $14 more, you will have a total of $50, which should cover your entire
program, as outlined for 1934. I will do what I can to help secure this amount from the state of
Maine. I consider the state’s participation the most vital element in securing the trail. Once they
definitely think of it as a part of the advertisable recreational features of the state, they will not
be willing to see it languish.
Now, you as a member of the A.M.C. can help the Club as no one else can at the moment, --by
personally jacking up the Aeronautical Eng’g Co, whom we engaged largely on your
recommendation for the 1934 Guidebook maps. They agreed to deliver maps within 15 days
after proofs were o.k.’d. They claim to have sent one set of proofs, which never arrived. Then
they sent a black proof, which I o.k.’d several weeks ago with the proviso that the maps should
show correct register of the other colors. Next we hear that their chief was hurt in an auto
accident, and that the force had spoiled the maps, and must start fresh. Larrabee is wild. He
thinks they never sent the first briefs at all, and that there has been no auto accident,--that they
are simply stalling to save money by printing with some other order, or some similar reason. If
you would verify the situation and stick the biggest pin in them you have, so that they can ship
the maps at the earliest date it would be doing the Club a great service. The maps must of course
be on the paper specified and register properly. I understand from the Heliotype Co. that there is
always some adjusting to do to accomplish this.
May 28, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
Replying further to your letter of May 25th.
Your check makes it very apparent that you personally will do all possible to help move matters
in Maine. I will get the paint off to Taylor immediately—rather than run a risk of delaying the
work. I think the paint manufacturer will make up the small quantity; if not I can buy or borrow
some from the P.A.T.C. supply. The same applies to their own A.T. markers.
I am still awaiting information as to whether the Steering Committee lifted the restriction on the
use of the money after my letter sent out with the December meeting. I see no reason why I
cannot be told the result. Further, I take exception to your saying I am in a jam as to finances for
continuing work in Maine. I am not. I made perfectly clear that the A.T. funds had been used up
and we would have to rest a year or so until we recuperated for further effort. If the N.E.T.C. or
anyone else wanted to capitalize the resulting impetus, we would get the results with the aid
furnished. I don’t have to recite again the use of A.T. funds—far out of proportion for Maine
and the guidebook in Maine. Torrey won’t stand for anything more. If we move too fast we
may have trouble in keeping up what we have. So, flatly and definitely—as I wrote in December
to the Steering Committee—this business of matching funds just is an impossibility. My interest
in the Maine work ought to be the only needed guarantee for such a statement.
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To my mind the State couldn’t be in any way more identified or back of this project than it is—
except financially. We have its endorsement and official sanction. I don’t see how I can get any
money from the State. The Maine Development Commission couldn’t even help the A.T. Guide
to Maine. More significant is the fact that there is still unpaid the bill for writing the folder on
Katahdin. (With its poisonous cover—and some errors, particularly Guide’s law, resulting from
insertions after I read the proof.) This you know was the way the maps were paid for. I am still
holding the bag on this. It is 6 months old. So, frankly I see no chance of getting any cash from
the State. If you can—more power to you. Apparently you will see Stubbs in Augusta.
If anything breaks I will let you know of it. But—to avoid misunderstandings—on a “matching”
basis it is impossible for me to produce any cash.
Both of us are most anxious to move this along. The completed work has produced a momentum
which can well carry it through. That is the stuff which counts. I felt—as you well know—that I
got unnecessarily rough and raw treatment last December but all that’s behind us. Let’s work to
carry this along.
Will the Committee on Trail, Hut and Camp extension report next September after a scouting trip
or how does it work?
Sorry about my Black Brook Dam omission; it is a key point.
We may be at the decisive point where a little push will carry this through. I will continue, of
course, to keep you fully informed. Sending the carbons of these reports to the various workers
keeps up their interest as well as keeping them informed. Just sent another news release to the
Maine Publicity Bureau. Greene has had a good winter and will do something this summer; he
has his eye on the side trail to Joe Mary.
I am completing next week getting missing Guidebook data for western Smokies.
Sending your letter and check to Treasurer Torrey. The A.T. situation may improve with sales
from the N.Y.—N.J. books. Some of the sponsors had to be repaid: others are taking books. As
soon as this is cleared off, there may be a constant continuing small revenue to the A.T. It is
complicated and may take several months to work out.
There remains $25 to pay for the Maine book in addition to the $50 advanced by the Conference.
The Guide sells well and Publication No. 5 brings in good steady revenue but soon we shall be
out of it and have to reprint.
May 28, 1934. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Mr. Taylor:
I have sent you quite a lot of stuff lately to keep you informed of developments elsewhere.
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Instead of 6 quarts, we are sending 2 gallons of paint and one container. As you know, it comes
ready to use—and although thick, is ready to use. It is not to be thinned. We are also putting in
300 markers and galvanized iron nails. This supply should last pretty well for the work between
Bigelow and Saddleback.
In using markers you have in mind to leave about ¼ inch of the nail protruding. Also, I believe
you know that our standard paint blaze is approximately 6 x 2, placed fore and aft as you travel.
To my mind the longer narrower blaze looks better than the short, thick one which cuts off half
the side of the tree. Where you cross or go along roads, we find that the paint blazes on
telephone poles show up well.
May 28, 1934. W. A. Hennessy to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you very much for your story for the 1934 issue of In the Maine Woods. Rather than run
the risk of perjuring myself I am going to buy a copy of the map instead of borrowing yours.
You must have some other sketch that you can let us have for the next book besides the chapter
which we already have.
Congratulations on your fine work for the Maine Development Commission. This new pamphlet
will be a great help in answering the numerous inquiries we have each season about Katahdin
routes etc. I think Harrie Coe has out done himself in preparing this new publication.
{Copy Mr. Coe, Me. Publicity Bureau}
June 4, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery. [hard to read hand-written letter]
Dear Myron:
The Aeronautical Eng. Co, maps arrived last week—a wretched job! So many were spoilt or
smooched or double printed—or entirely out of register that even the printer rejected all but 1000.
Even these have very poor register. I think they must have slipped us the spoiled lot instead of
re-running. We are now demanding a re-run of all except the 1000. (N.B. None of your own
work from them appears to have been more than one-color. It is the register of the second and
third colors they fell down on.)
I did not receive any copy of the second edition of Guide to Paths in the Blue Ridge. I am
willing to donate my interest in this gratis copy back to your club,--since I can always see one at
the A.M.C.
While speaking of maps:--I do not like the style maps you are putting out, chiefly in respect of
the large dots for the trail itself, as they inevitably reduce the accuracy of the portrayal of the
location of the route materially. Neither do I see why recent editions of your ATC pamphlet and
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stationery have so wretchedly portrayed the New England end of the AT. NETC Pub. No. 2 (AT
Guide in NE) included a quite accurate key map you might have used as a basis.
One point in your letter interests me: mixing of paint. Do you have your paint mixed for
economy or for quality or both? I had supposed Cabot’s Double White was good enough. Is
your formula public?
I judge the Maine progress is not at present held up for lack of funds. It seems to me entirely
satisfactory. Let me know whether to have a NETC check made out to the ATC for $6 to match
the check I sent you—or for a larger amount to match donations actually received from Eastern
States Mtn. Club and others (up to $25). The NETC Steering Committee did not vote to lift the
restriction on its gift or I would have written you. If you consolidate your gains of 33, and get
the trail opened through to Perham Jc. or Saddleback this year, under the state auspices, that is a
fine gain. Meanwhile I will see whether the state might be willing to buy the paint,--leaving only
markers for the ATC to contribute.
For ATC program at Long Trail Lodge June 30 I suggest for reporting on Mass. either Payson
Newton, the new Chairman of the Berkshire Chapter (AMC) Trail Committee, or Bernard
Valliere, 557 Springfield St., Chicopee, Mass. For New Hampshire, the A.M.C. delegation:--I
am urging the Council to send Mr. Blood to the meeting. If he will go I think it would be
advantageous. I’ll be on the high sea.
June 4, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
Thank you for that most rare thing—a letter from you—and for the word of commendation. I
think that the cover was poisonous and some error comes in material inserted after I read proof.
You might save yourself much trouble by mentioning the booklet in the 1935 issue.
I shall really expect to see the review of the Guide in the 1935 issue also. Now to help with this
work, would you send a copy of the 1934 issue to
Dr. Neil Stevens
U. S. Department of Agriculture
Washington, D.C.
Mr. W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Treasurer—Faculty Advisor
Bates Outing Club
Lewiston, Maine
O. T. Martin
Gardiner, Maine
M. H. French
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49 Cottage Street
Bangor, Maine
and a couple more copies to me?
June 5, 1934, Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am enclosing a statement of ownership of the towns in the western part of the State with which
we may be concerned in the location of the Appalachian Trail. I had a very interesting talk with
Mr. Learned of Andover a couple of weeks ago. From my acquaintance with the country, which
is limited, and from his information, I would be in favor of continuing the Appalachian Trail
from Grafton Notch where it now terminates, extending over Bald Pate, or Saddleback as it is
sometimes called, thence down over Mountain Brook across the Andover-Upton road and up
Surplus Brook to “C” Pond. There has been a good deal of logging here and the projected
location would follow old hauling roads and tote roads, with a minimum of work. From “C”
Pond we would follow one of Mr. Learned’s trails down to the South Arm road. Thence we
would continue east picking up the County line and follow it over “Old Blue” to a point on the
railroad. Here we could either go up the railroad to Four Ponds or follow up the new right-ofway for a state highway which has been bushed out. I believe that a trail extended from “Old
Blue” to “Elephant’s Head” would involve added expense and work with no added attraction.
Heavy fires continue to run rampant throughout the length and breadth of the State. The most
serious to our knowledge right now is the one which has spread over 30,000 acres west of
Millinocket, encompassing Twp. 2, R. 9. If south winds blow the uncontrolled fire will run far
upon the flanks of Katahdin.
{Copy: Comey, Edgerly, Fogg}
Towns

Ownership

Grafton

The Brown Company, except for 2800 acres in
Southwest part owned by Blanchard & Sons

Andover North Surplus

American Realty Company

Andover West Surplus

American Realty Company

Letter “C”

Estate of D. Pingree, et als. 2/3
Hosea Buck, Ag’t., Bangor, Me.
Brown Company 1/3

“C” Surplus

Estate of D. Pingree, et als. 2/3
Brown Company 1/3
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Letter “D”

The Brown Company

Letter “E”

The International Paper Co.

June 5, 1934. Perceval Sayward, Dorchester, Mass. to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Avery:
Saturday, the 2nd inst. I was turned back at Millinocket Lake by a forest fire with an eighteen
mile front, from the West to the East Branch of the Penobscot, so that Ktaadn was not climbed
once more.
(Marginal note: P.S. Up to Saturday A.M. A.T. not affected directly apparently.)
On Sunday instead we drove over to Bodfish Farm, walking a bit on the A.T. First I want you to
know that we share your enthusiasm for this fine region. I plan to shortly telephone Ronald
Gower who has charge of the walk on the Maine A.T. and “help” him up. Miss Meserve tells me
they feel the trip is assured from present registrations. I shall urge Gower to advise Drew
promptly the number he anticipates as he plans to build a new camp especially for this party.
I read to John Bodfish and Drew the passage on page 45 of the guide telling of the settlement of
the valley. They said that it is essentially correct but John made the following correction:
“Samuel G. Bodfish (my grandfather) father of Nymphas (my father) was the first settler. He
built a house (cabin) of squared logs in 1823, cleared the intervale and built the road over the
mountain. The present house was built by Nymphas.” Mr. Bodfish told another member of the
party that a similar log cabin to the one his grandfather built (which has disappeared) stands
somewhere thereabout, with musket holes in the walls for warding off Indians.
These people appeared much interested in the guide book. Am wondering if it might not be good
policy for you to present them and other camp proprietors with a copy?
Am going to talk with Fred Edgerly, who is considering Ktaadn Iron Works for the August 1935
Camp not to overlook the possibilities and great attractiveness in itself of the Bodfish Intervale.
Off-hand I should say a closer base to mountain country, with a good road in from a base of
supplies.
Besides Harold Rowlands, a club member of A.M.C., were three members of the University of
Maine Outing Club. They became enthusiasts over the region and the A.T. idea. If it were
possible for them to get occasional transportation to the trail thru the interest of some
enthusiastic Bangorian or such, I am confident the club might undertake to look after a portion of
the trail. These young men have three years ahead in the University, were active this year in the
Club and intend to build it up into a strong organization. Their names are Willett Rowlands,
Robert Laverty and Robert Orler. Do you know how transportation might be secured?
Trusting the above will be of interest and service,
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P.S. P.S. We climbed Borestone—certainly a choice little mountain with unusually charming
setting of lakes and mountains, with the unique feature of the three mountain ponds. Distance
obscured by smoke but Barren and Columbus loomed up finely.
Jim White’s Lookout, with its romantic story, we felt worth a visit. The gorge and falls of Little
Wilson is surely rewarding. We were glad to have seen it.
All together a very nice day! Thank you!!
June 6, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
Mrs. Wesleysmith told me you had written of the map trouble. Very sorry indeed—both for the
Guidebook and for the Aeronautical Company. Yes—all of our work was one color.
Didn’t realize I had treated old New England so badly. (The map in Publication No. 5 is, of
course, much later than the map on the stationery.) I didn’t think I could add much more. Won’t
you help by taking a copy of the map in No. 5 and correcting it as you think it should be? I can
then get the tracing changed.
Answering your inquiry as to paint. We had it mixed for economy in use and handling and
quality. There is no secret at all. I got the formula from John Dickson on one of my trips in
Massachusetts. He is, you know, a chemist and experiments with paint. It is pure titanium oxide,
ultramarine blue and Valspar. I could get the proportions if you wanted them. We originally
bought and thinned gallon cans of “double-white”. It was a messy job and we never had a
uniform consistency. We get the paint for $28 per gallon in quart cans with soldered lids. This
is the best part. The can goes in a larger can as a carrier. Thus we can carry extra cans in packs,
etc. Moreover, this man will pack the cans in boxes, let us add markers, etc., and mail them,
charging us only the postage. We sent all of our paint to Maine last summer that way. You can
imagine the labor of handling it otherwise. The paint is quite thick. For colors we add tubes of
coloring matter. Several Clubs have purchased paint from this man, J. W. Hunt, 1221 New York
Avenue, N. W., Washington, D.C. Hunt charges only the standard price plus shipping expense.
(No handing charge.) He will handle an order for 5 gallons, perhaps less. The National Park
Service has just ordered a lot to experiment with.
By all means, have the N. E. T. C. check for $6 sent Torrey (with notice to me) or, if possible,
for the larger amount to match the donations you refer to. In so doing, you make it possible for
the Maine work to continue in your absence and to take advantage of all opportunities. I would
say that the work in Maine hadn’t really started, not that it was held up for funds. Taylor was
working on the heels of the retreating snow. Obviously with the C. C. C. work on Bigelow and
Taylor and Phillips on Saddleback, we will need more paint. If we get to Saddleback or Me.
Highway 4—practically all by State aid—we will have made fine progress, as you say. Then we
turn our efforts toward scouting on Elephant and Old Blue. Possibly too, the Portland Club may
reach the state of doing some marking. Do you see the Intercollegiate Outing Club Bulletins?
The State clubs have revived, it seems, and I am making contact with them. I don’t expect to get
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much more than publicity or use, but it will help. With all these possibilities, we don’t want to
risk losing any possible opportunity, so make all possible arrangements for the funds.
When will Council take action on A. M. C. program? Drop me a note. The program has to be
mailed Monday.
Stubbs writes that it is rumored that Pitman’s Camps and Garage were burned in that fire in the
Katahdin area.
I have been expecting a comment from you as to that poisonous cover on the Katahdin pamphlet
but perhaps the public recognition on page 8 has restrained you. There were some inserts after I
read proof; such as the statement about Little Niagara on Sowadnehunk Falls, a change in what I
wrote about the Guide law, an insert before what I wrote about you on page 8, the bottom
sentence of page 19.
I think that the procedure following in voting in the New England Trail Conference would make
an excellent subject for senatorial investigation. I know of two or three letters from the Steering
Committee, which favored lifting the restriction. You must count as negative those who don’t
vote at all.
As to the copy of the P. A. T. C. Guide, I have checked with our Secretary. His records show
that on May 1st a copy correctly addressed was sent to you at Harvard Square. This was in a
container with the return address of the Club marked “Return Postage guaranteed”. It has not
come back. Can you make any inquiry? I am at a loss to know how it miscarried.
Why can’t the Appalachian Trail be indicated by name on the A. M. C. maps, if parenthetical
only after the local name.
June 7, 1934. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter received yesterday. The Bates College Outing Club would welcome the opportunity
to work on this last link in the Katahdin to Atlanta Trail. We could start scouting a trail from
Saddleback across to Grafton Notch about June 20th, and if our work met with the approval of
the A.M.C., we would like the job of completing the trail after we have scouted it.
I am personally familiar with that section of Maine, and I feel we can do a good job. Our Outing
Club is, with the exception of the Dartmouth Outing, Club, the oldest and strongest college
outing club in the country, and we have good men interested every year. Incidentally, every
student in college is a member. I went to Augusta this morning to find out from Commissioner
Stobie (who is also in the Maine Development Commission) what degree of cooperation, if any,
we could get from the state. Mr. Stobie was out of town, but Deputy Commissioner Grover
thought that Bert Brown, Chief of Wardens for the Rangeley section would be glad to help. I
shall see Mr. Stobie the first of next week, if you give us word to go ahead.
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How is this work financed? If we put the trail through, it will take so much of the summer that
the boys would have to give up vacation jobs on which they are dependent for their college
maintenance, and therefore they would need some recompense.
Please let me hear from you at once, for our examination period is almost over, and the boys will
be scattered far and wide after next Tuesday. It will be much better if we know what we are to
do while they are still around here to talk things over. I think a group of four would be sufficient
to do the whole job.
P. S. If you see Neil Stevens, please remember me to him. I worked with him for four years,
and have a high regard for him.
June 7, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:This is to notify you that the Maine Forest Service will honor a bill for $20 for paint. I had a talk
with Violette Tuesday, and he not only agreed to this cash contribution towards extending the
AT in Maine but also said that he believed they would be able to divert some of the CCC
workers this summer to the new section of AT. I will see Stubbs later this month and remind him
of this. I think it might be just as well not to try to pin them down any more specifically as to
where the CCC will work. Violette is evidently sold on the idea that they will put in work east
from Bigelow a considerable distance, but whether they will get to Saddleback or beyond I may
not be able to ascertain in advance.
This donation of theirs will release other funds for markers, etc. 1 will notify Ross to honor a bill
from you to NETC for expenses incurred on the AT extension in Maine up to $25. This gives
you $51 or $56 to work with this season, and seems to me ample to cover the probable
extensions, from Bigelow to Saddleback or thereabouts, and presumably enough to go right
through, according to your estimate submitted a month or so ago, though I would not be in too
much of a hurry about this last section, owing to the necessity of some one's interviewing owners.
Possibly Stubbs would do this after reaching Saddleback. 1 will talk this over with him also.
l presume you are aware that the great forest fires in Maine included one that burnt between
30,000 and 40, 000 acres just south of Katahdin. This included the stretch north of Millinocket
Lake both sides of the tote road, almost up to the Game Preserve line and over nearly to the East
Branch,- Trout Ponds, Kellog Mtn, etc. Pitmans Camp and garage were both burnt out. Whether
Togue Pond Camps were saved Violette did not know Tuesday. Yesterday's rains may have
stopped it. A great pity, but apparently one of the chances at present unavoidable.
June 7, 1934. Myron Avery to Percival Sayward, Dorchester, Mass.
Dear Sayward:
I am much interested in the information contained in your letter of June 5th. Your courtesy and
thoughtfulness in writing when you take a trip over the A.T. is one of the rewards of this work.
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Briefly as to Drew. We slept in the stable there last year. No accommodations! This cabin
building idea seems perennial. He was talking of it to Greene last spring. The place is very
attractive and historically interesting and because he is on the Trail, we want to throw him all the
business that he can look after. Obviously he can’t handle more than 5 or 4 now, so I advised
Gower to let his distance hikers stay there and ferry the others to Monson. If Drew should by
then have accommodations, Gower may, I presume, plan otherwise for the economy of time of
his party.
Despite our limited A.T. finances - and the struggle to get this Guide out is a story in itself - we
sent copies of the Guide to all Maine workers and the camp-owners. The envelope had "return
postage guaranteed” and Drew’s copy was not returned.
I am trying to make contact with the Maine Outing Club, I have recently written Bowdoin and
Bates. Your contacts with the Maine Outing Club members may lead to fine results.
A newspaper story - published after the Guide-- tells much more of Jim Whyte. Greene has the
copy, (Boston Herald, Jan. 7, 1934.)
If you can get your Maine Outing Club friends to take up the A.T. with their officials or tell the
Club about it, much could result. My letters explain what I am trying to accomplish. It is too late
now but if you could get these books to do something in the fall, it would furnish the needed
contact.
In. the booklet "Climbing Mount Katahdin in Maine", obtainable gratis from the Maine Publicity
Bureau, Portland, Maine, you will see a reference to a snowshoe climb of Katahdin. It was
inserted after I read proof. I called the attention of Manager H. B. Coe to the statement and said
your winter expedition could better be referred to. It would lend support if you - without
mentioning me - wrote Coe and suggest the correction. I have corrected the Guide to show
Samuel Bodfish the first settler. That story of the cabin with musket – holds [sic], is at variance
with our information that the present farmhouse is the only building of the original community.
Perhaps Gower can check it and if it is the fact we can insert it later. Perhaps the changing of
Post-office addresses kept Drew’s copy from him. Did you learn what he is now using?
Continue to give us publicity.
I am sending your letter and a copy of this to Gower, with the request that he forward both to
Greene at Sebec Lake, Maine.
CC: Mr. Gower
{to be sent Greene with Sayward’s letter}
June 7, 1934. Myron Very to The Registrar, University of Maine
Dear Sir:
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Will you kindly inform me if the University of Maine Outing Club is now active? If so, could
you give me further information as to the nature of its program? I particularly wish to discuss
some matters connected with the Appalachian Trail with its Trail Committee, if any. This Trail,
as you may know, is now completed from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 175 miles, and
further extensions are in progress.
June 10, 1934. Perceval Sayward, Dorchester, Mass. to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Avery:
Was glad to have your interesting letter. You may count on my keeping the trail before my
friends and others—and the Maine problem will be to the forefront.
Your point is well made concerning the fluctuating interest in the college outing clubs.
Fortunately the three young men I contacted at Maine, tho only freshmen the last year, have been
active factors in a real revival and are planning a lot for the coming year. One at least is almost
certainly an official. I will see him shortly I hope, show him the copies of your letters, etc.
On hour or so before receiving your letter, I was turning over to one of these Maine boys a
photostatic copy of the Herald article you mention. I had happened to see it last winter. They
got quite a thrill out of my recounting it. Bodfish told me it is essentially correct, while old Mrs.
Bodfish remarked that some people believed Jim was not in the smuggling game. It is not an
A.M.C. trail to his Lookout as the sign states—whose sign I wonder?
My judgment of Drew in the few minutes I saw him is that he is an uncertain quantity. Equally
unprepossessing individuals, in my experience, have proved reasonably good hosts. How about
the quality of the grub?
I rather supposed you might have sent the booklets as good business but it was evident from
Drew’s and Bodfish’s interest for some reason theirs did not come to hand. As to their correct
mail address I cannot enlighten you but Monson would appear logical.
More power to you and good luck with this season’s work. I sincerely wish I might send you
something more substantial than good wishes!
P.S. Thank you for mentioning your booklet “Climbing Mount Katahdin in Maine”. I might
have wondered a bit if I had seen that paragraph. I have written Coe briefly. Earle Bacon, a
mighty nice chap, but the way, I coached on the details of that trip from some months before it
was undertaken!
June 10, 1934. John S. Holden, Bowdoin College Outing Club, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Sir:
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Professor Copeland told me about you last winter when the Outing Club was just beginning. I
was going to write you for help and advice, but then Harold Marsh started working on a donation
to the club for the ’09 class gift, and that project has kept me busy ever since.
The previous Outing Club was purely a winter sports affair. And although skiing is my favorite
sport this club is going to include all possible types of activity. One sport is not a strong enough
incentive to make the thing an active and lasting organization. So we plan to have a skeet shoot,
rifle range, and a ski trail here in Brunswick. Then for week-ends we hope to have a camp at
Weld, Me. From there we will in time establish a trail chain from Mt. Blue to Abraham,
Saddleback, the Horn, and Tumbledown. We may put up a few shelters on the way.
We chose Weld for its comparative nearness and for its possibilities for hunting, fishing, skiing,
rock climbing and hiking.
We hope to have some Alumni members, and we already have some faculty members. There are
about thirty undergraduates now taking an active interest. Money has been our largest drawback.
We will get fifty dollars a year from the college. Student interest would be considerably
dampened if dues were more than a dollar a year. But those faculty and alumni who are
interested seem to be willing to pay at least five dollars. The total of all this will come to about
$150 a year (optimistically speaking). Then there is the possibility of the ’09 class gift (approx.
$2,000). And if we get this the camp, which will hold at least twenty people, will become a
reality.
So far the club has made three trips to Weld. We have climbed Tumbledown and Blue, and
scouted the country for a camp site.
If we get the gift, and can’t find a ready built camp to suit our purposes, we are going to hire an
old Canadian (who has spent most of his life building cabins) as boss carpenter and four of us
will spend part of the summer helping him build it. If we buy a place we’ll need only about a
week to fix it up, and the rest of the time we can spend working on trails. If we don’t get the
money we’ll go up just the same and spend the whole time doing trail work.
I am anxious to be of all the service I can on the A.T. project. In fact I would rather work on
your trail this summer and save the other until later, so unless we decide to build the cabin our
entire force (4 men and a boy) will be delighted to act as scouts, hackers, or clearers for one two
or three weeks.
So far the Outing Club has been too much of a one man affair. At meetings I ask for suggestions
and end up by making them myself. We appoint committees and then I do the work. Freshmen
are interested, have the time, but not the sense to make themselves heard. Upper classmen are
interested and haven’t the time. I have tried my best to make the thing cooperative, but so far
I’ve had to do most everything from dictatorship to dirty work. However, the cause is worth
working for, and I will welcome criticism and suggestions with open arms.
Can we help this summer, and if so where and how? Does the A.M.C. pay for this work?
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I will be at 38 DWHINDA Rd., Waban Mass. for the next week. And the week after that I’ll be
here for commencement. We leave for Weld Fri. June 22.
Pardon the excess length and excess ifs, and, and buts in this letter. I have just finished studying
for exams and you probably remember the state that leaves one’s mind in.
I have done some trail scouting in Vermont and in the Berkshires; so if you need us for that end
of the work I think we can swing it.
June 11, 1934. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner Neil Violette
Dear Violette:
Comey has just written me that the A.T. Conference may draw on you to the extent of $20 to
help pay for markers and paint and that he will have the N.E.T.C. duplicate this amount. I am
proceeding to have 10 gallons of paint made up in the quart cans so that it will be ready for
immediate shipment as required. This amount should pretty well carry us across the unfinished
section of the state. I should like to have the money to pay the paint manufacturer, so if you will
tell me in what form the application will be made, I shall do so. Also, I will send you an
accounting for the amounts received.
June 11, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Comey:
You have certainly helped the A.T. project a great deal in obtaining the $20 from the Forestry
Department. I congratulate you. You have done splendid work. This should almost solve the
problem of supplies for the rest of Maine. With your $6, plus this $20, the N.E.T.C. should send
$26, making $52 in all.
I think it advisable to get the paint and markers prepared now and ready to ship as required. I
shall have the paint made up and put in fibre boxes holding 4 quart cans. We can add markers as
needed to each consignment. This will be a special Maine lot and reserved for that work. I shall
discuss with C. W. Williams, 9129 Georgia Avenue, Silver Springs, Md., our Tools Chairman,
who has helped in handling these matters for the A.T., as to whether these boxes can be stored at
his place for shipment as needed.
With the $52, I will order
1000 markers, cutting 1000 markers, printing Paint (including 6 qts. sent
Taylor and expense of
sending paint and markers) 7 gals.

$16.60
6.00
30.00
$52.00
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As for the cost of mailing out this paint, rather than keep this account open, I shall take 4 quarts
from this Maine supply and transfer it to the A.T. lot; and have the A.T. funds pay such expenses
as are incurred in getting the paint to Maine.
This leaves us with six gallons of paint to go out as required.
I am enclosing a carbon of this letter which you may care to send Secretary Ross, so that he can
send the $26 to Treasurer Torrey, 99-28 193rd Street, Hollis, Queens, Long Island, New York.
Please have a N.E.T.C. Guide to A.T. sent at once to Sawyer for use in the work of the Bates
Club; I sent you copy of his letter.
Please also do something about sending Learned a copy and I urge you to let me have half a
dozen copies of the book and copies to the A.M.C. Andover Sheet for use as we make new
contacts in Maine. They are indispensable. Were there any changes made in this edition around
Old Blue?
CC: Torrey, C. W. Williams, Mr. Ross, Walter Greene, Robert Stubbs
June 11, 1934. James A. Gannett, Registrar, University of Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
In reply to your letter of June 7 I would say that the Maine Outing Club is active and will have, I
think, a very live president during the coming year. He is particularly interested in obtaining
additional outlying cabins for the Club and is personally interested in the Appalachian Trail. He
has had the loan of my trail map covering the section in the State for a week or so.
The Club sponsors a winter carnival, hikes, and holds fortnightly or monthly meetings. The
President is W. Evans Page. I would suggest that you write to him at his home address which is
East Corinth, Maine.
The Club had a Katahdin trip arranged for the close of examination week but was obliged to
cancel it on account of the forest fires.
June 13, 1934. Myron Avery to F. H. Sipe, Unaka National Forest
Dear Mr. Sipe:
In checking our records, I find that by error a pair of long-handled pruning shears was sent to
you with the paint and markers. This pair of shears was intended for Game Warden Helon N.
Taylor, Eustis, Maine. How can we get them back? Can you ship them to us or to Game
Warden Taylor or should we advance the carrying charges?
June 13, 1934. Arthur Fogg to Myron Avery.
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I am glad to report that some of our club members are interested in doing some practical work to
assist in the completion of the Appalachian Trail. After reading your letter of suggestions (See
your letter of May 23), we organized a group of three, and decided to commence our scouting on
the Elephant-Old Blue region. The report of our work in this section is enclosed with this letter.
I trust that the information contained may be of value to you.
We have come in contact with a Mr. Victor Akers, in Andover, who is quite familiar with this
region and no doubt can give us valuable leads in connection with scouting work. He assisted us
with many suggestions last Sunday. We also tried to meet Mr. Learned, but he happened to be
away for the day, and we did not have time to make a second call at his home.
After reading the report, which we enclose, we should be glad to hear from you, and to know if
you would prefer us to continue further explorations in this same locality, or whether you would
like us to transfer our scouting to some other section. I cannot promise you just how much time
we will be able to put in on this work, but I believe we can, at least, make a second trip sometime
within a few weeks. Even though we may not have accomplished a great deal, I think we have
secured some information of value.
{Copy Comey, Stubbs, Edgerly, Holden}
June 10, 1934. REPORT OF RESULTS OF A SCOUTING TRIP, JUNE 10, 1934
VICINITY—OLD BLUE AND ELEPHANT MTS., Township C, Oxford County, Maine
(Information supplied from Mr. Webster’s notes.) In the party: Arthur M. Fogg, Eliot C.
Webster, W. M. Wheildon, Jr.
The following data were taken June 10th, and it is hoped that it be of value in making the
decisions on the location of the Appalachian Trail across the Northern end of Oxford County.
It deals with the problem of connecting the ANDOVER-SOUTH ARM road with the lumber
camps on the West Branch of the Swift River.
At a point on the Andover-South Arm road, about 10 1/2 miles north of Andover, is the entrance
to a lumber road, leading directly east. The Andover-South Arm road at this point runs nearly
North & South, and the turn into the lumber road is a right angle. The lumber road is about 1 l/4
miles north of the ANDOVER NORTH SURPLUS-TOWNSHIP C. town line, and about 1 l/2
miles south of SOUTH ARM.
Leaving the ANDOVER-SOUTH ARM road, we followed the lumber road east for one mile
(road passable for cars about half the distance), and grade about 8 degrees, arriving at a new
lumber camp, operated by Mr. Sessions, for the American Realty Co., Sessions Camp is
composed of 5 or 6 buildings, accommodating 50 or 60 men, and has been constructed within the
last month, and will be used through the year until next Spring.
At Sessions Camp, the trail meets a large brook on right, and follows along brook for 100 yards,
then trail crosses brook (brook now on left side of trail.) Grade is now 8 to 10 degrees.
400 yards farther east on trail there is a double crossing of the trail over brook, the trail within
100 ft. coming back on the same side of the brook, as before, the brook being on the left.
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Small tributary comes in on right. We make a double crossing of this tributary, and now follow
along parallel to the tributary and the main brook, the trail being between them. I have spoken of
the trail crossing the brook in a number of places, but it is really the brook (or tributary) crossing
the trail, as the trail is fairly straight, and runs due East all the time.
175 yards further on, we cross old strip of corduroy bridge over gully. A small tributary leads
into the brook 450 yards further on. Across the tributary, we go 150 ft. further, and arrive at large
dam (in process of construction) across the main brook. The walking thus far has been excellent,
with a very interesting brook alongside. There is little view. Climbing 100 yards up the bank (left
side of the brook, as proceeding upstream, and near dam) we can partially orient ourselves. Old
Blue Mt. lies off about 2 miles, S.E. by S. Standing on the dam, looking West, down the brook
and trail, we look over at C. Bluff Mt. Elephant Mt. is North of us.
Following our trail again, we go east and 100 ft. further on we make another double crossing of
the brook and proceed 200 ft. farther with brook on our left, when we arrive at a fork in the
brook (with a ridge between), the right hand fork apparently coming down from Old Blue Mt.,
and the other from the side of Elephant Mt.,
There are the remains of an old logging road, bearing left toward Elephant Mt., so we take the
left fork, (apparently no trail following the right fork toward Old Blue.) We begin to bear slightly
north of East. Keeping brook on our left, we go 100 ft. more and cross brook, it now being on
our right. Small tributary comes in from left. 200 ft. more and we cross brook again, over small
log dam. (Brook now on our left.). We go another 100 ft. and we cross brook and follow it for
100 ft., the brook now being on our right. We now swing due North, and leave the brook, and our
degree of climbing changes from 10 degrees to about 15 degrees.
Trail continues in a Northerly direction, through soft wood growth, and apparently ends in a
small clearing where men are cutting pulp wood. This is about 4/5 of the entire distance to the
summit of Elephant Mt., as we estimated. About another mile would reach the summit. Up to this
point the trail had been very good, although the last part of the way would stand a little cutting.
Both Elephant and Old Blue look to be heavily wooded all along their summit. We think that the
point where we turned North to go up toward the summit of Elephant was approximately the
height of land of the Col between Elephant and Old Blue. It would not require any great amount
of time and labor, in our estimation, to push this trail on to the summit of Elephant. The present
section of trail as used by the woodsmen is practically up to standard requirements, and has
recently been brushed out. We do not know of course, whether it would be possible to secure any
view from the summit of Elephant or not. If so, it should be a good one, as it is relatively near the
Rangeley chain of lakes, and particularly near Welokennebacook Lake [aka Lower Richardson
Lake], (one of this chain).
Old Blue presents another problem, in that it is so big, and so heavily wooded, and would require
a long and tedious process of exploration. The mountain as seen from the North is a long
ponderous ridge (said to be about 5 miles long) with no conspicuous summit, and completely
wooded. The town and county line runs over the summit, but it is debatable as to whether this
would prove a desirable route to follow, in view of the fact that there are no open ledges or
summits. The trail through the notch between the mountains as we took it, would very easily be
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made a through way, with side trails to either Elephant or Blue, and would have the advantage of
an excellent supply of water, as well as the possibility of shelter at the Sessions Camp, after the
lumbering operations have been completed.
The lumber camps, about which you inquired, on the West branch of Swift River are now open
and under the direction of a man named Lee Thurston.
We estimated the distance which we walked in from the highway to the clearing on the side of
Elephant Mt, to be about 3 l/2 miles. About three miles was in a due East direction, and the last
half mile about due North. We were told that the trip from the height of land where we made our
turn, to the Lee Thurston camps on West Branch was about a two hour hike. We will have to
make inquiries later about the route. We hope to return to this section soon for further scouting,
and to see about the possibility of connecting logging roads out of C. Pond with the AndoverSouth Arm road. There is also a possibility of a trail up Old Blue commencing at a point on the
Andover-South Arm road some miles farther south of the point where we went into the woods.
NOTE: We carried rags for the purpose of marking our trip, but did not use them, as once the
Andover-South Arm road is left behind, there is no difficulty in following the existing trail. In
fact it is equally as good as many of the White Mountain Trails. If we go on with this work and
enter territory which now bears no trails, we shall have good use for the rags.
{Copy comey, R. G. Stubbs, Alfred Edgerly}
June 13, 1934. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, to Myron Avery. [Very hard-toread hand-written letter, with some written-in “translation” by Avery.]
Dear Sir:
Well I’ve had my crew spend a day or more cutting most big fallen trees out of the Road down
the lake and it isn’t too bad now, but the grass and raspberry bushes will be heavy on this middle
of the summer. It would make it wet when there was dew on the bushes. May be I can get the
cows to feed down that way when it gets short in the regular pasture. We have cleaned out the
path to the river and thrown out a lot of log sticks that was there when you came over it. Down
near about a 6 or 8 point spot was scratched up by a bear one tree he broke off at this spot. We
saw an extra big one on the trail by that little pond one day. He was going some.
Fishing has been good and we have had quite a few guests—about 21 in all, but not over 8 at a
time. Have ten help now and two guides working with them. Rupert Baxter and David. You
likely know him or of him Gov. Baxter Brother was up before him. We had quite a few booked
early that never showed up. I suppose the Appalachians will be starting soon. The fires are out.
It burned a strip from Hurd Pond across the West Branch over across the East Branch above
Grindstone must be 30 miles and 10 miles wide. Went on 5 miles of your trail. They have a
CCC camp up near the mountain now and will work on the Roads and trail to Katahdin. The
Hunt trail about the first I suppose. Like to hear from you once in a while.
June 13, 1934. R. H. Torrey to the Shenandoah Publishing House
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Gentlemen:
Enclosed is check for $8.50, which according to our accounts reduces the unpaid balance on the
Maine Guide to $19.00. Kindly confirm to Mr. Avery and myself.
June 14, 1934. William H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I have your letter of June 11, with your enclosure, your letter of May 25 to Mr. Fogg of Portland.
This morning I took Mr. Fuller, president of our Outing Club here, to Augusta, and we spent two
hours with Supervisor Stubbs, talking over the country between Grafton Notch and Saddleback.
It seems to me after talking with Mr. Stubbs, and reading your letter to Mr. Fogg that the section
that needs most intensive scouting is in the area around Elephant Mountain and Old Blue. From
what I know at present, I would suggest that the first thing for us to do is to get in touch with Mr.
Learned, who I find lives a short way north of Andover, and then using the trail from his house
to C Pond as a starting point, scout eastward through the Blue and Elephant region, and
westward through to the Old Andover-Upton Highway. I have selected three trustworthy men, all
officers in the Outing Club, who are anxious to work with me, who can spend a week or ten days
beginning the twenty-first of June. Beginning July l, these men all have jobs for the summer and
I doubt if any of our crowd will be free this summer after that date. It would be my plan to work
slowly and intensively, mapping the country as we go, in regard to elevation, physical characters,
types of woods encountered, waterfalls, cliffs, or other items of interest to trampers, and so forth.
We will mark what seems to us the best route with some form of temporary marking that can be
easily followed by anyone who comes after us. It seems to me that in a week or ten days we
should be able to do a fairly thorough job of scouting.
Please let me know at once if you wish us to tackle the job. If so, we shall of course appreciate
all the suggestions that you can give us. I think I have a pretty fair idea of what the A.M.C.
wishes to embody in its trails, but we want all the help we can get. I presume that after we have
scouted and marked a prospective route you, or someone, will wish to go over it and O.K. it. Our
Outing Club is becoming much interested in this section which is so near Lewiston, and after the
route is approved we shall be glad to do all that we can to help establish and maintain the trail.
{Avery marginal notes: Copy to Mr. Stubbs, A. C. Comey, Arthur Fogg, John Holden, Neil
Stevens, J. F. Schairer, Walter Greene, Torrey, Perceval Sayward, Shailer Philbrick, Helon
Taylor, Frank Phillips}
June 14, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur G. Staples, the Lewiston Journal, Lewiston, Me.
Dear Mr. Staples:
You may recall that a few months ago you wrote an editorial in connection with the appearance
of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, giving detailed data for the trail from Katahdin to
Mt. Bigelow. Since then we have continued to extend the route, develop maps and the literature
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of the Trail. One of these articles is an account of the Geology of that section of the State,
written in an interesting and informative style. It is by Dr. Shailer S. Philbrick, a member of our
trail marking expedition.
It seems to me that this is the type of article which you would wish to publish in The Lewiston
Journal and I am sending it to you for that purpose. As Mr. Philbrick has been under
considerable expense in the collection of the data for this purpose, he would, of course, expect to
be compensated the customary rate for such articles.
CC: Mr. Philbrick
{Photos will be forwarded if you advise you are using the article. This copy loaned G. W.
Leadbetter 910 16th St. 7/7/34}
June 15, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I have instructed Ross to send along the $26. The AMC Committee on Trail, Hut and Camp
Extension met yesterday and voted not to recommend Baldpate to the Council. In general the
reason is that the Club is now doing about all it can in trail maintenance, and this stretch would
have to be serviced independently from the Mahoosuc Range Trail by a long drive to Grafton
Notch, involving disproportionate expense for the mileage. Logging is still going on in Grafton
Notch, both sides. Also, it seems to be a question of where the agency maintaining the major
portion of the AT in Maine leaves off and the AMC begins, rather than the AMC filling in a
short vital link that could otherwise be left unsponsored between two other agencies.
This point being settled, I think we should definitely bend our energies to getting the Maine
people to maintain all the way through to Old Speck. (The Forest Service already does so from
Grafton Notch to Old Speck.) If Saddleback is reached this year that won’t seem such a terrible
stretch next. And perhaps one of the other agencies you are corresponding with will take hold.
Grafton Notch, Frye Brook and Black Brook Notch are the nearest points to both Portland and to
Bates College.
I asked Miss Meserve to send you 10 copies of the 1931 Andover sheet. There are more of these
if you need them.
As to the key map, I have never received but one copy of No. 5, and anyway,--whoever corrects
your tracing can do so just as readily from the key map on page 2 of the Guide to the AT in New
England, as from whatever marks I might make on your map.
I shall be away this summer and cannot send out guides to parties you think should have them,
and Mr. Ross is so tied up with other work I hardly feel like asking him to do so one by one.
Therefore I am asking him to send you 25 more copies, with envelopes, to be sent NOT to those
who might otherwise buy the booklet. As the postage on these 25 is but 38 cents, I am leaving
that to you. This will prevent all argument as to whether the persons you are sending are really
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worth a 50¢ book or not. This includes those whom you may have named for getting guides in
recent letters sent to me.
One more inquiry as to paint: Did you ascertain just what Cabot’s Double-White is made of?—
whether all titanium oxide or not?
I have suggested to Blood that he be the AMC delegate at Long Trail Lodge June 29th, and will
urge the Council to so act, at its meeting June 21.
I would have added AT to the local trail names on the AMC maps had I thought of it. I of course
go out of office Jan. 1, so suggest you renew that suggestion to the next Councilor of
Topography.
And now, a pardon, please, of my own. The 1934 Guide to the Blue Ridge is here, having
reposed peacefully beneath a pile of unread pamphlets these many weeks. Thank you for
sending it.
June 18, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Fogg
Dear Mr. Fogg:
I have your letter of June 13th. It will facilitate matters if you will write me at the address given
below, rather than at 901 Union Trust Building.
I am much interested that the suggestions of my letter of May 23rd bore fruit so rapidly. We
hope you will continue with the work so that we may have a detailed report on the exact
condition from the Andover-Upton Road to Saddleback. For the present, I think the most
productive work to continue where you left off to thoroughly explore between the Lee Thurston
Camps on the West Branch of Swift River and the divide between Old Blue and Elephant, I want
to congratulate you upon the completeness and fullness of your report. It is most intelligible and
it means that anyone could pick up your work. Please continue to give us as much information in
the future. Would it be practicable next time to work from the east past the Thurston Camps to
the Ridge?
Were you able to learn anything about the county line affording access to Old Blue? Should it
not have crossed the divide between Old Blue and Elephant near where you were?
Your scouting trip affords a new angle. I had understood that Old Blue had one cleared peak
which gave a good view and that Elephant was wooded. I had thought that we might miss
Elephant and take in Old Blue. Your scouting points to the other course.
With what you have accomplished so far, I consider it wise for you to concentrate on this
Elephant-Old Blue region until we are sure that we have learned everything possible as to routes
in there. Perhaps Mr. Comey or Mr. Edgerly may have something to say in the way of comment.
I have sent your report to Comey, Edgerly, Stubbs and Holden.
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Again thanking you for an unusually clear and helpful account.
As I study the Andover map in the A.M.C. Guidebook in comparison with the Maine Forest
Service Rangeley District map, it looks as if on the A. M.C. map Old Blue is located one town
too far north.
Do you know the name of the brook you followed? That trail up Old Blue from farther south on
the Andover-South Arm road should be investigated. Of course, on a scouting trip as this one,
there is no purpose in marking with rags, etc. But if you find what seems to be the only route, say
from C Pond to the Andover road, such a route should be marked. New trails or roads can come
in and make confusing what was before an unmistakable route. Do you understand that the
Sessions operations will last only this year?
June 18, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of May 22nd, if it is possible when you are in Portland I will try and see
you.
With this letter I am sending you a copy of the new Route map which has just been published by
the State Highway Department. Upon this is indicated the location of the projected highway
from Houghton to Rangeley. Also the Route numbers of the State highway have been changed
to a considerable degree, which will necessitate a re-editing of the Guide Book.
Professor Sawyer of Bates and Mr. Fuller, one of his students, called last week and I had a very
interesting talk with them. He and four students plan to go to Andover and stay somewheres
near George Learned on Sawyer Brook, and to work from there. They were very much
interested with the work and I think you will get a useful report from them.
I told Mr. Sawyer that we were still a little in the dark as to the attitude which the Brown
Company may take. They are going into the country and be very careful of fires and avoid
creating any comments. I believe you wrote me that Mr. Scott Lockyer is favorable to the “A.T.”
The large fires which have been burning in the northern and eastern part of the State are now
under control, and I wrote Mr. Gower that the “A.T.” in the vicinity of Katahdin is still intact.
June 18, 1934. THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
On the summit of Katahdin a white board sign bears the first marker of the Appalachian Trail—a
mountain footpath along the crest of the mountain ranges, extending some 2050 miles to Mt.
Oglethorpe in Northern Georgia. Only two sections remain uncompleted in this master trail—
some 80 miles from Mt. Bigelow to Grafton Notch in western Maine and some 40 miles in the
eastern part of the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, where the National Park Service is
building a new trail. The Appalachian Trail is very intensively marked by white paint (titanium
oxide) blazes and metal markers. From Katahdin’s summit it descends the Hunt Trail to Daicey
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Pond and extends (1933) uninterruptedly 173.5 miles to Mt. Bigelow. The route leads through
the very finest of the Maine wilderness with all its beauty of lake, forest, stream and mountains.
A feature of this trail is that, although it leads through an utter wilderness area, accommodations
can be procured each night, after a moderate day’s journey, at comfortable, attractively situated
sporting camps. These camps are located so as to divide the 173.5 miles traverse into a
seventeen days’ journey. The traveler on the Appalachian Trail may indeed know the joys of
“going light”. Complete detailed information as to the Trail route in Maine is contained in the 76
page GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, obtainable from the Appalachian
Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C., at a cost of 50¢ (prepaid).
For Copy of Booklet
“CLIMBING MOUNT KATAHDIN”
Send to
MAINE PUBLICITY BUREAU
Longfellow Square, Portland, Maine
June 19, 1934. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr., Professor of Botany, Bates College
Dear Professor Sawyer:
I received yours of June 14th today. To say that I am delighted to know you are preparing to
scout this missing section is putting it mildly. I have sent you today copy of the Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in New England, which contains the proposed route. I trust that the College
Library contains - or you will be able to obtain - the copies of Appalachia will contain Mr.
Comey’s account of his two trips. They might give you helpful information.
I am sure from your letter and after seeing Supervisor Stubbs that you understand exactly the
problem and what we wish to accomplish. My letter to Supervisor Stubbs may be helpful and I
am enclosing a carbon. Please return it. I have sent, for what they may be worth, 2 drawings of
the Rangeley and Oquossoc Quadrangles as made by the U. S.G.S. from the airplane photos of
this section. As you may not have them, I have also had the Rumford and Phillips Quadrangles
forwarded to you. (Note the error on the former near Saddleback.) Within a few days, I shall
have a better copy of the Andover sheet from the A.M.C. White Mountain Guide.
You have in mind our requirements so well that there is hardly any need of my going into detail.
I would suggest that you make your western terminus Frye Brook and, if possible, go to the
summit of Saddleback so as to leave no gap between your scouting and the work that Game
Wardens Taylor and Phillips are completing.
I am sending a copy of your letter and my reply to the persons indicated below, so that
everybody interested in the Maine work may be fully informed. We have available the necessary
paint and markers for completing this link and I hope very much that after the scouting, you and
the Bates Club will want to establish and maintain this section.
I am sending you some data which Mr. Fogg of the Eastern States Mountain Club has sent me.
We want to have as many Maine groups as possible interested and your scouting trip will enable
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Mr. Fogg and his friends to turn their attention to the section between Grafton Notch and the
Andover-Upton road over Baldpate. Thus we would have all the blind spots in the Maine section
cared for. The interval between your scouting and any marking operations would afford us
opportunity to check the route - although I hardly think this would be necessary.
I am pleased to know that you plan to leave some kind of temporary marking. That is most
essential.
Perhaps I had better make clear that the A.M.C., Appalachian Mountain Club, has no official
connection with the Maine trail work. Its trails end on Old Speck, which is the eastern terminus
of its Mahoosuc Range Trail. The Appalachian Trail Conference is sponsoring the Maine work;
it is a loose confederation of the outing Clubs interested in the Appalachian Trail project. The
A.M.C. is, of course, a member of the Conference.
Very truly yours,
{on original and this carbon only}—> P.S. I regretted very much that there was not some way in
which the Trail Conference might have contributed to the expense of the scouting party, but I am
pleased that this condition will not hamper the work.
CC: to
Mr. R.G.Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta, Maine.
Mr. A. C. Comey, Abbot Bldg., Harvard Sq., Cambridge, Mass.
Mr. Arthur H. Fogg, 63 Pleasant Ave., Portland, Maine.
Mr. John S. Holden, 38 Dwhenda Rd., Waban, Mass.
Mr. Nell E. Stevens, East Falls Church, Va.
Mr. J. F. Schairer, Carnegie Geophysical Lab., Washington,D.C.
Mr. Walter D. Greene, Sebec Lake, Maine.
Mr. Shailer S. Philbrick, Dept, of Geology, Johns Hopkins Univ., Balto. Md.
Game Warden Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Game Warden Frank M. Phillips, Kingfield, Maine.
Mr. E, H.Torrey, 99-28 193rd St., Hollis, Queens, Long Island, N.Y.
Mr. Perceval Sayward, 69 Monadnock St., Dorchester, Mass.
June 19, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Fogg
Dear Mr. Fogg:
Further to my letter of the 18th, I enclose copy of a letter from Professor Sawyer, dated June 14th,
and copy of my reply to same, of this date. I am sure that you will be pleased as I, over the
possibility of Professor Sawyer’s scouting trip determining our route from Saddleback to B Hill
Road. The possibility of the Bates Club maintaining this link would be a most material benefit.
We need all the help we can get in Maine.
If, as we hope, Professor Sawyer’s trip meets all the scouting requirements in this section, I
presume that it would be just as satisfactory for you and your friends to work on the last gap, that
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is, from Grafton Notch to B Hill Road. Under the circumstances, until we hear from Professor
Sawyer, I would suggest that you make your next trip to that locality. It can’t be over 10 miles
and your Club, after scouting, might very well decide to complete the Maine project by
undertaking that link.
Copies sent to people who appear on letter from Sawyer, dated 6/14/34.
June 19, 1934. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford
Dear Mr. Clifford:
I received this morning your letter of June 13th. I was very pleased to hear from you. According
to the stories we have been reading down here, the whole State was burning up. We were lucky
that the fire didn’t reach the trail and burn off the paint and markers, apart from what conditions
would be another year.
Philbrick was over here last evening from Baltimore. He isn’t quite sure yet what he will be
doing this summer. Also, Walter has left for Sebec Lake. He has regained his lost weight
(almost fat), is feeling fine after a good winter’s work, and no one can refer to him again as
“Ghandi”.
We are making good progress in extending the Trail west. Thanks to the Forest Service, C.C.C.
Camps and Game Wardens Taylor and Phillips, by the end of the summer the route will reach
Saddleback near Rangeley Lakes.
I was much pleased to know that you were able to improve the Trail by getting out the logs and
down stuff. The bushes can be cut but that grass is a problem. Except for the cows there isn’t
much to do but wait for the trees to get big enough to kill it by shade. That will be a few years. I
have been reading some interesting things about Rainbow Stream and Nahmakanta, which I
found in a book on “Lumbering on the West Branch” by A. G. Hempstead, which I got free by
writing the University of Maine at Orono.
I have been expecting some map corrections from you. I feel sure that the trails and roads
between the Ripogenus Road and Rainbow are wrong. Then, too, we were very uncertain as to
the drainage of the brook we follow up from your West Branch Camp. It ought to drain those
ponds but we couldn’t remember crossing the brook. West and north of Rainbow I think the map
is weak.
With the publicity given the Trail I expect that parties will soon commence using it before the
Appalachian Mountain Club trip in September. Gower is a very fine fellow. You will like him.
I appreciate very much your letting me hear from you from time to time.
With best regards from all of us,
CC: Greene
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June 19, 1934. Myron Avery to W. Evans Page, President, University of Maine Outing
Club
Dear Mr. Page:
We have been in touch, of late, with some of the local hiking organizations in the State - the
Eastern States Mountain Club and the Bates and Bowdoin Clubs. Our particular object was to
bring to the attention of these groups the existence of 173.5 miles of marked Appalachian Trail
from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, with the thought that such groups would make greater use of the
Trail. There remain also splendid opportunities for exploration both from the Trail and along the
route.
The completed Trail as far as Mt. Bigelow is described in Guide to the Appalachian Trail in
Maine, copy of which I have sent you. Further data is contained in the l934 issue of the Maine
Woods, published by the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. Thanks to the aid of the Forest Service,
C.C.C. Camps and the activities of Game Wardens Taylor and Phillips, by the end of the summer
the route should be extended over Saddleback. There then remains some forty miles to be
scouted and explored between Saddleback and Grafton Notch.
We would like to have you, next Fall, bring this Trail project to the attention of the officers and
members of the Trail Club, so that they may know of the existence of the Trail and make further
use of it.
I have read of the activities of the Club in the Bulletin of the I.O.C.A. As a resident of the State
(Lubec) and a graduate of Bowdoin (’20), 1 am much interested in the activities of the Maine
Clubs.
If you are in Augusta I think you would be interested in talking with Forest Supervisor Robert G.
Stubbs, who has helped so much with this project.
June 20, 1934. Myron Avery to John S. Holden, Waban, Mass.
Dear Mr. Holden:
I appreciate very much your writing at length with respect to the activities of the Bowdoin
Outing Club. The fact that this activity is so recent will partly explain why I was not more
familiar with recent happenings. I note with much interest that the Club has plans for at large
camp at Weld. This is very near our Trail route. In fact, getting over Old Blue and Elephant is
our major unsolved route problem. Any information which you could give us with respect to this
region would be most helpful.
1 have sent you under separate cover some further literature relating to the project. I presume
you have the U.S.G.S. Rumford sheet; the Rangeley Quadrangle to the north has been inked but
the photolith is not yet out.
As you are located in Waban, if you could see Mr. Arthur C. Comey, Abbot Building, Harvard
Square, Cambridge, I think it would be far more productive than if I tried to explain the proposed
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

127

route and problems by letter. Mr. Comey has also various letters and data which I have sent him
which would give you an idea of the present situation. Also I hope that he may have a copy of
the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in New England, which outlines the proposed route.
To save stenographic labor, I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have written Mr. Fogg of the
Eastern States Mountain Club at Portland, in response to an inquiry as to what his group could do.
The letter will serve to give you a picture of the situation. We want to interest as many local
groups as possible. The more data we obtain through scouting by the serious groups the better off
we are. Please return the letter to me, as it is my only carbon. Ask Mr. Comey to show you the
copy of my letter to Fogg.
The Club at Bates has shown interest also. I enclose copy of a letter from Professor Sawyer. Of
course, our aim is to interest as many organizations as possible in the State, in order to promote
the use of the project.
Mr. Comey will explain to you the financial setup of the Conference and the limitations under
which it operates. As he is going abroad, I trust you can see him very soon. I shall be pleased to
hear further from you after you have talked with Mr. Comey, to whom I am sending a copy of
this letter.
CC: Comey, Torrey, Greene
June 20, 1934. Myron Avery to George Stobie, Acting Director, Maine Development
Commission PERSONAL
Dear Mr. Stobie:
Last January, at the request of Mr. Coe, I prepared the text on a booklet for Katahdin. You, of
course, know that the publication recently appeared as "Climbing Mount Katahdin in Maine”.
Subsequent to my reading of the proof, some changes were made in the text. I may illustrate
these changes by referring to (for example) the insertion of (Little Niagara) after
Nesowadnehunk (p. 15); calling the Ripogenus Gorge the "Hulling Machine", and other changes
in that paragraph (p. 14 ); reference to Bacon and Hampson as the pioneer ascent on snowshoes;
a change of statement as to the Guide’s law and the omission of all references to the GUIDE TO
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. On seeing these changes, after I had read proof, I
very naturally asked Mr. Coe how they came about. He wrote me as follows:
"We haven’t any correspondence we can send you with the Attorney General's office. Knowing
that a change had been made, I asked the State Superintendent of Printing to ask Judge Fogg, the
Deputy Attorney General, to write out what should be printed in the booklet and that is why it
appears as it does.
When I turned over your copy to the State Printer for the Maine Development Commission that
ended my connection with it. I requested him to have it checked by Commissioner Stobie who is
also a member of the Maine Development Commission, and with Forest Commissioner Neil
Violette to see if they had any recent changes to be incorporated.
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Mr. Stobie is the acting director for the Commission at Augusta.”
You will appreciate my desire to be correctly informed on such matters and that I would want to
make inquiry to determine the reason for my erroneous beliefs — such as the Hulling Machine
being on the East Branch, not at Ripogenus, and that Little Niagara is several miles upstream on
Nesowadnehunk Stream, and not on the West Branch at all. (See THE PENOBSCOT WEST
BRANCH, by A.G. Hempstead, p, .) The only way I can straighten myself out on such points is
by making contact with the party who made the corrections, I assumed from Mr. Coe’s letter that
you might be able to tell me who made these changes. If so, I shall greatly appreciate it.
In response to my inquiry as to why the reference to the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE was omitted, Mr. Coe wrote me:
"The item regarding the Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine was left out by the
Commission to avoid criticism of promoting the sale of a private enterprise."
You have a copy of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE and will note in
particular the detailed chapter on Katahdin. The book is very useful to the person who never goes
beyond Katahdin. Also the maps of the region adjacent to the Trail are very helpful to the hunters
and fishermen. (Three supplementary maps have been issued.)
It semis to me that there must have existed a complete misapprehension as to the nature of the
Appalachian Trail. The enclosed article from AMERICAN FORESTS explains briefly its
purpose and, last January, a copy of the 36-page pamphlet on the entire Trail project was sent
you. This trail is an amateur recreational project. The Trail Conference is a voluntary association
of groups interested in promoting and maintaining the Trail. Such Clubs contribute a small
amount each year to pay for the markers and paint needed in marking the trail where the local
groups do not carry out this function. The balance is expended for publications and postage. The
Maine Guide, for example, is partly being paid for by sales and by the sum of $50 donated by the
Conference to this purpose. As a further illustration, the amount which I would have received for
writing this Katahdin booklet (payment 6 months delayed) was sent direct to pay the map-maker
who printed the maps for this Guide. I hope what I have said will make clear that, apart from the
substance of the work-- it is not a private enterprise. There have been changes in the Maine
Development Commission since I originally took up the matter with the Commission and hence
a possible misunderstanding.
Every effort is made to publicize the recreational resources of the Maine wilderness for hunting,
fishing, camping and hiking. This Guide is a gratuitous piece of advertising of Maine. It is the
first thing of its kind since the famous Hubbard Guidebooks of half a century ago.
We have a letter from the Maine Development Commission, by Mr. Isola, fully endorsing the
project. The Commission contributed $50 to the expense of cutting the Trail over the ChairbackBarren Range. Your Department last summer authorized Game Warden Whitten to assist Mr.
Greene for a few days. Fire and game wardens are at this very time working on the Trail. The
Maine Forestry Department (Mr. Violette and Mr. Stubbs) have been of tremendous help. The
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State Library purchased a large number of copies of the Guide. The Forestry Department and the
New England Trail Conference have provided funds sufficient to purchase paint and markers
necessary to complete the unfinished section of Trail in Maine. If ever the State was identified
with a project, it is this. Therefore, in eliminating this reference, the Commission threw away the
best possible publicity for a little-known recreational aspect of the State. Any sales of the book
merely pay for the cost of the book and afford funds for continuing the work. In any event, the
name of the publication could have appeared. It is hard to justify striking all references to the
A.T. Guide and leaving in, on pages 15 and 24, references to the Katahdin Guide (with price),
published by the Appalachian Mountain Club. This is a private corporation which has
contributed no more to the State than the Trail Conference’s 173 miles of marked trail. On the
same principle every bibliographical reference should be stricken out. For example, references to
"In the Maine Woods” might result in someone’s buying the ten cent publication of the Bangor
and Aroostook Railroad.
As a member of the Development Commission, I take it you must have seen the publications
issued by the State of Vermont, describing The Long Trail of some 260 miles maintained by the
Green Mountain Club, Inc. You know that this is much featured and utilized. You - from your
knowledge of the Maine wilderness - will agree with me that the Maine Trail of equal length will
be even superior to the Vermont Trail. We have more lakes and streams. In addition, we have
public accommodations all the way - sporting camps to provide for the non-camping hiker.
Vermont has no such feature. Our deficiency lies in the lack of leantos and shelters which are so
numerous on the Long Trail. Even this could be remedied by more public campsites built by the
Game and Fire wardens. I enclose a Maine Publicity Bureau folder on the Trail.
I trust that what I have said will be sufficient to show that the omission of a reference to the
Guidebook was under a complete misapprehension. May I ask that you will exhibit the Guide
and read this portion of my letter to the next meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Development Commission? Thereupon, I feel sure that the Commission will give instructions
that like Vermont - wherever appropriate, full reference will be made to the existence of the Trail
and the Guidebook.
May I hear from you in this connection?
CC: Mr. Coe
MAINE
No section along the two thousand and fifty mile Appalachian Trail originally seemed more
impossible of accomplishment than the estimated 250 mile section across Maine. This was due
to the fact, that, for almost its entire length, the Trail would pass through an utter wilderness and
also due to the lack of groups to sponsor and maintain the Trail. So difficult was the problem of
solution that there was seriously considered the advisability of abandoning the Maine link and of
reverting to the original proposal of the Trail’s northern terminus in the White Mountains. The
solution of the problem was due to Walter D. Greene, Broadway actor and Maine Guide, who,
from his sole travels in the Maine wilderness, plotted a route of high scenic order from Katahdin
to the Piscataquis River. In addition during the summer of 1933, Greene, almost single-handed,
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cut some forty miles of Trail over the Chairback-Barren Range, where the difficulties of trail
construction bid fair to thwart the entire project, even after a feasible route had been determined.
Greene’s achievement, to my mind, is the greatest, single, one-man accomplishment in the
annals of trail building in the East and the debt of this conference to Walter Greene cannot be
overstated. Culminating intensive work of over a year, an expedition of five marked and
measured the route from Katahdin to Blanchard, a distance of 117 miles. Fortunately, one
member of this marking expedition, Dr. Shailer S. Philbrick, a geologist specializing in Maine,
was so enthused that with the aid of State Fire Wardens, he continued the Trail some 55 miles
farther to Mt. Bigelow, marking a total distance of 174 miles. It was the marking of this last link
which really put the Maine section across.
We had expected to concentrate on improving the marked section and, for the time being, to rest
the project at Bigelow. We had not been home two weeks, however, before Game Warden Helon
Taylor of Eustis had undertaken to extend the route south. Due to the cooperation of C. C.C.
Camps, Game Wardens Taylor and Phillips, we have been assured that, by the end of summer
the marked route will be extended some 40 miles farther over the summit of Saddleback. There
will then remain some forty miles, where scouting is required to definitely locate the route.
Already we have interested four groups, namely The Eastern States Mountain Club of Portland,
the Outing Clubs of Bowdoin and Bates College and at the University of Maine. At this very
time, however. Professor W. H. Sawyer of Bates College and three members of the Bates Outing
Club are now in the woods, making an intensive scouting trip over this uncompleted forty mile
Section. After scouting the route the Bates College Club will probably construct and maintain it.
In the normal course of events two years more should see the Maine project finished.
The progress made, once there was marked existing Trail, justifies our prediction that as an idea
only, little progress would result but that once an existing thing, State support would be procured
and the project would advance. Momentum is developing all the time. The Maine Forest Service
with Commissioner Violette and Supervisor Stubbs have given us extraordinary support and help.
The Maine Development Commission has endorsed the project for the State agencies. The Maine
Forest Service and the New England Trail Conference have donated sufficient funds to buy paint
and markers for the unfinished portion in Maine.
Naturally we have devoted much attention to publicity for the new Trail. The absolute essential,
a detailed Guidebook, was issued in January. (This is the Book.) Supplementing this Guidebook,
three detailed maps were issued. (These are exhibited here.) Newspaper releases and stories on
the Trail have been circulated, The Appalachian Mountain Club has scheduled a trip in
September over the route.
Because it leads through a virgin territory with an exceptional beauty of mountain, lake, forest
and stream the Maine link should be much frequented. Its development - apart from the technical
difficulties-- has perhaps been the most interesting of any section of the Trail.
June 21, 1934. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins
Dear Mr. Harris:
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I have your letter of June 15th. If you care to send any booklets to Miss L. M. Tye, Secretary,
Green Mountain Club, Inc., Rutland, Vermont, she will have them exhibited. I think they will
attract considerable attention, and I will see also that attention is called to them.
I will see that your invitation is laid before the Conference. Personally, there is nothing I had
rather do than have the excuse for coming to Maine. There is, however, the real difficulty in
holding a Conference at such extreme ends of the Trail. It means an expensive trip both in time
and money. Already there is considerable complaint that Rutland is too far north. The Georgia
Appalachian Trail Club has had an invitation standing for over two years, but the feeling is that
this is too far south. The sentiment, as I gather it, is that next year the location should be more
central.
I know the attractions of your locality and how well the delegates would be used. I rather expect,
however, that it will be necessary to choose a central location another year.
I shall be very pleased to be able to place your report before the Conference.
The local groups are supposed to have regional meetings and I am sending your letter on to the
Chairman of the New England Trail Conference. I suggest also that you might want to get in
contact with some outing clubs in Maine. These are—
Eastern States Mountain Club
Arthur M. Fogg
63 Pleasant Avenue
Portland, Maine

Bates Outing Club
W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Professor of Botany
Bates College, Lewiston, Maine

Bowdoin College Outing Club
John S. Holden
Zeta Psi House
Bowdoin College
Brunswick, Maine

President, Maine Outing Club
East Corinth
Maine

Written after Mr. Avery left Washington
June 22, 1934. Harrie Coe to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
We sent the news release contained in your letter of May 23rd to the Editor of the Portland
Sunday Telegram. This was the best way we could handle this at that time because we were
driven to death in trying to handle the correspondence developed from our advertising receiving
from 300 to 500 replies a day and our financial resources are such that we could not hire extra
stenographers or typists to handle news releases. Probably I should have returned it to you for
you to handle, but frankly it didn’t occur to me to do so.
We are sending a limited number of copies of the Katahdin booklet for your Appalachian Trail
Conference and I am sorry that our supply is so limited that we can not send them in quantities.
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There are, however, enough for the people attending the Conference to look over the publication
to help them in making their plans. We are also sending you a dozen copies of the publication.
You have now probably received our letter in which we gave you the information regarding the
Attorney General’s opinion and stating that the paragraph was printed in the booklet in
accordance with copy furnished by the Deputy Attorney General to the State Printer handling the
publication.
I am glad to know that the check has finally been sent from Augusta so that I will eventually
receive the $25.00 advanced by me.
June 26, 1934. Aeronautical Engineering Company to R. H. Torrey
Dear Mr. Torrey:
On June 4, we received a check from the Treasurer, State of Maine for $38.50 to pay for the
printing which was delivered on January 24, 1934.
Mr. Avery paid for this work on April 7, $25.00 and April 17, $13.50.
If you approve, we will apply this check of $38.50 to the last printing bill which was $91.50. As
you have made payment of $50.00 this would leave a balance due us of $3.00.
If you will send us a check for this balance I will gladly send you a receipt in full. This will settle
all accounts in full for all work up to the present date.
Hoping this suggestion meets with your approval we are,
June 26, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:I have delivered to this Board [Maine State Planning Board] one copy of each of the publications
I controlled,-will you not contribute one copy of the Publication No. 4. Inasmuch, in order to
expedite matters I have already delivered to them my only copy, please send it (or 2) to me.
As to markers, your letter has reached me too late to confer with Blood (I have been away for
several days),-so I suggest you talk with him at the Lodge, if he shows up there. I got the
Council to appoint him as a delegate to the ATC, but I am not sure he is going. In any event, it is
Sisk who must decide as to using more markers.
Fogg is of course dead wrong as to Old Blue. [As Marty Welbourne of the Bates Outing Club
and I confirmed when we flagged the relocation over that open summit in 1977.] There is one
wooded summit and one clear one,-for I’ve been on it! It is hemmed in by a narrow band of low
dense spruce scrub, but the view is entirely unobstructed by that. Both Old Blue and Elephant
should be included. Once cleared, the trail between them will stay open. This is the natural
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route for local climbers. Every local user is a help. With the new blood coming in this job
should not be too much.
The new road through from Houghton to Bemis will go at right angles to our course,-it is I
believe bushed out, but unlikely to be constructed at once. If the trail goes through Summit Sta.
there is no advantage in this road, which is crossed near Four Ponds. If through Houghton, it is
out of the way to go to Four Ponds at all,-with the old r.r. more direct to Sunday (Sabbath Day)
Pond, en route for Long Pond.
I fear I shall not see Holden. You’ll have to continue guiding him. Edgerly knows that country.
All agree that the AT should proceed from Grafton Notch,-not either down or north along the
road any distance,-and of course descend to Frye Brook. Thence to C Pond and Sawyer Notch
seem fixed. If the trail must here bend north by the old tote road to South Arm road north of the
foot of Old Blue, it is too bad, but not fatal. Old Blue should be ascended however from a point
attractive to local climbers as well as through.
Luck for your meeting. My regards to Frizzell and his wife if they show up,-and Harvey Broome.
June 27, 1934. Alfred Edgerly to Myron Avery. [In tiny handwriting]
Dear Mr. Avery:
In view of the fact that Comey is “head over heels” in clearing up business matters etc.
preparatory to leaving within a day or two, on a trip abroad, he asked me to convey to you my
comments re Fogg’s report on scouting trip of June 10 in vicinity of Old Blue and Elephant Mts.
Neither Comey nor I believe that northerly summit of Old Blue is “heavily wooded”. The
southerly (higher) summit is heavily wooded; the saddle between the two summits is a veritable
jungle, although we were (1924) able to open a path through in less than a half hour. Northerly
summit was covered with slow-growing spruce scrub, and there were several large outcroppings
there. The trail into Blue—from the S. ea. was over a good log road much of the way but from
the log road to the summit of S. top it was over a “route”, rather than a trail, although there was
now and then a “spot”. What little view we were able to get from here—by climbing a tree or
brushing over to the edge of a ledge—was splendid.
View from north top, though not so pleasant, was nevertheless worth the climb; in fact good.
There are four viewpoints on Elephant, though difficult to locate. The views possible are
wonderful.
Both Arthur and I are positively convinced that both of these mountains should be included in
the A.T. scheme; both are distinctly good.
Am just in receipt of a letter from Geo. Learned in which he informs me that Prof. Sawyer—with
3 Bates College Outing Club Boys based at Learned’s C Pond Camp for 3 days—latter part of
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last week. Accompanied by Learned, and Warden Conant they scouted East as far as Baldpate
Trail—on Andover—Upton Rd; then over C Bluff and on over Moody Ledge to South Arm
Road. (Magnificent view from C Bluff (Mtn.))
On Tues. (26th) if all went well, Conant was to have met Prof. Sawyer and his boys and
accompanied them through to Summit from S. Arm road.
I strongly suspect that under skilled guidance of Learned and Conant, together with information
these local men could give, Prof. Sawyer’s party may be able to commence to uncover some of
the “brass tacks” so much needed at this particular time.
Fogg and party show commendable interest and zeal and may develop into a most useful group
of backers, but I feel sure that the Sawyer party will be able to give you the most dependable
“dope” and show the more intelligence because of their more intimate knowledge of that region,
their greater experience in wilderness work, and their consequently better trained powers of
accuracy in sizing things up.
With a suitable route “lined out” between Baldpate and Summit the heavy work will be greatly
diminished. From Summit across to Saddleback should not be too difficult.
From Grafton Notch over Baldpate and out to Andover Upton Road there is no real difficult
problem, I’m sure.
With Bates College Outing Club—well led, and with Eastern States Mt. Club—all interested and
willing to “carry on”, it would seem that the A.T.’s last—and most difficult link, is in a fair way
to be opened satisfactorily.
Good work!
June 28, 1934. Arthur Fogg to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:Since writing you the report of our trip in the Old Blue region, I wrote to Mr. Akers, at Andover,
for information as to the name of the brook we followed. I will quote Mr. Akers’ reply:"Your letter of June 22, received, and as requested, the brook you followed up by Sessions is
known as the East Branch of Black Brook, and also as Blue Brook.
The mountain you saw on your left as you went up that way is not Elephant, but has not any
name that we know of. To go by Elephant Mt., you have to go up a trail on old road at the next
bridge above the brook you went in on."
I am forwarding this information as soon as possible, in order that you may utilize same in your
further plans. Our group, when we did tramping up there, had no map from which to guide us,
except a sketch map in the A.M.C. White Mountain guide, which of course did not give details. I
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am sorry if we have given any false information. If so, it has been quite unintentional, as we
supposed the mountain on our left was Elephant. [Actually, it was.] You see we met Mr. Akers
before we did our climbing, and he made no mention of any other mountain between Elephant
and old Blue. None of the woodsmen we met knew anything about the area thereabouts, as they
had just arrived from Canada. If the mountain which we supposed was Elephant, has no name, it
certainly deserves one, and also a place on the map, as it is of imposing proportions. As to the
mountain on our right, being Old Blue, there is no question.
There is still a doubt in my mind as to whether Mr. Akers realized which mountain we referred
to on our left, and he may not have known that we went in as far as we really did. On the other
hand, Elephant may have lain out of our line of vision, behind the mountain which we ascended
about 4/5 of the distance to its summit. If Elephant was behind this unnamed mountain, it must
be some distance between Elephant and Blue. Mr. Akers is probably right, as he resides, and
works in that section and I believe is familiar with the details of it. However, on account of the
fact that we were so near South Arm (according to the sign on the highway) and that the saddle
between Old Blue and the other mountain in question, was so wide, I am not entirely sure which
of us is right. I shall he interested to know what the scouting of the Bates party brings out. I
wanted to forward this new development to you so that you would not place undue reliance on
our report until further information is available. I wish I might talk with Mr. Akers to clear up
this matter. Going up through the ravine where the brook flowed, we could see high ground all
along the left bank, but when we finally turned northward, the peak we saw appeared some
distance away. I can hardly believe that Elephant could be much further away than the one we
saw, but distances are deceptive in the mountains, and our report is open to correction. If we
were not in sight of Elephant, our previous report will not be of much value to you, I fear.
I received your letter of the 25th regarding the photolith of the U.S.G.S. Rangeley Quadrangle.
It will be interesting to see what information is brought out when the U.S. Geological Survey
finally completes this sheet.
We have not made a second trip up that way to do more scouting, but will let you know what we
find as soon as we do more of it.
June 28, 1934. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
I think I covered pretty nearly everything in my last hastily written note and that I answered all
of your inquiries. Now, here is what I am going to try and do at the Conference. Torrey approves
and I expect it will pass.
I am going to try and get a permanent appropriation each year for work in Maine. It is really
necessary to have it on a definite basis so we can make plans accordingly. My plan is to get $50
appropriated each year for expense of the work from Bigelow to Katahdin. This is exclusive of
paint and markers. We will have at least this to count on. It isn’t enough, of course, but it will
help. This money will be expended as you and I determine. This summer it can cover your
traveling expenses and supplies, etc. Each year we will use it as we see to our best advantage. I
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do feel that once every 3 years, the paint should be renewed. Next year we will take one 40
section, another the next, etc. This money could cover expenses in travel to do this work. West of
Blanchard we will get the Forest Service to repaint when the time comes. Now there is one thing
else. We may have to occasionally dip into this for labor where something has to be cleaned up.
Thus I feel that we should get Boynton to re-clear around Nahmakanta and the section from
Mahar Camps to Joe Merry should be gone over with clippers. How do you want to write Bennie
and handle the other when you go to Joe Merry? So here’s the story - with these two things to do
- we have $50 in money. You lay your plans providing for the contingencies. Maybe in the future
we can get more. What I am striving for is to cover all your expenses while you do this work.
First, however, buy yourself, at Conference expense, a pen, ink and some large white paper and
throw that gray stuff away.
I am hoping that this is a sound beginning of a real financial set-up for Maine work.
Let me know how it strikes you, old fellow. At the end of each year we (you) turn in an account
of the $50 – that’s all.
You take the responsibility of getting a Guide to Drew. After the last experience in mailing, I
don't want to try it again. The August 1935 Camp is the Annual A.M.C. tent camp which goes to
various places. They have talked Katahdin Iron Works for some time.
July 1, 1934. APPALACHIAN MOUNTAIN CLUB ANNOUNCES HIKE THROUGH
MAINE WILDERNESS {Copy sent Bangor News, Bangor Commercial, Kennebec Journal,
Portland Press Herald, Portland Evening Express, Lewiston Journal, Greene for local paper}
The Appalachian Mountain Club, the largest outdoor organization in this country, has just
announced that during the first half of September it will conduct a trip over a section of the
newly marked Appalachian Trail in Maine. The region traversed will be from Katahdin to the
Piscataquis River at Blanchard, a distance of 120 miles. The route will be along the white paint
blazes of the Appalachian Trail through an unbroken wilderness of forest, lake, and stream.
Majestic White Cap, Boarstone Mountain and the superb wilderness of the Barren-Chairback
Range will be traversed by the party.
Accommodations will be had each night at comfortable sporting camps, beautifully located, at
intervals of a moderate day’s journey. The party will be led by an A.M.C. veteran, Ronald L.
Gower, who has made extensive trips in the Katahdin region.
At the present time the Appalachian Trail in Maine has been completed for a distance of 175
miles, to the summit of Mt. Bigelow. Only approximately 85 miles remain to be completed to
Grafton Notch to eliminate the last uncompleted link in the 2,050 mile master trail. In discussing
the plans for further extension of the Trail, Myron H. Avery, Chairman of the Appalachian Trail
Conference and a Maine resident, said:
“The outlook for further progress in 1934 is very promising. Thanks to the continued
cooperation of Forest Commissioner Neil L. Violette, who has helped the project so
much in the past, and of Forest Supervisor Robert G. Stubbs, we have been assured that
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the C.C.C. camp will construct a trail from Bigelow Col to the summit of Sugarloaf,
Maine’s second highest mountain. Between Bigelow and Saddleback Mountains, near
the Rangeley Lakes, Game Wardens Helon N. Taylor and Frank M. Phillips have partly
completed the work. From Saddleback’s summit with its splendid view, there are
existing trails leading down to the road to Rangeley, which require only marking.
Beyond, the remaining 45 miles will require extensive scouting. The Bates College
Outing Club, under the direction of Professor W. H. Sawyer, Jr. is at the present time
actively exploring the route between Grafton Notch and Saddleback. Arthur M. Fogg, a
leading member of the Eastern States Mountain Club at Portland, has reported that his
group wishes to have a share in completing this 250 mile trail across Maine.
In the east Walter D. Greene, Broadway actor and Maine Guide, who located the 120mile Trail route from Blanchard to Katahdin, and almost single-handed opened the
Chairback-Barren link last summer, is returning to make some improvements on the route.
Greene hopes to open a trail to that magnificent dome of Joe Mary Mountain.”
Travel along this 175 mile Trail has been made very easy, said Mr. Coe, by the publication of a
76 page guide to the Trail Route. This Guide gives detailed trail directions, information as to
accommodations and approaches, contains a Bibliography and many historical references. It is
the first Guidebook to the Maine wilderness to be issued since the famous Hubbard Guidebooks
and Maps of half a century ago.
Since the publication of the Guidebook, the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust
Building, Washington, D.C. has made another important contribution to travel in the Maine
wilderness. It has issued 3 maps entitled: Katahdin to Pleasant River East branch (20 x 28, 50¢),
White Cap Region, East Branch to West Branch of Pleasant River (13 x 18, partly contoured,
50¢), and Bodfish Siding to Moxie Pond (18 x 18, 25¢). Beyond, the U. S. topographic maps
accurately cover the region traversed by the Trail. These new maps accurately locate the Trail
and the surrounding country. They portray a region of great interest to hikers, hunters and
fishermen—of which, hithertofore, no accurate detailed map has been available.
July 2, 1934. Hollis A. Soule, Charleston, Maine, to the Appalachian Trail Conference
Gentlemen:
I refer to the attached News Paper Clipping regarding Mr. Coe’s 76 page guide to the Trail Route,
also the 3 maps entitled Katahdin to Pleasant River, East Branch (20 x 28), White Cap Region
East Branch to West of Pleasant River (13 x 18), and Bodfish Siding to Moxie Pond (18 x 13).
Realizing the benefit these maps must be I am wondering if they are available to everyone? We
hunt and fish that section to some extent and are more or less familiar with its geography but
have no map of it. If possible, I would like to obtain one each of the 3 maps mentioned as well
as the 76 page guide book by Mr. Coe.
This particular section of your prominent trail is truly through Maine Wilderness and a beautiful
country. Already we hear much reference to the markings of your trail by hunters and fishermen
(Natives) who gladly welcome your efforts and find these markings a deal of help in traveling—
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when you have perhaps walked about all day it is a friend indeed when you come across an
Appalachian Trail.
July 3, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Comey
Dear Arthur:
Your letter of June 26th sent to me at Rutland and your later note returning Holden's letter.
I am mailing you 4 Guides. If you wish more, let me know.
The Conference was very pleasant, well-attended and successful. The next will he held down
here in May, 1935 with us. Considering the difficulty of getting to Sherburne Pass, the
attendance was much larger and varied than I anticipated.
The Andover maps have not arrived.
You are certainly doing things this year. I am becoming proud of you. First the funds for the
unfinished section. Your suggestion that Blood come turned out very well. 1 was frankly dubious
but very much in error. He was very pleasant, interested and contributed a great deal. It was a
real advantage to have him. I think he found it interesting too and enjoyed it. But it was very
opportune to have some potent a personage in the A.M.C. ranks there and hear about it. I asked
Major Welch to write the A.M.C. Council, expressing its appreciation. Blood was fine and you
did very well in getting him there. Once again thanks. It may help our other problems.
As suggested I talked with him with the use of enamel or the regular A.T. markers. He seems to
see no reason for getting the enamel ones and said he would take up with Sisk the matter and let
me know. Also I hope we can get the Trail Gang boss to concentrate on replacing them. We also
spoke of the necessity of changing the markers to get the new route around Pinkham Notch. Do
you think Jenks would ever add an A.T. to signs pointing along the A.T. I suggested it in my
report when I measured the trails up there. So if you have an opportunity to talk to Blood I think
we can manage better about keeping the A.T. markers up in the White Mountains. It needs a few
words with the Trail boss to accomplish the task. We may have to wait until another year.
Holden came to the Conference. Saw a lot of him as we went to Mansfield together. He is a fine
youngster and very experienced. I think the chances are good that he will scout over Baldpate
and may carry it into a marking stage. He will try to start opposite the trail from Old Spec. This
link remains the only thing left in Maine. But either with Fogg or the Holden, we should get
somewhere there. He is a cousin of the John Holden you know.
At any rate Holden has all the data I could give him and I think understands exactly what the
problem is. I look for results.
The Conference voted $50 for maintenance work-exclusive of paint- to meet maintenance work
between Blanchard and Katahdin. It was the consensus-since future Boards can’t be bound- that
this should be a standing practice. We are going to plan to repaint 40 miles each year. This will, I
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think, care for this. Some of the camp-owners have reported additional work on the trail. At
small cost we shall hire improvements on the west side of Nahmakanta and a reclearing of the
growth in the new trail from Maher Campground and to Joe Mary. Greene plans to reclear in the
Little Wilson, cut a side trail to Joe Mary and in the Gulf. Also to work on the Chairback-Barren
Range. Transportation is a terrible problem with him and with this cared for he can do work
which otherwise would be impossible or costly.
Sawyer telegraphed that he had scouted a good route from Frye’s Brook to Saddleback and that
details would follow. So it seems as if the momentum gathered from last summer was pushing
that Maine link along. I expect that Bates will cut and maintain this.
The A.M.C. party has a good registration. A fellow named Kilpatrick from the Philadelphia Trail
Club and four others will hit the route a little earlier.
I covered 87 miles of the lower Long Trail (A.T.) in three days (2 l/2 days a week ago) and l/2
day yesterday. It is in the woods most of the way and not so scenic, but is much used. It has some
stiff climbs, due to the broken-up nature of the region.
Well, I trust this reaches you before you leave. My best wishes to you and Mrs. Comey for a
pleasant trip.
Copy Walter D. Greene
July 6, 1934. Postal Telegraph from W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery at the A.T. Conference
Meeting in Rutland, VT
Have scouted good route from Fryes Bridge to Saddleback. Details later. See me in Lewiston if
possible.
July 6, 1934. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer
Dear Professor Sawyer:
Your telegram duly reached me at Rutland so that I incorporated it in my report on Maine. It
read: “Have scouted good route from Frye’s Bridge to Saddleback. Details later. See me in
Lewiston if possible.” Neil Stevens would say he expected no less but in finding a satisfactory
route from Frye’s Brook to Saddleback you have finished the problem in Maine. I shall be most
anxious to have the details—particularly around Old Blue.
I leave in two weeks for the West Coast but I hope to be in Maine in September. I shall make
every effort to see you somewhere then. I suppose you will have a chance to check over matters
with Supervisor Stubbs soon.
CC: R. G. Stubbs, Arthur Fogg, Alfred Edgerly
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July 6, 1934. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Camps
Dear Mr. Harris:
Your letter of June 27th reached me at Rutland and I was pleased to be able to add your report as
to the condition of the Trail near your Camps. I am pleased to know this.
Your folders also arrived and were exhibited. I noticed a number of people looking at them with
interest.
I, of course, duly laid your invitation before the Conference. It was appreciated and the feeling
was that it would be of interest but that the 1936 Conference should be held in May in the central
part of the Trail.
I understand that the Trail as now reported by you coincides exactly with the Guidebook
description. The Blue Trail from "A" to "B" does not appear on the map and I wish you would
tell me just exactly where it goes as it should be incorporated into the next edition of the
Guidebook. Will you kindly let me know?
Also, 1 have sent 2 prints of the map of the Trail from Blanchard to Moxie lake. This is the map
explained on the enclosed card. I presume you will want to hang up the corrected print in your
main cabin. The second print I enclosed so you could trace on all corrections which occur to you
and send it back to me. Please put in the Blue trail and all details which occur to you. I will then
have the tracing corrected. Within the next three weeks, I shall send you some prints taken in
1909 around Moxie and Bald Mountain by Samuel Merrill, author of The Moose Book.
July 7, 1934. Myron Avery to Merrill
Dear Mr. Merrill:
We should like to get some further copies of some of the Samuel Merrill negatives for further
use in connection with articles on the Appalachian Trail and Katahdin. The ones which we
should like to have and the number are:
3 copies-Katahdin from near Katahdin Lake Camp-Nov. 14, 1909 (reflection);
3 copies-Katahdin from Outlet - November 12, 1909 (fog on mountain);
3 copies- Katahdin from Katahdin Lake Camp - Lake Frozen over - November 12, 1909;
2 Katahdin Lake Camp, Nov. 22, 1909 – 8:30 A. M.
4 copies-Moxie Lake from Bald Mtn. (2 negatives) - August 24, 1909;
4 copies- View Northeast from Bald Mtn. - August 24, 1909.
2 copies - Roach-Spencer Mountains in Distance.
2 copies- Bald Mtn, Mosquito Narrows - August 23, 1909.
1 copy - Traveler Mtn. from Bowlin’s Pond - November, 1915.
1 copy - Turner Mtn. from Bowlin’s Pond.
1 copy Hulling Machine East Branch
1 copy Grand Pitch East Branch
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I am enclosing check for $4.05 to cover the cost of these prints. I trust you can find them without
any difficulty.
July 7, 1934. F. J. Greenhalgh to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of the 2nd received and I am happy to comply with your request and will enclose herewith
the following 14 negatives. 10 in the 2 ½ x 4 ¼ size—and 4 in the 4” x 5” size. Will enclose 4 of
the log drive {returned 7/16/34} to let you select the one you think best. Also will put in 3 of
Cooper Brook and the one of the Beaver House on Cooper Brook.
In the 4” x 5”: #12A is one showing Jo Mary Lake with Mt. K. in the distance. #22—the Main
Camp of the Antlers. #92—Shows Jo Mary Mt. taken from Upper Jo Mary Lake. #96 shows the
Beaver House on Church Pond.
I think it better that you have the negatives to work from. As you can get just the sort of print
you require and probably at a lower price than I could, and I do not mind loaning my negatives to
you. Hoping these will help out in the good cause, but if they are not just what you require do
not hesitate to call on me for others. I would have replied to your letter sooner but we had just
moved to another apartment and I could not locate my negatives until I started the unpacking of
things and with the terrible heat wave we had it surely was a hot slow job.
I am hoping to get up to the Antlers a bit later on—how I longed to be up there these past hot
days. With my kind regards to yourself and the other boys I met with you, I will say good night.
P.S. As an after thought I am enclosing 2 other 2 ½ x 4 ¼ negs. showing the Trail starting from
the Antlers to the head of Jo Mary Lake—taken last fall after the snow storm.
July 9, 1934. Miss Amy C. Witherle, Castine, Me., to Myron Avery
My dear Mr. Avery:
I am always interested in your articles in “Maine Woods” and especially so in the last one about
the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
A cousin and I were at Kidney Pond about a month after you marked the trail so as we visited
Daisey Pond and went to the West Branch we saw the blazes and signs. I wish I were equal to
taking the walk with Mr. Gower in September. It is just the sort of thing I would enjoy doing.
More or less of it would be familiar to me as I know Rainbow Lake, have tented on the Jo Mary
Lakes, staid at the West Branch Ponds, Big Houston Pond, climbed White Cap, and Chairback
Mt.
When I was a child I was at Onawa with my father. It was then Ship Pond and they were just
building the C. P. R. R. through that section.
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Have you ever been on the mountain which I think is called Ragged Brook Mt.? We climbed it
from Middle Jo Mary. It has a fire tower. I think a trail goes to it from the railroad below
Norcross. It was one of the finest views I have ever seen in that section. It stands by itself and
you seem to be right between Katahdin and the Sourdnahunk Range on the east and the Lily Bay,
Iron Works Mts. and others to the west. We were there on a perfect day and I was much
impressed with the view.
You have the date on the picture at the foot of Abol Trail too early. I took it, I think, on my first
trip to Abol which was 1899 not 1884.
We were at Kidney Pond last fall when Ray Bradeen was drowned. We were the last guests and
were leaving the next day. It was a great shock as we had been to the camp a good many times
and liked Mr. Bradeen. He had been to our cabin that afternoon to bring us wood just before he
started away and had made us quite a call, telling us more or less of his plans for another year. It
was a very windy day. It seems strange that some of the most experienced have accidents. I
suppose they take more risks.
In all my thirty five years in the woods it was the first time I had come in contact with a
drowning accident. There was only one man left in camp, the French teamster, and it was nearly
noon before any other men came. I hope Mrs. Bradeen will succeed in carrying on the camp.
They have run it so well and we always meet such a fine class of people there.
I hardly know OJI and the other mountains with their new slides. One of the men at camp when
we were first there went with his guide up one of the OJI slides and came down between OJI and
Coe.
I hoped I might climb Coe but wasn’t in very good trim so contented myself with Sentinel and
Double Top.
I think you are doing a great work in opening up these trails.
July 11, 1934. Dr. George Outerbridge, Philadelphia, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Martin Kilpatrick has told you that he and Mrs. Kilpatrick and I are contemplating going over
part of the new A-T in Maine this summer, and I understand from him that you have very kindly
offered to drop a line to the camps along the way that we will stop at if you know the dates that
we will be at each. I do not feel that is it possible to give an exact date that we will surely be at
each camp in turn, but our present plans are to hit York’s Camps on Daicey Pond Aug. 22 or 23,
and go along down from there, taking about ten days to reach Monson or Blanchard, which is
probably as far as we will get. Whether we will make more than one “Section”, as given in the
Guide Book, any one day or not I do not know; some of the earlier ones seem fairly moderate as
to distance, and it is possible that we might, for instance, make from Daicey Pond to
Nahmakanta or from Nahmakanta to Lower Joe Mary in a day, skipping Rainbow Lake and
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Maher Campground respectively if the going is good, weather fine, and we felt pretty peppy; on
the other hand, bad weather or the desire to rest up a bit might slow us up a bit, so I think all I
can say is that we will be stopping at most of the camps, as given in the book, between Daicey
Pond and Monson at approximately daily intervals starting about Aug. 22d.
I was on Baxter Peak last year just a week after you had put up the A-T sign, but had no time
then to follow its alluring invitation to start southwest., so this year I am looking forward with
much anticipation to benefitting by the work you and your friends so generously put in last
summer, for which you certainly deserve the warm thanks of a lot of us who like that sort of
thing, but are only too glad to have the pioneer work done by someone else!
{Copy Greene, Kilpatrick}
July 13, 1934. William H. Sawyer, Jr., Bates College, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Under separate cover I am sending you in this mail details of the route followed on our scouting
trip, pictures, and a marked map. I am sorry that the pictures are not better; one of the first
activities of our official photographer was to fall down on his camera, which did not function
properly thereafter.
From Frye Bridge to the end of the tote road on Mountain Brook, no work other than marking
would be necessary on the trail. About one and one-half miles of trail along Mountain brook
needs bushing out; the mile and one-half from Mountain Brook to C Pond, if well marked, would
need very little other attention. From C Pond to Sawyer’s Notch, Learned’s trail is in perfect
condition. The mile and one-half that we spotted from Learned’s trail by Moody’s Mountain
will of course require some cutting, but a minimum amount, for it is through old-growth, open
timber. The lumber road which then continues to South Arm is new and excellent. I judge, from
the lay of the land, that if they continue this new lumber road further, it will follow the course of
our spotted trail. Let me say in passing that the International Paper Company and Brown
Company have started in wholesale lumbering operations through this whole section, and any
trails which we lay out are likely to be sadly disarranged in the next year or two.
From South Arm road towards Summit, Session’s road and trails are in excellent condition for
two miles and one-half. Before the summer is over, his main logging road will continue threequarters of a mile further through the middle of the saddle between Elephant and Blue as far as
the county line (which passes over the top of Blue through the east side of saddle and over east
side of Elephant), which is the eastern boundary of his operations. From the county line to the
head of Bemis Stream, which is about two miles, will be the toughest section to cut trail, for
most of it is covered with spruce blow-downs and thick secondary black growth; moreover the
footing is in places rocky and uneven. The six miles down Bemis Stream to Summit will be
easier to clear, for it is more open growth and for a few hundred yards at a time here and there
are stretches of fairly good game trail and good logging roads. The last two miles before we
reach Summit, the stream is in a deep gorge, and although the old logging road which we
followed here follows the stream, crossing and re-crossing frequently, I think it would be better
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to swing the trail up on to the side of the mountain on the right-hand side of the stream until
within a half-mile of Summit where the country flattens out and there is a good trail along the
stream.
From Summit to Long Pond, the first of the Four Ponds, the trail is excellent and would need
nothing except marking. From Long Pond to Sunday Pond, an old straight trail should be bushed
out, instead of following the more devious route by Round Pond. From Meeker’s camp on
Sunday Pond to the little log cabin, one-half mile back of Long Pond on the Rangeley Road, the
trail is pretty good, but is obstructed in places by huge spruce trees which have blown across it
(this section from Four Ponds to near Long Pond has for the most part never been logged and
contains some of the biggest spruce timber I ever saw).
About one and one half miles back of Long Pond is very old trail, entirely obliterated in places,
and will need considerable work. This section is through a swamp, but not unduly wet. After
emerging into the Swift River Pond trail at the southwest corner of Long Pond, the trail is better,
but needs considerable bushing out.
I should estimate that it would take a crew of six or eight men from ten days to two weeks to put
the trail in passibly good condition over the entire forty miles that we covered.
We did not have time to climb Saddleback; the pencil mark I have put on the map is the route
indicated to me by Sid Harnden, Game Warden at Rangeley, who knows that section very well;
he says there is a good trail all the way to the summit. In order to make sure, however, and to
link up with the other side of Saddleback, I have made arrangements with Frank Phillips to go
over the route with him this summer.
The route that we followed is the most direct and, I believe, the most practicable. However,
there are other possibilities. For example, it might be possible to run the trail from the head of
Bemis Stream directly over Elephant. Again, there is a possibility of swinging off to the
northwest at Four Ponds, following an already-existing good trail to Bemis, then going over
Bemis Mountain (the top of which is entirely bare ledge and should afford an excellent outlook),
following the long ridge which parallels Bemis Stream for its whole length on its north side,
going over Elephant, coming out at South Arm, and then continuing south-eastward over C Pond
Bluff, and coming out at the east end of C Pond. This route, however, would encounter few, if
any, existing trails, except for good logging roads across the swamp at the lower south end of
Lower Richardson Lake. Another possibility would be to follow the trail from Sunday Pond to
Houghton, then follow a trail up the west branch of Swift River, and cross over Blue. Still
another possibility, in the region between the Rangeley road and Summit, would be to follow the
trail as far as Swift River Pond, and then cut across to Sunday Pond. An old, but obliterated,
spotted trail exists from Swift River Pond to Sunday Pond. I regret that we had not time to climb
either Elephant or Old Blue. It is my opinion that if the trail were to pass over either mountain,
Elephant would be vastly preferable, because of the splendid views afforded to the northward
over the Rangeley Lakes. Both mountains, as far as I can learn, are covered with scrub, and it
would probably be necessary to erect a low platform on either to get up above the scrub where a
view could be obtained. If I can get the opportunity, I shall climb both mountains to find out
first-hand exactly what the conditions are. Blue, incidentally, is really a ridge about five miles
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long. The position of Elephant on the map I am sending you seems to be two or three miles too
far to the northwest. From what I know of the Elephant-Blue region, I am inclined to think that
it would be better to put the trail across the saddle in approximately the route that we followed,
and perhaps later run a side-trail onto Elephant. From the saddle the two mountains look to be
about the same height.
I would suggest that any actual work involving trail-cutting be deferred until late August or early
September because of insect pests and the bad weather which is likely to occur during August.
I have written you regarding the important details so far as I can think of them. If, when you
come to Maine, we have a chance to talk together, I can probably give you a clearer picture of
the country. Write me if there is anything further I can tell you now.
June, 1934. Report by W. H. Sawyer of Bates Scouting Trip. [Note that there is no mention of
their guides, Game Wardens Learned and Conant—See Edgerly’s letter of June 27.]
DESCRIPTION OP ROUTE SCOUTED BY SAMUEL T. FULLER, HAROLD G. BAILEY,
EDWIN ALDRICH, AND WILLIAM H. SAWYER JR. OF BATES COLLEGE OUTING
CLUB FOR PROPOSED SECTION OF APPALACHIAN TRAIL BETWEEN FRYE BRIDGE,
ANDOVER-UPTON HIGHWAY, AND MT. SADDLEBACK NEAR RANGELEY, MAINE.
JUNE 22-29, 1934
Starting at Frye Bridge, a good tote-road enters the woods about one hundred yards northwest of
the bridge. This road is nearly level for a half-mile and passable by automobile for that distance.
It then continues up-grade until Surplus Pond is reached; the distance from Frye Bridge to
Surplus Pond is three to three and one-half miles. The road is well cleared and unmistakable if
ordinary care is used to avoid logging roads which come in from the hills on either side.
Elevation at Surplus Pond about five hundred feet higher than at Frye Bridge.
This tote-road continues in a north-easterly direction, close by the east side of Surplus Pond
(avoid excellent logging road, which comes in from the east, crosses the tote-road, and
apparently runs into Surplus Pond). About one-half mile beyond Surplus Pond, the tote-road
apparently ends at a set of logging camps. These logging camps would furnish shelter against
rain, but not against cold, for stoves and windows have been removed; these facts also apply to a
similar set of logging camps, halfway between Frye Bridge and Surplus Pond.
A little more than a quarter-mile beyond Surplus Pond (three or four hundred yards before the
lumber camps are reached) a well-defined trail turns to the left, and runs north for three hundred
yards, coming into an excellent tote-road. Turn left on this tote-road, following down Mountain
Brook in a northwesterly direction. (I mention this trail as a short cut to the south of the lumber
camps, because if one were travelling in the opposite direction to that which we took, the lastmentioned tote-road near the lumber camp is so obscured that it would be very difficult to
follow.)
Continuing down Mountain Brook on the tote-road, the road crosses the brook several times in
the next quarter-mile, apparently ending suddenly on the right-hand side of the brook. Continue
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on a dim trail for one-hundred yards, cross the brook, and continue the same bush-obscured trail
down Mountain Brook one and one-half miles further, until a huge yellow birch spotted in
several places, is reached on the right-hand side of the trail. Turn at right angles from the trail
and continue east-northeast for about two hundred yards, cross Mountain Brook, and continue
straight on one hundred yards further, striking a spotted trail, which continues for a mile and a
half in an east- northeasterly direction to George Learned's camp on C Pond. (Once on this trail it
can be followed without difficulty by a moderately experienced woodsman; however, three
hundred yards in the vicinity of Mountain Brook it is not spotted at all, and is extremely difficult
to follow. If one travelled from C Pond toward Frye Bridge, care should be used to avoid a trail
which turns off on one's right, about two or three hundred yards beyond Learned's camp.)
From C Pond, follow Learned's trail about three miles southeast down Sawyer's Brook until well
into Sawyer's Notch, with Sawyer's Mountain on the right and Moody Mountain on the left. Here
Learned's trail curves to the right, and an old buckboard road bears left in a southeast direction.
Follow buck-board road one hundred and fifty yards to tree on left which we plainly spotted.
Turn square left, cross small brook on fallen log, and pick up trail which we spotted one and onehalf miles in a straight line 250° by compass. (Our spots follow upstream along right bank of
small brook around west shoulder of Moody Mountain.)
Following our spotted trail for one and a half-miles from Sawyer's Notch, brings one squarely
into the end of a wide, new lumber road, which continues for two miles, swinging gradually to
the eastward, crossing Black Brook and coming into the South Arm highway one hundred and
fifty to two hundred yards south of signboard, which says three miles to South Arm.
Continue on highway one and one-half miles toward South Arm; altitude here, eight hundred feet.
Turn right into Sessions' new lumber road and follow one mile to Sessions' lumber camp (first
quarter-mile of road passable for automobiles). At Sessions' camp we strike West Branch Brook;
road follows up brook for one mile to logging dam under construction. Altitude here, twentytwo hundred feet. Continuing up the brook for another half-mile brings us to top of saddle
between Blue Mountain and Elephant Mountain; altitude here twenty-five hundred feet.
From South Arm highway to this point the course has been a northeast one; we now turn due
north for a quarter-mile straight toward the top of Elephant Mountain; here the trail ends,
approximately a mile from the mountain's top.
We now follow a north-northeast course by compass around the south shoulder of Elephant
Mountain through bad blow-downs and thick secondary black growth. To the south, old lumber
camps at the head of Mountain Brook can be seen about a mile distant. In about two miles we
pass to the north of a lone hill which lies south-east from Elephant, crossing a large flat,
somewhat swampy and covered with old growth spruce, thence emerging into burnt land, which
extends all the way to Summit. This burn is densely covered with white birch, spruce and fir,
about fifteen to twenty feet high. Turning due north, we cross the corner of the burn and in half a
mile, strike the head-waters of Bemis Stream, which we follow to Summit. Our six-mile route
down Bemis Stream is made easier in places by remnants of old logging roads and by game trails.
Altitude at the head of Bemis Stream is twenty-two hundred feet; altitude at Summit is fifteen
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hundred and twenty feet by altimeter, sixteen hundred and ninety-nine feet, according to
signboard by railroad track.
At Summit is a camp maintained by Mr. Packard of Rumford for use of fishing parties that leave
the railroad here to go to his camps at Four Ponds, four miles distant. This camp is at the service
of the game-wardens, and possibly an arrangement could be made with Mr. Packard, whereby it
could be used by followers of the Appalachian Trail.
From Summit to Four Ponds, a distance of four miles, the trail is excellent. When within sight of
the lower end of Long Pond, the first of the Four Ponds to be reached, the trail branches, the left
fork going down to a boat landing two hundred yards away. Keep to the right hand trail, which is
somewhat brushy, until Packard's camp is reached. At Packard's camp, turn sharp right and go to
Round Pound, a distance of one-quarter-mile. At an old abandoned camp on the north shore of
Round Pond, turn left, following trail to Sunday Pond, a distance of one-half-mile. Continue
around foot of Sunday Pond three hundred to four hundred yards, and strike trail which follows
along the shore of pond by Dr. Meeker's camp (the only camp at the west end of the pond).
About one-eighth mile beyond Meeker's camp, cross small brook and a few rods beyond, turn
sharp left at three blazed trees. Altimeter here registers twenty-four hundred and twenty-five feet.
Seventy-five yards further on the trail forks; keep left. The trail now continues north-east, then
due north until Beaver Mountain appears ahead on the right. After passing by the shoulder of a
hard wood ridge on the right, the trail swings due east, passing by the south end of Beaver
Mountain, and then swings north again, we are now four to five miles beyond Sunday Pond. The
trail, which is well defined, continues by the north side of new logging camps and a few rods
further on emerges into the main logging road from these camps to Long Pond on the Rangeley
highway. Follow this logging road, crossing a log bridge across a brook and passing by the large
opening where logs were skidded during the winter. From the skidway turn left (northeast),
following a logging tractor road for a quarter-mile further, until a very small log cabin, with a tin
roof, appears on the left of the road (the west shore of Long Pond is about a quarter-mile away,
but not visible).
At the log cabin, turn sharp right at big blazed tree on right-hand side of road, and follow spots
and broken bushes, by which we marked a very old trail, for a mile and one-half to two miles,
east and south-east, through the swamp, back of Long Pond. We then emerge into a well-defined
trail, which within a quarter-mile passes by old logging camps at the south end of Long Pond and
continues east and north-east for a mile and a half, emerging on the private auto road that comes
in to Mr. Burt's camp on Long Pond from the Rangeley highway. Follow this road out to the
main Madrid-Rangeley highway, a distance of about one-quarter mile (the junction of this
private road with the main highway is marked by a large totem pole). Altimeter registered
seventeen hundred and twenty feet at Long Pond.
Turn right at totem pole and go down Rangeley road two miles toward Madrid. Here at a sign
Piazza Rock and Caves, a narrow auto road turns left, goes downhill, crossing outlet of Sandy
Stream Pond [sic, Sandy River Pond], and continues one-half mile to a small field beside an old
beaver dam, the end of auto travel. We find here the beginning of a well-defined trail, which
goes up by Piazza Rock, Mud Pond, and Eddy Pond, merging with a trail from Madrid, and
continuing on to the top of Saddleback Mountain.
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[Avery copied this report to: Neil Stevens, Robert Stubbs, Arthur Comey, Alfred Edgerly, Helon
Taylor, Frank Phillips, Ronald Gower, Walter Greene, Raymond Torrey, Arthur Fogg, John
Holden, George Learned, Shailer Philbrick]
June, 1934. [Following is a remarkable record of the Bates scouting trip that was compiled
from a log kept by the three students who were on the expedition. The story, from Bates
Outing Club records, provides a lively insight into the trip that is a bit more colorful than
Sawyer’s factual account.]
LOG OF SCOUTING TRIP—JUNE 21 to 28, 1934
Following is the log compiled by four members of the Bates Outing Club while on a scouting
trip through the Maine woods. The purpose of the trip was to scout and blaze a trail from Frye
Bridge on the Andover-Upton road to Saddleback Mountain, thus completing the last link in the
Appalachian Trail which starts at Atlanta, Georgia, and finishes at Katahdin Mountain, a distance
of 2,050 miles. Those making the week’s trip were: Prof. William H. Sawyer, Samuel T.
Fuller ’35, President of the Bates Outing Club, Harold G. Bailey, Secretary of the Club, and
Edward Aldrich ’35, member of the Club. The trip was taken upon the suggestion and invitation
of Mr. Avery of the Appalachian Mountain Club [sic].
THURSDAY, JUNE 21
After much racing around in Lewiston during which time two harmonicas and another fishing
license were procured, ye mountain hikers left the fair city at 10:30 AM. Dr. Sawyer was
carefully nestled away in the corner of the back seat while Sammy Fuller, Ed Aldrich, and Ace
Bailey filled up the front cockpit of a Terraplane’s great grandmother, a ‘26 Essex coach. The
Doctor had four bloated packs and other provisions for a week’s trip to keep him safely quartered
in his little nest.
It was a great trip to Andover where was found the first good feed of the trip—at the Milton
Hotel.
Following a conference with Warden Learnard [sic] and Warden Conant, our party drove up
Sawyer Brook a mile, abandoned the car, and started off with three forty-five pound packs up a
very muddy tote road on the left hand side of the Brook, which traced itself up a steep valley on
Wyman’s Mountain.
Muddy? Say, worse than the Bad Lands of South Dakota after a week’s rain.
A mile we slogged, puffed, and wallowed upward before reaching a logging camp. Just one of
life’s little tragedies when we found out we had taken the wrong trail. To that spot we had
elevated ourselves five hundred feet from the start.
Discouraged? Huh, what do you think we are anyway? No siree, we just plugged up some more,
hoping that we might cross the mountain and hit the right trail. For another three-quarters of a
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mile we sloshed around in expert manner and then reached the second and last logging camp on
the Moody Brook. It was rather late in the day so it seemed advisable to remain here for the night.
We were served a real logging chow and were darn glad to get it. They have given us a brand
new cabin to sleep in tonight, and in the morning we shall leave for C Pond where operations
will commence on this scouting trip between Grafton Notch and Saddleback. Elevation here is
1,000 feet from Andover.
By suggestion from Dr. Sawyer, the heavy meal given to us here at the logging camp is itemized
as follows: First what we didn’t have—absolutely no talking; if you did, somebody else ate your
food. One doesn’t have to ask for anything, just grunt and point. What we did have, however,
were baked potatoes, boiled eggs, baked beans, apple sauce, roast pork, biscuits, roast beef,
doughnuts, cookies, cake, apple pie, new type melted or semi-liquid butter (oh, oh, Aldrich says
semi-solid), and some good old tea served in quart basins. (You couldn’t crook or bend fancylike your little finger when you drank out of those.) How does it sound to you?
FRIDAY, JUNE 22
Climbed Wyman’s Mountain with aid of logging camp boss, nee John Mcquillan, reached top
and in descending caught sight of Surplus Pond. Continued downward and reached
aforementioned pond after going down approximately two miles. The packs were left at Surplus
Pond, and then the party hiked three miles to Frye Bridge on the Andover-Upton Road where
again at a small logging camp was served lunch consisting of meat, potatoes, tea, cookies,
doughnuts, and milk (Price .25 per).
Walked back to Surplus Pond, resumed burdens; finally locating a trail which we followed
vainly, searching for the warden’s blaze which Learned had told us of previously. For five miles
we followed Mountain Brook, ending in a dismal swampy area and during this walk lost one
fishrod and considerable weight.
Finally we changed our course and hit into the timber, changing from northwest to the south.
This walking was incredibly hard and required an enormous amount of intestinal fortitude, one
member of the party having a slight attack of biliousness.
We pushed through a boggy yet thickly wooded area, crossing several small marshy brooks, and
in the end were rewarded with the sight of a beautiful pond nestling at the foot of a steep bluff.
This proved to be “C” Pond at the foot of “C” Pond Bluff.
Learned’s cabin being obscured from our vision and dusk already on our heels, we hastened
about the shore of the lake, finally sighting the cabin at eight-forty-five PM—and then prepared
us a veritable banquet in honor of “Fu” who has just turned twenty-one. Steak, peas, tea, bread,
butter, apple jack and logan berries made up the menu.
In the night the ire of Dr. Sawyer was slightly aroused by an all too persistent porcupine whose
bloody remains lie in mute evidence behind the camp.
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SATURDAY, JUNE 23rd.
Sammy, Doctor, and Ed arose at four-thirty this morning and took the boats out on the pond
where they whipped flies back and forth. This pond was a beautiful scene with the mists partially
obscuring the ledges of “C” Bluff and the water light and tranquil while the dull sky became
brighter as the day was born.
The combined fishing efforts of the three were fruitless, and so they returned for breakfast after
which the whole party left for the ascent of “C” Bluff. This proved a hard tough pull, going all
the way straight up. We reached the summit but because of the liberal spruce area, were
prevented from obtaining a view of the surrounding country. It was then necessary to cross the
summit and go down to the side of the bluff which drops to the floor of the valley most abruptly,
leaving one almost dizzy and gasping for breath.
Nevertheless, the view from this spot is truly wonderful, and “Ace” took five or six shots of the
country in order that we might have a panorama. A stretch of water could be seen in the distance,
but we are still uncertain about its name. A valley through this section seemed to offer the best
means of travel for our proposed route. Keeping to the ledges on our return, we were able to get
another splendid view which showed “C” Pond and our camp from a great heighth.
After the back-breaking return, Sam and Ed prepared dinner, consisting of beans, tea, bread and
butter, fruit salad, and corn. This sure hit the spot, making us all feel much better. Learned and
Conant, the game warden, were here at the camp on our arrival, and they later took us over the
trail we missed, showing us where we had over-looked the blaze. Back to camp again we had a
small snack before retiring early in anticipation of a hard morrow.
SUNDAY, JUNE 24th.
Not being satisfied with yesterday’s tip up “C” Bluff, Dr. Sawyer, Sam and Learned again made
the ascent this morning and made some interesting discoveries. Discoveries concerning the
surrounding country and mountains, and also facts which proved the map we were using was all
out of proportion.
Conant left camp about 10:30 to return to Andover and see if he couldn’t pick up any “business”
along the brook.
At one-fifteen the five of us, Doctor, Sam, Ed, Ace and Mr. Learned took our last look at “C”
Pond and trudged off up Sawyer Brook Trail. Three miles from camp the party split up; Sam and
Dr. Sawyer going north around Moody Mt. to spot a route to South Arm. Learned, Ed, and Ace
continued down the Sawyer Brook Trail which was well spotted and cleared from obstructions.
After leaving Dr. Sawyer and Sam, the other three hikers made the first mile in twenty-two
minutes, the second in twenty four, and the last in fifteen. The hot sun, the smart pacing of
Learned, and the eager desire for those butts in the waiting car explains the fast time made in
those last three miles.
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Ye old Essex still nestled amongst the bushes and all the supplies were intact. And by cracky she
roared forth after the first push. In fact chief pilot Ed Aldrich had to put her in second to keep her
from taking off.
However, about three hundred yards from Learned’s home she broke stride, wheezed, and
dropped dead in a wet gulch. Prod as we did, there wasn’t a spark of life left in her.
Heap big fun—and Sam and the Doctor waiting on the South Arm road with a wicked looking
thunder storm coming up from the north. Wearily and with muttered phrases Ace started for the
nearest phone, a mile away.
Not just muttered phrases but loud exclamations of low caliber reverberated from Baldpate to
Elephant when Ace could not get central on the phone; in this country telephone operators do not
work on Sunday afternoon until six PM, and it was three quarters of an hour before that.
However, the owner of the farm, the sheriff of Andover at that, consented to taxi into town for
twenty-five cents. At Richard’s Garage the town mechanic had just put on his Sunday best but
obligingly made another change back into work clothes in view of the distressing situation.
During his changing Ace bummed an orange and a banana so he would not starve to death.
Within an hour the Essex was in the garage at Andover, and a new coil was being installed.
This extra time gave Ed and Ace a chance to send off a few cards to the folks back home and let
them know they had not become lost in the woods. A bench mark was needed to establish
altitudes, but the one on the church steps had been obliterated, and the minister who had stepped
on it for seven years could not even remember it. Great are the powers of observation belonging
to these country sky pilots.
Again Ed and Ace were foiled in an attempt to get a key for a camp at South Arm, and the new
coil failed to take any lead out of Essey’s pants. Minus the bench mark, a new coil, and a camp
for night, Ed and Ace headed for South Arm, and not till they got there did they find the
remainder of the party parked in a cozy little cabin. The storm soon broke, hail came down, and
‘twas a fearful place out on the lake.
And now let Sam tell about his and Dr. Sawyer’s trip to South Arm—after leaving Ed, Ace, and
Learned about three miles down the “C” Pond Trail, Dr. Sawyer and myself struck north along
the foot of Moody Mt. Following this course by compass for a mile and a half along a small
brook and occasionally finding an old blaze, we came on to a new logging road. This road after a
short distance began to turn to the east. After a mile and a half along this road we came out on
the Andover-South Arm road just below the cement bridge and about three miles from the Arm.
This route we followed from “C” Pond would make an excellent connecting link from the Pond
to the trail up Elephant Mountain. The only part that needs any cutting being that mile and a half
from the “C” Pond-Andover Trail to the new lumber road. However, we spotted this trail, and
since it is fairly easy going, the actual cutting required would not be difficult.
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After we reached the highway, the Doctor and I walked the three miles to the Arm and there
waited for Ed and Ace to show up with the car. After a couple hours of patient waiting we
feared they had car trouble, and that they would be late. Since we were not prepared to stop over
night in the open, we secured a cabin.
Sitting on the porch long after dark watching the lightning in the distance, we heard the roaring
Essex far down the highway. About fifteen minutes later Ed and Ace drove up and told us their
woeful tale of car trouble.
MONDAY – JUNE 26
To-day we observed the Sabbath and indulged in a good rest. Ed and Sam went fishing this
morning, collecting twenty tiny trout. The Doctor and Ed managed to collect one more trout in
the afternoon while Ace and Sam journeyed to Andover for provisions and to get the bench mark.
Real work tomorrow—We are heading for Summit.
TUESDAY – JUNE 27
Adieu was said to South Arm this morning and with the addition of Warden Conant, we traveled
up the road a mile and then started hiking over the tote road bordering West Branch Brook
(Birch Brook).
This tote road is now being operated by Sessions’ lumber camps and is in good condition. At the
camp we were given a good feed of coffee, doughnuts, cake, and cookies. It was a mile to the
lumber camp and another mile to the dam under construction.
About a quarter of a mile further on we left the brook and struck north over a good trail which
has a gentle rise to it. We spotted the trail along here, and a little less than a quarter of a mile we
turned north-east, still spotting the trail much of which we making [sic] at that time.
We then began to skirt the south-east slope of Elephant Mountain, and in so doing we went
through the worst section we had traveled through sine we had started last Thursday. The scrub
was very dense, and much blow-down impeded our progress.
After wallowing around and crashing through brush we reached the headwaters of Bemis Stream.
From there we could get a good view of Elephant Mountain.
While crossing a boggy area, Dr. Sawyer borrowed the warden’s 38 Colt and rid the bog of the
active existence of a “porky”. We also saw a white-tail deer there, and becoming embarrassed at
the deer’s stare, Warden Conant fired again and scared him away.
Hitting Bemis proper, we had a good beaver trail for about half a mile but soon lost it among the
alders so that the going was tough again, and we crossed and recrossed the stream umpteen times.
Arrived at Summit at seven-thirty (DST) and are spending the night at Four Ponds overnight
camp.
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After a good supper Doctor Sawyer, Conant, Ed, and Sam had a good game of poker. There was
a beautiful pale yellow full moon to-night, but was not of much use here in the woods. Down by
the railroad tracks Sam and Ed killed another “porky” with stones, and later on the warden cut
the head off of another one he found in a box car.
To-morrow we plan to make Long Pond.
WEDNESDAY-JUNE 28
After much discussion and planning Ed and Sam back-trailed this morning the way we had come
yesterday so that they might get the car and bring it around to Rangeley. Dr. Sawyer, Warden
Conant, and Ace left at the same time with the three packs for Long Pond.
They had a good trail to follow which for the first three-quarters of a mile went uphill with a
slight grade. The three hikers stopped at Long Pond and at Round Pond where they fished for an
hour and a half, catching a trout dinner.
Still following the good trail the party reached the west side of Long Pond which is a few miles
south of Rangeley, However, the west side of the pond was without any cottages or means of
getting across to the main road where Sam and Ed were waiting.
The party took a short rest before returning on the trail for a quarter of a mile and then cutting
around a heavy swamp and finally reaching the main road where the rest of the party was waiting.
To-night the party used the new tent for the first time, pitching and making camp on the shores
of Long Pond.
Supper was had in Rangeley Village, and we turned into bed about eleven. Warden Conant
couldn’t stand the bugs and mosquitos so slept in the car all night.
THURSDAY-JUNE 29
Our last day here in the woods—Warden Conant and Dr. Sawyer cooked up a good breakfast,
camp was broken, and the party went to Rangeley Village. There we got in contact with Sid
Hardin, fish and game warden and a pioneer trapper in this country, who went back with us to
Long Pond where he led us around over a good trail to the place where we were on the logging
road yesterday. While going around the swamp yesterday, the party missed this trail which is
well defined three-quarters of a mile around, and to-day we blazed a good trail through the
swamp to [cut off].
After this trip we had lunch at Sandy Pond and saw where the Appalachian Trail started up
Saddleback….the trip was over, our work done. And so we started back for Lewiston. Near the
Auburn Hatchery the old Essex stopped and refused to budge another inch. Dr. Sawyer “bummed”
to Lewiston, returning with his own car, and towing the Essex home.
And so has come to an end a week’s hard work—but work that has meant a lot to us and was
very worthwhile. Everybody is satisfied—tired but happy.
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July 14, 1934. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Just a note. Good news and strange news. I took some friends up to the new Wilson Cliffs trail
Thursday. They thot it was a wonderful view. We then drove down to Bodfish. It was a shock
to learn that old Drew passed away last winter. Just after the old lady Bodfish over ninety, mind
gone, died. Her mind was gone. I was sorry. The old fellow was a character, crotchety, and
shiftless, but kindly. He did a lot for me last year. First, the bridge stood up finely. I felt a thrill
of pride at my engineering, so that was a relief. Things are greatly changed there. Harry who
built the bridge, a good worker, has charge. They have a mill set up and piles of boards cut up
along the road. Harry was away to Bangor, but young Fred tells me they start right to work with
the lumber building a nice sleeping camp and also a dining and cooking camp for the app. parties
and for the hunters in the fall. I imagine old Drew held everything back there. He was an
argumentative and opinionated old bird. This is important to us for we need this stop badly.
Young Fred said they were looking for Gower’s party and getting ready. So I think it very vital
to us under the new conditions that they stop there. Otherwise it might make them antagonistic
and with that long gap to Bodfish we need them badly. I strongly advise you taking this up with
Gower. Am going to write him before I get to P. R. which will be Tuesday probably may be
Wed. I figure on 12 days there, can’t tell exactly.
I mailed a big bunch of supplies in yesterday. Ralph will haul them up to the Hermitage. I think
the best way for me to go in is by way of Bodfish. Walk to Long Pd. and get Dore to give me a
canoe to go up to Yorks. I may stay there that night and go over to the Hermitage next day. Will
have a fairly light pack. Mailed the axes and cutters in. If there’s time I’m going to take time to
bush out York’s trail to E. C. Pond. It needs it badly, and they never get to anything. Heard
from Len (Potter). He says I can have the Church Pd. camp and all is well there. Will get my
stuff in from Millinocket. I wrote Berry and sent check, also Len to do $7.50 work each so no
doubt that will be taken care of. Haven’t got at that map yet. Must before I go. Am always up to
my neck here. Did you join the new guides assn. I think it a good thing if they are active. Get
after Clifford before you go. You said in a letter you had to get away by the 17th.
Am wondering if the Churchills are in Los Angeles, 1211 South Edris Drive. Lovely people.
Mother, grandmother and Peg. The poor kid just lost her baby 10 days after its birth. They are
very close to me. If you only dropped in an hour I know they would be glad to meet you and
hear of me. They are the kind of people I know you would like and would make you feel at
home. No doubt they are listed into the tel. book. You could call them up. Will write them. Oh
yes. I took a guide book to Bodfish. How long will you be out there and when do you return and
when do you get your vacation and what do you plan to do. I feel for you and your family in this
terrible heat. Wish you could be here. Joe Stockton writes his wife here that it has been awful in
Wash. Have slept under blankets every night here. Have had fine wonderful days. Read the
Hubbard stuff. It means a wonderful thing and addition to the trail. I’ll put it thru. Got Torrey’s
check and sent receipt. All my best. God keep you and a safe journey. Your very much inflated
Vice President.
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(Marginal notes: “Write me from California.” “Mrs. Margot Churchill, 1211 Sp. Edris drive.” “I
rank you. Can I boss you about a bit old top?”)
July 15, 1934. Game Warden Helon Taylor, Eustis, Me., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have the pleasure to report that I have finished my section of the Appalachian Trail from the
watchman’s camp on Bigelow to the summit of Sugarloaf. I estimate the distance to be about 15
miles. This is all swamped, marked and open for travel. I think I have marked it so that any one
with half an eye can follow it. Painted blazes will not average over 25 feet apart except on the
old tote road below Horns Pond and the ¼ mile of highway at Bigelow Village. There is about ¼
mile from the watchman’s camp to the first peak west of the tower that is still painted blue but I
left some white paint with watchman Mr. Blackwell and he said he would paint it over. I believe
Mr. Philbrick painted this part blue thinking it would be a side trail.
I was on Sugarloaf last Monday with a party of seven young people from Deer Farm Camps
(Kingfield). There were four ladies in the party, I think the first to climb Sugarloaf. They all had
a wonderful time and pronounced the trail O.K.
I also remarked about 1 mile of trail from Mt. Bigelow House (Dead River) east to Bog Brook.
This was marked last year by Mr. Philbrick and party, on the telephone poles. This summer the
C. C. C. boys cut down the old poles and put up new ones so that left this mile of trail without
any markers.
Phillips and I have not started the trail from Sugarloaf to Mt. Abraham as yet. I believe Phillips
has done some scouting between Mt. Abram and Saddleback. We hope to do this section in Aug.
or Sept. when the flies are not so thick.
I have met Professor Sawyer and he is a mighty fine chap. I am glad to hear that he is interested
in the Appalachian Trail and I am sure that whatever he undertakes will be well done.
I hope that you may come up this way this summer and have time to go with me onto Bigelow
and Sugarloaf that I may show you what I have done.
July 16, 1934. Myron Avery to Walter Greene
Dear Walter:
Your long letter of July 9th. I am due in Los Angeles by July 20th, so I presume 1 shall have to
be leaving soon after the 22nd. So I am replying to all the points of your letter.
First, 1 have a feeling that things in Maine are getting on a better organized basis with less of a
hectic rush or urgency.
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You’re doing better, old fellow. When 1 saw the first page with the writing going in every
direction, I thought you had lapsed back into old habits. But the rest was fine--read it all first
time. The paper is white and I think you sharpened the pencil at least once while writing. Frank
and Jack will be in tomorrow night and I shall give them the letter to read. Frank’s vacation starts
around July 28th; he expects to go on a canoe trip in Canada. Jack has no particular plans. He
commutes between here and Harrisburg, 120 miles away, each holiday. His fiancee was badly
injured in an automobile accident 2 months ago--it is a miracle that she lived.
I am happy that the Conference action pleased you. It seems the least they could do. I had hoped
that they might have to telephone it in and the whole town would know of it. If you want to write
in acknowledgment - the address is Major William A. Welch, General Manager, Palisades
Interstate Park, Iona Island, New York. But I question if it is worth your time and trouble. Such a
letter would reach only him. If the reply came to the attention of all the Conference, it would be
another story. You are under no obligation to reply and I suggest you can let it rest. Next year the
Conference will be down here in Washington in May and you will attend it.
Shall send you soon a good story from the Boston Transcript on the Trail and A.M.C. trip, July
7th issue. Someone sent in a clipping from the Bangor Daily News of July 2nd, reprinting the
whole news release sent you. I presume the other papers carried it too. I have a list of the Maine
papers now and I think a better scheme than sending this material to Coe is to send it direct to
each paper. I am going to try and get out such a story 4 times a year in order to keep playing up
the Trail.
Of course we need the Gulf and Joe Mary side trails. They are essential, as are all you have cut.
Side trails need to be less carefully measured than the main trail. You certainly don’t need to go
to the labor of accurate chaining. Counting steps and forming a good estimate-- both of distance
and time—are sufficient. But the essential is to make an accurate diagram, from which I can
write the trail description. Start at an identified point and draw a diagram as you go. Put in wood
roads, streams, prominent features as they come in. Show the angle at which roads or trails come
in. The sketch should show the rough distance between such objects; it need not be to scale at
all-- only show all the features. Then, too, in improving or changing trails, check the Guidebook
and be sure to note carefully any alteration of the data.
Your Big Wilson Cliffs interests me greatly. According to the map, you must be just back of the
stream.
When you change a trail or have bad forks, throwing a bush or brush across the wrong way is a
help.
We had expected to hear from Shay before he left Baltimore. Didn’t know where he was.
As the paint on the sections is remarked, the marking can be made more intensive as is desired. I
favor over-marking as you do, for the sake of reassurance, but one must be careful to keep it
from becoming ludicrous in a way. Thus, along those telephone poles on the straight right-ofway south of Watkins, I think you have too much. We agree that we must get it all painted every
third year. Last summer is one. I think if the opportunity affords, it might be well to repaint 15
miles or so this year. Two or three days will do it. Ingrowing blazes will be a problem but you
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can paint the smooth new bark. The thing is to keep it artistically done. Of course, the quart-can
paint is thicker and more lasting than that shipped to Davis and mixed with oil. So, as we go
along we can intensify the marking where needed. It is only a matter of good judgment and
discretion. Comments from trail travelers will help remedy bad spots.
Send me the White clipping and I will get copies made. Did you notice that I sent you extracts
from Farrar’s Guidebook?
Having to pay Potter and Boynton (I am not sure of the spelling of his name) reduces the $50 to
$35. Let us know when you want the rest. Your scheme on charging for supplies in the way you
propose should meet with no criticism. I would make my bill out according to trips and say
where I worked. Good idea I think to forward money to those fellows. Those are needed spots.
We will keep after Clifford from time to time. I think he will continue to improve the route down
the lake. I know what a good Scotchman you are and how far this will go. It will help to be able
to plan on $50 each year. We will hope for more.
I wonder if it would be well to suggest to Potter that the small stuff growing up requires
something more than an axe - perhaps shears. You could mail a pair in advance and get them
when you go to Joe Mary. What do you think?
Gower will have to limit his party to 18 as that is the maximum capacity of some of the camps.
I suppose you plan to straighten the trail across that cutting beyond Monson. The State finally
(July) paid the $58.60 on the Katahdin booklet; this paid for the maps in the Maine Guide.
Guess we didn’t see Cympher’s Camp.
Blood is the power behind the throne in the mighty Appalachian Mountain Club. He is treasurer
and has supervision over all trail and hut development in the Club.
John Holden has an old cousin of the same name. This Holden is a junior at Bowdoin-wonderfully built youngster. If he gets up your way, you’ll hear from him.
Kilpatrick’s crowd is going over the trail in late August. He will advise me the date later and I
am advising the campowners and will tell you.
As to the Bodfish map, I moved that road once. I can’t recall seeing the end of the lake and I
think your last correction moves it too far down. Look at it when you are there again. Will add
the symbol for Peak to the legend. Considering the difficulty in travel on the south side of Little
Wilson, don’t you agree it is best to mark it all "obscure”? I am to take out entirely the
connection between Prescott and Packard? Part of it doesn’t stay in even as an inlet? {Note
carefully. The brook we crossed (see data) at times doesn’t show on map.}
Am returning your map.
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Well, old fellow, this answers everything and permits you to go ahead. My only regret is that 1
am not with you.
Best luck,
July 16, 1934. Myron Avery to George Outerbridge
Dear Dr. Outerbridge:
I have your letter of July 11th which I have also forwarded to Walter Greene on the chance you
would meet him en route. My present expectation is to leave here so as to be in Los Angeles on
July 31st. I would like to write each camp owner to be on the lookout for your party. The exact
day isn’t essential, for each night you can telephone ahead to the next camp. Whether I write
now or on my return is the question. Will your itinerary be any more definitely fixed by that
time--as to when you leave Yorks?
You could perhaps cover more than one section in places hut I really advise against it. I would
welcome the extra time at Rainbow and Nahmakanta. Unexpected delays, etc. might occur with
the result that two delightful places would be spoiled. You would add to the expense and miss a
delightful section by boating down Nahmakanta instead of following trail. You would want to
take the side trip to Wadleigh Pond. I know fully the capabilities of your party and that you could
take three sections a day but my advice is not to double up but go light and see it all. Above all, 1
advise 2 days between York’s (Long Pond) and Bodfish Farm. Probably by that time Greene will
have the new side trail cut to Joe Mary Mountain and up the Gulf. The latter is on the West
Branch of Pleasant diver. Yoke Pond is an excellent place to send in a change of clothing by mail.
Will you stop at Chadwick’s or Boudreau’s?
CC: W. D. Greene
CC: Martin Kilpatrick, Marine Biological Laboratory, Woods Hole, Mass.
July 17, 1934. W. Evans Page, President, Maine Outing Club, 1st Co., ROTC, Inf., Fort
Devens, Mass., to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
I appreciate your writing to inform me concerning the Appalachian Trail in Maine. I have not
had a chance to study the Trail, as I have not received the copy which you mentioned. It may be
at my home in Maine. I thank you for sending it.
I shall gladly bring the “Appalachian Trail in Maine” to the attention of the officers and members
of the Maine Outing Club this fall at our first meeting. The nearest approaches of the trail to our
Campus is approximately sixty miles, so that does not offer a chance for an extensive trip on the
Trail during the college year. We do have a trip of a week’s duration at the end of each year to
Mt. Katahdin and vicinity.
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Could you tell me if the Appalachian Trail Conference has any camera films which they let out
to Outing Clubs for use?
Our Club has a program whereby trails and cabins are to be built this next year. Could you tell
me where I could get information concerning the making of markers and shelters?
July 18, 1934. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer
Dear Professor Sawyer:
Your letter of July 13th, detailed report of the route, photographs and annotated section of the
Rangeley District Map, have arrived. With them, I have had, this evening, a most thoroughly
enjoyable trip in the Maine woods. There is hardly anything I can say about the report. It is a
classic. I have no questions because your data is so detailed and extensive. It leaves nothing to
be desired. Tomorrow, or two years from today, another party, using your data, could duplicate
your route. Your thoughtfulness in sending the annotated map and the panorama from C Pond
Bluff make the report very easy to follow. Anyone, who reads the report, will appreciate how
thoroughly you have scouted and obtained the data on this region. It is a perfectly done piece of
work and to say that you and your cohorts are to be highly complimented is a regrettably mild
way of stating it.
I am proceeding to have copies made of the letter, report and the map, in order to send them to
all interested people, as indicated on the copy which I shall send you.
I share your regret over the photographic mishap for the views are otherwise excellent. Will you
loan us for a few days the negatives for Baldpate, Sawyer Notch, the members of the expedition,
and Elephant, so we can make slides for our lantern slide collection on the trail in Maine and the
A.T.
As to Saddleback, I think that need give you no concern, for the route from the Highway to the
summit was clearly indicated on the pen tracing of the new U.S.G.S. Rangeley photolith. This
should be available soon in the advance state and I will send you a copy when it appears.
The Maine problem is pretty well gone now. The only remaining link is over Baldpate between
the two roads. As there is an old trail down Frye’s Brook, this should give no trouble. I am
hoping Mr. Fogg and his Portland friends can assume this. John Holden, of the Bowdoin Outing
Club, who came to the Conference at Rutland, thought that there was a possibility of his being
able to look into that region this summer.
There is, I think, a strong sentiment that the trail go over either Elephant or Blue and that the
other peak be accessible as a side route. You have intimated your intention of going back on Old
Blue. I think this most desirable. As I see it, our one problem in this section is just exactly how
the trail should go with relation to these peaks. This is the remaining question. Both Mr. Comey
and Mr. Edgerly are most positive in saying that Elephant is wooded, as is the South Peak of Old
Blue, but that the north peak of the latter is open. I quote from Mr. Edgerly’s letter of June 27,
1934:
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“In view of the fact that Comey is ‘head over heels’ in clearing up business matters, etc.,
preparatory to leaving within a day or two on a trip abroad, he asked me to convey to you our
comments re Fogg’s report on scouting trip of June 10 in vicinity of Old Blue and Elephant Mtns.
“Neither Comey nor I believe that northerly summit of Old Blue is ‘heavily wooded’.
The southerly (higher) summit is heavily wooded; the saddle between these two summits is a
veritable jungle, although we were (1924) able to open a path through in less than a half hour.
Northerly summit was covered with slow-growing spruce scrub and there were several out
croppings there. The trail onto Blue—from the S.W. was over a good log road—much of the
way, but from the log road to the summit of S. top it was over a ‘route’, rather than a trail,
although there was—now and then—a ‘spot’. What little view we were able to get from here—
by climbing a tree or brushing out to the edge of a ledge—was splendid. View from north top,
though not so pleasant, was, nevertheless, worth the climb; in fact, good. There are fine
viewpoints on Elephant, though difficult to locate. The views possible are wonderful.”
If you go to Old Blue, you can, of course, form a definite opinion. Without the benefit of
knowing the region, it seems to me that the best solution is to go from Sunday Pond to Houghton,
up the West branch of Swift River onto Old Blue and north down to the saddle between Old Blue
and Elephant, from whence Elephant could be later reached by a side trail. The following
advantages occur to me for this route:
1. Eliminates 2 cutting jobs: Sunday to Long Pond and the very heavy work in the
burned-over country of lower Bemis Brook. Onto Old Blue remains the major task in opening a
route. Such a choice of route would mean that the section could be marked and opened with far
less work than using Bemis Brook. The maintenance problem is very important to consider also.
2. Houghton affords access both by road and train and accommodations, I presume,
which are lacking between Summit and Andover. (Packard’s Camps as a side trail could also
serve as accommodations for those on the through route.)
3. The Houghton route is probably only a few miles longer.
4. Less of the Trail in Letter C Township.
We shall, of course, want to be guided by your suggestion after you go to Old Blue. However,
my feeling is that the Houghton route offers a decided advantage in that it can be marked without
the excessive labor required on the other. Comments of the interested parties to whom your
letter and my reply go, may produce helpful suggestions. (Unfortunately, Mr. Comey is in
Europe this summer.)
My plans have been changed as a result of shipping disorganization growing out of the stevedore
strike on the West Coast. I am now to be there the middle of September. It is my hope to be
able to see you at Lewiston before then and to travel the Maine A.T. west of Blanchard.
As a matter of information, the land ownership in the various towns is:
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Towns

Ownership

Grafton

The Brown Company, except for 2800 acres in
Southwest part owned by Blanchard & Sons

Andover North Surplus

American Realty Company

Andover West Surplus

American Realty Company

Letter “C”

Estate of D. Pingree, et als., 2/3
Hosea Buck, Ag’t, Bangor, Me.
Brown Company 1/3

Letter “D”

The Brown Company

Letter “E”

The International Paper Co.

Of course, we all hope that the result of this expedition will be that the Bates Outing Club will
decide to take over, mark and maintain, as its own, this Saddleback-B Hill section. The
necessary paint and markers are all here in storage. We could find some trail cutting tools, I
think.
From my point of view, the only bad feature is that I shall be hard put for an answer when Neil
Stevens asks what I think of the Bates Outing Club now.
I agree, of course, that nothing can be done until fall. The next thing would seem to be your final
word as to the route over Old Blue and then we hope that you and the Club will decide to take
this section in the fall.
Copied to Neil Stevens, Robert Stubbs, Arthur Comey, Alfred Edgerly, Helon Taylor, Frank
Phillips, Ronald Gower, Walter Greene, Raymond Torrey, Arthur Fogg, John Holden, George
Learned, Shailer Philbrick
July 20, 1934. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co.
Dear Mr. Cook;
I naturally felt considerable hesitation in inflicting upon you the Telos data. I knew, however,
you could bring the story up-to-date as you have done and I needed that data. Hence, I am much
obliged to you for all the information you have given me. I have incorporated it into the article. I
am pleased, therefore, to know that you found it of enough interest to repay the trouble of going
through it.
1 am much interested to know that this year closes the B Pond operations. The A.T. Trail route
follows the East branch of Pleasant River, as you know, from Joe Mary to Crawford and a
considerable distance on the East Branch of Pleasant River.
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I am obliged for the additions to the A. T. map. I compared it with the West Branch Plan, which I
regret to confess we overlooked in preparing the data. However, we had as much as the Plan, to
my surprise. I guess that this must be a sort of no-man’s land — it is a blank area west of
Nahmakanta on the maps.
Again thanking you,
July 20, 1934. Myron Avery to F. J. Greenhalgh:
Dear Mr. Greenhalgh:
I have been delayed in answering your letter of July 7th. Your willingness to loan us your films
is very much appreciated. I don't want to keep them any longer than necessary, so 1 am returning
the four negatives of log driving. The others I shall get back to you as soon as possible. You have
sent just what we required. This means that I have to return 10 more negatives.
Had a letter from Mr. Potter the ether day. We expect a number of parties to travel the through
trail this summer in addition to local use. The Appalachian Mountain Club will have a fair-sized
party in September. We have prepared a pretty good map of the region which you may have seen
at Potter's. He hasn't told me of any errors.
You will see from the enclosed card that we are making good progress in issuing our Guidebooks
and maps.
With best regards from all of us, and again thanking you,
July 20, 1934. Myron Avery to W. Evans Page, Fort Devons, Mass.
Dear Sir:
I am pleased, to have your letter of July 17th. I think you will find that the Guide and other
literature which I sent is in Maine and, not being first-class mail, was not forwarded.
I think you might find a trip ever the A.T. south from Katahdin an interesting variation in your
program from the annual Katahdin trip.
|
We have a very excellent reel, amateur size, on trail cutting. Also a printed lecture - of 100
lantern slides on the entire Appalachian Trail. The latter requires an hour. The printed lecture is
complete and can be easily given. The slides cover the entire Trail. The only cost is the express
charge. I think you would find that the lecture - which could be read - would make an interesting
evening program.
The best publication on Shelters is "Open Camps” by William Howard, Public 7 (Robert M.
Ross, Secretary, 215 Church St., New Haven, Connecticut; New England Trail Conference), at a
coat of $0.05.
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Are you members of the Intercollegiate Outing Association?
The Bates Club, under Professor Sawyer, has just scouted the A.T. for some 40 miles from
Saddleback to Baldpate and will probably build and maintain this section.
I am enclosing a copy of the A.T. Trail Manual and a booklet on Hiking and Camping
Equipment, which I may have sent you already.
July 20, 1934. Myron Avery to Sanford L. Fogg, Deputy Attorney General, Augusta ME
Dear Sir:
I presume that my letter of June 28th was received and that you will be in a position to reply to it
in due course.
July 20, 1934. Myron Avery to George Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game
Dear Mr. Stobie:
You will recall that in your recent letter you wrote that you would lay before the meeting of the
Development Commission in July, extracts from my letter, with the view of explaining how the
Trail Conference activity in opening the Trail in Maine is a public enterprise and should receive
every support from the Commission. I shall be interested to know if the meeting was held and
the reaction to my suggestions.
Who introduced the errors in the Katahdin booklets seems doomed to remain unresolved.
July 20, 1934. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor
Dear Mr. Taylor:
I have your letter of July 15th. You have no greater pleasure in reporting that you have finished
your Trail than I have in hearing it. In fact, I had an idea that you were finished.
I am interested to know that you have such a fine opinion of Professor Sawyer. I have sent you
his report on a route from Saddleback to Baldpate. He did a very fine job.
Your attention in repairing the damage at Bigelow and having the blue paint on Bigelow changed
to white is much appreciated. It is just the sort of watchfulness which is needed to keep the route
intact.
What effect will the C.C.C. activities at Bigelow have on your trail? Will they widen it and
improve the footway? I expect you will have a good deal of trouble between Sugarloaf and
Abram.
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I am most anxious to go over your trail with you, and if it is in any way possible, I shall do so,
bringing, of course, the measuring wheel. I will let you know as my plans develop.
July 23, 1934. Joseph L. Macdonald, White House Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Received your map also booklet on Appalachian Trail and must compliment you on the
thoroughness of what must have been a complicated task. As far as I could see the map is most
reliable. The only two instances noted by me where a change could be made were of such minor
importance as not being worthy of correction.
They were—the trail from 4th Debsconeag to Nahmakanta Lake comes out about ½ or ¾ of a
mile above the Dam on the north side of the lake, also the road from the White House Camps
was marked as going direct to Cypher’s Camps, ends instead or I should say crosses the West
Branch of the Penobscot about a mile up the river from Cypher’s continuing out and meeting the
Sourdnahunk Road at Grant Brook Camps. This road has been cleared out from Grant Brook to
the River during the recent fire, and the road on this side of the river I keep cleared out as my
telephone line runs to the river then branches off down to Cypher’s following the river. But as
those two corrections were of little importance I did not bring them to your attention.
I have already been twice over the trail from the Mahar Camp grounds to the shore here and have
the same cleared and painted (blue). In places where there would be any chance of going wrong
I made arrows painted them blue and nailed them up. I have also two signs one at the Mahar
Camps and another at the forks of the road leading to the Mahar Landing.
The trail from Twitchell Brook to the Mahar Camps as you remember was a very roundabout
route thro a very mean section and already the trail is hard to follow. The “brakes” or ferns are
almost shoulder high, and the spots on the poplar trees are very dim, besides it is a mean country
to travel thro. As I understood it the trouble with using the old G. N. P. road which comes direct
from Twitchell Brook to the Camps here, was on account of the Lake rising and falling thereby
making the flowage of Deer Brook an uncertain place to cross. The G. N. P. Co. has now a
power plant under construction at Norcross, and one of their engineers told me that after this year
the level of water in Pemadumcook will be maintained at about the same height the year round.
In other words, they are to keep it at about a 20 foot pitch. I think this would change the
conditions at Deer Brook flowage so that one could make it passable by clearing the dry kye and
building a foot bridge over the Brook. By doing this that long round about trail which will
always be hard to maintain could be eliminated and a good trail made direct from Twitchell
Brook to the Nahmakanta tote road and come within 100 yards of where my trail ends at the
place across from the Camps.
If you or Walter Greene are to be in this vicinity anytime call me up and we will go and look it
over. If it at least looks to me as the best route. If you have an extra blue print would like to get
if for framing.
Trusting to see you sometime and we will look that flowage over,
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July 23, 1934. George Stobie, Commissioner, Maine Dept. of Inland Fisheries & Game, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of July 20th is received and would state that due to not having a quorum at the last
meeting of the Maine Development Commission the matter of the Katahdin booklet was not
taken up.
We expect this to be taken up the first Monday in August, at the next regular meeting of the
Commission.
July 25, 1934. Sandford L. Fogg, Deputy Attorney General, to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
In response to your letters of June 26 and July 20, I have to inform you that the legislature of
1933, by Chapter 76 of the Public Laws of 1933, repealed Section 51 of Chapter 38 of the
Revised Statutes, and enacted in place thereof the section which reads as quoted to you in my
letter of June 26.
By the Act of 1933 the legislature evidently attempted not only to repeal Section 51, but also to
make certain its intention as to the meaning of the law which prevents the kindling of fires upon
any unorganized township by non-residents while engaged in camping, fishing, or hunting from
May first to November first, unless they be in charge of a registered guide, or use camp sites
maintained by the Forestry Department where such fires could safely be kindled.
July 26, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have had your letter of July 12th at hand and a carbon copy of your article on Telos Canal for
some little time, but I have not been able to sit down comfortably and read the article as I would
like to.
Mr. Dickson is carrying on the trail on Mt. Bigelow, but I have not been able to go up there and
see how they are getting along. He inquired for some paint and markers and I requested Mr.
Taylor to deliver some to him. Taylor and Phillips have the trail nicely marked to the top of
Sugar Loaf. I am looking forward to the time when I can go up there.
I have looked through our records for a map of Telos Canal without success. I have even been
into the Secretary of State’s and looked up the charters of the various companies who had the
care of Telos Canal without finding anything new.
I have had some talk with Mr. Sawyer about the work his boys did on the section of the trail
between Old Spec and Four Ponds. This is a rough and ready country, and to make it more
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difficult, the American Realty and Brown Companies are cutting pulp in here. This means slash.
Before we are too active in this country, I still believe it would be well for the Trail Conference
to have some sort of an understanding with the land owners here.
While Prof. Sawyer’s men were in this country, a camp burned up. The Forestry Department was
to an expense in extinguishing the embers. Chief Warden King’s report implied that Sawyer’s
men might have been responsible for this, but Sawyer quickly presented evidence that cleared
them very well. I talked with Mr. King and he said that he really did not hold those fellows to
blame because there were several other parties in the neighborhood at the time. Prof. Sawyer is
very much disturbed over this, and he says that he is going to request a written statement from
Mr. King clearing his men. I suggested that he drop the whole thing. All these proceedings go to
show what a delicate situation we have in this country.
I have seen several very nice releases in the Maine papers, and Shailer Philbrick has run a couple
of articles on the geology of the Appalachian Trail in the Lewiston Journal.
We are having especially hot weather, alternating, sultry and dry. I hope it clears up before Mr.
Gower starts his personally conducted tour about Mt. Katahdln.
August 2, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur C. Sylvester, Landscape Architect, Baxter State
Park
Dear Mr. Sylvester:
I have your letter of July 28th, and very much appreciate your writing me in detail. We should
like to take advantage of your offer to remark the relocation of the Hunt Trail so as to serve as a
link in the Appalachian Trail. Accordingly I have sent to you 50 markers and nails, quart of paint
and brush. The paint is all ready to use and will require no thinning.
In the same package I have included the meter on the measuring wheel, which I removed from
the wheel to prevent its being broken in transit. There will be no difficulty in attaching it; it is
necessary, however, to remove the guard. I would like to warn about the meter as it is often
broken through forcing it. We use the trip meter not the total. That registers in tenths and
hundredths up to 10 miles. Then it runs back to zero. The meter can be set at zero by turning the
knob steadily; however when the tenth and hundredth are the same figure, the knob can be pulled
out and it will turn by tenths and so reach zero the quicker. It is necessary to push the knob back
before measuring. Trying to force the knob when the tenth and hundredth are not the same
figure has damaged it. If I were not saving them for a trip to Maine, I would send extra meters.
We have much use for the wheels and I should like to ask you to return it as soon as you have
finished. If you will send it to me at 1850 Park Road, N.W., Washington, D.C., it will be a great
convenience. Also I would greatly appreciate your letting me have a copy of all data taken. The
work will need to be done
We shall, of course, have to revise our Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine to conform with
the change. If it were possible to furnish a description along the same style as that used in the
book it would help greatly. May I ask that the following points be ascertained.
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Where A. T. going south leaves the dirt road for Daicey Pond.
Where new Trail comes into this road from the east or north.
Locations of shelters.
Where Trail enters woods.
Where Trail crosses stream on bridge; Location of Falls—above or below bridge.
Where A. T. joins Old Hunt Trail.
It will then be necessary to continue measuring to some fixed point in trail data; the cave at 2.5 m.
or the campsites at 3.15 or 3.22 (See page 18 of Guide.)
(It might be desirable to take the wheel to one of these definitely established localities and set the
meter to correspond and measure south. Also another point is where the new Trail leaves the old
logging road on the north bank of the Stream.) This filling in of the gap is a fussy sort of a job;
hence my detailed suggestions.
You will have noted our use of the double blaze to warn of an obscure turn. Will you, therefore,
please put in a double blaze where travelling south the turn is made into the new Hunt Trail and
also coming north where one turns from the road into the new Trail. I assume you will have
someone go thru and knock off the old markers and cut out the white blazes. (If you prefer they
could be all painted blue as a side trail.) Please advise what is done.
I shall send you shortly one of our A. T. maps on which I relocated the Trail. Please let me know
if it is wrong, at any place.
If there are forks in the Trail I should like to have the data for them also.
You will have noticed that half an inch of the nail should protrude from the marker.
I am sending the wheel express collect. The package of markers is prepaid.
I share your vision of the enlarged possibilities of the Katahdin State Park but knowing my state
I am extremely skeptical—unless it all comes from without as it has so far. This condition,
which you will readily perceive, makes the more imperative consideration of the future and
planning your work with that in view. You finish the new Trail to-day. There is no assurance
that the deadfalls will be removed next year or the new growth cut out. That is why
improvements which do not require annual supervision are of the greatest benefit at Katahdin.
Too much refinement at Katahdin is a waste.
Knowing this problem and the dubious future and the problem of upkeep, we should not shift our
marking from an adequately marked route even if the new trail is better TODAY but for your
assurance that the new route is adequately marked or will be so that there will be no break in the
line. You have ample markers. The route is seemingly fool-proof to-day. But next year with
new growth and no maintenance it is quite another story. A gap in the marking is confusing and
annoying even though there seems no place where one could get lost. Then, too, you are
relocating the Trail and those who have been at Katahdin realize that something has happened
for it is an unfamiliar route. Never before did they cross a stream on the Hunt Trail. Your sign
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is stolen for a souvenir and not reported; or if reported, who would replace it. Therefore the
importance of unmistakable paint marks at such crucial points.
Another difficulty with the Maintenance work is that it is all on privately owned land. State
appropriations for the Park—if there ever were any—wouldn’t reach much of the work you are
doing now.
Please tell me the number of shelters built at the camping facilities developed at Katahdin Stream.
I am wondering if Ex-Governor Baxter will sanction the improvement of the road beyond Windy
Pitch.
I think our differing points of view as to the advisability of blazing the trails may be traced to our
backgrounds in connection with this work. To a woodsman, blazes are not only natural but from
time immemorial have indicated a way through the woods. Rather than being artificial they are
very natural to him. He relies on them and wants to find them. I think I can assure you that no
Katahdin visitor will criticize you for blazing trails. It is a part of the technique. Not blazing
them calls for an explanation, rather. I rather imagine that the application of landscape
architecture principles to areas like this brings new problems. So as one Katahdin traveler I
would like to allay any fear of criticism of destroying natural surroundings or a primeval
wilderness in blazing an occasional tree.
May I suggest in the open field the advisability of supporting the posts set in the ground by rock
cairns.
I wish I could be at Katahdin to see these new Developments.
August 3, 1934. W. H. Sawyer to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am enclosing the films for which you asked: keep them as long as you like.
I am glad you liked the results of our trip and the report. It now seems unlikely that I shall have
any time before the opening of college that I can give to further scouting, although I should like
very much to straighten out the uncertainty regarding Elephant and Blue. Whether the B. O. C.
can do anything after college opens, I cannot say until the boys get together and I can talk with
them.
August 4, 1934. Myron Avery to F. J. Greenhalgh
Dear Mr. Greenhalgh:
I have returned to you by separate cover the films sent us with your letter of July 7th, 1934. I
enclose the registered mail receipt.
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There were four large size films and six of the 2 ½ and 4 ¼. I trust they arrive in good order.
We are very much obliged to you for your willingness to loan us the films.
{See letter July 20, 1934 and Greenhalgh letter July 7, 1934.}
August 4, 1934. William A. Welch, General Manager, Palisades Interstate Park, to Helon
Taylor. Copy for Myron H. Avery’s information.
Dear Mr. Taylor:
The delegates at the Sixth Appalachian Trail Conference, held at the Green Mountain Club’s
Long Trail Lodge, listened with very considerable interest to Mr. Avery’s account of your trail
activities in Maine. Mr. Avery told the Conference that you, single-handed, had opened about 15
miles of Trail between Mt. Bigelow and Sugarloaf. This is a section where construction of the
Appalachian Trail would have been very difficult by reason of the absence of Clubs or interested
individuals to carry on the work.
You have accomplished a very fine service to the State of Maine in making available some of the
finest of its wilderness area. I am sending a copy of this letter to Inland Commissioner of
Fisheries and Game, George H. Stobie, so that he may know of our appreciation of your publicspirited work.
CC: George H. Stobie
August 8, 1934. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
It’s been a madhouse about here the past few days. Sat. the Magruders came and needed lots of
attention. Sunday my niece and her friend came and took over my place. With them to break in,
the same day, the Arnolds next door came all wanting this and that at the same time getting the
week’s supplies (just stopped this now to put in John’s ice. That’s the way it goes.) to send to Jo
Mary. Half naked women around the place, lingerie etc. Hell! My only peace I’ll have is when I
throw on the pack. How can I write a description and map of Hagas. What I’m going to do is to
take paper etc. to Church Pond, settle down and write a good one, and all you want. I’ll have to
go up to Potter’s some day and will mail it out. So don’t fret about that. I know you need it.
Start tomorrow for Jo Mary. Have mailed my supplies, axes etc. to Potter at Millinocket and he I
hope will have them there for me. Will stay at Church tomorrow night and go up to Potter’s the
10th and pack the rest in. Plenty of it, but I aim to live well, and to share a good time as well as
work, only I wish someone was with me for company. Had a nice trip out from York’s. Hot day
the 3 m. pitch up to the top was tough, but after I got over it was good going. It was good to see
the little notch camp again, in good shape. I cleaned up and boughed the bed and had a happy
stay there. Good sleep. Came out by Onawa Stream, 11 m. Len no doubt will give me a day to
look out the route to the Mt. Wish I knew more about its condition. But it will work out O.K. I
don’t have to hurry, and I usually do a thoro job.
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Am proud of the Gulf Hagas trails altho there’s probably more to do there next season. It’s a
marvelous thing Myron. How fortunate we are to have it on the line. It will come to life again.
I can’t do it justice in words. Gower and Fitzpatrick are crazy if they miss it. I wrote them both
from Long Pond, advised Fitzpatrick to stay at Boudreau’s, altho Joe is in a peculiar position
there due to his dependence on Chadwick who is doing a good business there this season they
tell me. Most of the camps doing nothing. Too bad. The App. trail will help them. Sure wish
there was more going over it, but it will grow as people come back, write, photograph, and talk
about it. The more I retrospect, I realize what a magnificent thing it is, and what it will be. This
state never publicizes its magnificent scenery only its fishing etc. Don’t they know the
thousands who want to see scenic beauty.
Was in Long Pond 12 days. He only charged me $20.00, not bad. Also gave me food for the
notch trip. No transportation charge, so considering the job it was allright. I charged this up to
acct. which I’m keeping carefully. Ted Whitten Warden is driving me in tomorrow. No charge
there. Luck. He has a canoe hidden on Kokadjo to get out. Doing well on the transportation
problems. No charge there except for supplies, postage, etc. Sent checks to Boynton and Porter.
So financially will work out allright I’m sure. Sept. will do some work on Savage Mills region,
and on Barren spur. Torrey can send check if he wants to. Will I write him. He sent me copies
of Eve. Post article. Fine of him to do that. I only have one small tube of blue left. Sent two qts.
of paint to Jo Mary. Will need them I guess. I had a big tube of blue left from last year, can’t find
it anywhere. Will need one more small tube so please mail it to me “c/o Len Potter Millinocket
Me., Camps on Jo Mary Lake.” I’ll get it in time. Don’t fail.
McDonald and I xed years ago. It was awful. They’ve cleared up the Potaywadjo Ridge now.
Of course I haven’t seen it. Why not let it go. It’s had survey and work on it, and the boiling
spring is on it. The McD. way is low. No views and I think more or less wet. Hope you
influence both of these parties to stop at all the camps including McD’s. It will help. Why hurry.
Don’t they travel the wilderness to see it. 10 days I wrote Outerbridge was wrong to make it all
including side trails. Of course I marked and painted the Pleasant River road to and connected it
with the white line at the Hermitage and put a sign there. Also painted the same legend on a
boulder just past the Hermitage. I did that on all the trails where they left the rd. for the Gulf.
Vandals destroy signs. They can’t wipe the paint off, so it was a good move. I feel seriously
that this trail is different in this country. It’s primitive and wild, there’s no place or people to see
frequently and make inquiries. We must figure in the future inexperienced people trying it, who
need every help and assurance. It’s a comfort to them to have it well defined. I feel all of it
should be thoroly marked and defined. That emphasizes its importance and that it is a big project.
I feel the country it Xs demands that. I know it may be over marked, but that carries out the
above views. I know that in several places and especially in hunting season it is valued and used.
No I hate the damned office work, but it must be done. Read your Katahdin booklet. It’s great.
Hell! How could I have helped it. The photos are wonderful. It’s handsomely gotten up. I’ve
tried and tried to get at the other maps. I’ll make it when I come back. I know the trail from 3rd
Debsconeag is wrong. It goes thru past Beaver Pond on the Ridge. Good old rd. and down to
Rainbow by the little Pond there and hooks up with the old tel. line trail to Clifford’s.
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Doubt if I can make it South of Blanchard with you. Too much to do here when I’m home. You
must stay here when you come with me a night and start from Blanchard. Shay I understand has
been here but hasn’t tried to see me. I couldn’t get to Monson. The 5 line on G. H. is the last up
stream line. It goes to gorge along the top of it down stream a long ways then it comes out to Rd.
This let’s people go in and come out at either end without have to retrace. Jim White legend is
causing comment about here. Will send it to you when I get back. Young Burt Packard tells me
the R. R. engineer had a special whistle signal for him in the distance for him in time to get to the
semaphore to get the stuff. News south of Blanchard very interesting. Great work. Just what is
definite there this summer. Looks as if it would cost to cut some of it. I hear the caretaker is no
longer at the dam site on W.B., that the tourist camp there cleared out. How about it. The State
ought to put a bridge there. Just written Berrie to get busy if he hasn’t cut it yet. Must close. All
my best. Will get a letter out to you from Jo Mary. Write to me there for a week c/o Potter. Best
old boy, (In margin: “No marginal notes you see. Can’t go over this. No time.”)
August 8, 1934. Myron Avery to Joseph L. Macdonald, White House Camps
Dear Mr. Macdonald:
I have your letter of July 23rd and I am most pleased to hear from you again. I have sent under
separate cover another copy of the map. It is in a tube and should arrive in good condition for
framing. I have also made on the tracing the two corrections which you suggested. I understand
from your letter that there is no path between where the telephone line hits the lake and
Nahmakanta Dam.
I am glad to know that the side trail is in good order. Your signs will help greatly.
I am much interested in what you write about using the old road from Mahar Campground to
Twitchell Brook. We know that is a bad section and hard to keep it up. I can imagine what it is
now and this year we are having some more work done on it. I am sending a copy of your letter
to Walter Greene. He is going to cut a side trail to Jo Mary and can perhaps get time to look this
over on this trip. If so, we can watch conditions and perhaps another summer clear up this bad
spot. If Walter doesn’t make it on his next trip, we will go over it with you at the first
opportunity.
I appreciate very much your interest in this connection.
With best regards from all of us,
CC: Walter Greene
August 10, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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Under separate enclosure I am sending you a couple of blue prints; one of the Chamberlain
District, and one of the East Branch District, which show the country around Telos. I am also
enclosing a Forest Service Manual and a Directory of the Personnel, and a road map.
Professor Sawyer made a very nice report. We will incorporate the features which he added to
the map of the Rangeley District. I have not heard from Mr. Sawyer yet, but I am inclined toward
this route to Old Blue via Houghton.
I believe that we should get the support of the Publicity Bureau in some respect in order to get
through this Section. The Appalachian Club, as an organization outside of the State, rates very
strong, and I believe that the move to get this trail located should be closely associated with it.
With reference to the location of camp sites and lunch grounds along the Trail, Mr. Violette says
that he would like the suggestions of the Trail Conference as to where would be the most
desirable places to put them. These should be located at intermediate points between the regular
established sporting camps and the mountain tops where we have fire towers and regular Deputy
Wardens on duty as watchmen. They should be in protected, non-hazardous positions, handy for
our patrolmen to reach in order that they may police them or tidy them up occasionally. This will
be something for the coming outing of the Club on Katahdin to bear in mind.
Conversation with Commissioner Stobie revealed to me the fact that he does not seem inclined to
be very rigid in his enforcement of the law requiring the presence of a guide when lunch fires are
built. I believe that members of the Club will not experience any difficulty in travelling by
themselves, because they can either stop on the mountains under the supervision of our
watchmen, or stop in some place near these private sporting camps, having secured the
permission of the owners of these camps and build fires under their direction, otherwise Mr.
Violette suggests that the members get in touch with our Chief Wardens and secure their
approval of these places where they intend to camp and build fires.
I have made note of your comments on the trail on the north side of Whitecap, and through Mr.
Faulkner, Supervisor in this Section, we will have the watchman open it up.
Mr. Dickson now has a crew on Mt. Bigelow, and they are going through on this ridge trail
following the location which Mr. Taylor laid out.
{Copy Greene, Gower, Schairer}
August 10, 1934. Robert Haynes, Associate Editor, The Old Farmer’s Almanac, to Myron
Avery
Dear Myron:
I hope you haven’t forgotten me for the time has now come when I want to ask a very great favor
of you. For our Old Farmer’s Almanac for 1935, State of Maine Edition, we would
tremendously like to have an article by you on the Appalachian Trails in the State of Maine;
something that indicates the nature of these trails, where they may be found, and the enjoyment
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that they afford to vacationists, or from any point of view that may appeal to you. I should say
that a page and a half or about fifteen or sixteen hundred words would just about fill the bill.
I know what you have done in the magazine, In the Maine Woods, and I pay you my
compliments for this good work. If you do decide to write something for us you may be sure that
your name will be seen in good company, for we have men such as R. H. Fisher, the Director of
the Harvard Forests, Ex-Chief Justice, L. B. Deasy of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court, Judge
Clarence Hale, of Portland, and so forth, who have written or are writing articles for us.
All we offer is the glory and the honor and our sincerest thanks. We dispose of about 35,000
copies of the Almanac in the State of Maine, and about 400,000 altogether, so it might broadcast
your name about a little bit. Of course we would send you all the Almanacs that you might wish
to distribute among your friends and acquaintances.
I am sending you under another cover a copy of the 1934 State of Maine edition. Please address
your reply to me at the Harvard College Library, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
August 11, 1934. Myron Avery to Sporting Camp Owners
Dear Sir:
I am writing to tell you that some friends from Philadelphia are planning to travel the
Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to Piscataquis River in late August. These people are Professor
and Mrs. Martin T. Kilpatrick of the University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, and Dr. George
W. Outerbridge of Philadelphia. There is a possibility that Mr. Charles Hazelhurst will
accompany the party for some of the distance. This party plans to follow the itinerary, as to
accommodations, set out in the Guidebook, copy of which was sent to you. Of course, on a trip
of this sort it is difficult to say exactly when one will arrive but, barring delays due to bad
weather and other unforeseen accidents, their schedule is as follows:
August 22 August 23 August 24 August 25 August 26 August 27 August 28 August 29 August 30 August 31 -

Spend night at Daicey Pond
Spend night at Rainbow Lake
Spend night at Nahmakanta Lake
Spend night at White House Camps
Spend night at Joe Mary Lake
Spend night at Berry’s Camps
Spend night at Boudreau’s Camps
Spend night at York’s Long Pond Camps
Spend night at Dore’s Long Pond Camps
Spend night at Bodfish Valley (Drew’s)

The party will follow the injunction of the Guidebook and telephone ahead from each preceding
camp. But I wish you would make a reservation for them at the indicated date. Those people are
very experienced woods travelers. I have told them a great deal about the Trail in Maine and
about your camps and I want them to have a pleasant trip. They are very fine people and you will
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enjoy having them at your camps. Any favors which you can show them I will consider a
personal courtesy. Except by telephoning ahead, this party will not send you any further notice.
If you have any further corrections for any of the maps sent you, I wish you would let me know
at once, for we are revising the maps now. The same applies to any changes, which affect the
Guidebook for your section.
You will be interested to know that at the Sixth Appalachian Trail Conference, Walter Greene
was elected Vice President of the Conference. I guess I should also say that he has gained back
all the weight he lost last year and is looking as sleek as ever.
Our efforts last fall to get a large group over the Trail this year culminated in inducing the
Appalachian Mountain Club—the largest Club in the country—to schedule a trip from Katahdin
to Blanchard. I know the leader, Ronald Gower, very well. He is a splendid fellow and a most
capable woodsman. His people were early settlers in Maine and we are fortunate in having him
lead the initial trip. Mr. Gower is to write a story on the trip for Appalachia. With the publicity
from this trip, the Trail should receive considerable attention. I am hoping that this sort of trip
will be repeated at frequent intervals.
CC:

Earle L. York,
Yorks Twin Pine Camps,
Daicey Pond
Greenville, Me.

Fred M. Clifford,
Rainbow Lake Camps
Kokadjo, Maine

Mrs. Robert McDougall,
Nahmakanta Lake Camps
Norcross, Maine

J. L. Macdonald
White House Camps
Millinocket, Maine

Leon Potter,
The Antlers Camps
Millinocket, Maine

Charles Berry,
Yoke Pond Camps
Kokadjo, Maine

Joe Boudreau
Third West Branch Pond
Kokadjo, Maine

Ralph E. York
Long Pond Camps
Katahdin Iron Works, Maine

Will Dore
Long Pond Camps
Monson, Maine

Mr. Drew
Bodfish Valley Sporting Ranch
Monson, Maine

Walter D. Greene
Sebec Lake, Maine

Ronald Gower
155 Oakleigh Road
Newton, Mass.

Martin Kilpatrick
Marine Biological Lab.

Geo. W. Outerbridge
1927 Spruce Street
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Woods Hole, Mass.

Phila. Pa.

[Added note—apparently to Gower] We have no data whatever on Dore’s blue-blazed side trail
to Long Pond. If you could make notes and approximate sketch as you go down, it would help
tremendously. To make up for the short day to Potter’s you can go on and do the side trail to Joe
Mary which Greene will have finished by then and returned to Potter’s. You will want to make
an early start to go from Bodfish to Blanchard and take in the side trails. You can get the same
train (earlier) out of Monson. On the preceding afternoon you could do Boarstone.
August 11, 1934. Myron Avery to W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Dear Professor Sawyer:
I am returning all but three of the films enclosed with your letter of August 3rd. These three are
of the party, Saddleback and Baldpate.
I hope to mail you shortly a copy which we made of the map which you sent in.
I judge from your letter that when the opportunity permits you will take another look at the
Elephant—Old Blue.
August 13, 1934. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
You said to send the bill for express on those pruning shears to you. Inclosed find same for .68
cents. I also had a sign painted which cost me $1. This was suggested by Mr. Robert Stubbs. It
is about 5 feet long and 2 feet wide and reads, (Appalachian Club Trail to Sugarloaf). I put this
up where the trail leaves the highway just below Bigelow Village. I would suggest that you send
about another gallon of paint either to me or the C.C.C. Camp at Flagstaff. I gave all the paint I
had left to Frank Phillips to use between Sugarloaf and Saddleback and I think it will take it all.
I have plenty of markers.
The CCC are working on the trail along the top of Bigelow now and want to make a few changes
and side trails which I am sure are all for the good. They are making a very fine trail. I
suggested that they build some sort of shelter or camping place at Horns Pond.
I worked with Phillips one day week before last and we put a trail from Barnjum Depot Camp to
the top of Mt. Abram. We expected to do more this week but Phillips was called away. I think
about four days will finish this section all but the paint and markers which will take about two
more days. We get along much faster where there are two of us to do the work.
{Copy Torrey, Comey, Philbrick, Greene, Stubbs}
August 16, 1934. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
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Dear Myron:
I’m sending you the diary. Hope you don’t suffer. Also the map, with what corrections I could
make. They are right. The course of the Mt. trail is correct. When it leaves Cooper Pond C.G. it
travels west to near the summit, then it swings up somewhat south. There are no trails coming in
to note at all. It’s about ¾ m. from White line to C.G. about 3 m. to cabin and about 1 ½ m. to
top. Haines said they used 4 ½ m. of wire from C.G. to top. It Xs no real brooks except at
Cooper Pd., small one just before C.G. With the twists and turns it’s about 5 ½ m. from main line.
That distance I marked on the entrance rocks. You’ve been up with what I supply and you know
you can write it up. The importance of the view you can’t make too strong. I phoned Berry. He
said he could fix the line. I told him to send Lige or himself and asked if he had any white paint.
Connection by way of Greenville was poor. I understood him to say he had. I told him to spot it
well anyway and plainly so they could follow. I don’t think it’s serious. Of course I didn’t
follow it last year. They no doubt lumbering made the new road plain, and it must follow the
river closely to the dam. I feel sure Charlie will fix it. I’m writing him and telling him to let me
know if he has any white paint, if not I’ll send him some. Told him to send me what it costs,
won’t be much I guess.
Haven’t rcd. the $25.00 from Torrey. Will write him. Will cast up acct. No doubt the Joe Mary
expedition has used up the $35.00. The stay at Gulf Hagas cost more than expected $20.00 thru
stay at Yorks altho he was very reasonable. The two trails are well worth it. On page 7 or 8 you
will see about the side trail to Potaywadjo Ridge. Good addition. Of course useful for Potter’s
sports also, so of course he turned out for this. I had one more day to do on Mt. when he phoned
in and said he would give me a lift if I wanted it. Hell! I said no. I got your letter they
forwarded to Joe Mary but strange there was no mail from you here on my return. Got new map.
Fine! There was no time to look into the McDonald suggestions. That can be taken up next year.
Oscar has the trail in good shape I’m sure over the ridge.
Hazelhurst says they may have taken all the metal markers from the Hunt trail. Souvenirs I
suppose. 90% of the American people are petty larcenery thieves at heart. They should be
driven tight 5 or 6 nails so they cannot be worked off. They’ll take the sign next. Wise plan to
paint signs on rocks. Vandals can’t take the rock. They’ve battered and broken their way into
Jim Whyte’s place, I hear. Been staying there. Not so good, must go up. The last personal letter
from you dated Aug. 11th. As I said, any other trail on the 5 ½ is so faint and invisible there’s no
need to note them. It’s thickly spotted and painted. Forget who told me about the caretaker at
blown dam, but I heard it. Oh! I think Oscar told me. He said there’s a lumber camp a little
down stream on south side which will ferry people. C.C.C. have worked on north side, bridged
Sourdnahunk Stream. I wrote Gower. I mean the old G. N. rest camp in which York died. Tell
me at once when you come. Why can’t we arrange for you to spend a night here with me. Let
me know. Been going all day. Must close. Best.
August 16, 1934. Charles Berry to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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After you left my camp and went over Boardman Mt. and to the East Branch you went up the old
tote road about 2 miles to the lumber camp where they was fitting up to cut pulp wood. After we
went through camp yard a few rods we run down to the left and crossed the creek where they
was tearing down a set of old camps and then we followed up stream on the left hand side of the
river through bushes, wet ground and grass. Had lunch at an old dam. Just before we got to the
dam you remember their was a long dead water as we call it (or still wtr.) and I told you that the
log hauler road crossed it again. You marked a rock right about there six miles. That was probly
a ¼ of a mile before we got to the dam that was at the head of the dead water.
Now let us go back to the lumber camp before we cross the river. Keep through the lumber
camp yard a few steps bear a little to the right and keep in a logging road for quite a distance.
This trail is dry and good walking. You are on the right hand side of the river now until you get
to the head of the dead water, that has the 6 mile mark. Cross over the river on a bridge that the
lumber jacks built last winter. Now you are on the left hand side of the river going up to the old
dam and so on to Joe Guy’s old lumber camp and on to Joe Baudreau’s camps.
Now I will try to get over and mark this new trail within a week and paint it so it will be O.K.
Mr. Green went through here the other day. I was away and did not see him. He was on his way
through to Mr. Potter’s. Thank you for writing about your party. I will try to hold a good camp
for them.
(Copy: Greene, Gower, Philbrick, Potter)
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August 16, 1934. W. M. Dore to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
I am looking forward to the party that is due at my camp Aug. 30th. I can assure you they will
receive every courtesy. I received a letter from Mr. Gower early in the season that they would go
through some time in Sept. but have not heard from him since.
There was a party of two men through last week. They told me there was several miles beyond
Joe Mary Lake that the trail was completely obliterated where the G. N. cut pulp the past winter.
The fact that one of them was a very good woodsman they were able to pick it up again. I am
writing this that you may warn any one going through.
(Copy: Greene, Gower)
August 19, 1934. W. Evans Page, East Corinth, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Sorry not to have received your letter before, but I have been vacationing in New Hampshire and
did not have a forwarding address. On reaching home I found the pamphlets and trail manuals
that you sent. I wish to thank you for all the help that you have given me, and if I can be of
assistance to you I should be glad to have you write.
The trip that you suggested on the A.T. south from Katahdin is a good suggestion I believe and
one that I shall try to work into our programme. How much notice does a Club have to give to
secure a films reel or lantern slides? Also what is the size of the film?
We are members of the Inter-collegiate Outing club Ass., but I do not know the summer address
of the Conference Secretary Lee McGoon, so I have not had correspondence with him this
summer.
I wish to speak frankly to you. In the past the Club at Maine has been a rather haphazard affair,
as far as I can find out. The Club has had no organized schedule and neither has it many trails
nor camps. The incoming officers are desirous of putting the Club on a working basis and
having it really mean something more than “just another club.”
We have received permission to have a supper hike for the freshmen during Freshman Week and
there will probably be three hundred and fifty on this hike. Would you please tell me where I
could get information concerning the organization and management of a Club and also
information concerning the handling of a large group such as I have mentioned.
I realize that it is out of your line to tutor a man in the operation of a club, but will you if you can,
tell me of someone to whom I may write, to aid me on different points which may come up from
time to time? I have a keen interest in the Club, and I have a great desire to see it grow, but I
first must learn the proper methods of attack.
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August 22, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Haynes, Harvard College Library
Dear Bob:
Your letter of August 10th has been forwarded to me from Lubec. Apart from any other interest
I am pleased to hear from you and know where you are.
I enclose the note on the Trail in Maine within the limits you indicated. If it is not what you
want, do not hesitate to let me know and I will revamp it. My interest in the Trail project leads
me to welcome the opportunity to give it further publicity. Apart from that your letter would be
most persuasive. I congratulate you on it.
As always, with best regards,
August 23, 1934. Western Union Telegram from “Leon and Walter” to Myron Avery
Oscar took party from here to Katahdin a week ago. Reports Trail good condition. Two hikers
from Monson reported small difficulty on East Branch Pleasant River. Trouble nearer Charlie
Berry’s. Will have him fix same. Assure you Trail will be all right before parties arrive.
{Copy: Gower, Berry, Dore}
August 24, 1934. Myron Avery to W. H. Dore
Dear Mr. Dore:
I was very glad to hear from you.
I am much puzzled over the report of that party about the Trail beyond Joe Mary. That was the
old Cooper Brook road and while the Northern did lumber in there, it should be perfectly
passable. I immediately wired the camps there to find out about it. Greene is supposed to be in at
Joe Mary cutting a side trail and I thought he could fix it up. However, this morning a letter
comes through from Berry’s Camps, saying that Greene went through on his way to Joe Mary—
going east. So what was wrong would have been fixed up by Greene.
Philbrick tells me that on the map we have your side trail wrong, as it goes on the other side of
Wilder Ponds.
I appreciate very much your writing to tell me about this bad spot in the trail as it is difficult to
keep track of conditions.
I hope to see you next summer.
August 24, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
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I am much obliged to you for your letter. It gives me much information. The overnight camp
fires of the hikers present a more serious problem, of course, than the lunch fires. This fall when
we issue a page Supplement to the Guide, I shall incorporate the suggestions about
communicating with the wardens, etc. I am decidedly curious about the background of this law
and what interests inserted the word “camping”. Do you happen to know? Incidentally I have
always thought that the Attorney General’s opinion, as quoted on page 5 of the Guide, decidedly
questionable.
Greene has cut out side trails into the Gulf using the Hubbard and Farrar Guides to find the
interesting places which have been largely forgotten. He is now cutting the side trail to Joe Mary.
I have shipped Taylor a gallon of paint.
A party of four from Philadelphia started the trail route August 22nd. I hear that the ferryman (G.
N. P. Watchman) on the West branch has gone; if so this makes the crossing here more difficult.
One will have to use York’s canoes at the mouth of Nesowadnehunk Stream.
I am hoping to be in Maine the first week in September. My time is very short. The West Coast
matter complicates affairs. Perhaps I can meet you en route, say, at Bigelow, for a day.
It is necessary to determine how we approach Old Blue, whether via Houghton or otherwise, in
order to know how much of the Brown Co. territory we will travel through. But how do you
think we should approach this problem; letters to the Brown Co.? Bring in the Appalachian
Mountain Club and the Maine Development Commission? You know the local angles and I want
to be guided by your advice.
I enclose a list of the campsites along the A.T. which I have prepared with a view of accessibility,
fire hazard and conflict with camp proprietors.
{See later list attached letters to Sewall.}
August 24, 1934. Myron Avery to Lewiston Daily Sun
Gentlemen:
I have your letter of August 20th and check for $12.00. I presume that this is for the article on
the Geology of the Appalachian Trail in Maine, and I have endorsed the check over to Shailer S.
Philbrick, who wrote the article. Please note that I have asked to be advised of the dates of this
article and that copies be sent me before the supply is exhausted.
As to the other inquiry of your letter. due to the length of time which has elapsed I remember
vaguely the situation. I wrote an article on the Northwest Basin of Katahdin which was
published. You wrote me that a check was sent to me at N. Lubec, my home. This I have never
received. I remember a duplicate check which I cashed. I do know that I do not have either
check. I am at a loss to understand the situation.
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August 24, 1934. Myron Avery to Charles Berry
Dear Mr. Berry:
I am pleased to have your letter of August 16th. Your writing me in such detail about the change
in the route, with the detailed Guidebook description, makes the change very clear. It is a great
improvement, for that mile on the South bank of the river was hard traveling and worse to keep
open. I am surprised to hear that the G. N. P. built a bridge here, for a letter from Mr. Cook said
that this was the last year of operating up there. If the bridge went out we could extend the trail
to the Dam and cross there.
I am glad that you can paint it before any parties come through. I will mail you some new trail
markers to put up. (You remember we leave about half an inch projecting for growth.) Since the
Guide description tells people to turn left just beyond the Camp, this going straight ahead should
be very well marked. If you could put up a rough board sign with "Appalachian Trail Relocation"
on it, at each end, it will help. It will be necessary too to cut off the paint blazes from this left
turn to the river and at the other end so that the unmarked sections will keep people from
following the old Trail. The old markers can be knocked off. You would think to do this anyway
but 1 thought 1 had better mention it. A change from the Guidebook and the old route is always
confusing. But taking off the old markers for a distance each way makes it clear that there has
been a change.
The enclosed letter from Dore at Long Pond puzzled me, for even with the G. N. P. logging, the
old Cooper Brook Road should have been open. Since you wrote that Greene went that way, he
will attend to anything which needed to be done. You will think to tell Kilpatrick about the
change in route.
I hope to see you next summer.
With regards from all the boys,
August 27, 1934. Robert Haynes to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
A thousand thanks for your article on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. It is just what we want for
the little old book and we shall be very proud, indeed, to print it. Really is a corking article and I
can’t tell you how much we appreciate your kindness.
Please come to see me whenever you are going through Boston. I am almost always to be found
here at the Library and you will find my home address in the telephone book. Just make it a
point the very first opportunity you have to drop in on me at the Library or to call me by phone
and we will have lunch together. Bob Rounds, Rex Peacock and Irving Richards are all
neighbors and close friends of mine and I know that they would be glad to see you.
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P.S. I have just returned today from a two weeks vacation, or I would have acknowledged receipt
of your article before.
August 28, 1934. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
Yours of Aug. 24, received. Am very glad to hear that you are coming to Maine and see what
we have done. For myself I would prefer Bert Withams place to the Ledge House while at Dead
River as it is right on the trail. The Ledge House is a fine place but would give you about 4
miles extra walking to go there and back. Bert Witham is a farmer-guide, a fine fellow and his
wife is an extra good cook. I am sure they would make you comfortable and welcome.
At Bigelow you can get an over night camp from A. R. Remmick but I suggest that you stay with
me at our wardens camp. I will have food there ahead so we will not have to carry anything.
There is room for four people. I suggest that you mail a light camping outfit to me and I will
have it at Bigelow in case you should want it. There is no trail cut as yet from Sugarloaf to
Abram. I will try to get something done on this before you get here. If we could get over that
part we could make Barnjum Depot Camp from Bigelow in a day. We will have to make those
plans after you get here. I doubt if you could use the wheel beyond Sugarloaf.
By getting an early start at Bigelow we could make Barnjum (near Perham Junction), next day
we could make over Saddleback to the highway. The trip from Bigelow to Barnjum will be a
hard one but if we can make it will save carrying equipment to camp out.
You can call me as soon as you get to Bert Witham’s and I will meet you there. I think three
days from there will put us through to the highway below Rangeley.
P.S. Am sending a copy to Mr. Philbrick
August 29, 1934. Martin Kilpatrick to Myron Avery on York’s Long Pond Camps
letterhead. [Hand-written]
My dear Avery:
Just a note to tell you that we have had no difficulty following the “spots” so far and have had a
fine trip. We have just come thru two days of rain having come over the wet trail from Berry to
Boudreau’s yesterday and climbed White Cap in the “Rain” today. We were very sorry to miss
the view here. We went up Joe Mary and spent the night at Church Pond. This is now a well
blazed trail with good views from the cliff. The old tree platform at the top is too low for a good
view. Incidentally the guide book should mention the fine views of the whole range from
Double Top to Katahdin from Joe Mary Lake. We have found the going easy and have been at
the next camp in the early afternoon. The result has been that we have canoed as much as we
walked and have paddled all the lakes after the hikes, even going over to Third Debsconeag and
getting into Middle Joe Mary. Tomorrow we plan to visit Gulf Hagas and finish our canoeing on
Long Pond and then we have two days on the Chairbacks before going on to Monson. Mr.
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Hazelhurst left us last Saturday and planned to send you some notes. I am sending him some
others to add to them. We have appreciated your letters to the various camps and find that this
has made us welcome all along the line.
August 31, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur C. Sylvester, Landscape Architect, National Park
Service, Baxter State Park
Dear Mr. Sylvester:
Many thanks for all the information contained in your letter of August 21st. I appreciate greatly
your care in giving me such detailed data, which has made the matter of changing the description
very simple. I enclose copy of the proposed Supplement, which we shall print and issue this fall,
and the change for page 18 in the Guidebook. If you have any suggestions I should greatly
appreciate them.
If you drive in at any time and think of it, I should like to know the distance from the forks of the
road to the Abol Trail and to the new Hunt Trail. See page 15 of the Guide. It seems to be 15 ¾
from Millinocket to the forks of the roads.
The wheel has arrived.
Is the “Shelter” at 2155 a newly built structure or merely a campsite?
The Chimney Pond development sounds most interesting.
I expect to see Mr. Violette very shortly and shall be glad to do what I can.
Again thanking you for keeping me so fully informed.
August 31, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur C. Sylvester, Landscape Architect, National Park
Service, Baxter State Park
Dear Mr. Sylvester:
I enclose –
1. Rewritten portion of pp. 15 and 16, Guide to the A.T. in Maine;
2. Correction for Section 1 in same Guide;
3. Proposed Supplement to be issued to this Guide.
The first two, and, to some extent, the third, are based on data you have sent me with respect to
the trail relocation at Katahdin. I would appreciate your glancing over these enclosures and
giving me the benefit of any errors or suggestions. I hope to issue the Supplement in late
September as soon as I have the benefit of any suggestions from Mr. Gower after his trip.
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A party coming down over the A.T. has reported all markers gone from the Hunt Trail. They
thought this due to souvenir hunters. I rather guessed that they might have continued on the old
route or perhaps have come down when you were remarking the change, for you had written me
that the markers sent you had been put up on the relocation. Did you do any work on the Hunt
Trail above the junction of the old and new routes?
I am sending a copy of this to Messrs. Gower and Greene.
August 31, 1934. Myron Avery to Harrie Coe
Dear Mr. Coe:
I have prepared a release on the Trail in Maine, but have discovered that I have lost the very
extensive list of newspapers which you gave me for the purpose of sending out releases.
Unfortunately, I am leaving for a trip to Maine within an hour and I have to ask if you will do us
the very great favor of having your Secretary address the 20 odd letters which are stamped and
sealed and forward them at once to the various newspapers. You will note that it is an item which
should be released at once, as the trip starts on September 2nd.
Would you be good enough to send me another copy of the list? There were about 25
newspapers on same.
I regret having to trouble you in this connection, but it is an unavoidable situation, and I should
be greatly indebted to you if you can attend to the matter promptly.
If you have any thought of reprinting the Katahdin booklet this winter, I hope you will take it up
with me as the C.C.C. work has made extensive changes which should be corrected.
Written after Mr. Avery left Washington.
August 31, 1934. Myron Avery to L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co.
Dear Mr. Cook:
Some people traveling along the Appalachian Trail have reported that G. N. P. Surveyors have
cut a line to the top of Joe Mary Mountain. As a matter of curiosity, wondered if this was
running some boundary line or the beginning of an operation in this section. Think you told me
that this year closed up the operations on the East Branch of Pleasant River. Could you tell me if
there are any operations contemplated for next year along the trail route? I understand that there
has been cutting in the vicinity of the Abol Trail.
September 1, 1934. EX-GOVERNOR BAXTER JOINS APPALACHIAN TRAIL HIKERS
120-MILE TREK
Twenty-one members of the Appalachian Mountain Club of Boston left Millinocket today on the
120 mile tramp over the newly constructed Appalachian Trail in Maine. Accompanying the party,
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for part of the trip, is ex-Governor Percival P. Baxter, who donated the Katahdin region to Maine
as a state Park. Mr. Baxter was last at Katahdin in the fall of 1933, when with the Millinocket
Chamber of Commerce, he ascended the mountain by the Appalachian Trail, which then utilized
the route of the old Hunt Trail cut in 1896. During the interval, since Ex-Governor Baxter's visit,
a considerable change has occurred at Katahdin. The C.C.C. Camp on Nesowadnehunk Stream,
under the direction of Landscape Architect Arthur C. Sylvester, has rebuilt the lower part of the
Hunt Trail along the north bank of Katahdin Brook. The new trail, which has been marked for
the Appalachian Trail, now crosses the Stream on a rustic bridge near a beautiful waterfall and
rejoins the old trail a mile below the famous cave on the Hunt Trail. A Forest Service campsite
has also been established where the Nesowadnehuhk Tote-road crosses Katahdin Brook. This
point may be reached by automobile, 25.5 miles from Millinocket.
The party of mountaineers is led by Ronald D. Gower, of West Newton, Massachusetts, a
prominent official of the Appalachian Mountain Club, noted for his explorations at Katahdin.
Second in command is Charles H. Warner of Fall River, Massachusetts, also a Katahdin
enthusiast.
The 120 mile hike from Katahdin to Monson along the white blazes of the Appalachian Trail is
the first expedition of any mountaineering Club to traverse the Maine wilderness. The party will
find accommodations at the sporting camps, which are located along the route at intervals of a
day's journey. The first night will be spent at Togue Pond Camps, then successively at Daicey,
Rainbow, Nahmakanta, Pemadumcook, Joe Mary, Yoke, West Branch Ponds, York's and Dore's
Camps at Long Pond and at Bodfish Intervale.
This party will find the Trail much improved since the pioneering expedition of last year, which
marked the route. Charles Berry, of Yoke Pond Camps, has relocated two miles of the Trail to
avoid a swampy section on the South bank of the East Branch of Pleasant River. Several
extremely scenic side trails have been added to the route. Walter D. Greene, of Sebec Lake,
Vice-President of the Appalachian Trail Conference, has just reopened the old fire warden's trail
to the summit of the huge dome of Joe Mary Mountain. Especially prominent from the "Lower
Lakes” on the Penobscot West Branch, this mountain is a landmark in the Maine wilderness. The
trail had been abandoned since 1918 when the Forest Service lookout on Joe Mary was
discontinued. The new trail is 8.5 miles in length; it leaves the Appalachian Trail 3 1/2 miles
west of The Antlers Camps on Lower Joe Mary Lake. One day has been reserved by the party for
climbing Joe Mary Mountain.
Another side trail, cut by Greene and Leon Potter, Proprietor of The Antlers Camps at Joe Mary,
is the very scenic one mile trail, leading from the Appalachian Trail on the north shore of Upper
Joe Mary Lake to the bare cliffs of Potaywadjo Ridge. Like all side trails, this is marked by blue
paint blazes. Potaywadjo is an Indian word, meaning "whale". This name harks back to the
almost legendary feats of Joe Mary, a famous Penobscot Indian Chief, whose hunting grounds
embraced this region. Joe Mary was a strong swimmer and his ability to stay under water caused
the rest of the tribe to nickname him the whale or puffer.
Greene has also reopened five short trails leading from the old Pleasant River tote-road to the
Gulf where the river has excavated a deep slate canyon with many astonishing features. The
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paths lead to Screw Augur Falls, "Hammond Street Pitch", Little Jaws, Upper Jaws and to Indian
Head Falls. The party will devote a day to exploring this now little-known region.
A Supplement to the GUIDEBOOK TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, describing
the changes in route, new side trails and extension of the route, will be issued in the fall by the
Appalachian Trail Conference (901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C.). Three maps of
the Trail have already been issued since the Guidebook appeared.
September 4, 1934. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I return herewith a couple of Sylvester’s letters you kindly sent me.
Well, here we are at Rainbow on a foggy morning before breakfast. Registration 18 and all in
good spirits. Everything has gone along O.K. so far. Shall be pleased to hear what luck
Outerbridge--Kirkpatrick had at Drew’s. You can reach me at York’s on the 11th.
The relocation of the Hunt Trail is a distinct improvement. The point of departure of the trail
from the M—S tote road to York’s is so poorly marked that we missed it altogether, and tramped
on to Foster’s and back down the wagon road. It was nearly dark and I did not want to take any
chances as some of the party were pretty well spent.
The west end of the Toll Dam we found to be perfectly safe. There is a new log bridge across
the Sourdnahunk about 1/10 mile above its mouth. We kept on down to the mouth instead of
going over to S. dam, as York said we could use his canoes in ferrying across. We made a
couple of trips and it being slow work, got a couple of Frenchmen at the logging camp (this is
located on the S.W. bank of the W. Branch, directly opposite the mouth of the S. and next to the
Kidney Pond outlying camp) to pole their bateaux over and finish the job. Had lunch at S. dam.
Trail perfectly obvious all the way here. [In a different hand:] “Katahdin was wonderful. I had
to take the ”Knife Edge” sitting down, but there are no regrets. Your sign down the Hunt Trail
looked good to me. Thanks lots. K. D. L.”
This is a nice set of camps. Had plenty trout for breakfast. Clifford has had 8 others in all
through on the trail this season.
Ex-Gov. Baxter, Sylvester, Sewall (the C. C. C. local boss) and two others were at Togue and
talked with us at length Sat. eve. They invited the A. M. C. to build a hut anywhere at K. and
under any conditions—even offered to haul materials in and provide part of the labor.
The party seem to be enthusiastic over the Trail so far. We have a very fine crowd—all high
class (except possibly one). Miss Lenoir is having the time of her life. We drove her down via
Bath and Rockland, stopping at a lobster pound, where she picked hers out alive and had it
boiled.
Must start for Nahmakanta now.
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September 4, 1934. Ronald Gower to Walter Greene on McDougall’s Nahmakanta Lake
Camps letterhead. [Hand-written]
Dear Walter:
So far at any rate! Raining here this P.M. but we made camps by 12:30 from Rainbow, so beat
most of it. The trail from Clifford’s to the road just before Clark’s needs bushing badly. Almost
obscure in places. Otherwise O.K. from York’s. The turn off from the Sourdnahunk tote road
into York’s is so blind that we missed it. Walked the road to Foster’s and back down the wagon
road. There is a big new campsite at Katahdin Stream now, shelters and everything. The
relocation of the Hunt Trail is a big improvement—picturesque and easier.
Our first day—from Togue up the St. John Avalanche—Knife Edge and down the A.T. to York’s
was pretty hard on all of us, about 15 miles plus the climb, consequently we were glad of the two
easy days following.
Hope MacDonald can handle us tomorrow, altho if this weather keeps up we may have to hang
here.
I have 18 as planned and so far all has been O.K. on accommodations. We have 3 tents in case.
Ex Gov. Baxter spent the first night with us at Togue along with Sylvester the architect and
Sewall the C.C.C. boss. They want the A.M.C. to put in a hut at Chimney.
Expect to have advices at Potter’s which will tell me definitely about Drew and Wilkins. That
worries me as Mrs. Thomas has only 5 rooms. I cannot understand why Wilkins has failed to at
least answer my 3 letters. His first reply was cordial enough.
Hope we see you sitting beside the Trail near C. B. range.
September 4, 1934. Dr. George W. Outerbridge, Philadelphia, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Having just completed a trip over the A-T from Chimney Pond to Monson in company with Dr.
and Mrs. Martin Kilpatrick (and Mr. Chas. Hazelhurst as far as White House Camps) I want to
express to you as strongly as I can my personal appreciation of the magnificent work that you
and Mr. Greene and your other co-workers have done to make this region easily accessible to the
merest tyro in hiking. This is in no sense a report on the trail, which I believe will be sent you in
some detail by Mr. Hazelhurst for the first part and Dr. Kilpatrick for the second, but I do want to
say that we found all portions of the main trail, and all Mr. Greene’s new side trails, so liberally
spotted that there could never be any excuse for really going astray. Of course we missed a turn
from time to time, but always realized within a few minutes that we were no longer following the
white or blue blazes, as the case might be, and were able to go back and quickly pick it up again.
There are doubtless places here and there where in time the trail will be improved, and perhaps
relocated, but you have put through a big job in a perfectly splendid way.
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We enjoyed our stay at the various camps very much; we found them immaculately clean, the
food excellent and ample, and all the proprietors most anxious to please in every way—in fact,
the letter that you had so kindly written for us was a perfect “open sesame” all along the line.
We spent a night at every camp on your list (two at York’s Long Pond to have a day for Gulf
Hagas, and an extra one at Potter’s outlying cabin on Church Pond in order to save back-tracking
3 miles to The Antlers after doing Joe Mary Mt.). I am personally exceedingly grateful to both
you and Mr. Greene for so strongly advising us against trying to double up stages in a day, as
this gave us a chance for a paddle on each of the lakes and ponds, which to me was one of the
pleasantest features of the trip (and we thought the best view we got anywhere of the whole
Katahdin Range was from a canoe half way down Lower Joe Mary Lake). I was also mighty
glad you had warned us not to try to make Bodfish from York’s in a day; we took ten hours as it
was to Dore’s (including 1 hr. 20 min. for the side trip to Chairback Mt.), only getting in about
sundown, and I can tell you, I was mighty glad not to have to go on over Barren that evening.
The only even minor contretemps of any sort that we had was the difficulty in getting across
Rainbow Lake, of which Hazelhurst has doubtless written you, and which in the end was
amusing rather than otherwise. Our one real disappointment was in missing Mr. Greene by just a
few hours at Potter’s. We had fine weather except for two days, one of which prevented our
getting the view from Whitecap, but otherwise did not harm. We were on the main or important
side trails for 12 consecutive days, and met no one person in all that time, but doubtless in time
as the trail becomes better known it will be more and more used. We all hope the A.M.C. party
is having as good a time going over it now as we had.
P.S. I am sending a carbon of this to Mr. Greene.
{Please send Comey and return}
September 4, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur Staples, Lewiston Evening Journal
Dear Mr. Staples:
I enclose, with illustrations and sketch map, an article on the Gulf of Pleasant River by Walter D.
Greene. I think you will find it of interest to your readers.
This article has been written by Walter D. Greene, of Sebec Lake, Maine. If you use it, Mr.
Greene will expect compensation in accordance with customary rates.
September 4, 1934. Myron Avery to Guy Leadbetter, Washington, D.C.
Dear Guy:
Walter Greene has written an article on his side trails in the Gulf. I am trying to get it published
in the Lewiston Journal or in In the Maine Woods. We have a sketch map and want to get some
good photos. Would you be good enough to let me know if you got into the Gulf and if you have
anything we can use. I want to send in his story as soon as possible.
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September 4, 1934. Leon E. Potter, The Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Both Mr. Kilpatrick’s and Mr. Gower’s party stayed over here one day and went up Jo Mary Mt.
We enjoyed having them here and they all seemed to be having a pleasant trip.
We telephoned to Charles Berry the day I received your message about the trail. I would have
been glad to do the work but thought it would be better all around to have it done from that end.
I know that Walter Greene has told you all about the Blue trail that we made up Potaywadjo and
his Jo Mary Mt. trail. I have not been up the mountain but the parties report the trail very good.
We shall look forward to seeing you here next year.
September 4, 1934. THE GRAND CANYON OF MAINE—THE GULF OF PLEASANT
RIVER, by Walter D. Greene, Vice-President of the Appalachian Trail Conference, Sebec,
Maine
The clearing, cutting and marking of 175 miles of the Appalachian Trail in 1933 across the
primitive wilderness of Maine, from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow, was an extraordinary feat. In the
stress of this accomplishment, some pre-conceived projects had to be left to be finished in 1934.
Two of the most important were side trails to the “Gulf” of the West Branch of the Pleasant
River in the Katahdin Iron Works region, and to the remarkable dome of Joe Mary Mountain,
located south of Katahdin, and towering over three thousand feet. The latter affords an
unparalleled view of the Katahdin region directly north, and the immense basin between, filled
with lakes and dotted with islands. The astounding features of the Gulf of Pleasant River is that
this stupendous natural wonder has been shut away, seldom seen except by woodsmen, trappers
and lumbermen. Maine is the scenic state of the east. Filled with a variety of marvelous
creations of nature, outside of Moosehead Lake and Katahdin, little effort has been made to
exploit or open these regions to the sightseer, who frequently travels greater distances to see far
less varied and impressive scenery.
The Appalachian Trail has gone far toward remedying this condition. Along its route are
magnificent vistas. Moreover, it is a foot-trail, not an automobile road, such as often does more
harm to the wilderness and its fish and game than it compensates for.
The “Gulf” is not inaccessible, strange to say. The old tote-road up the West Branch of Pleasant
River has been in existence for eighty years or more. It has fallen into disuse but is still passable
and affords good travelling on foot. From Katahdin Iron Works, nine miles from Brownville
Junction and reached by gas train, one can drive five miles to The Hermitage, a private camp
located in a grove of stately primeval white pines, on a bluff above the West Branch. The
Hermitage, alone, is worth the trip, for the grove of pines about the camp has been left standing
and here one sees the original Maine pine, now destroyed by lumbering, towering proud and
stupendous, into the sky. Here the white paint blazes of the Appalachian Trail, coming south
from West Branch Ponds over White Cap (3,707 ft.), turn south and cross Pleasant River. Two
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miles further it reaches Long Pond, a narrow body of water, and the Chairback-Barren Range.
From the close proximity of the through route to the “Gulf”, a side trail was made possible. The
side trail utilizes the main tote-road along the river for two miles. At no place was it possible to
have located this tote-road along the rough and rugged ravines and contours on the edge of the
Gulf. Necessarily, therefore, the tote-road follows the side of the ridges, paralleling the “Gulf” at
varying distances from it, usually less than a quarter of a mile. These two miles west from The
Hermitage are excellent foot travel, however, through a beautiful woods with no boggy or wet
spots. The route is well spotted and painted blue, the color of side trails on the Appalachian Trail
route.
A mile beyond The Hermitage, the first trail leads from the tote-road to Screw Auger falls on
Gulf Hagas Brook. This is a wonderful series of cascades, zigzagging from side to side, hence its
name. It is just below, only about a hundred yards, from the main road. The brook has a 125 foot
fall between the main road and the gorge itself. About a quarter of a mile farther, the second side
trail penetrates a quarter of a mile to the lower Gorge, where one sees what Hubbard calls the
“Hammond Street Pitch”. This trail descends steeply. A short distance beyond this line, about
four or five hundred rods, is the trail to the Lower Jaws. The old sign, denoting this fact, is still
nailed at the entrance to the trail high on a birch tree, but within a hundred rods the trail is filled
with bushes and deadfalls, necessitating leaving it and making a new route. The views here are
magnificent and trails to various parts of the cliffs have been made and painted.
The next line to the “Gulf” leaves the Pleasant River Tote-road about a quarter of a mile above
the trail to the Lower Jaws. This leads to the upper Gulf, the wildest and grandest part of the
gorge. When it reaches the crest, a trail has been cut, marked and cleared, following the edge for
a third of a mile and then being carried back out to the road by the farthest upstream trail. This
enables one to go in by one trail, cover all the points in the gorge, and come out again to the road
without retracing one’s steps. At the upstream end of the trail along the canyon there is a short
line leading to a cliff which looks down on a beautiful set of falls. These are known as Billings
Falls; above are Stair Falls and the head of the "Gulf”. The cliffs tower sheer along the gorge,
varying from a hundred to two hundred feet, interspersed with ravines and sheer timbered slopes.
The rock formation of the gorge is slate, and has been carved by time and the elements into
extraordinary and unique formations. Several rock faces, such as the Indian Head and the Old
Man, are very distinct.
This trail work was accomplished by the writer in two weeks in July, 1934. For this reason it was
impossible, owing to limited time, to completely explore the entire three miles of the Gulf from
below and to search out, mark and designate explicitly every interesting feature described by
Lucius L. Hubbard in Guide to Moosehead Lake and Northern Maine, written over sixty years
ago. Much, therefore, remains for the explorer who travels up the canyon bed. As a guide to
future explorers, we quote a part of the Hubbard description of this region:
THE GULF
It is a narrow chasm some three and a half miles long, through which flows the West
Branch of Pleasant River, the “Mun-olam’mon-un’gun”. From the hotel a good road runs
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along the west side of "Silver Lake", and beyond it for half a mile along the top of a
"kame" or "horseback", about thirty feet high, which has a brook on one side and a low
meadow on the other. This "kame" is north of the river and about midway of the valley.
From the hotel to a large clearing known as "the Farm" it is two miles, and farther more
than a mile beyond to the edge of the forest, near where three townships corner, the road
by the way touching the river at Horse Eddy. At the end of another mile is an old
logging-camp, from which branches off the road up White Brook to White Cap. Two
miles more bring one to Pugwash, a small "logon" opposite the foot of the Gulf. The road
thus far has been passable for buckboards; the latter half of it, however, is very rough,
and one can better walk than ride over it. Rather more than a mile above the foot of the
Gulf the road crosses a bridge under which flows
GULF HAGAS STREAM
This little brook is a gem. For a quarter of a mile below the bridge it is an
alternation of bright sparkling cascades and shady pools. The fall of land in its bed
between the bridge and river may be one hundred and twenty-five feet, and there are no
less than seven or eight "pitches", varying in height from four to twenty-six feet, some
falling over the ledges in an even mass, others divided into two or three branches or arms,
and others still, broken in their fall by obstructing rocks,--all of them, when over four feet
high, as white as milk. The most interesting one is “Screw-Auger” Fall, the third from
the bridge. It is twenty-six feet high, the entire body of water passing through a part of
the rock about four feet wide, which it has worn into the shape of an S. The water strikes
the lower part of the S with such force that it is precipitated about twelve feet in a plane
at right angles with the wall. Just below it is a pool surrounded on three sides by a square
chamber of perpendicular walls,--a great curiosity. The walls of this miniature gulf are
ragged, and in many places a descent to the water’s edge is dangerous and in others
impossible, while in only a few is it at all practicable.
The main road in no place comes within sight of the river, but branches lead from
it, here and there, to “landings” used by the loggers, from which to roll their logs into the
stream. One of these branches, over half a mile above Gulf Hagas, leads down to what
has been dubbed “Hammond Street Pitch”, a precipitous bank some ninety feet high, with
a ledge or shelf five feet wide jutting out two-thirds of the way down its side. The view
from here is quite impressive. The stream foams and froths down its straight course of
eighty rods or more, while the opposite cliff, with its profile of the “Old Man”, rises
perhaps sixty feet higher, or to a total height of one hundred and fifty feet above the
stream. The latter turns sharply to the south at its base, and soon again to the east,
flowing past the end of a rounded spur or ridge of solid slate, which extends back some
thirty or forty rods from the stream, and rises gradually from a height of sixty feet or
more, some hundred feet additional. This is probably the highest part of the Gulf; that is,
the cliffs are here highest above the bed of the stream.
From this point a good path runs over the ledges above the stream, and from it
many points of interest below can be reached where the cliffs descend abruptly to the
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stream, while at others they are too precipitous to admit of descending them or of walking
along their base.
A mile above Gulf Hagas is a logging-camp (1880), the name of which appears
on a painted sign, nailed high up to the trunk of a small birch-tree,--“Gulf House”. A few
rods from here a rustic bridge has been thrown over the river some twenty-five or thirty
feet above its bed, for the use of the “river-drivers”. From this bridge to the head of the
Gulf it is about a mile and a quarter, and one point of interest succeeds another at short
intervals along the entire distance. First in order, and visible from the bridge, is a
remarkable full-front face of an Indian, formed by the overhanging cliff on the south side
of the stream. This rock is one side of what is called the “Lower Jaws”, a point made
memorable by the death of an Indian who was killed there in May, 1882, in a “jam” of
logs. A short distance above, at the “Main Jaws” the channel was only seven feet and
seven inches wide, until blasted out to a width of twenty-six feet.
A few rods from this point is Duck Pitch, about fifteen feet high, over which the
water pours with great force, being churned to the consistency of buttermilk. A short
distance above this fall is another very narrow passage, where before it was blasted out
the channel of the stream for ten feet could not have been more than five feet wide, and
below it a pool and eddy have eaten into the cliffs and formed an irregular chamber with
overhanging walls. The contraction of the opposing walls at this point is known as the
“Upper Jaws”, and from the ledge on the north side may be seen, lower down, on the
opposite side, a pretty good profile of an individual wearing a cap with a long and clumsy
visor. Next above is Billing’s Fall, sixteen feet high, which with the “pitch” just above it
makes one of the prettiest sights of the Gulf, and is well seen from a high cliff just below
it, a few steps from the path. A few rods above here and around the bend are Stair Falls,
the head of the Gulf.
The lumbering days were in full blast when the Hubbard Guidebook was written, there were then
many logging roads to the Gulf cut by the lumbermen which have grown in and have been
almost completely obliterated. The days of driving logs down this deadly gorge were wild and
picturesque and lives were lost frequently, especially at the point called "The Hulling Machine”.
After the close of the lumber operations, the wilderness crept in with silent tread and shut away
this marvellous sight. People pass it on the Pleasant River Tote-road and never see it. All the old
roads have disappeared and the new trails were cut after careful scouting. They are well bushed,
cleared, spotted, painted, and have a dry footway.
Ausable Chasm in the Adirondacks of New York has been famous and exploited for years but,
not for a moment, does it measure up in size, length, grandeur, and impressiveness to the Gulf of
Pleasant River, which now may take its place with and become as famous as other scenic
grandeurs of the east. It is an outstanding scenic asset of the State of Maine.
September 5, 1934. Charles Hazlehurst to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
I have recently returned from spending four days on the Appalachian Trail commencing at Mt.
Katahdin in Maine, with the Kilpatricks and George W. Outerbridge. At their request, I am
writing you to give you our impressions regarding the Trail as far as McDonald's Camp, where I
left them as I had to come out at that point.
First of all, we want to congratulate you most heartily on the fine job you did last summer which
made it easy for us to follow the Trail at all times. We found the blazes clear and distinct with all
important points clearly marked and were even able to find a good many of the mile signs.
We made certain deductions regarding the section of the Trail covered by us which are in no
sense a criticism of what you did and which we know you will take as suggestions. The section
around Daicey's Pond prior to reaching York's Camp is rather rough and not up to standard. York
impressed us as not being very much interested in the Trail as he seems to be one of the old type
who resents the approach of civilization as represented by new road construction in his vicinity. I
believe that as he enjoys some business from parties using the Trail that he will be sufficiently
interested to do some maintenance work in his vicinity. He was very cordial to us and told us to
use one of his canoes in crossing the Penobscot River and arranged to have one of his guides
return the canoe later in the day.
We had a difficult time at Rainbow Lake where as you will recall, it is necessary to be ferried
across the Lake to Clifford's Camp. We reached the Lake about three o'clock in the afternoon and
did everything in our power to attract the attention of the Camp without success. After an hour
and a half, Mrs. Kilpatrick recalled that she had seen two canoes on a rack at Clifford's Lake, so
we went up there and carried one down to Rainbow Lake, climbed in and paddled across to the
Camp. On leaving York's Camp that morning, we had asked York to telephone Clifford of our
coming but York told us that his telephone was not working well and as Clifford claimed not to
have heard from him, it is probable that the call did not get through.
When we settled our bill the next morning, Clifford wanted to charge us for returning the canoe
but finally agreed to waive any charge for this purpose. Clifford is building a new trail from his
Camp across to McDougall's Camp and if this is adopted as part of the Appalachian Trail, it will
eliminate the uninteresting bit along the south side of Rainbow Lake to Clark's Camp. The fly in
the ointment as far as Clifford's Camp is concerned is the uncertainty in connection with being
ferried across the Lake.
From McDougall's Camp, the Trail has been brushed out by Mrs. McDougall for two miles and
is in splendid condition. She is evidently anxious to secure the Trail business and if the same
spirit is shown by other Camps, it will be a great help in maintaining the Trail.
Clark's Camp is in charge of a caretaker and can be used only for purposes of shelter. We
reached McDonald's White House Camp in good time and found him waiting for us at the lower
landing with his motor boat. Mrs. McDonald told us that she herself had painted the blue blazes
marking the side trail to the lower landing opposite their Camp.
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On the way out, I met Walter Greene who was on his way home after blazing a five and one half
mile trail to the summit of Joe Mary Mountain. He was tired out from his exertions.
Last night, I received a letter from Kilpatrick written from York's Camps on Long Pond in which
he stated that they had no difficulty in following the Trail and had made the side trips up Joe
Mary Mountain and to the Potayeradjo [sic] Ridge. Your letter on our behalf had been received
by the camps we visited, consequently they were on the lookout for us. The camps were also
looking forward to a visit from a party of eighteen A.M.C. members early this month.
I returned from my trip full of enthusiasm for the Trail project and hoping for a return trip next
summer, starting where I left off and continuing south. Regarding trail allocations in
Pennsylvania, I wrote Dr. Bingham yesterday suggesting that we get together with Dr.
Rentschler in the near future.
Trusting you are well and with best wishes,
{Copy Greene, Schairer, Philbrick}
September 7, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I am reporting on my trip on the Appalachian Trail. In all I covered 90 miles in 4 ½ days,
starting at Blanchard. I spent two days with Game Warden Taylor. He is a real find. I don’t
know how we would get through this region without him. At present he has marked cleared
route all the way from Bigelow to one mile beyond Sugarloaf. Also, he has practically
completed the side trail along the range to Stratton via Cranberry Peak Ponds, Cranberry Peak,
The Cave, Arnold’s Well, and First Ledges. He has done it from The Horns Pond to Cranberry
Peak. I am to send him blue paint for this side trail. It will be 6 or 7 miles. With these trails
Bigelow will be well covered. This range is a big thing and the new trails, when advertised,
should attract much attention. Taylor has a great route on Bigelow. The going is easy—it leads
through a heavy fir and spruce growth with good footway. From the Horns Pond the old toteroad leads through a lumbered area where the maintenance will require work each year. The rest
of the mountain in the conifers won’t require much work. The C.C.C. boys are working a crew
of five on the mountain. They are really doing a first class job. They are widening where Taylor
swamped through. The only criticism of their work is that they haven’t cut the raspberry bushes.
I understand this crew will work over all the trails Taylor has cut, including Sugarloaf. The work
is going a bit slow and it seems to me that this crew could be increased to ten. This crew should
go over these trails again next year. With two or three years’ work, these trails shouldn’t be in
bad shape. The lumbered areas are the problem. Taylor suggests that another year a lean-to be
built at The Horns Pond at the junction of the main trail and the side trail. If the range is to be
used much, I think this necessary. It could be kept in mind for another year.
Taylor and other wardens have scouted from Sugarloaf to Abraham. They find hard cutting
through heavy spruce and fir but the sort of thing which will stay open, once cut. They expect to
finish this section this fall. I left the wheel with Taylor so he can measure the gap. Taylor and
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Phillips put in a day and have a route blazed from Barnjum to Abraham. I had time to go over it
and measure it to the upper camps. They expect to finish this this fall. Barnjum Camps are being
torn down; the game wardens are building a camp there. From Barnjum the trail will follow the
dirt road nearly to East Madrid to the railroad and then follow it to Perham Junction. The ties
and rails are up, so this makes a good route. At the south bend of the road is a pasture and grass
field. The saving of cutting across will be small in distance and there would be a real
maintenance problem.
Phillips is to carry it on to Saddleback. He and Taylor spent a day up there. They found the old
fire trail and found it in fair condition. There will be some cutting to connect it with Perham
Junction and crossing Orbeton Stream may give a little trouble.
I have made up a list of board signs to go up on these trails and if some money is forthcoming,
we can get them made. I hope to get the entire Maine trail signed soon.
The section up Abraham through the lumbered area will require some maintenance. The ideal
arrangement is to have the C.C.C. Camps come along to clear and widen after Taylor has marked
and roughly opened the way. This will be much needed between Abraham and Barnjum. I hope
that as far as you are able, you will direct some of the C.C.C. work along these lines. They seem
committed to it.
The enclosed letter to Sterling explains the relocation from Caratunk to Dead River. The route
was unmistakably marked but tremendous labor would be required to mark a first-class trail in
that lumbered region. Maintenance would be heavy. This tote-road from Dead River nearly to
Pierce Ponds is a wonderful route. It shortens the distance too.
The worst spot on the entire area is from Blanchard to Bald Mountain. A lot of work is required
there. The lumbered area between Bald Mountain Pond and The Lookout requires a lot of work.
The telephone wire follows the trail and needs to be cleaned up. What can be done about it? Can
Harry Davis have this really put in shape?
I saw Sawyer at Lewiston on my way home. He will go to Houghton this fall and thoroughly
scout the possibilities for Old Blue and Elephant. He says that there is a trapper's spotted line
between the Sessions Camp road at the county line and the lumber camps on the West Branch of
Swift River. Perhaps this is our route. Except for Baldpate, only this small portion would be in
the holdings of the Brown Company. When we get final word for Sawyer as to just where we
should go, we can see bow to approach the Brown Company problem. I feel very sure that
Sawyer and his Bates Club will start at Saddleback and carry the marking west. John Holden
reported to Sawyer that a tote-road still led up Frye Brook to Baldpate.
The enclosed letter from a Philadelphia group indicates they found the route easy to follow.
Greene’s side trails to Joe Mary and the Gulf are big additions. I am sending out in late
September a release on that and will do the same on the Bigelow trails. When Taylor measures
the trails, we will need to get out a Supplement on those changes and additions.
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Apparently the A.M.C. party isn't experiencing the best of weather. That is too bad. The size of
their party may give the camp owners trouble in providing for them and cause some
dissatisfaction through overcrowding. I hope not.
The travel this year has been from Katahdin to Blanchard. Next year it will hit the central section.
It behooves us to try and get that Moxie and Pleasant Mountain cleared out this fall.
Saw part of that Black Brook burn—it was bad.
On the whole, things seem to be going along well. Our chief concern is to get the C.C.C. Camps
over the newly opened routes.
September, 1934.

CONDITION OF TRAIL
Section 12 (N. to S.)

Blazes sparse.
Marble Brook to Dam needs clearing.
Dam to Watchman’s cabin requires enormous labor.
Cabin to Troutdale requires additional paint.
Send paint, markers, and shears to J. M. Harris
_____
Pleasant Pond Trail (1 m. to 6.05 m.) badly ingrown and needs intensive clearing.
Paint blazes should be twice as frequent.
_____
From The Horns Pond to Stratton Pond will require annual clearing as will Trail over ridge from
Stratton Pond to Bigelow Village (lumbering here). Some work beneficial between Old Man’s
Head and East Peak.
September 7. 1934. Trail descriptions by Myron Avery
SECTION 7
JUNCTION OF EAST MADRID ROAD AND ABANDONED BARNJUM RAILROAD
TO BIGELOW VILLAGE (ME. HIGHWAY 27)
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SOUTH TO NORTH
DISTANCE

M.

See last paragraph of preceding section and first four paragraphs of Section 16 (North to South).
This section of the Trail commences approximately ½ mile north of East Madrid. Automobiles
may be driven the first 2.2 miles. From junction of East Madrid Road and abandoned railroad to
Barnjum Depot Camps, go north on dirt road, passable by automobile. Ascend. At .75 m. road
turns sharp right. At crest of road over Mecham Hill pass on right house of Maurice Roderick, P.
O. East Madrid. (Accommodations are available here.) Pass between old buildings at 2.17 m.
(Road passable by automobile ends here; splendid view of Mt. Abraham.) Descend worn toteroad. At 2.37 m. take left fork (runaround coming in on right at 2.5 m.). Cross Perham Stream at
2.6 m. and in field of abandoned Barnjum Depot Camps, turn sharp right, crossing bridge over
brook. (To left is locked game warden’s camp.) At 2.67 m., in field opposite end of old railroad
grade, turn left, passing pile of sleds. Enter woods at 2.77 m. on old tote-road. Ascend gradually.
At 3.05 m. take right fork, crossing Betsy Branch on old bridge beyond for short distance brook
has washed out road. (Left fork is old two-sled road, rejoining main trail at 5.27 m.) Cross side
brook at 3.00 m. Ascend gradually along east slope of Farmer Mountain, paralleling Betsy Brook.
At 4.41 m. go through old campground. At 5.21 m., with road coming in on right, pass crossroad
with splendid view. Road leads east over plateau at west base of rock ridge of Mt. Abraham. At
5.27 m., two-sled road (left at 3.05 m.) comes in on left. At 5.37 m. cross to right bank of Betsy
Branch (last water). Reach old lumber camps at 5.47 m. with splendid view. Opposite lowest
camp, turn sharp left; 50 yds. beyond, turn right into old hauling road. Ascend steeply through
lumbered region. Reach base ridge at
m. and turn left (northwest along bare ridge crest).
Reach Forest Service Tower on Mt. Abraham (4,040 ft.) at
m. Worn watchman’s trail comes
in from east from Rapid Stream. Watchman’s cabin is approximately 2 m. from tower. (The
panoramic view here is superb.) Cross North Peak at m. Follow rock crest northwest, entering
timber at
m. Reach sag (3,184 ft.) at south base of Mt. Spaulding at
m. Ascend steeply.
Reach summit of Mt. Spaulding (3,988 ft.) at
m. Descend over two intermediate summits,
reaching sag (3,480 ft.) at south base of Sugarloaf at
m. Its bare cone affords magnificent
panoramic view. From summit, descend gradually through burned land, known as “The
Barrens”, then descend through mature timber.
At
m. turn left on Maine Highway 27 at Bigelow Village. To continue on the Appalachian
Trail, go west .34 m. on highway across 2 branches of Carrabassett River and turn right on trail
at
m.
At
m. on right side of road, at second crossing of Carabassett River, are 2 cabins which may
be hired from A. R. Remmick (P. O. Bigelow Village); no meals obtainable, however. To
right, .8 m. from junction of trail to Sugarloaf and Me. Highway 27, is Forest Service Campbell
Field Campground. Carrabassett on the Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad is
approximately 4 miles southeast on Maine Highway 27; accommodations available here.
SECTION 8
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BIGELOW VILLAGE (ME. HIGHWAY 27) TO DEAD RIVER POST OFFICE
(ME. HIGHWAY 16)
SOUTH TO NORTH
DISTANCE 14.58 m.
See last paragraph of preceding section and first three paragraphs of Section 15 (North to South).
This section of Trail commences at Me. Highway 27, .34 m. west of junction of Highway and
trail to Sugarloaf, just west of Carrabassett River.
From Highway (0 m.), opposite residence of A. R. Remmick, ascend wooded ridge along lumber
road. Route is confused by many old lumber roads; use care in following blazes. Cross broad
top of ridge and descend gently through lumbered region. At 1.83 m. turn left on old road
(former highway between Stratton and Kingfield). Take left fork at 2.15 m. Road follows south
shore of flowage of Stratton Pond on right. At 2.54 m. turn right on dirt road. (Passable by
automobiles from Me. Highway 27, 3 m. west of Bigelow Village.) Cross dam at outlet of
Stratton Pond at 2.97 m. and go through campground, following tote-road around west side of
flowage. Take right fork at 3.13 m. At 3.36 m., at far edge of dead timber, take left fork uphill.
(Right is watchman’s trail to Bigelow Col; route is unmarked.) Ascend gradually along tote-road
with telephone wire. (Old sled road parallels course of Trail, forking frequently.)
Pass spring 10 yds. to left at 5.1 m. At 5.91 turn sharp right and cross bridge over brook. (To left
leads .05 m. to ruined G.N.P. lumber camps.) Ascend more steeply through lumbered area on
logging roads and trails toward The Horns Pond. Turn sharp left at 5.98 m. Take right fork at
6.11 m. Pass old crossroad at top of ridge at 6.58 m. (See Section 15 (North to South) for data on
blue-blazed trail along crest of mountain to Cranberry Peak Pond, Cranberry Peak, Arnold’s
Well, The Cave and the First Ledges to Stratton.)
Descend slightly toward The Horns Pond (last water to Col). Within 50 yds. of Pond, at 6.64 m.,
turn right and ascend old logging road in lumbered section. At 6.78 m. leave lumber cuttings and
enter dense stand of spruce and fir, ascending steeply toward the South Horn. At 7.1 m. blueblazed side trail leads left m. from sag between The Horns to the summit of The North Horn.
Reach summit of South Horn (3831 ft.) at 7.18 m. The small cleared summit affords a fine view;
The Horns Pond is below.
Descend steeply for ¼ m. Trail follows close to north side of crest through dense timber. Ascend
from notch at 8.71 m. and skirt north side of rim, just west of main summit. Leave timber at 9.1
m. and ascend rocky slope, reaching, at 9.23 m., summit of West Peak (4,150 ft.). For view and
accommodations at Bigelow Col, see Section 15 (North to South). From West Peak descend to
Bigelow Col at 9.58 m. Ascend, following telephone line, toward East Peak (4,083 ft.). Pass trail
on right at 9.78 m. (Also leads to tower.) At 9.96 m. reach Forest Service Tower on East Peak.
From firetower, Trail descends steeply over ledges. At 10.77 m. reach sag between Little
Bigelow and Bigelow Mountain and turn left. (Ahead blue-blazed side trail leads to Old Man’s
Head. At .1 m. side trail forks; left leads 50 ft. to viewpoint; right leads .04 m. to lower
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viewpoint. Shea Cliff, at east end of the Head, offers opportunities for rock climbing.) Trail
descends, becoming less rough, affording views of Old Man’s Head. Pass water at 11.64 m. and
spring 25 ft. to left at 11.69 m. Descent becomes more gradual. Cross branch of Safford Brook at
11.85 m. Pass, at 11.91 m., blue-blazed side trail to right, leading 50 yds. to The Cascades; small
but beautiful cascades. At 13.03 m. leave old road, bear right and follow telephone line.
At 13.18 m. (elevation 1,149 ft.) turn right on Me. Highway 16. At 13.38 m. pass Dead River
Schoolhouse on left (north). Pass on left at 14.26 m. residence of Bert Witham (accommodations
available here). Reach Dead River Post Office at 14.58 m. Accommodations available at Bert
Witham’s and at Ledge House, 1.2 m. right (south) of Me. Highway 16. Skowhegan, Maine, is
50 m. from Dead River Post Office.
SECTION 16
BIGELOW VILLAGE (ME. HIGHWAY 27) TO JUNCTION OF EAST MADRID
ROAD AND ABANDONED RAILROAD TO BARNJUM
NORTH TO SOUTH
DISTANCE

MILES

See last paragraph of preceding section.
For map of this section of the Trail see U.S.G.S. Stratton and Phillips Quadrangles.
This section of the trail traverses two of the finest mountains along the entire Trail route. From
Bigelow Village (1306 ft.) the Trail ascends gradually to the perfectly symmetrical, bare cone of
Sugarloaf, 4,237 ft., Maine’s second highest mountain. Beyond, the Trail descends through
dense conifers some 700 feet and then crosses Spaulding Mountain, 3,988 ft. From Spaulding the
Trail descends to the sag at the base of Mt. Abraham with an elevation of 3,184 ft. It then climbs
to the long, bare rock crest of Mt. Abraham, 4040 ft. This bare rock ridge, with its abrupt
southern terminus, is very impressive, particularly from the west. The Maine Forest Service
maintains a lookout tower here; the watchman’s trail from the east via Rapid Stream is accessible
from the Salem-West Kingfield Road. From Sugarloaf to Abraham the route is though a virgin
spruce and fir growth. From a rocky summit, south of the firetower, the Trail descends steeply
through a lumbered region to the plateau at the abrupt west base of the mountain. From the old
lumber camps on the plateau between Abraham and Farmer Mountains the Trail follows an old
tote-road down to the abandoned Barnjum Depot Camps on Perham Stream. A quarter of a mile
beyond, a road, passable by automobile, is followed west and south to its crossing (1317 ft.) of
the now abandoned Barnjum branch of the Sandy River and Rangeley Lakes Railroad,
approximately ½ m. north of East Madrid. Accommodations are obtainable at farm of Maurice
Roderick, East Madrid, the first house on road west of Barnjum Depot.
This section of the Appalachian Trail was opened in 1933-4 by Game Warden Helon N. Taylor,
with the assistance of Game Wardens Phillips and Smart. There was no prior trail to Sugarloaf,
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and Mt. Abraham hithertofore was accessible only from the east. By reason of the climbing, this
section is particularly strenuous. Sources of water between Bigelow Village and the upper
Barnjum Camps are infrequent; a canteen should be carried.
This section of the Trail commences in Bigelow Village at Maine Highway 16, just west of
crossing of the highway over second branch of Carrabassett River.
From highway (0 m.) follow trail up north slope of Sugarloaf. Trail ascends gradually. At m. it
comes into burned-over land, known as “The Barrens”, which extend to near the crest. Reach
bare rock summit of Sugarloaf (4237 ft.) at
m. with magnificent panoramic view. From the
summit the Trail bears southwest through a dense growth of spruce and fir. Cross two
intermediate summits and reach lowest point (3450 ft.) between Sugarloaf and Spaulding. At m.
ascend steeply, reaching crest of Spaulding (3988 ft.) at
m. Trail descends to sag (3184 ft.) at
north base of Mt. Abraham at
m. From sag ascend. At m. leave woods and emerge on bare
rock ridge of Mt. Abraham. Follow rock crest southwest. Cross North Peak at m. Reach Forest
Service Tower (4040 ft.) at
m. (Worn watchman’s trail comes in from east from Rapid
Stream; watchman’s cabin is approximately 2 m. from tower. The panoramic view here is
superb.)
From firetower continue southeast on bare rock ridge. At bare summit, at m., turn sharp right,
descending from crest toward old lumber camps, visible on plateau at west base of ridge. Trail
soon comes into lumbered region. Follow old roads and trails southwest toward camps. Turn
sharp left from old road at m. and 50 yds. beyond, at
m., reach old tote-road (0 m.) in front
of lumber camps. Turn sharp right at camps into old tote-road; Farmer Mountain is directly
ahead; splendid view of Saddleback. At .1 m. cross to left bank of Betsy Branch. At .2 m. take
left fork. (Right fork is two-sled road rejoining Trail at 2.52 m.) At .26 m. pass cross-road
(splendid view of Mt. Abraham here). Ten feet beyond crossroad, take right fork. Descend
gradually. At 1.06 m. pass through old campyard; use care in following road through alders
beyond. Descend more steeply. At 2.38 m. cross brook flowing into Betsy Branch. Cross Betsy
Branch at 2.42 m., where brook has washed out the road, with two-sled road (left at .2 m.)
coming in on right. At 2.7 m. come into open field of former Barnjum Depot Camps at end of
railroad grade. Turn right and cross brook at 2.8 m., immediately turning left. (Opposite is locked
game warden’s camp.) Cross Perham Stream at 2.87 m. and ascend worn tote-road. Take right
fork at 2.97 m. (runaround coming in on right at 3.1 m.). Ascend. Come into old field and pass
between old buildings at 3.3 m. (Splendid view here; cars may be driven to this point.) At 3.72
m., at crest of road over Mecham Hill, pass on left, house of Maurice Roderick, P. O. East
Madrid. (accommodations are available here). Road turns sharp left (south) at 4.72 m.
At 5.47 m. reach abandoned grade of Perham [Barnjum] Branch of Sandy River and Rangeley
Lakes Railroad. (The rails and ties have been removed.) The Appalachian Trail turns sharp right
on the railroad grade. East Madrid is approximately ½ m. ahead and approximately 10 miles by
dirt road via Blethen School from Phillips on Maine Highway 4 and the Sandy River and
Rangeley Lakes Railroad. Accommodations available at
Hotel in Phillips.
September 11, 1934. Harrie B. Coe to Myron Avery
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

201

Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of August 31st wasn’t received until September 4th because no mail was delivered
Labor Day. Although this was two days after the trip started, we mailed your release to the
newspapers shown on enclosed list.
September 13, 1934. Myron Avery to Ralph Sterling.
Dear Mr. Sterling:
After I left you at the river I made my way to East Carry Pond without any difficulty. The next
noon I got into Dead River Village and met Game Warden Taylor. Tuesday we went over
Bigelow in the rain and Wednesday morning went as far up on Abraham from Barnjum as we
had time. There was no trouble in following the blazes anywhere. Taylor has done a fine job on
Bigelow and this bunch of four thousand peaks should receive a good deal of attention when the
Trails are finished.
This trip convinced me of one thing and that is that the route between Caratunk and Dead River
will need to be changed. Along the Kennebec, around West Carry Ponds, it is only a spotted line.
A tremendous amount of work will be required to make it into anywhere near a standard trail.
Around the inlet of Middle Carry, new logging operations have ruined the Trail. The logged area
around West Carry is extremely difficult traveling. In addition to getting this in shape, the
maintenance will be a terrible problem each year. In addition, raising of the Dam on Wyman
Lake has flowed out the Trail in two places where it is hard to re-locate. I followed your new
wire where the trail cut up over the ledge and found it to be one of the best stretches along this
section. My only regret is missing East Carry Ponds and the fine view from the old field at West
Carry.
On arriving at Dead River, Taylor and I spent the afternoon looking over another route. The
only compensation of that Black Brook fire was that it made an easy job. We found a tote-road
through a dry “pine” country with no underbrush leading from the C.C.C. Road on Dead River to
within 2 miles of Pierce Pond. It ended at an old set of camps a mile due east from Basin
(Round) Pond. The tote-road will require only painting. No clearing or maintenance at all will
be necessary. It was spotted during the fire. It will make a wonderful trail. We had to turn back
at these camps. (I didn’t find out whose they were.) But a good hauling road continued east and
we were no more than 2 miles from the southwest corner of Pierce Pond. That hauling road may
go nearly to it. At any rate, the labor of cutting a new trail and its maintenance would be far less
than that required around West Carry Pond. I am having sent to you a copy of the U.S.G.S.
Sheet and if you do not know the location of the camps you can get it from that map. It is on the
side branch flowing south into Black Brook. The stream crosses the Fish Pond Trail about half a
mile north. (We talked with the Safford fellows who went with you from Fish Pond to Pierce
Pond and back.) We might even cut into the Fish Pond Trail from the Camps.
Taylor is going back there soon and scout east from the old camps on that hauling road. He is
going to try and make connection at the point where the trail around Pierce Pond turns north at
the southwest corner of the Pond. This would be the shortest course between the lumber camps
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and Pierce Pond. There is a good tote-road and wire from these camps west around the shore of
Basin (Round) Pond to the Camps there, so the new trail will make a direct connection between
Pierce and Basin Ponds.
Taylor will blaze the connection from the lumber camps to the trail around Pierce Pond. As soon
as he does it, I will let you know. He will also paint from Dead River to the lumber camps but
from the Pierce Pond Ferry we shall have to have the help of the Forest Service in changing the
route. Since Martin is familiar with the work, I hope you can have him do it. I am sending some
white paint to you.
Now I understand that you don’t use the regular Pierce Pond Tote-road which shows on the
U.S.G.S. sheets but that you have cut a new road to your Camps which are on the outlet about a
half mile below the Dam. Correct? Also that your road goes up Pierce Pond Stream, paralleling
the present A.T. route for a ways, while the old route bore north at your farm. Is that right?
Now if I am correct on these two points, please tell me the following:
1. In what sort of shape is the old trail shown around the bottom of the Pond?
2. How do we get from your camps to that trail?
We are going to issue a Supplement to the Guidebook as soon as we can get this change cared
for. Taylor has the wheel and said he would measure the change.
It wouldn’t have worked as well if Philbrick had tried to have gone this way last year for he
wouldn’t have hit that splendid tote-road which is the key to the whole situation. It has to be
worked from the west to the east.
I shall appreciate your letting me know what you think of my suggested plan and have any
further information which you can send me.
I confirm what you said about being able to have the trail from the railroad at Moxie to the
Mosquito tote-road thoroughly bushed. It is in terrible shape and if the work can’t be handled,
we should need to shift the route to the Mosquito tote-road. Clearing out for the telephone wire
will in itself remedy much of the trouble but unless the men are ordered to clear the trail in the
spots where it leaves the wire, it will be a bad job. The blazes are very infrequent here and I
hope you will give Martin one of the paint cans and have him put in more blazes from the
railroad to the Mosquito tote-road.
If you can give me any information I shall expect to hear from you. If not, I will write you as
soon as I hear from Taylor that he has spotted from the lumber camp to the trail around Pierce
Pond. He will paint only to the Camps. (Any visible marks going down the bank should be taken
off for half a mile. The sign on the barn will still be useful, however.)
I feel that this change will be a big improvement in this middle section.
I am enclosing an extra copy which you may wish to hand to Martin.
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CC: Stubbs, Greene, Philbrick, Taylor
September 13, 1934. Robert Stubbs to James W. Sewall
Dear Jim:
Relative to the Appalachian Trail and its future here in Maine, I have written to Mr. Myron H.
Avery of the U.S. Shipping Board in Washington, D.C., asking him to write you in detail about
the proposed location for this Trail. Mr. Avery is a Maine man, and one of the strongest
promoters of this Appalachian Trail from Maine to Georgia. He has had a great deal to do with
locating the Trail here in Maine, and he will tell you much better than I could just what its
objectives are. He has just been over the new section of the Trail from Monson to Sugar Loaf
Mountain.
September 13, 1934. Walter Greene to Ronald Gower. [Hand-written]
Dear Ronald:
It was a wonderful day we had with you all. Wouldn’t have missed it for worlds. What a fine
healthy happy high class body of people you had. I felt real proud to feel I had cleared the way
for them. They seemed to have had a great time. Too bad those two strayed. I couldn’t see you
before you left. Hope I do when I come thru Boston.
September 13, 1934. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Co., to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Referring to your letter of August 31.
We have no information in this office of any survey party having cut a line to the top of Jo Mary
Mt. as mentioned in your letter. I think that this must be a mistaken report as I can think of no
reason for anyone doing so.
In regard to operations for this season adjacent to the Appalachian Trail. We have one camp
cutting in the Southwest part of T.3, R.10 near the Abol trail, another camp at Knowlton Pond
T.3, R.10 and three camps on T.2, R.10 one of which is at Hurd Pond, one at Little Hurd and the
other near the old Sourdnahunk Dam. Think these are all the camps that are adjacent to the
Appalachian Trail.
As a matter of curiosity are you interested in collecting postage stamps as I note that your
correspondence often bears evidence to the same.
September 13, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur C. Sylvester
Dear Mr. Sylvester:
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Hikers on the Trail have expressed considerable dissatisfaction with the condition of the Trail
from the Nesowadnehunk Tote-road and around Daicey Pond. Do you think it would be possible
to have the C.C.C. do a bit of clearing over these 2 miles?
CC: Mr. Greene
September 13, 1934. Myron Avery to Charles Hazelhurst
Dear Hazelhurst:
Thanks very much for your detailed letter of September 5th. It is just such suggestions and
reports which will enable us to improve conditions. As far as we possibly can, the conditions
you refer to will be remedied. We hired some work done at Nahmakanta and it should have been
recleared all the way to the Dam. Apparently Bennie had not completed the work.
The delay at Rainbow should never have occurred. It was very annoying. Apparently York
failed to telephone. I am surprised that Clifford attempted to make such a charge.
As to the Pa. thing, if the three months period runs by and nothing is done, I hope that very
quietly the section may be cleaned up and cared for. Miss Dorsey probably has told you of its
present condition.
CC: Greene
September 13, 1934. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford
Dear Mr. Clifford:
Some of the people over the Trail have reported that you have started a new trail to McDougall’s
to avoid the south shore of the Lake. What is the story? If so, will you draw the trail on the
blueprint and send it to us? We will send you a new revised map.
The Philadelphia party reported an easy trip. Their only trouble was at Rainbow. With the
telephone there shouldn’t have been any trouble there in ferrying.
I presume by now the A.M.C. party has passed. I hope things went well with them. The size of
the party was unfortunate, I fear. It made it hard for the campowners. It may have been
necessary to crowd the party in such a way that the crowded accommodations left an unfortunate
impression of the Maine Camps.
I spent 5 days traveling the Trail west from Blanchard over Abraham. I hope to be back in your
section next summer.
CC: Greene
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September 13, 1934. Myron Avery to E. L. York
Dear Mr. York:
I have been getting reports from various parties on the Trail. Some dissatisfaction has been
expressed with the condition of the Trail from the Nesowadnehunk Tote-road to your camps—
particularly the stretch around the Pond. As this link is used by your guests, I am wondering if
you could have a little clearing done on this short section.
The Philadelphia party was very appreciative of your hospitality and enjoyed their visit greatly.
CC: Greene
September 13, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am very sorry not to have been able to get in contact with you on your last trip to Maine, but
have been very busy the past two weeks in the woods with Austin Cary of the U.S.F.S. At your
leisure, I would like to know of your reactions and comments on the new Trail which you
traversed.
In order to promote “The Trail” further, I would suggest that you write to James W. Sewall of
Old Town, who is a Forester in the C.C.C. next to Mr. Violette. Mr. Sewall met Mr. Gower and
some other members of the Club a couple of weeks ago when they were on their Katahdin trip.
He was very favorably impressed with the idea of the Trail, and understands the need for
camping places and huts. I believe we can accomplish a great deal through him.
Please send him books and literature descriptive of what has been accomplished, and outline the
location which we favor between Saddleback and Old Spec. He is very well acquainted with all
the large land owners in Maine, particularly the representatives of Coe & Pingree. You may tell
Mr. Sewall that I have requested you to send him this information.
I would suggest that it would be well for Mr. Gower, or some member of the party recently on
the Mountain, send him an informal letter of comment and appreciation of what has been done in
the Katahdin area and what could be done for “The Trail”. Of course these letters may not be
dictatorial, and they will not need to be, as he is very enthusiastic now.
{Stubbs PS: I talked with Mr. Sewall recently in Rangeley and told him briefly about the trail.
He was supervisor of the C. C. C. Camps and Projects next under Mr. Violette and I believe he is
a liberal Democrat if this means anything.}
{Avery marginal note: Ronald: Please follow out Stubbs suggestions sending Stubbs and me a
copy of letters. See my letters to Sewall. Please return this.}
September 13, 1934. Myron Avery to Helon Taylor:
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Dear Helon:
I duly arrived in Washington County and am now back in Washington.
I have arranged to have a gallon of white and blue, each, sent you right away. Also I am sending
you some of the maps which you don’t have. Am sending Phillips a Phillips Quadrangle also.
I saw Professor Sawyer in Lewiston. He knows Pat Smart well. He is going to make another trip
to Old Blue and Elephant this fall. 1 don’t think there is any doubt but what he and the Bates
Boys will carry on the work. I told him to start at the top of Saddleback and work west,
connecting with you fellows there. That gives a definite tie-in.
I am enclosing draft of the trail data for the 2 sections, written in both directions. You will note
on the Sugarloaf to Barnjum the gap in distances which I expect to fill in from your
measurements. Add anything of interest which occurs to you.
If you get the speedometer distance from Phillips to the railroad, give it to me.
I wrote Stubbs and told him all that had been done and urged him to get the number of C.C.C.
workers increased to 10 and have them cover all the trails - even on Abraham. Also I urged him
to have built next year a lean-to at Horns Pond.
I also wrote Sterling and told him about the change. As soon as you have a chance to scout from
the camp to Pierce Pond, I will write him about clearing to the Camp. I will wait to hear from
you on this.
A pair of shears is wanted at Moxie Pond. Would you do us the favor of mailing the pair which
you have to J. M. Harris, Troutdale Cabins, The Forks P.0., Maine, and advise us of the cost.
I am counting on seeing you another year and sometime going back to Kibby. I certainly enjoyed
the trip with you and am glad to have had the opportunity of seeing you.
September 13, 1934. Myron Avery to E. S. Steele, East Carry Pond
Dear Mr. Steele:
1 have sent under separate cover a copy of the Maine Guide. I trust that you receive this copy.
I arrived in Dead River just before noon. Warden Taylor met me and we continued over Bigelow
to Abraham. There are a group of five peaks over four thousand feet in elevation here which will
attract much attention as soon as the trails are finished.
I had no trouble in following the spots to Dead River although the lumbering around the inlet of
Little Carry has wrecked the Trail. The going through the lumbered area at the foot of West
Carry is slow and hard. This stretch of trail and the three miles along the bank of the Kennebec
would require a great deal of labor to put it in condition as a trail. The maintenance would be a
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real problem. Taylor and I found a remarkably good tote-road to within a mile of Pierce Pond.
We have concluded that it will be necessary to change the route from Caratunk to the shorter
course, where there will be no maintenance problem. We shall have the change made this fall.
The old spots and markers will remain but we break the connection. My regret in changing the
route--and it is a real one--will be to miss East Carry Pond Camps and the view from West Carry
Pond. These advantages--big as they are—can’t outweigh the problems of condition of the Trail.
This middle section will be the least used, anyway.
With regret that you will not be on our route and regards to yourself and Mrs. Steele,
September 14, 1934. Myron Avery to J. M. Harris
Dear Mr. Harris:
I duly completed my trip to Saddleback—with the benefit of two days’ rain. The game wardens
are doing a splendid job there. These five four-thousand foot peaks will attract a good deal of
attention.
I am having two quarts of white paint sent to you and the pair of long-handled pruning shears
sent to Bill, as promised. I shall keep after the Forest Service about the east side of Moxie
Mountain and get that cleared up. Then with the work which Bill promised to put in, the Moxie
Mountain section should be in good order.
I am glad to have seen you and sorry not to have had more time at Moxie. Please let me know if
the shears or paint are not forthcoming within three weeks.
Am enclosing copy of revised trail description.
September 14, 1934. Myron Avery to Harry Davis
I presume you duly received the revised copy of the Bodfish to Moxie Map. I am making a
number of changes around Moxie Mountain.
I covered the trail from Blanchard to the base of Saddleback-- about ninety miles in four and a
half days. We are going to relocate the Trail between Caratunk and Dead River. The game
wardens are doing a fine job there. There are six peaks here over four thousand feet in height and
they should attract a good deal of attention.
I think the worst section on the entire trail is from about the Marble Brook Tote-road to the fire
tower. From the Pond to the mountain is particularly bad. It is rough anyway, due to lumbering.
There is a week’s work for two men there. In addition, as you probably know, the telephone line
along the Trail is badly grown in. The work on the line would clear a lot of the Trail. There are
four big logs on the wire too.
In addition, the blazes are too few. I wish you would let me know if you plan to have any work
done here and can have this really cleared out. The travel on the Trail this year has been from
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Katahdin to Monson. Next year they will hit the middle section. They won’t want to go far
unless Moxie can be really cleaned up. It is a great mountain, though. We will send a quart of
paint on the chance that you can get more blazes put in.
September 14, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Stubbs:
Further to my letter of September 7th.
I want to get some photos for the stories on Bigelow, Abraham, etc. I know of no photos except
yours. You have some fine ones—some of which you have sent me. I wonder if you would be
disposed to loan me your negatives to make the necessary prints. You have a fine one of Abram.
I would like to get a picture which really represents Bigelow’s impressiveness.
Would you also have another Rangeley District Map to replace the one I used up? Were the
corrections which Sawyer turned in made on the tracing?
September 18, 1934. Martin Kilpatrick, Philadelphia Trail Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
I enclose my comments on the guidebook, for the second part of our trip. The most important
correction is probably the side trail to Dore’s. With Dore’s help I have drawn it in, as it should
be, on my map. (Please return the map to me.) The side trail is well blazed, and Dore has
promised to bush it out. My notes follow:
At 8.8 m. turn right on blue-blazed side trail to Dore’s Camps. Trail bears down hill, in a
generally northwest direction. At 2.2 m., slight ascent. At 3.2 m, turn right into grassy lane, and
shortly after cross lane coming in on right. At 3.4 m. reach Dore’s Camps on west end of Long
Pond.
Corrections for Guidebook
Page 43, 3rd paragraph. Change “At 7.2 m. reach sag—“ to “At 6.7 m. reach sag—“. Note:
York’s trail is well marked.
Page 43, after next to last paragraph, insert “Blue-blazed trail, at 9.8 m., to view.”
Page 43, last paragraph. Should read “At 10.3 m. blue-blazed trail leads left app. .2 m. to Cloud
Pond on south slope of Barren Mtn.” (Note change from .5 to .2 m.)
Page 48, 2nd paragraph. Insert “From Jim White’s Lookout side trail continues .4 m. to Wilson
Cliffs. View.”
Page 49, 3rd paragraph. It is now Maine Highway 15, not 105.
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Our only long day on the Trail was from York’s on Long Pond to Dore’s. We left York’s at 8:30
and arrived at Dore’s at 6:30 P.M. This included all side trails and over half an hour on the
summit of Chairback, and the same on the summit of Third Mt.
Mrs. Kilpatrick and I certainly are grateful to you for writing as you did to the camps. It made
our reception much more cordial I know. Altogether, we couldn’t have had a finer trip; we are
going to remember those days in the woods, those late afternoons of paddling, those fine meals at
the camps, for a long while. It was a bully trip.
{Copy: Greene, Comey, Stubbs, Gower}
September 18, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
I am sending you another map of the Western section of the State. I have not had time to
incorporate the changes which Mr. Sawyer outlined, but I hope to do so this winter. Meantime,
if you have a chance to get hold of the Photostat of the Rangeley quadrangle, I wish you would
send it to me, subject to my attention, and I will try and incorporate changes from this.
I am referring to you in this letter Mr. Henry Judkins of Wilton, Maine, who has recently written
us, stating that he would like to cooperate in Trail work here in Maine. I do not know anything
about him. He says he has been with Camp Kineowatha in Wilton. He may be of great
assistance in helping some of the Game Wardens to locate the Trail. I have also suggested that
he write to Mr. Fogg of the Eastern States Mt. Club, this being the only active mountain club in
the State, outside of the Bates Outing Club.
As I am quite busy now, I will try and write you more fully at a later date.
September 19, 1934. Arthur C. Sylvester, U. S. Dept. of Interior, Office of National Parks,
Buildings, and Reservations, State Park Emergency Conservation Work, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am suggesting a correction in proposed Supplement for page 18, At the intersection of the new
and old Hunt trails one does not TURN SHARP RIGHT. This angle is slight and the trail merely
bears to the right. We are relocating the Abol trail along the old Abol cut-off. This will reduce
the mileage quite a good bit. The old Sewall cabin at the foot of the Slide has been repaired with
new roof, floor and windows. We have added a new latrine and refuse pit. This camp now is one
of the most desirable in the region,
Glad to learn that the wheel reached you safely.
I expect to be driving in to Foster's Field soon and will record the mileage from forks of Togue
Pond Road to Abol and Hunt trails.
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The shelter at elevation 2155 was completed about six weeks ago. I am enclosing a picture of it.
There are four of these at the Katahdin Stream Campsite.
It seems that we shall have a camp on the East side of the mountain next year to develop
Chimney Pond, horse trail, parking areas, etc. The National Park Service are willing to take over
the Millinocket Camp for this work providing Mr. Violette is in favor. I expect to see Mr.
Violette this week about this. The Millinocket camp should be a National Park Camp as it is
already engaged in park work. The Park Service will be able to supply additional funds and a
trained man to supervise the work. I am hoping to have complete plans drawn up this Winter for
the camps, water supply, refuse, etc. A study should be made to decide whether the camps should
be at Chimney Pond or Basin Ponds.
We have had trouble with people removing the metal markers from the trail, driving the nails fast
into the trees, etc. The Hunt trail has been cleared out up to the timberline. The trails on the
tableland will soon be completely marked with cairns and paint. Will try to replace damage done
to trail markers.
The Baxter State Park S.P.#2 Camp is already pressed for time to complete its project this Fall.
The camp is due to move by October 15th. I cannot promise you that the trail from York's to
Katahdin Stream will be cleared out this Fall. However, on my next trip I will try to get a detail
to do this work. This particular stretch of trail is very poorly marked. I have had difficulties
going over it myself.
Mr. Baxter, Mr. Sewall, Mr. March and myself met Mr. Gower & A.M.C. party at the Togue
Pond Camps the evening of September first. We all had a grand time talking over a possible
development at Chimney or Basin Ponds. This project has just got to go thru. I shall be glad to
know the reaction of Mr. Gower and the A.M.C. regarding our work this Summer also proposed
work.
CC: Baxter, Gower, Sewall
September 19, 1934. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall.
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Mr. Gower of the Appalachian Mountain Club party has written of his very pleasant
conversation with, you in company of Ex-Governor Baxter and Mr. Sylvester. The same mail
brings a letter from Forest Supervisor Stubbs, suggesting that I send you the literature on the A.T.
project. We have sent under separate cover to you, the following:
1. THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL. This publication explains the nature of the general trail project.
2. GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. This guidebook details the route of
the trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow.
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3. GUIDE TO THE A.T. IN NEW ENGLAND. This guide explains the contemplated route
between Bigelow and Grafton Notch.
4. CLIMBING MT. KATAHDIN
We plan to issue this fall a Supplement to the Guidebook to cover the changes. Side trails have
been cut to the Gulf, Joe Mary Mountain, Big Wilson Cliffs and Potawadjo [sic] Ridge. In
addition, Game Warden Taylor has extended the trail from Bigelow to the top of Sugarloaf. He
and other Game Wardens expect to carry the trail, this fall, beyond the crest of Saddleback. I
have also enclosed a report of Professor Sawyer, who scouted the trail from Baldpate to
Saddleback, together with a map made by Professor Sawyer. You will note the uncertainty of the
exact route to be used in crossing Old Blue. Mr. Sawyer plans another trip this fall to work out
the route here.
On Bigelow, after Game Warden Taylor swamped the route and roughly cleared it, a detail of 5
C.C.C. boys widened and improved the trail. They are now working at Stratton Pond toward The
Horns. Bigelow is an enormous mountain and the new trails there should attract much attention.
The same is true of the other peaks in this vicinity, - Sugarloaf, Abraham and Saddleback, which
the Trail traverses. It is our hope that the C.C.C. work can be utilized on all of these peaks, for
the combination of their widening and improving after Game Warden Taylor’s rough clearing
and blazing, makes an ideal trail. Some sections of these mountains, in the lumbered areas,
should be cleared out each year. In addition, a shelter should be built at The Horns Pond in order
to make Bigelow readily accessible. At the present time the detail of C.C.C. boys working on the
trail numbers 5. It would help the work greatly if this number could be doubled and instructions
given to cover all of the trails cut by Game Warden Taylor, in addition to that on Bigelow.
We plan to issue a map and story on the Bigelow trails in the near future.
I realize that I have inflicted quite a mass of literature upon you, but Supervisor Stubbs tells me
that you are interested in the project and as it is a long trail, there is quite a bit to be said about it.
By reason of your position with the C.C.C. Camps, there is a great deal which can be done from
this source. I suppose you have seen the stories in the last edition of In The Maine Woods. Are
you by any chance the Sewall who graduated from Bowdoin some years back?
I shall be very glad to hear from you after you have had an opportunity to look over this
literature. I have just come back from a trip over The Trail from Blanchard to Saddleback.
CC: Stubbs, Greene
September 21, 1934. Myron Avery to Henry Judkins, Wilton, Maine
Dear Sir:
I have received your letter of September 15th addressed to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
Forest Supervisor Robert G. Stubbs has also written me that you had written the Forestry
Department, expressing your interest in the project.
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To answer your inquiry about the Trail, I have sent, under separate cover, a copy of Publication
No. 5, which describes the Trail route generally, and a copy of the Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine, which describes the completed trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow. From
Bigelow, Game Warden Helon N. Taylor has extended the trail to Sugarloaf. With the assistance
of Game Wardens Frank Phillips and Pat Smart, he expects this fall to complete the Trail to the
summit of Saddleback. From Saddleback to the Andover-B Hill Road, Professor W. H. Sawyer,
Jr., of Bates College, Lewiston, scouted the route last summer. However, the route over Old Blue
and Elephant has to be worked out more carefully. Are you in any way familiar with that region?
Professor Sawyer plans to make another trip to this region to look over the region around Old
Blue and I am sending your letter to him, hoping that he may be able to see you.
Assistance in this region would be of great help.
This is, as you probably know, a volunteer project, in which the workers contribute their labor
because of their interest in the project.
I enclose a copy of Professor Sawyer’s report, which I wish you would return as it is my last
copy. If you know any of this country we shall be very glad to hear from you about it.
Assuring you of our appreciation of your interest.
CC: Stubbs, Fogg, Sawyer
Sawyer: The enclosed may lead to some help in the region. If you can see him, will you please
do so?
September 21, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred A. Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
I am enclosing an original and carbon of a short story of a section of the trail reached from the B.
& A. Railroad. It is accompanied by four photographs and a sketch map. The two photos from
Moxie make a panorama but I doubt if you could get a cut made this way.
Independently of this article, for use elsewhere in the booklet, I enclose 4 other photos: Katahdin,
Turner, The Traveler and The Spencers. Please see the legends attached.
As previously requested, I sent you, in the summer, a note on the Guidebooks to the Trail in
Maine. I have also sent you an article on the Gulf by Greene.
I suggest strongly that a cut of our A.T. map from Katahdin to Pleasant River would be a decided
addition to In the Maine Woods since it embraces so much of the B. & A. Railroad territory and
gives a first class map. If you decide to use it please advise me without fail, so I may send the
latest edition.
Your Katahdin plates need revision, too.
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September 21, 1934. Myron Avery to Arthur C. Sylvester
Dear Mr. Sylvester:
Thank you very much for your letter of September 19th. I appreciate greatly your keeping me
informed. I would now be very much lost at Katahdin except for you.
I am making the correction suggested by you as to the angle of the new link of the Hunt Trail.
My travels over the A.T. carried me as far west as the valley between Saddleback and Abraham.
There is a fine group of 8 four-thousand foot peaks there.
The work on the Abol Trail gives me something more to add to the Guidebook. I suppose that
the old, lower Abol Trail won't get much use from now on.
Will you therefore include the Abol Cut-Off and Old Abol lumber camps when you get the
distance from the forks of the road to the Abol and Hunt Trails?
Many thanks for the Shelter photo. It looks entirely adequate.
The work at Katahdin is just reaching the stage where, if continued, it will adequately care for
the region. It would be a great loss if you are unable to continue your efforts to make adequate
arrangements at Chimney Pond. Who in the Park Service at Washington has supervision over the
question?
September 21, 1934. Myron Avery to Martin Kilpatrick
Dear Kilpatrick:
Many thanks for your letter of September 18th. Your thoughtfulness in bearing in mind to check
the Dore trail is most helpful. I appreciate, too, your care in checking the Guidebook so carefully.
Your map is enclosed.
1 am enclosing the corrected lower half of page 43. Greene must have added another side trail at
9.8 m. 1 guessed the wrong sag as the one into which York's trail comes. Apparently it is not the
one directly below Fourth but farther east or north. You recall both sags?
I am curious to know how you determined your distances particularly to Dore's, with so much
accuracy.
Under separate cover 1 have sent copies of the latest editions of the maps. The Whitecap is being
traced. At 9.8 m., how far does that side trail go and to which side?
It is a source of very real pleasure to all of us that your trip was to your satisfaction. We hope
you will try more of the Maine trail another year.
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CC: Walter Green
September 23, 1934. Walter Greene to Myron Avery. [19 pages hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Last Friday week, I went to the L. W. Camp. ground with a nice couple staying here and Mrs.
Stockton. She engineered the party so I got a lift. I was afraid I wouldn’t get over and meet the
big party. Wonderful day. They got there about noon. Had stayed two nights at Dore’s.
Wonderfully fine high class body of people all seemed healthy and happy and in good condition
and reported a great time. This trip ought to do much for the trail. Most had cameras, and no
doubt some good pictures were gotten. Why not check up on that. They may have gotten some
of the Gulf. I headed them up to Whyte’s and the cliffs and to the falls, which they said was one
of the finest sights in the trip. Left them about five as they were all in a big run and going to
Monson. I and my friends had a great afternoon with them. Wish I could have known some of
them better. All seemed in good condition.
Since I got back from Joe Mary have been working hard on the camps. Remember I have 3 of
them and they are all crying for help. Have done no work on them for two summers and that
won’t work in this climate. Have built also repaired platforms and bulkheads, steps, boats, floats,
and still have the Buttermilk camp’s roof to paint as well as the roofs of my camp here. Also
have been busy working up wood. My soft and hard wood stacks are below normal. This in
addition to household chores and cooking so I’ve been a busy baby but I’ve not forced it, and am
feeling and sleeping fine. Getting fed up on the house tho, and if it weren’t for my friend
Webber who rents my other camp I think I would get away. He’s getting old and crochety and I
think somewhat difficult. If I went no doubt he would. He leaves at the end of the week. I’m
speculating what to do. I would like to wander for a few days without any responsibilities. Had
thot of a trip over to the notch and then over 4th to Long Pond, Joe Budreau’s and to Yoke.
Would see the condition of the trail. Am anxious to know if that ¾ m. from Guy’s to Logan
Brook could be relocated. It’s well cut out, but I’m afraid in wet weather it’s bad—Gower
reported it so. Jesse and I looked out high ground to the south of it but it was an awful tangle.
Wonder if we could come down either along Logan Brook.
I should go into Savage Mills neighborhood and may do that or else let it go until Spring. I’m
undecided. The days are wonderful and I resent being pinned down here but it can’t be helped.
This work just had to be done. My next door neighbors the Arnolds are coming up this week.
They are very close friends. Count on my being here I suppose. That might delay me a few days.
The weather has been wonderful. No wind, warm, but a good deal of rain. We are all sitting out
on the Packard porch tonight and the mosquitoes were busy.
Bodfish was filled up with wood cutters, so the party stayed at Dore’s. It was good. I think if the
party had gone by Drew’s it might have had some repercussions. The trail is marked right X
their property. Sending you Guilford Register. Got the 3 copies of the article. Don’t know
whether you want me to keep them or not. Let me know. No further corrections. Reads well.
Hope it’s accepted. Why not get in touch with that Saddle Club and see what they intend to clear.
Did you hear from Daicey Pd. York if they would fix that trail. Wonder ???.
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My original plan at Rainbow was for Clifford to have a flagstaff over at the landing. So when
parties come they can raise some kind of a conspicuous flag. I think it’s a good idea and will
prevent a repetition of trouble. As you say no doubt we will have to have that 4 m. stretch cut
ourselves, altho the camp owners have had quite a profit this season. They might help some.
Still if we had done it this year, as you regret not doing if this new trail to Namakanty is put thru
and is feasible why that money would have been wasted. I hope it is. The trail even from the
dam to McD’s is usually wet and grassy. I always hated that stretch. It’s not interesting either.
I’ll await news of the new trail.
Did you hear or Gower reported that Berry had cleared about 3 m. at Namakanty. Was going to
do the other 4 this season. Didn’t know he had that far to go. If he does we are getting a lot for
our $7.50. My checks came from the Bank a day ago. The boy hasn’t cashed his yet. I laughed
when I heard Mrs. McDonald had painted the blue line. Read Hazelhurst’s letter with great
interest. Liked him. Sorry I missed that party. Now listen Myron, Potter kept me up late the
night before and I was up at 5 to get away. So I wasn’t feeling so chipper. I tell you the truth. I
was tired, yes. The job was heavy, but well within myself. Not a bit like last year. You must
put that picture out of your mind. It won’t happen again. My real heavy work I feel is over now
and the future work of maintenance need not be a strain. Don’t see how Kilpatrick had difficulty
following the trail. The Gower party didn’t except at York’s. It’s all in the guide book. I still
think we should spot this country more heavily than in more settled countries. I’m wrong! You
had written over the typewriting. I see now Kilpatrick in his letter to H. said they had no
difficulty in following. Still Doc on that Namakanty Rd. was putting them about an 1/8 of a m.
apart when I spoke of it. The big party spoke particularly of the view from Potaywadjo Ridge.
Guess that’s a good addition. It’s open, no trouble keeping it up. Potter will see to that I’m sure.
My idea about going around Rainbow was tentative. I’m not keen for the job, but these water
jumps are liable to cause trouble, and it’s not seven miles. It’s between 4 and 5. The flag idea is
good tho. I would in that situation have built a heavy smudge. So would you have. Where’s that
logical mind of yours. So you thot one man could cut the Gulf in 3 or 4 days and you know
Maine woods. No one can figure what they are up against when the country is strange to them.
It could have been done more quickly if the Hermitage hadn’t fallen down on me at the last
moment. 9 m. a day took away a lot of the working time. 3 or 4 days. Wait until you see it.
You’re the captain, but darn it I stick to my belief that the Gulf is and will be a tremendous asset
to the trail. That and Joe Mary Mt. Gives us something to work with. Something new and big
and what is the App. Trail for but to compass the big things on its route. We can get additional
publicity out of them, some now some next summer. I’ll prophesy the State will some day
develop the Gulf. What it needs in places is some of the timber on the sides taken out, hard
wood mostly.
They report now the C.C.C. rd. from Kokadjo has reached Sherman’s and that they intend to
bring it down the river to the I.W.’s. There’s been quite a lot accomplished this summer and
quite a little work on the main trail. It’s only a year old. Next year I’ll apply all time to it and
God willing do a lot on it. The paint wherever I’ve seen it is in first class shape. Don’t worry
about it. Don’t be so “Sob”. Remember the other lawyer sometimes has a good case. Remember
these side trails I cut are well cut out at the sides and are not growing in again in a hurry. The
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zig-zag at Hebron I would cut in a minute if I could get over the old bugaboo of transportation.
Will have to buy a $15.00 Ford I’m afraid. I think I may get over when the Arnolds come. Was
Cook’s crack about the stamps a dig in any way? Hope you can get Sewall to help. I read with
great interest of the work South altho the country is all Greek to me. How much finished trail
will be tacked on this year. They will have to be for travelers to go over these mts. When do
you go next and how, and how long do you stay? I won’t have to write any more books for a
while, any way, and miss reading my Sat. eve. Post. Will leave here I think about the middle of
Oct. We will fore gather as soon as we can. I long ago found out trying to get any wheres by
writing is not the most satisfactory thing in the world. People have to sit down together and
discuss the pros and cons and explain things. Do I keep these maps? Let me hear from you. All
my best.
September 24, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred Hennessy, Secretary, Bangor Chamber of
Commerce
My dear Mr. Hennessy:
I enclose with illustrations and sketch map, an article on the Gulf of Pleasant River by Walter D.
Greene. I think you will find it of interest to your readers.
September 24, 1934. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Yours of Sat. We came through 100% right on schedule, had a great time. Have been prevented
from writing you by pressure of events, as our local business here is going through one of its
periodical spasms which means day and night for me. Do not attribute it to any lack of interest.
Thanks for your letters and notices, they have been helpful and appreciated. Will do my utmost
to find time to write tomorrow. Hastily.
P.S. Seen Kate Lenoir?
September 24, 1934. Charles H. Warner to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The A. M. C. trip over the A.T. in Maine is now a matter of history. You will doubtless have a
detailed report from Ron but perhaps you may be interested in a few of my own reactions.
The trip was eminently successful in every way, due to most careful planning and to the fine
spirit and cooperation shown by every participant.
All along the line we were very nicely taken care of and I imagine it is a new experience for
those camps to have eighteen transients drop in on them. At Boudreau’s we had to split the
party—eight remaining there and ten going on to Chadwick’s The eight of us who stopped at
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Boudreau’s were delighted with him and the evening we spent with him and Jesse Burns. We
are now charter members of the “Boudreau—Burns Club”.
The trip over Whitecap also over the Chairback Range and Barren were most interesting, favored
as we were with good visibility and unusual panoramic views.
As you probably know, we met Walter Greene at Little Wilson camp ground and he very kindly
devoted some hours to showing off the beauty spots in that region—the Falls, Gorge, etc. I was
very glad to meet him and shall welcome any fuller opportunity to extend the acquaintance.
Of the trail in general, I was greatly impressed by the thoroughness with which it has been
marked. One would have to be careless indeed to go astray. A particularly fine job. The same
applies to Greene’s blue trails to scenic points, etc.
I shot off quite a few pictures but have not as yet had opportunity to have them developed.
With best regards and hoping to see you sometime during the fall or winter,
September 24, 1934. Helon Taylor to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yours of Sep’t. 13th received. I am sending shears to Mr. Harris today. I have not done any
more between Sugarloaf and Abram. I have finished spotting the side trail from Horns Pond on
Bigelow to Stratton. I will send you the measurements on that soon. I have made two trips to
Pierce Pond. The only way I could find that was possible for a trail was to swing north from the
camps we were to on that 2 sled road and hit the Fish Pond Trail. It is much longer than
expected. That swamp swings around to the north shore more than is given on the map and is
impassable for a trail.
I was surprised to find tho that the Fish Pond trail stays on the south side of Pierce Pond Mt. I
believe it was given on the North side on your map. I came back via Fish Pond, Round Pond and
over that road Bert Witham told us about and it is two miles longer than the way we planned to
go.
I stayed over night at Sterling’s Camps. I talked with Mr. Elmer Sterling (brother of Ralph
Sterling) and he seemed very much interested.
Where we followed the C.C. boys’ spots along the edge of the swamp a mile or so from the
lumber camps, I found the tote road kept higher up on the ridge and is much better. The trail
around Pierce Pond from Lindsay Cove to the camps is pretty tough but Sterling said they would
fix it up.
I think this is a good dry trail and easy to keep up. It seems to be the best way to get through to
Pierce Pond. The only question is if it is not too long a distance.
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I am sending you the trail data and if you decide to use this route let me know and I will mark as
far as the old camps. Mr. Sterling said they would meet me there.
If there is anything I have left out let me know and correct any mistakes I make so I can do better
on the Sugarloaf to Abram section.
Hope I shall see you again next year and that you will have better weather than you did this time.
Start at Dead River Post Office. Follow C.C.C. road.
0.71 Oscar Brann’s Camps
1.10 West Carry Pond road turns off to the right
1.95 Cross Bog Brook
3.50 Enter Joe Farm. C.C.C. Camps here.
3.97 Leave Joe Farm
4.05 Cross Pond Stream
5.00 Murtha’s Camps. Leave C.C.C. road here and take tote road.
5.51 Road to left, goes to foot of Long Falls
5.78 Road comes in from right.
5.79 Road turns off to left.
5.87 Road comes in from left.
5.99 Road comes in from right.
6.13 Turn sharp to right. Road straight ahead goes to Dead River Dam.
6.55 Enter small burn.
6.68 Leave burn.
6.75 Cross Cold Stream.
7.51 Old road to right.
7.53 Old road comes in from right.
8.44 Road to left goes to Round Pond.
8.49 Cross old 2 sled road. Old fallen down camp on left.
8.65 Cross Beaver Brook.
9.23 Old clearing. Old well. Cross town line.
9.30 Road to right.
9.42 Road to right.
10.26 Road with telephone wire comes in from left.
10.40 Old lumber camps. 3 large on right, 4 small on left. Turn to left between 3rd & 4th camps
and follow trail.
10.43 Enter old 2 sled road.
10.91 Leave 2 sled road and enter trail going straight ahead over small hill. Also cross another 2
sled road here.
11.14 Leave lumber works.
11.41 Enter Fish Pond trail and turn sharp right.
11.76 Spring
12.00 Spring
12.17 Top of ridge.
12.95 Enter small clearing
13.00 Leave clearing
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13.23 Trail forks. Left goes to Lindsay Cove. Trail to right leaving at 13.23 goes around the
pond to Sterling’s Camps {6.31}
13.29 Pierce Pond. Lindsay Cove
13.29 Cross brook {6.24}
13.37 Strike telephone wire.
13.48 Cross old road {6.05}
13.53 Old camp clearing {6.00}
13.62 Cross brook {5.92}
14.40 Cross brook
15.92 Strike good trail at foot of Pierce Pond
16.03 Cross stream. Water fall to left.
16.18 Enter camp yard
16.24 Sterling’s Guides Camp. 3 ½ miles farther to Kennebec River.
{From 11.76 “Spring” use revised data Taylor letter Nov. 1.}
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September 25, 1934. James W. Sewall, Forester, United States Emergency Conservation
Work, Maine Forest Service, Old Town, Maine to Myron Avery
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Dear Mr. Avery:
I have your letter of the 19th inst. with enclosures and with blueprint.
The season is late now to do much extensive trail work in the high country, more particularly on
account of Army restrictions on side camps and the lack of very portable equipment. However, I
do not see why with the coming season, provided the C.C.C. is still in existence, definite trail
projects could not be outlined and approved which would help materially on both the main
Appalachian trail and on side trails therefrom.
The present location of C.C.C. camps over which I have some jurisdiction, and which might do
some trail work in the locality of the Mt. Katahdin and White Mountains, are as follows:
Rangeley: Flagstaff: Greenville: and Millinocket.
I hope, but of course we are not sure, to get a Park camp established on the east side of Mt.
Katahdin at the Depot this coming summer. We are getting a road passable for automobiles to
that point and one can now go to about a mile beyond Windy Pitch. We have put in temporary
bridges, swamped out the present road slightly and done some patching. Of course we hope later
to make this road better but just at present are attempting to get a method of approach to the
Depot which would allow the establishment of a summer park camp there.
I suggest that at your leisure during the next few months you make out a definite list of projects
which you would like to get incorporated into our work from the above named camps, giving the
points of beginning and ending of each piece of trail or side trail; the length thereof in miles as
near as you can approximate it, and a statement of just what needs to be done. I will then attempt
to get these proposals properly looked up and accepted and we will do what we can on them this
next summer.
Mr. Stubbs told me that there was some difficulty in getting privilege of crossing some of the
townships south of the Rangeley Lake country. If you will tell me just what townships these are
and what has been done about this I will be glad to discuss the matter with the owners, whom I
undoubtedly know, and see if I can be of any assistance in obtaining privilege of crossing. I
think that I know the class of people who travel the Appalachian trail and can possibly be of
some help in convincing the land owners that they are not opening up the country to a group
which would increase fire risk.
It is hard for us to plan much ahead on C.C.C. work because we do not know what the setup will
be after next April. However, we may as well plan what we can and hope for the best.
I was graduated from Bowdoin College in 1906.
With personal regards, I am yours very truly,
CC: Greene, Stubbs, Gower, Helon Taylor, {copy to Sawyer}
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September 25, 1934. Henry Judkins, Camp Kineowatha, Wilton, Maine to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Your letter of Sept. 21, 34 received thank you for same. I am not familiar as far north as Old
Blue and Elephant head. Was hoping the trail was going over Mt. Blue of Weld then to Jackson
and Tumbledown Mt. to Swift River, but perhaps some time a side trail can go to them.
I am willing to go anywhere to work on the trail on a few day’s notice.
After Oct. first my address will be Dryden, Me.
I am returning the Sawyer report, under separate cover. Thanks for same. Somehow I did not
receive the Guide to Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow. I have written a letter to
Mr. Sawyer hoping there will be work on the trail soon and that it will be completed this fall.
September 28, 1934. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Thank you very much for your cordial letter of September 25th. I am very much delighted to
know that you feel that there is a good possibility of being able to utilize the C.C.C. Camps—if
they are in existence next year—on projects of benefit to the Appalachian Trail and its side trails.
I was also glad to know that you feel you will be able to assist us in our problem of crossing the
land of The Brown Company.
As you suggest, at the first opportunity—and I hope to be able to do it before I leave for the west
coast—I will make up a very specific list of projects and forward them to you for your
consideration. The camp at Rangeley is very conveniently located for much of the work which
needs to be done.
My class at Bowdoin was 1920. I have a recollection of having seen in the catalogue of the Psi
Upsilon the name of a Sewall from Old Town. Perhaps it was your name.
I feel sure that with your interest and assistance we can work out several things which will be of
much benefit to both the state and the Trail.
CC: Greene {this copy to Sawyer}, Stubbs, Gower, Taylor
September 29, 1934. Myron Avery to The Director, Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.
{Same letter to U.S.G.S.}
Dear Sir:
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I have been informed that a party of U.S. Engineers recently occupied the summit of Joe Mary
Mountain in the central part of Maine by working on a secondary triangulation.
Will you advise me if these engineers were from your Bureau? If so, will you kindly advise me
whether or not the elevation of Joe Mary, or any of the surrounding mountains, was obtained by
this party.
September 29, 1934. Fannie H. Eckstorm to Myron Avery
My dear Myron Avery:
Thank you for the publicity paper on the Gulf region. Though I never was there I realize it no
doubt is a place which should attract attention and to make it accessible is a public service.
The term Hagas or Hagus has been familiar to me since childhood and I have tried to find out the
origin of it; but neither my father nor I have got an explanation which satisfies.
It is used not only of the Gulf but was an ordinary term fifty years and more ago for any
particularly tangled and impenetrable place in the woods. "A regular hagus hole" was one
expression; "got down in a hagus hole” gave a definite idea of the country, which to me pictured
a blow-down in a cedar swamp, though that probably comes from association with some incident
my father was telling. I do not associate it with burned land, nor with the wreck left by a tornado
— the idea I have is of natural decay, perhaps with some old lumberman’s work. But such
impressions have little value.
The best explanation I have ever heard was from a New Brunswick man who said he thought it
might be the Scotch "Haggis", or blood pudding, made up of all the refuse parts of the animal, a
mere hodge-podge.
You have it for what it is worth. It is not Indian , and that may really help a little.
Somewhere I have a folder of stuff laid aside for you, which includes the article on Sowangawas.
I have been too busy this summer to look it through and send it. You see there are no useful
secretaries in my office; everything from dishes and furnace to literature has to pass through my
own capable hands, and there is not time enough in a day to do all the day’s duties. I appreciate
your patience with me, but no one else is put off as you are. Say, I mean well.
If you can get the last (September) copy of the New England Quarterly (published in Boston,
Box C, Astor Station) you will find in it a long article by me on "The Norridgewock Fight". In it
I have undertaken to show that the always accepted story of the death of Father Rasles was pure
humbug; that the head of the Jesuits (de la Chasse), Governor Vaudreuil and Charlevoix made up
the whole thing to save the face of the French; that Rasles was warned by an Indian medicine
man in time to have saved the whole mission, and that had the attack happened, even a few hours
different, the results might have been different; had it been delayed a little longer the homes of
the English would have been ravaged by a great war raid. Probably the Jesuits will not like it; but
they are not likely to call attention to it, for the very good reason that the case is so strong that
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they can get no facts to fight it and will not wish to have attention drawn to it by remonstrance. I
speak of it because the magazine is sure to be rare rather soon. The editor tells me that it may be
discontinued in December, which means that this edition is small and back numbers hard to get.
They gave me no separates, and I could not afford to pay almost a dollar apiece to get them.
There is, by the way, one spot where there is an evident break: the editor undertook to tinker my
MS. and then paid no attention to my proof corrections—but it creates no errors of fact, so is
negligible.
{I heartily approve change fr. Kokadjo Lakes to Roach River, but have no information about
Roach. He must have been small.}
{Copy Greene}
September 29, 1934. Myron Avery to Henry Judkins
Dear Mr. Judkins:
I am very glad to have your letter of September 25th and to know that you have written Mr.
Sawyer. Since he knows of your willingness to help, he will get in touch with you at the first
opportunity.
If you have not received the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine from Bigelow to Katahdin
by now, let me know and we will send another copy.
CC: Mr. Sawyer
October 2, 1934. Paul Whitney, Director, U. S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, to Myron Avery
My dear Sir:
In reply to your letter of September 29, 1934, I wish to say that one of our field parties has
recently completed the reconnaissance for a proposed arc of triangulation in the central part of
Maine. One of the stations selected by this party is located on Joe Mary Mountain.
The report of the reconnaissance party states that the approximate elevation of the mountain as
determined by aneroid barometer is about 2,780 feet. A more accurate elevation of the mountain
will be determined by the measurement of vertical angles when the observations along this arc of
triangulation are made.
{Copy Greene, Gower, Leon Potter, Philbrick}
October 2, 1934. Myron Avery to The New England Quarterly
Gentlemen:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

225

Kindly advise me the cost of the September issue of the New England Quarterly which contains
Mrs. Eckstorm’s article on the Norridgewock Fight.
October 2, 1934. Myron Avery to George D. Carlisle
Dear Mr. Carlisle:
In the Bangor Commercial of September 13, 1934 I read an account of the 12-day Trip of the
Maine Boot and Saddle Club. The article spoke of trail clearing to be done next year. Particular
reference was made to the Hermitage, where Walter Greene opened side trails to the Gulf this
year.
I would like to get in touch with the officers of this organization so that I could learn what plans
they have for the development of the region. Any data which you can give me will be very
helpful.
I judge that you are the Carlisle who was with Shailer Philbrick in 1932.
October 2, 1934. Myron Avery to Ernest Lamb, Brookline, Mass.
Dear Mr. Lamb:
In the Bangor Commercial of September 13, 1934, I read an account of the 12-day Trip of the
Maine Boot and Saddle Club. The article spoke of trail clearing to be done next year. .
Particular reference was made to the Hermitage, where Walter Greene opened side trails to the
Gulf this year. This article referred to you as one of the sponsors of the Club.
As you may know, the Appalachian Trail, which is completed in Maine for 190 miles from
Katahdin to Sugarloaf, crosses the West Branch at the Hermitage.
I had thought that the activities of the two organizations would be of interest to each other and I
have written you at Brookline and Bangor on the chance that one letter might reach you.
I should like very much to learn of the contemplated activities of the Boot and Saddle Club.
October 4, 1934. George D. Carlisle, Phi Gamma Delta, Orono, Maine, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received your letter today and feel sure that the president of the Maine Boot and Saddle Club,
Mr. Ernest Lamb, 11 Garrison Road, Brookline, Mass. will be very glad to inform you of the
club’s plans in connection with the region around the Hermitage.
Mr. Lamb is a resident of Mass. but spends about five months of the year in Maine where he has
a home in Bangor, and is much interested in the country around Katahdin Iron Works in
connection with the riding club.
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I did spend some time with Shailer Philbrick in1932, and would like to be remembered to him.
October 4, 1934. Arthur Comey to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
I understand that you are having some sort of scrap with some of the A.M.C. officers and are not
particularly enthusiastic at helping the club out of any difficulties. Seeing things as you do,
I doubtless would feel as you do. On the other hand, 1 believe I am justified in appealing to you
as a personal matter, since it was largely on your recommendation that the Aeronautical
Engineering Co. was engaged to make the maps, and also you wrote me just after our first
difficulties arose with them had apparently been ironed out that you would have been glad to
help get results from them.
As you may know, this summer they claimed that the tracings sent them had shrunk unevenly so
that they did not scale correctly and sent the tracings back. My predecessor, John Olsen,
measured them and found that the discrepancies were so slight it would not affect reasonably
exact register and the tracings were returned. Moreover, we had actually accepted part of their
edition, which proves that the difference in scale of the various colors was not the seat of the
trouble, but the fact that the various colors were not always laid on in correct position, but had
slipped more or less. Some of the maps first sent up actually were way off, some even reversed,
etc.
They are of course legally bound to complete their work. They have accepted half the price for
the work, and it may be that it will cost them more than the remaining half to rectify their
mistakes and send the remainder of the edition to replace the spoiled maps, but they cannot
afford to have their reputation smirched by trying to avoid their legal responsibilities. I know that
you have been in close touch with them and have steered much other work their way besides the
present maps. I know you can help by talking it over and finding why the continued delay occurs.
They have not even answered letters written to them several weeks ago. Won't you please look
into it for me?
Yesterday 1 saw Violette, but Stubbs was away, and then flew for 4 hours in Violette's forestry
Dep't. plane, much of the time over the AT route, picking it up at Sandy Stream [sic] Ponds,
viewing the area thence to Saddleback (a fine bald ridge for part of it) thence towards Perham Jc.,
with Abraham a bit to the right, close to Sugarloaf, over Bigelow and Dead River, then cutting
across to The Forks and Moosehead lake, swinging back to pass over near Barren and the
Chairbacks, near Whitecap and Joe Marry,—-Mary— Merry, and on to Katahdin, returning via
Washington County. 1 took 8 photos of the mountains above- named, which if they come out (it
was rather hazy) might be useful for publicity. I am much enthused over Sawyer’s work, and all
the rest. I am continuing on the Maine planning work until March 15, and in the second six
months expect to play up recreation planning, state parks, and the trail (AT) as part of a
comprehensive program. Our department has already made a much more complete list of Maine
Mtns. than any before, and is gathering data on ascent routes of most of the interesting ones,
which the Development Com. proposes to publish.
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{Won’t you please let me hear from you quickly!}
October 4, 1934. Myron Avery to E. M. Hamlin, American Thread Co., Milo, Maine
Dear Mr. Hamlin:
Last summer I had the pleasure of traveling a very interesting section of the land owned, I
believe, by the American Thread Company. This was the Chairback-Barren Range over
Chairback, Columbus, Fourth, Third, and Barren Mountains. I noticed that on the south and east
side the range had been cut fairly close to the crest, but on the other side it was uncut timber. I
have heard that there are plans for lumbering on the other slope of the mountain and I had
thought that I would ask you if this was merely one of the rumors so current in the Maine woods,
or if lumber operations were to be resumed in this vicinity. If you can give me any information
on this score, I shall greatly appreciate it.
I traveled west on the Trail from Blanchard to Bigelow this summer. This has been the nearest I
have been to Milo for a number of years, but I still remember very well the weekend spent at
your house in Milo, although it was a great number of years ago.
Please remember me to Paul and Oscar.
October 5, 1934. Lewiston Sun article about Bates Outing Club “Completing” the blazing
of the Appalachian Trail. [This rather exaggerated account from the Bates student newsletter
fails to mention the game wardens who provided significant help to the Sawyer party, does not
mention that the route “pioneered” by the party had already been scouted by Comey and his
friends and the Eastern States group, and ignores the fact that no route had yet been blazed from
the Andover-B Hill Road to Grafton Notch, so this was clearly not “the last uncompleted section
of the Appalachian Trail”. They also did not ascend Saddleback Mt. at all. Sawyer did deliver a
very thorough and comprehensive report to Avery and they did blaze much of the route that had
not been physically marked before. The “Mysterious Mountain” bit is rather weird. Sawyer also
made very useful recommendations regarding alternative routes north of Elephant Mountain, one
of which—along the Bemis Mountain Range—became part of the A.T. in a 1957 relocation by
the Bates Outing Club.]
Bates Outing Club Completes Blazing of Appalachian Trail
Dr. William H. Sawyer, Jr., of the Bates Faculty and Members of Bates Outing Club Conclude
2,000-Mile Trail Beginning at Mt. Oglethorpe, Ga., and Ends on Mt. Katahdin—Party Discovers
Mysterious Mountain
The first fall issue of the Bates Student carries the following interesting account of the
adventures of Dr. Sawyer and several members of the Bates Outing club who immediately
following commencement in June undertook the job of scouting and blazing the last
uncompleted section of the Appalachian Trail, a footpath that starts from Mt. Oglethorpe, near
Atlanta, Ga., and finishes at the summit of Mt. Katahdin in Maine, a distance of two thousand
and fifty miles.
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

228

“During exam time last June Dr. Sawyer received communication from Myron H. Avery of the
United States Shipping Board and chairman of the board of directors of the Appalachian Trail
Conference. This first communication was an invitation for the Bates Outing Club to blaze and
scout this last section of the unfinished trail, and at a special meeting of the Board of Directors of
the Outing Club plans were made and the party decided on who were to make the trip.
Party Personnel. “Composing this group of trail blazers from Bates were Prof. William H.
Sawyer, Jr.; Samuel Fuller ’35. President of the Club; Harold Bailey ’36 Secretary; and Edward
Aldrich ’35. For a week they trudged over mountains, slept on the ground and in lumber camps,
carried heavy packs, and battled in vain the black flies and mosquitoes which were exceptionally
thick this year. The route took them over one of the thickest and most desolate sections of the
Maine woods.
Starting on the Andover-Upton highway near Old Spec Mountain, the party worked east to “C”
Pond at the edge of which they struggled up the steep slope of a rocky bluff to an elevation of
eleven hundred feet above the pond. The variety of scenes from this high rocky mass was
endless. So dense is the scrub brush and blow-down covering the sides of it that it is believed the
Bates group of hikers was the first of its size to ever reach the top. Individual fire or game
wardens have been there only once or twice.
Discover New Mountain. After “C” Pond had been left behind the group continued on to the
lower end of Richardson Lake, still leaving huge marks behind them on the tree trunks. From
here the party followed up a tote road that was being used for two miles. Again they plunged
into the thick forest and skirted what was thought to be Elephant Mountain. Here the party met
their hardest traveling, having many times to crawl on hands and knees or walk on the trunks of
blown-down trees at a speed of less than one mile per hour. Animal life was not in evidence in
this section as it was in other places. Also, a later check-up by Dr. Sawyer and a game warden
showed that this mountain was not Elephant Mountain nor was it marked on the map. This find
is to be reported to the State.
“At the end of the week the four hikers finished their scouting and blazing on the East shore of
Long Pond, a few miles south of the Rangeley Lakes, and at the bottom of Saddleback Mountain
where the completed Trail starts in again.
“Whenever possible the group marked out the route over old and used logging roads. Much pulp
wood is being cut in this section, and the party several times ate and slept at large lumber camps
which employ about seventy-five men. The section covered was poorly mapped and only an
inaccurate blueprint of some of the logging roads was to be had.”
The second mountain-climbing trip sponsored by the Bates Outing club this season took place
from Sept. 5 to the 8th when five members headed by the president climbed Mt. Washington and
North and South Baldface Mountains, climbing Washington by way of Tuckerman’s Ravine,
descending over the Lion’s Head Trail.
October 10, 1934. Myron Avery to Ernest Lamb
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Dear Mr. Lamb:
I am pleased to have your letter of October 8th. As a resident of the State, I am familiar with the
local situation. I happened to meet Mrs. Griswold at B Pond last year.
I am frequently in Boston and would like to have the opportunity of discussing with you matters
of common interest. We are also working on maps of the Trail route from Katahdin to Blanchard.
I will advise you when I am next in Boston.
October 15, 1934. Myron Avery to James W. Sewall
Dear Mr. Sewall:
Following out the suggestion of your recent letter, I am listing the work on the Appalachian Trail
in Maine which it seems to me could be handled by the Camps under your jurisdiction at the
places which you have specified. Some of these suggestions may not be practicable but I have
listed all which have occurred to me. All of the work is much needed and will be extremely
beneficial.
1. Nesowadnehunk Tote-road to Daicey Pond and around Daicey Pond to York’s Camps. This is
one of the roughest sections of the trail in Maine and would be greatly improved with work from
the Millinocket Camp. The distance is two miles.
2. From the Blanchard-Greenville Road to Moxie Bald Mountain, the Trail requires a good deal
of clearing. This is a Forest Service trail which follows the telephone wire from Bald Mountain
Pond, where a Camp site could be made, to the fire tower on Moxie Bald. Through the old
lumber works, the trail is badly over-grown and rough. It is extremely difficult to follow it in
some places. As a consequence, the telephone wire is badly grounded by vegetation. The Forest
Service may get some work done on this link. It presents a fire hazard by reason of the Moxie
fire of 1932 and a good cleared trail would seem to me to be much desired by the Forest Service.
On the other side of the mountain there is a dense growth of grass and bushes down to Moxie
Pond through the burned area. The proprietor of the Pond has promised to do some work on this.
I think that this side of the mountain would be harder to handle than the east side and in addition,
the telephone wire follows the Trail only on the east side.
3. As 1 pointed out in an earlier letter to Mr. Stubbs the arrangement at Bigelow where {?} the
detail of C.C.C. boys followed after Game Warden Helon Taylor and cleared and signed the trail
produced a very fine trail, particularly in the uncut spruce and fir growth on Bigelow. This is an
enormous range and has fine possibilities. My only criticism is that the C.C.C, detail of five
might be doubled and I did not like their plan of not attempting to cut out the raspberry bushes in
the old lumber area. From the Dead River Road to the summit of Bigelow, the trail which the
Forest Service telephone line follows is becoming ingrown and could be cut back with
considerable benefit. Plans for next year on Bigelow depend on what is accomplished
by the present C.C.C. detail, but all of the trails marked by Mr. Taylor certainly should he gone
over by this detail at least once. This includes the eight mile side trail from Stratton up to the
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Horns, where the A.T. turns down from the crest. In addition, due to the growth in the lumbered
over section on Bigelow, it is very important that, even if the C.C.C. detail succeeds in working
from Stratton Pond to the Horns (where they were working when I was there in September), this
region be gone over again next year. In fact, it is of the utmost importance that where the Trail
goes through a recently lumbered area, we utilize every opportunity to have those sections
cleaned out each year. This particularly applies to Bigelow and Abraham. Game Warden Taylor
strongly recommends, and I join with him, that a lean-to be built at Horns Pond. There is one at
Bigelow Col but a lean-to here would be most useful in connection with the side trail at Stratton
Ponds.
4. Sugarloaf. Game Warden Taylor has completed the Trail extension from Bigelow Village to
one mile beyond Sugarloaf. He expects to be able to cut through the virgin spruce and fir across
to Abraham this fall. In the same way that the C.C.C. Camps are working on Bigelow, it would
be of very considerable benefit to have them widen and cut out the Trail to Sugarloaf and beyond
to Abraham, where there is a Forest Service lookout. There is a burned area on Sugarloaf but I
do not imagine that, if the Trail has been once cleared by the C.C.C. Camps from Bigelow
Village to Abraham, there would be the same necessity for maintenance work as on the lumbered
south slopes of Bigelow.
5. Mt. Abraham. From the site of the old Barnjum Depot Camps on Orbeton Stream [sic.
Should read “on Perham Stream”] in the valley between Saddleback and Abraham, the Trail
follows an old Tote-road to the abandoned lumber camps at the base of the rock cone of
Abraham; beyond to the edge of the timber, the region was pretty well lumbered over. This is a
section—which like Bigelow, should not only be originally well cleared after the Game Wardens
have painted the route, but which should have the benefit—in the lumbered section—of being
gone over once from time to time. When I was in this section in September, we went from the
Depot Camps to the upper lumber camp, and I can say that this requires a great deal of work.
The distance from the old Barnjum Depot Camp site—which can be reached by automobile and
where the Game Wardens are building a new camp—to the rock ledge at the base of Abraham is
4 miles. It is approximately 5 miles from Bigelow Village to Sugarloaf and probably the same
distance, or slightly more, from Sugarloaf along the spruce and fir ridge to Abraham.
This arrangement of having the Game Wardens locate and blaze and roughly clear the Trail in
this section, with the C.C.C. detail coming along and widening and clearing it has produced a
very satisfactory Trail. The advantages of handling the matter this way are obvious. The Game
Wardens are carrying the Trail to the top of Saddleback from the east.
6. Saddleback. With the exception of one or two short links, the U.S.G.S. Rangeley sheet, the
advance copies of which will soon be issued, show a more or less continuous trail from
Saddleback down to Maine Highway 4. This is very close to your Rangeley Camp and I would
suggest that these four miles from the Highway to Saddleback could be made into a first class
trail which would afford an approach to Saddleback and this country from the Highway. At
present it is available only from Dead River Pond [now known as Saddleback Lake]. I should
think that the reopening of this old route would be a project which would interest the Forestry
Department.
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7. If you have had an opportunity to look over Mr. Sawyer’s report, you will have seen that from
Maine Highway 4 to the Andover-B Hill Road, the Trail is in existence for most of the way.
There is one point where the best route is still uncertain and Prof. Sawyer is to make another trip
this fall to determine the best procedure. This is how the Trail should be routed in the vicinity of
Old Blue Mountain. If we go up Bemis Brook, there would be a very considerable amount of
cutting involved. However, the use of the Rangeley Camp might obviate this problem. Another
suggested route is up the West Branch of Swift River and thence on to Old Blue and down the
lumber road from the sag at the north end of Old Blue to the Highway. Until the best route is
definitely located, we cannot state exactly what our land ownership problems will be in this
section. As you know, the difficulty lies in the attitude of the Brown Company, which the
Appalachian Mountain Club has found very reluctant to permit the building of trails in its
territory. The advantage of the Swift River route would lie in the fact that only in crossing Old
Blue would the trail route come within the territory of this Company. Mr. Stubbs has furnished a
list of the owners of the towns in this section (which I think was included with the data sent you;
if not, please advise me). If the trail on to Old Blue, where it was in the Brown Company land,
could be built as a C.C.C. project, it would seem to me to minimize the difficulty.
8. Baldpate. This leaves the section of the Trail from Grafton Notch over Baldpate to the
Andover-B Hill Road. We understand that there was an old trail onto Baldpate from Frye Bridge
on the east but that this can hardly be followed at the present time. This land is Brown Company
land. At the present time it is the one section of the Trail in Maine which has not been scouted
and where we have no interested parties to open or maintain it. Since it is probably not more
than ten miles between the two highways, it is perhaps a section to which you could devote some
attention. I am sorry to say that my data on this section is so meager that I can make no definite
recommendations. It would seem to me that in Grafton Notch the Trail should come out
opposite the Forest Service Trail to Old Speck. I have heard a great many suggestions about the
desirability of relocating the Trail from the Grafton Notch Road to Old Speck. This is due to
some extent to the lumbering now going on in that section. I do not know if Mr. Stubbs feels
that this is something which should be done or not. I merely mention it because, if such a
relocation is to be undertaken, it should be considered in connection with the Trail from Baldpate
down to the road, that is so they would take off at the same place.
The work in the Baldpate, Saddleback, and Old Blue sections may be particularly pertinent
suggestions, because of the accessibility of these regions from Rangeley. As soon as Mr. Sawyer
has completed his scouting in this region, we will have a definite recommendation as to how we
should treat the problem of Old Blue. If you have any means of obtaining any data or suggestion
in this rather unknown section, we would greatly appreciate it. It is our hope that the Bates
College Outing Club, which is very active under Mr. Sawyer’s direction, will undertake the
marking of the Trail from Maine Highway 4 to the Andover-B Hill Road. If they could be
assured of the construction of what was necessary around Old Blue, I think that the most difficult
parts of the problem would disappear and the Club be the more ready to undertake the work.
I would like to ask if you can give me specific information as to the extent to which the road has
been built from Kokadjo down into the West Branch of Pleasant River and what is intended with
this road. Is it to go through to Katahdin Iron Works? I understand that it is now down to
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Sherman’s Camps. Perhaps you know that Walter Greene this summer cut a series of blue-blazed
side trails to the most spectacular features of the Gulf.
Was the road from Patton to Grand Lake improved as to be passable by automobile? The same
query applies to the road from Stacyville to Hunts on the Penobscot East Branch.
If you will advise me as to whether or not you have the topographic maps of Dead River, Pierce
Pond, The Forks, Bingham, Stratton, Phillips, which deal with the area I have referred to, I will
arrange to have sent to you those which you may not have. I am also having sent a set of the
Trail Conference maps which fill in the gap between the topographic sheets and Katahdin.
There is one problem in connection with the Trail which is perhaps our most serious problem.
The Guide to the Trail in the Maine Woods states that the Attorney General of Maine has ruled
that parties camping out are not required to employ guides, if they are non-residents. However,
new legislation was passed subsequent to this opinion and the Attorney General now holds that a
non-resident who is camping and lights a fire in the woods must have a guide if he is to avoid a
violation of the statute. This is a very serious situation as far as the use of the Trail is concerned
by people who do not want to stay at sporting camps and in the western part of the State where
such camps are not available. For example, no food can be obtained between Dead River and
Orbeton Stream. Mr. Stubbs discussed the matter with the Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and
Game and I take it that this statute will not be stringently enforced. After all, it depends upon the
local wardens, and users of the Trail might well find themselves in difficulty. Mr. Stubbs
suggested that I prepare a list of places where camp sites would be established. I am attaching
hereto the list which I prepared for Mt. Stubbs, together with additional suggestions resulting
from my trip west from Blanchard this summer. It may well be that you would find it feasible to
have the C.C.C. camps build a lean-to and official Forest Service Camp site at some of the places
which I have indicated. In this list Monson, Blanchard, Caratunk, and Dead River are local
problems which the Forest Service could probably better handle. There is a Forest Service
Camp-ground in Bigelow Village at Campbell field one mile east of the Trail.
I appreciate that this is an extraordinarily long letter but it seemed desirable for me to go into
detail on all of these matters so that you would have the benefit of all of the information which
we possess. If I have not made any of these suggestions sufficiently clear, I would appreciate
your letting me know. I have assumed that you are generally familiar with all of this locality.
It would help if, after you have had an opportunity to consider the matter, you could let me know
what projects are recommended and what are approved so that we can concentrate our energies
upon the matters still remaining open.
October 19, 1934. Ernest Lamb to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I shall be very pleased to see you when you are in Boston, and wish that you would take lunch
with me at the University Club. If you will write and let me know a day or two before you arrive,
I will meet you at the club, where you can have me paged, at any time that is agreeable to you. I
History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine - 1934-Compiled by David Field - Page

233

wish you would also bring with you for lunch, any other friends that you would like to have
present.
I shall be out of town on the 26th of this month and also from the first to the fifth of November.
October 22, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
You will remember that I have written you once or twice about your using our blue print,
Katahdin to East Branch, as a large insert in IN THE MAINE WOODS. If you did so, I wanted
you to have the latest edition. Will you not be good enough to let me know if it does not seem to
be an excellent addition to IN THE MAINE WOODS? Our interest lies in the fact that we would
like to get the cut after it has been made.
October 22, 1934. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine
Dear Mr. Haynes:
I have just recently seen a copy of the folder of your Buck Horn Camps. As you may know, we
have issued several maps in connection with the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE. In looking over your folder, I noticed that we have made a very serious mistake in
locating your sporting camps on Upper Joe Mary Lake. I am enclosing one of the blueprint maps
and I wish to ask if you would draw in, at the correct location, your camps, and indicate any
trails around the lakes, not shown on the map.
I would particularly like to know if there is a trail connecting your camps with the telephone line,
west of the lakes. If there should not be any island at all in Upper Joe Mary Lake will you please
cross it out? We are having some corrections made on the map and as I will be away from
Washington for a month or so, I wish to ask if you would send the corrected tracing to Mr. Julian
Speyers, 510 Park Avenue, New York City. 1 enclose postage for this purpose.
We would very much appreciate your helping us correct the map and we will bear in mind to
send you a corrected blueprint. If you do not receive this in about a month and a half, it will be
because the matter has slipped my mind and I would appreciate your reminding me.
cc Speyers (2), Greene
October 23, 1934. Myron Avery to J. Phillips Dykes
Dear Mr. Dykes:
I was very much interested to read in the October 15, 1934 issue of the Portland Press Herald
that you have just completed a four months recreational survey of the State of Maine and are
preparing to transmit the report to the Governor. Although a resident of the State, I regret to say
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that I had not known of this project and the suggestions of this letter are therefore decidedly
belated.
It would seem desirable that your report should include, as a recreational resource, the
Appalachian Trail, which, as now constructed in Maine, extends from Mt. Katahdin to Mt.
Sugarloaf, a distance of 190 miles. It makes available the very finest of the Maine forests,
mountains, lakes and streams. The Trail has received very considerable publicity and a
Guidebook has been issued to the trail route. The project has received the endorsement of the
Maine Development Commission and the very active support of the Maine Forestry department.
You are undoubtedly aware of the extent to which the State of Vermont publicizes and issues
literature on the Long Trail of the Green Mountain Club. The Appalachian trail in Maine is,
from my observations, superior to the Long Trail, and, in addition, affords accommodations and
ease of travel which does not exist on the Long Trail. The Trail has made available a region of
the State hithertofore unfrequented. I should like to send to you a copy of the Guidebook and
publications on the trail, with a view of furnishing information which might be made a
supplement to your report. You will find Mr. Robert G. Stubbs, Forest Supervisor, Augusta,
Maine, very familiar with the project. The financial value of the Trail to the State may be
illustrated by a party of 18 from the Appalachian Mountain Club which spent two weeks on the
Trail this summer, spending $1800 in the State.
As I expect to be on the west coast for the next month, to prevent a delay in receiving these
publications, I would appreciate your sending your address to Miss Mary Jo Kempt, Appalachian
Trail Conference, Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C., so that she may send to you a copy
of the Guidebook to the Trail in Maine, as well as Publication No. 5 on the Appalachian Trail.
My specific suggestion as a recreational project would be that the State adopt the same attitude
as Vermont has toward its Long Trail, recognizing it as a recreational asset and promoting it as
such. I presume that you are familiar with the booklets on The Long Trail. If not, they can be
obtained from the State Chamber of Commerce at Rutland. If I knew where they should be sent,
I would ask the Chamber of Commerce to send them to you.
CC: Greene, Kempt, Comey, Stubbs
October 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
I am leaving tomorrow for the west coast. Walter Greene, whom I saw in New York, gave me
the enclosed clipping. I had not known of it before. I think it advisable to try and get some
mention made of the trail in Mr. Dykes’ report. I am handicapped by not knowing his address,
so I enclose a letter which I have written to him and wish you would be good enough to forward
it to him.
We have only 100 copies of the Maine Guide left to sell. The changes and additions are already
extensive. It seems to me that we should make a decided effort to get some help from the
Development Commission in the way of re-publishing this as literature descriptive of the State’s
recreational resources. In addition, to keep the trail adequately open and in a high class standard,
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we should have available as much as $150 or $200 each year. The amount of work required
would be beyond Greene’s volunteer efforts, but if he could hire good efficient labor we would
soon have the whole thing in first-class condition at very little expense. Greene gets splendid
results and watches the money very closely. The Conference has borne a great deal, but
ultimately this expense will have to be cared for locally.
Have you any suggestions as to how we should proceed along these lines? What is the set-up of
the Development Commission and who is the individual whom we should “sell” on this
proposition, in order to establish a budget of about $150 a year for trail work in the state.
Sewall’s letter seems very promising.
CC: Greene, Miss Kempt, Comey
November 12, 1934. Fred Clifford, Clifford’s Sporting Camps, to Myron Avery. [Very
difficult hand-written letter]
Dear Sir:
Your letter of Sept. 15th at hand. You asked about a new trail to McDougall’s. We have a sort
of a trail tho find [?] we went by the way of Stratton Pond which is a good long trail. The newest
way is across Doughnut Pond where you would need to ferry again and so far is ledgie, none of
them so good as down the Lake Stream as it is now. The big party was O.K. All nice and they
come when we could take care of them good and I am sure they were well satisfied. I wouldn’t
want any better people in camp. But the Philadelphia party nobody liked. They were awful sore
because we wasn’t across the lake to meet them. They come a day ahead of schedule and left
word to telephone us instead of calling themselves. It was a little windy and they couldn’t make
me hear and they went back up the hill and got a canoe we had there. They saw it when they
come down by, and come across the lake. They was pretty mad when they come a shore and
blamed them for every thing. I wasn’t their at the time. After they told them they hadn’t
telephoned us and we didn’t expect them until the next day, they calmed down a little but the
next morning one hung back of the rest of the crowd and went on the whole thing again to the
rest of the sports we had their was still blaming us. He or one of his single fellows this Dr [?]
was O.K. Good sport. They thought because they were on the trail nobody would listen. It’s a
little wonder after the way they talked to our help one of them was a high school teacher and told
them that no one call me and we didn’t look for them until the next day the date they gave us. I
didn’t charge them for coming across or for lugging the canoe a ½ mile uphill to the place they
found it.
He is a poor sport and woodsman and should keep out of the Woods. If you ever see him you
can give him this letter or the club he belongs to. We have been out of the Wood over a month.
I didn’t wait for the hunting. There is too much between fishing and deer and I wasn’t sure of
any one so cut out the chance. Had a good summer, did the best ever so far. I think it will be
better next year.
Do you expect to clear any on the trail up this way next season? If you do I could put on a little
extra help and clear out down the lake and to the river on the lower crossing at the Rivers and
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then cut the trees out as they fall across through the season. I could do it easier than you could,
being on the ground.
Has there been any thing come on about the trail? Some of them said they were going to speak
more or less on it. I have seen one write up about the trail in the Christian Science Monitor in
Sept. 25 over a general talk about trails. You should see the trail at Katahdin Brook now they
have a firstline camp 6 covered lunch ground and table and built fire places also 4 leantos with
fire places in front room for 8 or 10 in each to sleep. They have enlarged the trail a little and
cross the brook further up. They have cleared out this trail good and built lean-tos up further I
hear. I haven’t been up. They will work on the road from Millinocket more next year. They will
have their State road finished to the turn at Togue Pond road [?]. They have over a hundred C. C.
C. above Togue and will work all winter on the road on [??]. In a year or two they will go way
around this mountain. I guess I’ve told you all the news. I will close.
November 15, 1934. Harry Davis to Myron Avery
Dear Sir:
All your recent letters have been received with pleasure and I will also add that the information
they have contained is of interest and of value.
In regard to the Moxie Bald trail we did not do anything this fall only take off the fallen trees
from the telephone line. However I do plan to do some work on the trail from the old Dam to the
Look-out in the early spring. I cannot say now just how much we will do this depends on orders
from our head-quarters at Augusta but I am sure we will do some and at the time this is being
done I will paint more of the spots along the line from Blanchard up. While clearing the trail for
use of the Forest Service I will at same time help it out as much as I can for your purpose.
As to the map you sent along last spring I expected to do some forest work in the south section
but did not do this so will make a few corrections and return it even if late the corrections are
only small and not much of importance.
A lot of the map is a little out of the true position and if made perfectly correct would need to be
all gone over but most of the faulty parts are in the Auto Roads and source of the brooks and falls
and these things that are really of no great importance. I will lay out Marble pond and correct the
Childs falls and as to the roads which are mixed badly on lower portion I think better to leave as
they are not used so much as the forest portion. (I mean the roads around Blanchard and Monson
which are most of them wrong.) The most part of the forest map is very near correct.
There are however several small ponds that are not on the map and also some of the tote roads
(Blanchard to Spec. pond ) this road goes direct by some of the ponds I think thanksgiving [sic]
so if you wished to have the map corrected in detail I will take it to the several old timers here
that know all the small points and reline quite a lot of it. I have made only the corrections of
West bog, name only, hatch falls - correct position of Childs falls- Marble pond and brook.
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Some of the town lines are not in position, power line is off many brooks are not right and in fact
if you wished it correct in detail it would be quite a job but it is very good as it is.
If I can be of any service to you let me know.
November 15, 1934. Robert Stubbs to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I expect to be at home Sunday and I will look over what pictures I have covering the section
between Moxie Bald and Saddleback, and will send either the pictures or negatives right along to
you for your use.
Harry Davis has not done any work on the trail from Monson to Boundary Bald, but we will
surely do something on this next spring. Nor have we done anything on the trail up Whitecap,
but I think we can accomplish something here in the spring also.
Mr. Sewall is very much interested in promoting this Trail. He does not need any further urging
in the matter; in fact he is inclined to go ahead a little too fast sometimes.
Enclosed you will find a letterhead of the Maine Development Commission. Mr. Hazzard, of
Gardiner is a shoe manufacturer who is quite wealthy. Roberts, of Bar Harbor is in charge of the
Chamber of Commerce there, I believe. Scates is President of the Westbrook Trust Company, a
practical, level headed man, and an influential Democrat. Schnurle is a business man in Cape
Elizabeth, and a dealer in heavy construction material. Staples is Editor of the Lewiston Journal.
Stobie is Fish & Game Commissioner. Herbert L. ("Seube”), Swett is the Head of the Lakewood
Players in Skowhegan. Washburn is State Commissioner of Agriculture. Wentworth is a Hotel
man. I understand that Schnurle, Stobie, Swett, and Wentworth are the more active members.
Swett graduated from Bowdoin in 1901. Staples of course you may know is a very highly
esteemed editorial writer and columnist, and a Bowdoin graduate. In some of his editorials he
has shown strong support for the Trail movement in the State.
I would suggest that you approach Mr. Swett in this matter of support for the Trail.
I sent your letter along to Mr. Dykes in New York. He called on me in the office a few days ago
in my absence and left his card with the comment that he would call again. I presume you have
heard from him by this time.
November 16, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred A. Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
1 have been away on the West Coast and delayed in replying to your letter of October 24. We are
having a new tracing made of the Katahdin-Pleasant River map but I hope to send it to you
within the next month. I judge that you had no objection to my proposal that the Trail
Conference be permitted to have the plate after the cut was made and the map printed. The
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usefulness of the cut to us depends upon the extent of the reduction. I hope you can make this a
tip-in map and not reduce it to such an extent which will impair its usefulness. I think it will be a
real addition to In the Maine Woods. I hope that after you receive it you will be good enough to
let me know the extent of the proposed reduction before it is actually made.
I have sent you, under separate cover, a short illustrated territory [history?] on a region reached
by the B. & A. It is new territory not before referred to in IN THE MAINE WOODS.
As to material which we have submitted, you have Greene’s story, illustrated, on the Gulf of
Pleasant River.
I sent you earlier, at your request, a note on the Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Please return it as I want to correct it and bring it up-to-date.
As all these three articles are short and treat of different regions, I trust there will be no difficulty
in using the three.
I think I have already said that the Katahdin plates, which you are using, are now very much out
of date.
I enclose the customary list to receive copies of the 1935 IN THE MAINE WOODS.
CC: George M. Houghton
November 18, 1934. Myron Avery to Ronald Gower
Dear Ron:
I have at last had time to make a vicarious journey via your manuscript. I am sending it and a
carbon of this letter to Walter Greene as I know he will get a great kick out of this. I enjoyed it
hugely and profited by it.
As I see it your greatest deficiency in the article will be a map. To read a 120-mile travel trip
with only the knowledge that it was somewhere in Maine has its disadvantages. Then come the
illustrations. What do you have for that? A thing of this sort requires a little time-- to let one's
impression settle and definite impressions emerge from the base of details. This space you have
not had for you must have been driven to the job. I think it would have gone better to have used
Philbrick’s geological story on the Trail this issue and given you more time to get a map, photos
etc.
My comments are few and trivial. I make them with hesitation.
Page 1-Insert year and date of trip.
Page 2- Insert the name of the Club. Although few Bostonians know it, there are other Clubs and
some of them do things.
Page 2-Keep tells of this birch grove
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Page 5- Use singular of batteau and be careful when you use the plural, if you do.
Page 6— Big Sebattis
Page 11 and many places. Mtn. is the abbreviation for mountain. Mt. is Mount.
Page 19-As a footnote to the word building, refer to the two articles in IN THE MAINE
WOODS which tell the story of the Trail.
Page 13-- I fear you are not entirely clear on the West Branch Ponds--East Branch Link. The first
route would have gone south from Berry's to B Pond and then west along the low slope of White
Cap to Boudreau's. The present route is shorter and cuts off the triangle. The first route used old,
overgrown route--the only fire line from White Cap etc. In changing we kept out of that town.
The real trouble is between Joe Guy's and Boudreau's. You haven't any conception of what is in
that bowl. It was once pine, lumbered over and blown over. I think I can fairly say that Schairer
and I have seen plenty of scrub and blowdown areas and we know what hard travelling is. We
bore left from Guy’s. Walter and Jesse have been [Bottom of original page cut off.] of trying to
mark the route through. Berry hadn't been there for 20 years but he did his best. By going
straight toward White Cap and crossing that bowl we hit the Trail Walter and Jesse had roughed
toward B Pond. See the White Cap Map. Through all that mess I dragged the wheel. I got some
bad falls, bruises and was shaken up. This was a novel experience. So I say to you that that bowl
Between White Cap and Boardman Mountains is one of the most impossible tangles I have ever
seen.
There is no question of inadequate knowledge. That is Jessie Burns’ backyard. He has lived there
for years. Their only possible way through was a wet route. It is bad at best. The shortness of the
distance emphasizes the problem. Give us the money and we can open a dry route—yes. But it
means a month's work for one man—a succession of cutting out blowdowns and brush piles. It
would be tractor-like affair. Go through by sheer strength.
I see I have held forth at length on this. But the memory is vivid. I wanted you to have the
correct impression even if you don't write it. We need missionary effort--some group may
remedy this.
Is there any talk of repeating this or an extension next year. I asked Peabody. I would like to
know in planning our work. He said he intended to have it done again.
We are announcing a group trip down here going east in the last two weeks of August and hope
to pick up 10 or so.
By all means send copies of your story to the campowners. It would even have been of interest to
have sent them copies of the Bulletin telling of your lecture. Just have a letter from Clifford
praising your party.
Shall Be in Maine next month. Hope to stop off in Boston.
Please give me that letter telling the size of the…[Original page cut off.] I need it in working…
November 20, 1934. Myron Avery to The Secretary, Vermont Chamber of Commerce
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Dear Sir:
We are endeavoring to obtain from the Maine Development Commission more active support
and sponsoring of the link of the A.T. across Maine. It seems to me that it would be extremely
helpful if you could show the Maine Development Commission how the State of Vermont has
sponsored the Long Trail and the publications that it has issued in a connection therewith. I am
asking, therefore, if you can send a copy of what publications on the Long Trail, issued by the
State, are available, to the Maine Development Commission. The list is as follows:
Gov. Louis J. Brann, Augusta, Maine
Robert P. Hazzard, Gardiner, Maine
Tobias L. Roberts, Bar Harbor, Maine
John Clark Scates, Pres. Westbrook & Co., Westbrook, Me.
Harold F. Schnurle, Cape Elizabeth, Me.
Arthur G. Staples, Lewiston, Me.
George J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries & Game, Augusta, Me.
Herbert L. Swett, Skowhegan, Me.
Frank P. Washburn, Augusta, Me.
George J. Wentworth, Kennebunkport, Me.
We would be greatly indebted to you for any assistance in this connection.
CC: Greene
November 20, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert Stubbs
Dear Mr. Stubbs:
Many thanks for your letter of November 15th. The enclosed represents my efforts. I trust you
will approve and more, that it may have slight benefit.
I sent to each member of the Commission a copy of the Publication No. 5 (second edition) on the
Trail. I asked Mr. Hennessy to send each a copy of the 1934 IN THE MAINE WOODS and
asked the Vermont Chamber of Commerce to send its pamphlets showing how the trail has been
taken up by Vermont as a State matter.
No word from Mr. Dykes. Mr. Sewall certainly shows great interest and I hope we can
accomplish something through him. This is a sort of Bowdoin affair. Guy Ledbetter, now a
Doctor here, made a two-day trip to the Gulf last year for photos but met bad weather.
I shall be in Maine within the next 30 days and count on giving the A.T. talk before the Bates
and Portland Clubs.
CC: Greene
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November 21, 1934. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Myron:
Enclosed is the letter you requested. Hope it will do. I tried to make it sound completely
disinterested. Also enclosed are a couple of squibs for the Appalachia "various notes" section,
which may interest you.
The excursion committee have drafted me to work up a trip for next summer. Everyone seemed
to be well pleased with the last one. I think I will limit the next one to a maximum of ten days,
and figure a week's walk with three days to spare. The last trip was pretty steady plugging, too
much so for the average person, and had any trouble arisen, particularly on the first end, we
would have been forced to extend ourselves in order to get out on time, or else abandon part of
the schedule. Shall be pleased to learn about the ins and outs of the next section, camp
accommodations, capacities etc. Haven't decided positively yet, whether to go on, or repeat a part
of last year’s trip.
The talk came off fine, place was packed, people standing up in the back several rows deep, and
they all stayed despite my talking for over an hour and a half. Several tentatively registered for
whatever kind of a similar trip I might run next season. The Connecticut Chapter have asked me
to give the same talk at their annual meeting Dec. 8. May I have the slides again for this? I know
it is a bother, but it's all in a good cause, and gets the story over in the most effective way to the
people that it is most important to reach. The two map slides I sent back with your collection,
feeling that you would have more use for them than would we. You are quite welcome to them.
Don't worry about my joining "the opposition"; I think it a shame that such a condition should
have arisen. A little forbearance on both sides would undoubtedly have helped. Personal contact,
instead of correspondence, generally makes for better permanent relations; one can say things
without offence being taken, that look very rough in print. However, I think a great deal of both
of you, and am taking no sides. Shall be very glad to act as an intermediary between you, should
there be anything that you wish taken up with this end.
As to reprints of the article, Underhill said that owing to the limit of the Appalachia
appropriation being reached, he was having no reprints made for anybody in this issue. I suppose
if I paid him for them he couldn't very well refuse. If you want some I will find out if the usual
price of 6 cents per copy (I think that’s right) will obtain. Thought I would send full copies of the
issue to most of the camp-owners. The pictures we got are good. Had fifty slides made of them.
They supplement the ones you have. Any time you want to borrow them sing out to either
Charlie Warner or me. Sorry your corrections cannot be used. The final proofs have been
returned to the printer (Nov. 14). Some of them were corrected at that. The editor cut out about 2
1/2 pages altogether, a paragraph here and there. Such is life! Hope to write oftener, but if I don't,
do not get upset.
November 21, 1934. Ronald Gower to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
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The writer has recently returned from a 160-mile walking trip over the newly opened Maine link
of the Appalachian Trail. There were 18 people in our party, and we spent two weeks in going
from Katahdin to Blanchard, taking in all the side- trails.
We found the sporting camps very comfortable and the owners anxious to please. In this
connection it might be of interest to you to know that our party spent over $1200 on this
excursion (of which nearly $1000 went to the camp owners.)
May I congratulate you upon the general excellence of the trail, and the route selected for it. We
found the scenery beyond our expectations and marveled that we could be safe and comfortable
amid such remote and wild surroundings.
We hope that the remaining section of the trail yet uncompleted may be speedily put through, as
the Club is planning another similar excursion for next season, going forward from where we left
off this year. Please keep me informed as to the progress made, that our plans may be formulated
sufficiently in advance to give us time to take care of the many details attendant upon an
undertaking of this kind.
November 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Fred Clifford, Rainbow Lake Camps
Dear Mr. Clifford:
1 have your letter of November 12th. I am glad to hear from you and I appreciate your letters, for
they keep me informed as to what is going on. I hope you will continue to let me hear from you.
I am awfully sorry about that mix-up with the Philadelphia people. I knew Mr. and Mrs.
Kilpatrick. 1 am sure that if you had been there to have met those people when they arrived, that
with your smooth way of handling things they would have been quieted down and nothing more
would have been heard from the affair, but since there was nobody there but the "help” to hear
their grievances, that made the matter worse. I don't think that you will ever experience this
trouble again so we can forget about it. I think the whole difficulty was due to York's forgetting
to telephone. It is hard for some people to realize that the same attitude, as at a hotel, does not go
with sporting camps.
As to the trail maintenance, we have been giving some thought to that. It is obvious that it must
be worked on and fixed up next year. As you know, this Trail Conference is a voluntary affair
and nobody gets anything out of it except the fun of doing the work. Our Treasury consists of
$15 contributions from about 25 Clubs. This money is used for publicity, paying for markers and
paint, etc. For the past year and the next year, the Conference allocated $50 to maintenance work
in Maine because of the interest in that section of the Trail. Therefore we have got to stretch this
amount over the entire link. I am very glad that you have offered to go in with us and get this
section cleaned up and put in first-class shape. I live in the State and I know, as you do, how
things work. If your help got the idea that this is being paid by outside organizations, we won’t
get the same results as if they thought they were working for you and responsible to you.
Therefore, the only wise scheme is to have our part kept quiet and you handle just the same as if
you were doing it on your own. We can send $10 and if, as you say, you will duplicate this, the
total will be a pretty fair sum for getting the maintenance work done. What this section, from
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your Camps to the Dam, needs, is a complete clipping and cutting out of all of the small stuff. An
axe is hardly suitable for the small work. It Is difficult to get a woodsman to realize it, but the
most effective tool is a pair of 33" pruning shears for taking this small stuff. We could send a
pair. A good worker should be able to make three-quarters of a mile a day, or more. The amount
of money we have amply meets this requirement and the result should be a wide, clear trail.
In the summer time, when the bushes grow up, there is nothing to do but trim them down or have
them mowed. You might be able to stretch the funds so that a man could go down there for a
couple of days and knock down the worst of the summer growth.
Let me know how my suggestions strike you and in the spring we can send you the money and
you can get the job done as if it were your own.
I could not understand what these people meant by saying that you were cutting a new trail to
Nahmakanta. Your letter explains how they misunderstood the situation.
Mr. Gower gave an illustrated lecture before the Appalachian Mountain Club last November. He
has an article on his trip coming out in the December issue of Appalachia, which has a
circulation of 6,000. He particularly praises your camps. He plans, I think, to send copies to the
campowners. If you do not hear from him in January, write him for a copy (R. D, Gower, 155
Oakleigh Road, Newton, Massachusetts). We have had a number of stories in the Maine papers,
and "In the Maine Woods" should have some trail material.
cc: Greene
November 23, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
I have received your letter of November 20th. I am returning, corrected and shortened, the note
on the Guidebooks. The list of names to receive the 1935 IN THE MAINE WOODS and a short
story on the territory west of the B. & A. Railroad, will be sent to you in a couple of days.
We are to furnish you later, a final tracing of the KATAHDIN to EAST BRANCH map.
cc: Greene
{See latest as corrected March 1935 on Feb. 18.}
November 26, 1934. Myron Avery to Robert H. Haynes, Library, Harvard College
Dear Bob:
I received today the Atlantic issue of the 1935 Farmers Almanac. I believe it was intended to
send me the Maine edition. I have misplaced the editor’s address, so I am asking if you will
forward this letter to him with the suggestion that he let me have two copies. If one could be
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sent to Walter D. Greene, the Lambs Club, 128 West 44th St., New York, N.Y., I would
appreciate it.
November 26, 1934. Myron Avery to Shenandoah Publishing House, Inc.
Gentlemen:
Enclosed is manuscript supplementing and correcting GUIDE TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE. As our decision, as to the manner in which the manuscript is to be handled, depends
upon the cost, I am asking you to quote prices in several ways. You have, of course, under our
agreement, held type for this book. It will now be in order for you to destroy type for pages 5269 inclusive. Please continue to keep the remainder of the type. Please quote in lots of 800 and
500 as follows (state estimated number of printed pages on each estimate):
1. The 5 pages of supplementary material only.
2. The supplementary material (1) plus sections 12 to 16 inclusive typed, reading in both
directions.
(No cover except first page); last page of publication on A.T. to be added,)
3. Supplementary material (1), Sections 12 to 16 in both directions (2), plus reprinting guidebook
as corrected.
(We to furnish 5 insert maps)
4, Same as (3), plus addition of article on Geology of the Trail.
I understand that final remittance on the cost of printing GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL between the Housatonic and Susquehanna has been made.
Please also quote cost of 500 copies of the Trail Manual.
November 26, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred Hennessy
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
I am enclosing some photos of the Gulf, taken by Dr. Guy Leadbetter, whom you will recall as a
Maine resident and a noted Bowdoin athlete. These can be used to illustrate Greene’s article on
the Gulf, previously sent you.
cc: Greene
November 26, 1934 GUIDEBOOK AND MAPS OF THE MAINE WILDERNESS {original
carbon Hennessy, copy Greene}
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The editor of “In the Maine Woods” would be remiss if he failed to call the attention of the
readers of this publication to another source of information relating to the territory served by the
Bangor & Aroostook Railroad, in addition to the data relating to the Maine wilderness contained
in the annual issues of In the Maine Woods. This is GUIDE TO THE APPALACHAN TRAIL
IN MAINE, issued in the spring of 1934 by the Appalachian Trail Conference, whose activities
are making accessible and known the beauties of Maine’s lakes, streams and mountains through
the medium of the Appalachian Trail. Last year’s IN THE MAINE WOODS contained an
account of the marking of the trail route through Maine.
This Guidebook, entitled GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, contains 76
pages and furnishes detailed information for following the Appalachian Trail from Katahdin to
Mt. Bigelow, a distance of 173.5 miles. Two large, folded maps accompany the book. One is an
11 x 31 inch map showing the route of the trail from Katahdin to Mt. Bigelow; the other map, 11
x 16 inches, is a detailed contour map of the seldom-visited Chairback-Barren Range, prepared
by Dr. Shailer S. Philbrick. No maps have hithertofore been available for this region. The
Guidebook is 6 ½ by 4 ½ inches in size and is well suited for carrying in the pocket or the
knapsack of the hiker. It is printed in a clear, distinct type and is very readable. It contains
frequent references to the history and literature of the region through which the Trail passes. A
FOREWORD gives general advice and information about the Trail in Maine. Then follows a
chapter on Katahdin and its approaches. The Trail directions are given in detail from north to
south and are divided into sections, in accordance with available accommodations. A feature of
this 173.5 mile Trail is that, in a 17-day trek of the entire section, comfortable accommodations,
in the form of sporting camps, are available at the end of each day’s journey. The available
accommodations are listed in sequence. The book also contains an accumulative SUMMARY
OF DISTANCES to important points along the Trail and a BIBLIOGRAPHY of the literature
relating to the Trail in Maine. The publication of this Guidebook represents the first attempt to
make known the attractions of the Maine wilderness since the famous Hubbard & Farrar
Guidebooks and maps of half a century ago.
This book is one of a series of five Guidebooks to the entire Appalachian Trail; four have already
been published. It may be obtained (postpaid) by sending fifty cents to The Appalachian Trail
Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. It should be in the pack of every
visitor to the region through which the Trail passes. Of course, no hiker should attempt the Trail
without the benefit of this book.
As much a contribution to the frequenters of the Maine wilderness as is GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHAN TRAIL IN MAINE, subsequent to its appearance, still further progress has been
made. In the fall of 1934 the Appalachian Trail Conference supplemented its work in Maine by
preparing and issuing three large scale, detailed maps of the region traversed by the Trail.
Hithertofore, no accurate map has been available for these regions, which are also much
frequented by hunters and fishermen. The new maps are:
KATAHDIN TO PLEASANT RIVER EAST BRANCH (20” x 23”; 50 ¢)
WHITE CAP REGION—PLEASANT RIVER EAST BRANCH TO WEST
BRANCH (13” x 18”, partly contoured; with insert of “The Gulf”; 50 ¢)
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BODFISH SIDING TO MOXIE POND (18” x 18”; 35 ¢)
Together with the contour maps of the Barren-Chairback Region contained in the Guidebook, the
new maps cover the Trail from Katahdin to Moxie Pond. Beyond, the region traversed by the
Trail has been accurately mapped by the U. S. Geological Survey.
The Trail Conference is also preparing and will issue in the late spring a SUPPLEMENT to the
Guidebook. This will include the changes and developments in the Trail such as The Gulf, Joe
Mary and Bigelow sections. It will be sold at a cost of 0.20 postpaid.
November 28, 1934. W. H. Sawyer, Jr. to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your letter of a few days ago at hand; I am delighted that you will be able to come to Lewiston
and tell us about the A.T., and while here I shall, of course, expect you to be my guest.
Now, about the date. We shall wish, if it is possible, for you to come at a time when the whole
student body can come and attend your lecture. Our Xmas recess is from the noon of Dec. 19th
to the morning of Jan. 2nd. I have just consulted the "date book" and find that the only evenings
before Dec.19th that are not booked for something or other are those of Dec. 4th and 7th, both, I
judge from your letter, too close at hand. In January, however, the only evenings that are booked
are those of Jan. 4th, 9th, and 11th; the others at present are all free. In general, Thursday
evenings are more likely to be free for students than any other night in the week (fewer student
organizations hold their regular meetings on that night).
I am, therefore, suggesting that you choose some Thursday night in January, if such date can be
fitted into your schedule. Let me know as soon as you can, so that I may hold the date open for
you. Of course I realize that your itinerary may not allow so much choice; in which case we shall
have to do the best we can.
November 29, 1934. Myron Avery to Harry Davis
Dear Mr. Davis:
Thank you very much for your latter of November 15th. Mr. Stubbs has promised to have work
done next spring on the East side of Moxie Bald along the telephone line. In addition to
repainting the spots, as you observed, there is more required. If, through some oversight, you do
not get orders from Augusta next spring, please let me know so that I can take it up.
We appreciate your interest and the help you have given us.
1 have also received the corrected map which you sent back. I sent you, in late August, and I
presume that you received, a copy of this map which bears the date of October and was the map
entirely redrawn after Philbrlck finally determined how the town 1ine should run. You will
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notice extensive corrections also around Moxie Bald. If you did not receive this map, let me
know so that I can send you a copy. I will, of course, make the changes which you have indicated
on the latest tracing.
We want to make these maps as correct as possible. I think that you will find that the last edition
is a fairly good base, and if you want extra copies for the purpose of getting corrections, let me
know.
Mr. Gower gave a talk in Boston on his trip and has written a story for Appalachia. It will come
out in January and if he does not send you a reprint, remind me of it so that I can try to get a
copy.
November 30, 1934. Myron Avery to Herbert L. Swett, Skowhegan, Maine
Dear Mr. Swett:
Mr. Coe, of the Maine publicity Bureau, has just asked me to bring up to date the publication
"Climbing Mt. Katahdin", which I prepared last year for the Maine Development Commission.
Mr. Coe writes that the Development Commission will take up the matter of publicity for
Maine's recreational features at its meeting on December 3rd. Under such circumstances, I
thought it would be most desirable to ask you at this time to lay before the Development
Commission a matter which relates to the promotion of the very finest of the unequaled
recreational advantages of the State.
I have reference to the Appalachian Trail which is completed in Maine for a distance of 190
miles from Katahdin to Sugarloaf, the second highest mountain in the State. This is a part of the
2030 mile super-trail described in the publication "The Appalachian Trail”, a copy of which has
been sent to you. The Maine section of the Trail was first opened in 1933. That, within the short
space of its existence, it has proven to be a decided recreational asset to the State will be noticed
in the attached letter of November 21st from R. L. Gower, in which it is stated that a party of
eighteen spent two weeks on the Trail, spending over $1200 on the excursion. It will be noted
that a similar party plans to repeat this venture next year.
The Appalachian Trail is entirely an amateur project. It is developed and maintained-- elsewhere
than in Maine, by groups of hiking clubs federated in the Appalachian Trail Conference. These
Clubs open, mark, maintain, and develop the Trail and its side trails as a part of their program.
Due to Maine's peculiar situation, there are no hiking clubs or similar organizations available to
sponsor the project. It is this situation which makes precarious the continuance of this Trail as a
recreational asset of the State. The manner in which the Maine link has been developed, so far, is
described in the 1934 issue of "In the Maine Woods”, which I have asked be sent to you by the
Bangor and Aroostook Railroad. You will note that the Trail was marked through the efforts of
interested individuals. In many sections it was necessary to cut new links. The expense of
providing markers, paint, and local labor to cut the new links when necessary, was met by an
appropriation from the very limited funds of the Trail Conference.
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The Appalachian Trail Conference receives annually contributions of about $15.00 from some
twenty-five organizations which are affiliated In the Trail Conference. This sum is expended for
publicity, publications, and to encourage the work in sections where the unavoidable expense is
not cared for by local organizations. Because of the great interest in having the Trail in the State
of Maine, the Trail Conference devoted $50.00 each year from its budget. In addition, interested
individuals outside of the State made small contributions. However, this revenue for the support
of the Trail in Maine was merely a temporary expedient. There is a feeling among the hiking
organizations, outside of the State, that once the route has been opened and its value established,
the financial support required should be obtained locally. We have no quarrel with this point of
view but those of us who are interested in the Trail in Maine find it necessary to make a
concerted effort to place the Trail’s maintenance on a permanent basis.
This Trail route leads through an utter wilderness, making accessible the very finest of the Maine
woods, lakes, and mountains. By reason of its nature, it will require constant maintenance and
checking to insure the adequacy of its marking. To become lost from the Trail in the Maine
woods would be a very serious misadventure and unfortunate publicity for the State. With the
value of the Trail sufficiently demonstrated, it seemed to us entirely proper to ask the
Development Commission to consider the project and make provision for its future.
The Trail is already 190 miles long and plans have been developed to complete it to the New
Hampshire line. A yearly appropriation of $250 would permit proper supervision, maintenance
of the Trail, and some publicity. The work heretofore has been voluntary but this cannot be
expected in the future. It is our thought that local labor under careful supervision could be
utilized. In fact, along the route we have already contacts and information as to the individuals
who could be used and the manner in which the maintenance could be handled.
The Maine Development Commission, acting through Mr. Isola, Executive Secretary, endorsed
the Trail project on behalf of the State agencies before its construction was undertaken. The
assistance of Forest Commissioner Violette and his wardens has been invaluable; without it the
present work could not have been accomplished. Game wardens have also assisted materially in
the western part of the State. By reason of our close cooperation and assistance, it would be
entirely satisfactory to have the expenditure of any appropriated amounts subject to the
supervision of the Forestry Department.
Appreciating the necessity for Guidebook description to promote the use of the Trail by dint of
great financial, struggles and scraping, the Trail Conference issued the Guide to the Appalachian
Trail in Maine late last year. (I may say, in passing, that the sum of $40.00 which the Publicity
Bureau sent me for the rather extensive work required in preparing this booklet on Katahdin was
used to defray the cost of the maps in this Guide. I mention this to make clear that none of us
interested in the Trail receive in any way any financial compensation; in fact, we have borne all
of our own expenses on trips on which the Trail was marked or trail work done.) By reason of
changes in routes and extensions, such as side trails to Joe Mary and the Gulf, it is necessary to
issue a supplement to this Guidebook. Only a hundred copies now remain and at the end of the
summer season, a new edition, combining the supplement, should appear. This new edition
should include the three maps which cover a region for which previously no maps existed. I am
having sent you a copy of the Guidebook and the maps, with the request that you exhibit them to
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the Commission. I would like to point out that these maps are of very considerable value to
fishermen and hunters as well as to those who travel on the Trail.
There is ample precedent for State support of such a project. I have asked the Chamber of
Commerce of the State of Vermont to send to you the several booklets on the Long Trail of
Vermont which is published by the State. The Long Trail is maintained and developed by the
Green Mountain Club of Vermont, an organization of eleven hundred people each paying dues of
$3.00 a year. To my mind the Appalachian Trail in Maine is scenically the superior of the Long
Trail in Vermont. It further possesses the added attraction of traversing a more complete
wilderness, and paradoxically, being better suited for travel by reason of the unique arrangement
whereby accommodations may be found at the end of an easy day's travel along the entire
distance of the Trail from Katahdin to Bigelow. Vermont has no such feature. Maine, also, has
infinitely more lakes and streams than Vermont.
There is further precedent in that Mr. Isola secured through the Development Commission the
sum of $50.00 which met the expense of cutting the Trail through the virgin spruce and fir on the
Chairback-Barren Range which at one time seemed as if it would block the entire Trail project.
This was in 1932.
You will have in mind the rather considerable expenditure for this publication on Katahdin - one
mountain in Maine. The Appalachian Trail makes accessible some twenty-five mountains in the
State besides all of its woods and lakes. Publicity devoted to it covers a wide area in addition to
Katahdin. In other words, the Appalachian Trail covers a broad area through the finest of the
Maine wilderness.
I hope that what I have said will make clear that the Appalachian Trail is in no sense a private
enterprise. It is a recreational project donated to the State by those who find pleasure in traveling
its wilderness area. The Trail and the Guide itself are gratuitous pieces of advertising of Maine.
This publication is the first thing of its kind since the famous Hubbard and Farrar Guidebooks of
half a century ago.
You will agree with me that the average visitor to Katahdin who drives to the mountain - and
camps out - really spends very little in the State. This group of travelers on the Trail, I dare say,
brought as much money Into the State as all of the visitors to Katahdin last year.
If there should be any question on this matter, I will be glad if you would consult Forest
Commissioner Violette, or Forest Supervisor Stubbs, who have been of so much assistance to us.
I hope that my rather lengthy letter of explanation made clear that this Trail is a real recreational
asset of the State which has demonstrated its ability to produce a financial return to the State. I
hope it will be appreciated that it is necessary to place this volunteer work on some organized
basis and that this very small amount of money judicially used for trail maintenance - and
expended in the State - and further used for re-issuing the Guidebook, will appeal to the
Commission as a very productive form of expenditure, producing considerable return for the
small amount involved.
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In closing, I would like to say that I have no interest - financial or otherwise - in the matter other
than the fact that Maine is my State and I have naturally a very great interest in seeing her
recreational resources fully utilized. This Trail work is a hobby or recreation with me. My home
is at Lubec. I graduated from Bowdoin College in 1920, and by profession am an Admiralty
lawyer with the United States Shipping Board Merchant Fleet Corporation. While I was going to
College, I worked for the Forestry Department summers, and I would be very glad to refer you to
either Mr. Violette or to State Librarian Dunnack.
It May be that by reason of its set-up, the State Development Commission has no appropriation
which could be expended for the purposes outlined. In that event, this letter will, at least, serve to
familiarize the Commission with the exact nature of this project. If there is no appropriation
available to the Commission, may I suggest the possibility of having the Commission approve
the plan which I have outlined and request the proper Bureau to make the appropriation so that
this recreational asset may not be lost to the State.
I presume that you will have no objection to my forwarding a copy of my letter to you to the
other members of the Maine Development Commission.
December 3, 1934. Carroll Swan, Publisher, The Old Farmer’s Almanac, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
Mr. Haynes was kind enough to show me your letter, and I regret that you did not receive the
Maine Edition.
I have sent a copy to Walter D. Green at the Lambs Club and am sending you ten extra copies
under separate cover.
Mr. Haynes has told you how delighted we were with the fine article you wrote and may I add
my thanks to his for the fine job you did for us.
A little later you will receive an especially bound copy with your name stamped on the cover, so
you will know that it is very personal.
Again thanking you for what you did for us,
cc: Mr. Robert Haynes
December 4, 1934. Arthur Fogg to Myron Avery
Gentlemen:
In reply to your letter of the 19th ult. will say that after talking with the other members of our
executive board, we have come to the opinion that now would not be an advisable time to
arrange for a showing of the Appalachian Trail pictures.
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This does not mean that we would not be interested in seeing them, for a number of us would
enjoy seeing them, but our present situation is due to a number of factors. We have had an
unusually rainy fall. I think we had seven consecutive rainy week-ends. This meant that trip after
trip had to be cancelled. Consequently, we have not been able to get our group together as we
would have liked. As we do not have periodical meetings, our spirit right now is rather latent.
We feel that along toward spring when they are beginning to think about getting outdoors, the
interest would be higher.
We have no hall or projector, and it would mean that we would have to combine with the
Y.M.C.A or some other agency if one could be found, and we certainly would not want to plan
for this showing unless we could be assured of a decent audience. It would not be fair to the
speaker, and we do not think that this present time, coming as it does just before Christmas,
would prove a desirable choice.
Our group has been trying to establish a winter sports lodge on Ossipee Mt., and that project
seems to take up the attention and support just now. This, if put through successfully, will result
in a year-round lodge, but first there is a large amount of repairing to be done.
If you would be likely to be passing through Portland sometime in Feb., March, or April, I would
think that would prove to be a better time for showing the pictures. (We usually have our annual
banquet in February.) Meanwhile, I venture this suggestion:- If you do come to Lewiston, to
show the slides to the Bates Outing Club, would there be a possibility that some of us might
make the trip to Lewiston, to sit in on the lecture, and would we be welcome to attend? If you
think well of this idea, and have settled on a definite date for Lewiston we would be interested to
know what date, and whether day or evening.
December 10, 1934. Myron Avery to The Director, Coast & Geodetic Survey
Dear Sir:
A short time ago you furnished me with the information obtained this summer by a survey party
of Coast & Geodetic Survey as to the heighth of Joe Mary Mountain in Maine. This information
was to be used in connection with the Guidebook to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. In addition
to this mountain, undoubtedly elevations were obtained for a number of other Maine peaks. If
you should furnish such a list and the elevations, it would be of considerable assistance to us.
December 12, 1934. R. S. Patton, Director, U. S. Coast & Geodetic Survey, to Myron Avery
My dear Sir:
I wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of December 10, 1934, requesting the elevations of
mountain peaks in the vicinity of Joe Mary Mountain, Maine.
As explained to you in my letter of October 2, 1934, the elevation of Joe Mary Mountain which
was furnished to you was only an approximate elevation determined by our reconnaissance party.
Such parties do not ordinarily determine elevations, as the primary purpose of such work is the
selection of suitable sites for our triangulation stations with the main object that all adjacent
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stations be intervisible. Consequently we have no reliable information with regard to the
elevations of points in this region other than those which have already been furnished to you.
December 12, 1934. Julian R. Speyers, Park Avenue, N.Y., to Myron Avery
Dear Avery:
Here she is in all her glory! I have made no notations on the small map. Everything is on the big
tracing. Do what you like with it for the good of the A. P. T. but get it copyrighted (for the A. P.
T.) and give me and my friend Despres as much credit as possible. Believe me—one little line
on the damn thing represents hours—yes days, of hard tramping and piss work. If you want to
give it to B. & A. people—O.K. One thing I ask—you send me some copies back and later on—
the original. I hope you like it.
P. S. Make any changes in the tracing that you want.
December 13, 1934. John Holden, Bowdoin Outing Club, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
This is no official report, just a note to let you know that we still want to be of service to you in
completing the App. Trail. I have an excellent route scouted from Frye Brook to Baldpate north
summit and the trail above timber line is in good shape. So the only thing left is from the south
peak to Grafton Notch. This part has given us a lot of trouble. The only map I’ve been able to
get ahold of is the M. F. S. Rangeley District, which is neither accurate enough or detailed
enough to do me any good. Wright’s Trail mentioned in the Guide Book comes out much too far
south of the Spec. Trail to be useful. But if we run the trail straight down to the road from South
Peak extra climbing will be necessary owing to two fairly sizable ridges between there and the
road.
We have made three Sunday trips to Grafton this fall to complete the scouting. But once the fog
was so thick we couldn’t cut it with a knife and the other time we were blown out of the notch by
a blizzard. However, we did investigate the two ridges fairly thoroughly. There’s lumber slash
running to within a few hundred feet of the top of the first ridge, which would simplify the
bushing out to the tune of about ¾ of a mile. Also at the top of this ridge we found a cliff
overlooking the road and directly opposite some picturesque rock formations on Spec. This cliff
is about 150 yards south of the ideal route of the trail, but well worth including. From there a
short down hill stretch, another slight ridge, and a long hard climb thru very dense woods to the
top of another ridge which seemed to be the last one before the final slope. It was far too bad
weather all three times to give us any assurance that we were on the right route. All I am sure of
is that we were headed in the right direction. Bald Pate is really a range of mountains.
There is a great deal more interest in the Outing Club this year than there ever has been before.
And I feel reasonably sure that the thing will be permanent. We will make three or four trips to
Bear River White Cap next spring and if we meet with success as to weather I can guarantee you
a trail thru by June.
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If you ever had room for a well mannered and intelligent little boy on any of your trips this
winter get in touch with Richard Marsh, 3515 Lowell St. Washington, and if he goes along get
him to tell you about our trips to C Pond and Katahdin.
I am enclosing a “please return” letter which I should have taken care of months ago.
Sometime in the near future you may get a form letter to some “hand picked alumni” about a
$5.00 membership to the Bowdoin Outing Club. (We need money badly). But don’t consider
yourself black listed if you don’t answer it. Your contribution to all outing clubs has been far
greater than any money ever could be. And you can consider yourself a life member of this
organization as long as it (the B. O. C.) lasts.
December 17, 1934. Herbert L. Swett, Maine Publicity Bureau, to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:I have your letter of Nov. 30th a copy of which I understand you have sent to the other Members
of the Maine Development Commission, and 1 will see that this matter is taken up at the next
meeting of the Commission.
I have read with interest the pamphlets that you have sent me and personally I believe that the
Appalachian Trail is a recreational asset to the State of Maine, and I would like to see support
given this project.
I can however say to you that on our present budget and until next July 1st we have no funds. We
shall ask the Legislature for $250,000 instead of $50,000. a year for publicity purposes. There
has been a decided change in the sentiment of the people of Maine favorable to more money for
recreational development. I believe we will get from $100,000. to $150,000. We really cannot at
all properly carry on our work without at least $150,000. and it should be more. I really think the
best thing to do would be to await the action of the next Legislature, but I will sound it out at the
next meeting.
{Copy Torrey, Greene, Stubbs, Comey, Sewall, Schairer (Please send to Jackman.), Sawyer}
December 19, 1934. Myron Avery to R. S. Patton, Director, U. S. Coast and Geodetic
Survey. Reference 60-BJ.
My dear Mr. Patton:
Thank you for your letter of December 12th. The purpose of my inquiry was only to obtain the
approximate elevation for any stations which might have been determined by your
reconnaissance party. In other words, I wanted to know if Joe Mary Mountain was the exception,
or if approximate elevations had been determined for other points. I appreciate the fact that these
elevations are only approximate, but we would like to have the advantage of any information
which the Survey might have obtained.
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December 20, 1934. Myron Avery to John J. Cameron, Acting Executive Secretary,
Division of Geographic Names, Department of the Interior
Dear Mr. Cameron:
Thank you very much for the courtesy of your letter of December 15th, consulting me on the
names of Old Blue, Elephant and Hard Scrabble Mountains in Western Maine.
My interest in the matter grows out of the fact that the Appalachian Trail in Maine will cross
probably two of these peaks and we have several interested groups now scouting in this region,
and I expect, some time in the course of the next two years, to go into that territory. I have no
views on the matter and my only suggestion is that it is premature now to attempt to reach any
conclusion, but the whole matter should remain open for future investigation. In particular, the
topographers who do this quadrangle should be advised of the problem and accumulate local
information. Certainly, the information so far developed discloses a very definite difference of
opinion as to which mountain is Elephant. There is no question about Old Blue which appears on
the finished sheets. This name is locally accepted and quite proper to distinguish it from Blue
Mountain in Weld. There is no history for determining the other two, as they are in unmapped
areas.
I would suggest that you have Mr. Renwick furnish copies of both sides of the case. Professor
W.H. Sawyer, of' Bates College, Lewiston, turned in a report of the proposed trail route, in
which he reported the information that locally the mountain known as Elephant was not that, but
a mountain further north. Messrs. Comey and Edgerly of the Appalachian Mountain Club, who
had climbed in this section and used the nomenclature, took Professor Sawyer’s numerous
informants very much to task. They also had the Appalachian Mountain Club adopt their views.
This seems to me very much a case of the advocate acting as a judge. My suggestion - if one is
wished - is that the matter remain open until definite information can he procured. There is a
very real local controversy as to which is Elephant Mountain.
I should he glad to be of any further assistance.
cc W. A. Beaman, U. S. Geological Survey, Washington, D.C.
December 20, 1934. Myron Avery to John S. Holden, Bowdoin College
Dear Holden:
I am very glad Indeed to have your letter of December 13th. I know that you had made some
trips to Baldpate and I had begun to wonder what you had discovered. I am very glad to know of
your intention to continue to work on the problem and your feeling that you can probably open a
trail over the range by June. It looks as if this will care for our last problem in the State.
I appreciate that you were very much handicapped by the lack of a good map. You probably have
the Appalachian Mountain Club sheet for this section but I am enclosing it for what it is worth. I
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have been reading some accounts of the region in Farrar’s Guidebook to the Androscoggin. (See
this book in the library.) It is, as you say, a real range, and one that involves considerable labor.
I shall be very sure to take young Marsh out in the Blue Ridge and try to get him for our trip
January 13th. I am glad you mentioned it to me.
I expect to be in Maine some time in January and Professor Sawyer, of the Bates College, has
arranged for me to show the lantern slide lecture on the Appalachian Trail at Lewiston during
that time. I am not sure yet as to the definite date. I hope that you can get in touch with Sawyer at
some time as he knows this region.
On your Bowdoin Outing Club proposition, I suggest you try Dr. Guy W. Leadbetter, of
Washington, D.C. He has some good reels of Katahdin and went into the Gulf of Pleasant River
this summer to make some slides.
I shall be with you to the extent that my circumstances permit.
Let me hear from you from time to time as to developments. Perhaps I will have the opportunity
to see you when I am in Maine.
December 20, 1934. Myron Avery to Wilfred A. Hennessy, Bangor Chamber of Commerce
Dear Mr. Hennessy:
I am asking if you will do me the favor of writing me immediately so that I may determine what
is to be done in connection with the possible use of the map of the territory between Katahdin
and the East Branch, in the next issue of IN THE MAINE WOODS. I am sending you a copy of
the final revision of the tracing. This was volunteer work and done by a man who was then in
West Virginia. The lettering, you will note, is an entirely inadequate reproduction, as many of
the letters are closed. Undoubtedly, you will want to reduce the map by one-third if a plate is
made. I want to know if IN THE MAINE WOODS would care to stand the expense of making a
new tracing with enlarged lettering to take care of the reduction. I assume it could be done for
about $15.00. This would be for the purpose of having a plate made. We have found, in our
Guidebook work, that the cheaper process is to use the photo offset process of map making (see
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine). It might be cheaper to have the desired number of
maps made by this process rather than having a cut made. If you are interested, I can get our map
maker to give you quotations.
I would like to illustrate the story I sent you, by a small map. It would cost about $8.00 to get a
tracing. Before considering the matter, I would like to be sure that you intended to use this story,
as well as Greene’s account of The Gulf and the revised note on the Guidebook, which I recently
sent you.
Please let me know your wishes. Otherwise, I will not proceed with the matter.
cc Greene
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December 20, 1934. Myron Avery to The Call Studio, Dexter, Maine
Dear Sirs:
Mr. Greene, who has been of so much help to us in the Trail project in Maine, has suggested that
his newly opened side trails to the Gulf region would afford you an opportunity of obtaining
some very unusual photographs. We know that you have previously taken pictures in the
Pleasant River territory. Mr. Greene is to send you direct, a copy of an article which he recently
wrote for the Lewiston Sun on the Gulf. You may have seen it.
Recalling your many courtesies in permitting us to use your photographs, 1 have sent to you a set
of the maps developed by the Trail Conference for the trail route. You have, 1 believe, the copy
of the Guide-book.
We hope that, some time in the near future, you may be induced to follow some sections of this
route through the most interesting part of the State.
cc Greene
December 24, 1934. James W. Sewall to Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I acknowledge receipt of copies of your letters of the 19th and 20th inst.
On a preliminary outline of work of the CCC for next summer I have entered a proposal for the
whole trail. This has been questioned by Mr. Crosby A. Hoar who is the acting district forester of
Amherst, and who has the approval or disapproval of our projects. Mr. Hoar is personally
entirely sympathetic but he questions whether a trail around the mountain tops is to be classified
as fire protective. This classification is generally necessary for him to make approval, for private
land work under the CCC.
Mr. Hoar is probably ready to approve those sections of the trail for connecting mountain tops,
that is, to run through the timber although I am not positive but we might meet some criticism
further up in Washington. In order to make a fire line I have recommended that an [sic, any?]
inflammable debris be removed from the sides of the trail for a short distance on each side.
1 do not want to do any pruning or trimming but have this trail left in an entirely natural
condition. I do not think the removal of this debris will hurt that natural condition.
A bit later we will be making a definite lay-out of projects for the next summer’s period. At that
time I will put in the trail by sections and by camps.
This leads me to your letters from Mr. Sawyer and Mr. Holden.
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By all means it will help us if this reconnaissance work can be carried out this winter so that our
men will only have to work on actual trail making. If I can find time, which is doubtful, I will do
some of that work, but you cannot count on me very much.
I will be glad to talk with Mr. Sawyer and Mr. Holden at any time. Perhaps the three of us, with
proper maps, better get together.
How would it be for you to suggest that to them?
cc: Taylor, Stubbs, Holden, Sawyer, Greene, Schairer
1934 Article for In the Maine Woods
WESTWARD
by
Myron H. Avery
North Lubec, Maine
Last year’s In the Maine Woods {Footnote: See MAINE AND THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL,
In the Maine Woods , 1933, pp. 97-103 and MARKING THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN
MAINE, In the Maine Woods, 1934, pp. 19-32, by M. H. Avery.} told the story of the expedition,
which marked 119 miles of The Appalachian trail, from Katahdin to Blanchard. This was the
beginning of the Maine section of this super foot-trail, which is now completed, except for 80
miles in Maine and a similar distance in the Great Smokies, where the National Park Service is
building a new crest-line trail. Not content that this new section of the Trail should terminate at
Blanchard, Shailer S. Philbrick, with the aid of Elwood Lord and wardens of the Maine Forest
Service, had continued the marking some 53 miles farther to the summit of the well-known Mt.
Bigelow. Thereafter Game Warden Helon N. Taylor of Eustis had extended the Trail west over a
group of peaks, the highest in the State save for incomparable Katahdin and its satellites.
Thus the ever lengthening route had made its way westward--into new lands for the mountaineer
who seeks his recreation in the central Maine wilderness. And, in 1934, the route was open
before us across the State toward the lands of the setting sun. Thus one August morning in 1934,
I left the Bangor and Aroostook Railroad at Blanchard—the gateway to the Trail whether one
travels east or west. Ahead lay 5 days of travel over 100 miles of Trail. Blanchard today is
scarcely more than a crossroads with its church, Postoffice and a few scattered dwellings. Years
ago, before the big fire of 1900, Blanchard with its mills was a thriving community.
West of Blanchard, like an encircling fortress, stretched the long ridges of Russell Mountain. Its
northern spur, Breakneck Ridge, is surmounted by easy grades, then the Trail, after some 10
miles through a level, lumbered-over region, reaches the base of Moxie Bald Mountain. Its
ascent soon becomes rough and steep, in a fashion quite discouraging to encounter on the first
day away from the office. Eventually, one reaches the sag on the crest of Moxie Bald Mountain.
Only 2630 feet in height, this elongated bare ridge is a decided surprise. It is certainly Maine’s
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biggest “little mountain”. As the route leads south along the crest for half a mile over bare
ledges through scattered clumps of stunted spruce, one revels in the far-flung panorama. To the
east, directly below, is Bald Mountain Pond, an expansive attractive body of water quite different
in appearance from the shallow, rock and weed-strewn outlet arm, which the Trail crossed earlier
in the day. Immediately below, to the west, and a barrier across the route is the long, narrow
Moxie Pond. This is a curious name. My first inquiries into its origin brought no more
satisfactory response than that it was probably named for the beverage. Early maps used the
form “Moxis” and one writer in 1844 said that it was named for an Indian.
{Footnote: “See LETTERS FROM A LANDSCAPE PAINTER by Charles Lanman (1844), p.
150. ‘Emptying into the Kennebeck, a few miles north of the Forks, is a superb mountain-stream,
named Moxy, after an Indian who was there drowned.’ “}
In a low sag on the crest is a comfortable log cabin, the abode of Fire Warden Taylor. Here, with
the hospitality of the fire warden, the first day’s journey should have ended. Just a short time
before, three hikers on the Trail, underestimating the east side of Bald Mountain, had left the
dam at the foot of the Pond with a flashlight about as potent as a firefly, and had spent the next
six hours climbing the mountain. I had been more fortunate and after a visit to the fire tower, a
third of a mile away over a blue-blazed side trail, I turned down the west slope toward the
commodious Troutdale Cabins at the Narrows on Moxie Pond. The next three miles of Trail
could well be omitted. They serve only as a monumental lesson of a moment’s carelessness with
fire in the forest. Through this region, two years before, had swept the disastrous Moxie fire
which had burned some four miles on a four mile front. Dead, bleak like skeletons, the gaunt
trees are the tombstones of this forest tragedy. Beneath, a dense growth of grass and bushes has
almost obliterated the route. It is with a decided feeling of relief, at the shore of Moxie Pond,
that one turns north on the Trail through a beautiful pine grove, a vivid reminder of what has
been lost to this region. The Troutdale Cabins, which afforded my first night’s bivouac, are most
attractively located and extremely comfortable. They have been long frequented. To the south is
the interesting mass of Moxie Mountain {Footnote: “See MOXIE MOUNTAIN’S JEST by
Arthur MacDougall, Jr., The National Sportsman, July, 1933.”} with several high lying ponds
with trout of fabulous size. The 95 foot falls near the outlet had, sixty years before, commended
sufficient fame to warrant Lucius L. Hubbard’s including a picture of the Falls in his classic
Guidebook of the Maine wilderness. {Footnote: “GUIDE TO MOOSHEAD LAKE AND
NORTHERN MAINE, by Lucius L. Hubbard, 4th ed., 1889, p. 176.”}
The next day’s journey leads over the central peak of Pleasant Pond Mountain (2480 ft.) with its
intermittently occupied Forest Service Lookout tower. At its west base is Pleasant Pond—very
appropriately named, for its water is of extreme clearness. Three miles of dirt road lead from the
Pond to the Kennebec River but this road affords rare compensation for its otherwise
uninteresting travel. To the west is an extraordinary view. With a startling clearness loom the
twin peaks of Bigelow; only slightly lower and similar in shape are the two Horns of Bigelow.
Nearby, to the south, is the perfectly symmetrical cone of Sugarloaf (4237 ft.), Maine’s second
highest mountain. Then, from a low sag at the south base of Sugarloaf’s cone, rises a long level
ridge, which is Mount Abraham (4049 ft.). To the south, above the town of Salem, the range
terminates abruptly. These peaks—distant two day’s travel—are the lodestones of our journey.
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Ralph Sterling’s Hotel at Caratunk, on the banks of the Kennebec River, furnishes
accommodations for the next day and a means of obtaining the fourth canoe ferry on the Trail
route in Maine. At the Kennebec we are indeed on an historic trail. Through here went Benedict
Arnold’s gallant but ill-fated march across the Maine wilderness to attack Quebec in the dead of
winter. The hardships of this daring campaign are graphically told in ARUNDEL, by Kenneth
Roberts. Had this expedition succeeded, Benedict Arnold might well have been the hero of the
American Revolution instead of its despised Judas. Like Arnold’s route, instead of following the
circuitous, semi-circular course of Dead River, the Appalachian Trail sought a direct route across
the “Great Bend” of the Dead River, as it appears on the early maps. Originally the Appalachian
Trail, as laid out in 1933, approximated the Arnold route past the Three Carry Ponds—East,
Middle and West—with the most attractively situated Steele’s Camps at East Carry Pond and a
superb view north from the old field at West Carry Pond. I followed this route. However,
maintenance difficulties and a flooding out of a part of the Trail by the raising of the Wyman
Lake flowage on the Kennebec River made it evident that a change of route was required.
Subsequently Game Warden Taylor and Chief Fire Warden Sterling developed a through route,
past the lower end of Pierce Pond, which now serves as the Trail from Caratunk to Dead River.
Sterling’s Sporting Camps at Pierce Pond provide accommodations and a base for many
interesting side trips. A forest fire is not always without some compensation, for the old toteroads used again in the Black Brook fire of 1934, afforded the clues which made this relocation
feasible.
Dead River Village (1149 ft.) is a group of a few scattered houses on the flat plain between the
meandering course of the river and the abrupt rise of the Bigelow Range to the south. As to the
views from Mt. Bigelow, I can only quote from the restrained description of GUIDE TO THE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE:
“For magnificence of outlook over the wild rugged Maine wilderness with its peaks,
glistening ponds and meandering streams, occasional clearings in the Forest, the view
here is perhaps unequalled in the state.”
For when Taylor and I began our traverse of the range, the mountain was wreathed with fog. On
the crest we met a driving rain and low scudding clouds. The Bigelow Range is enormous. The
Appalachian Trail over it is 15 miles in length, and where the Appalachian Trail turns south from
the range, an eight mile blue-blazed side trail continues along Mt. Bigelow west to Stratton
Village. With the exception of Katahdin, Bigelow is easily the outstanding mountain group of
the state. Hithertofore only the two main summits had been accessible but Game Warden
Taylor’s extension of the Appalachian Trail has opened up the entire range. It is, however, a
mountain for a trip not of one day but of many. With my appreciation of Bigelow restricted by
the sea of fog and rain through which we traveled, I can hardly do full justice to the Bigelow
Range. From Dead River Village the Trail climbs, past the Cascades, to a sag on the crest. To
the east stretches, for some five or six miles, the trailless, narrow crest of Little Bigelow. At the
sag a blue-blazed side trail leads to Old Man’s Head. What the profile is, I do not know. I
followed the blue blazes to open ledges; from sheer below, for a seemingly endless distance,
boiled up a sea of clouds. From the sag the Trail leads west to the steel firetower on the East
Peak (4088 ft.). Here, in the steel structure at the base of the tower, we found a momentary
respite from the fury of the storm. Beyond, the Trail descends almost half a mile to the Col with
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the watchman’s cabin, spring and an open lean-to constructed in 1933 by the C.C.C. From the
Col we climbed steeply to the open, twin West Peak (4150 ft.). A short distance beyond, the
Trail entered a dense mature spruce and fir growth which gave an effective shelter from the
storm. Close to the crest the trail led west for three miles to the bare summit of the South Horn.
The two Horns, set athwart the Range, are miniature duplicates of the main peaks. From the
South Horn the Trail descends steeply to the Tarn or the Horns Pond, lying close to the crest of
the range. Here in a lull in the storm, we ate. The scene was eery. Fog, driving across the pond,
now momentarily disclosing glimpses of its steep forest-clad shores and now blotting its black
waters from view, created an indescribable impression of unreality and utter loneliness. Here,
Taylor’s eight-mile side trail to Stratton leaves the main Trail. This side trail goes by Cranberry
Peak Pond, another mountain crest pond, Cranberry Peak (3213 ft.) and such other interesting
features as The Cave and Arnold’s Well. From the Tarn the Trail descended gradually—and
seemingly endlessly—down lumbered slopes to Stratton Pond and then over a low ridge to the
hamlet of Bigelow Village (1305 ft.) on Maine Highway 27, which forms the southern boundary
of the Bigelow Range. Some time I hope to be fortunate enough to appreciate the majesty of this
range from above as well as from below.
Taylor had already continued the Appalachian Trail to the cone of Sugarloaf and, with the
assistance of Game Wardens Smart and Phillips, is now extending the route along the dense and
fir grown ridge between Sugarloaf and the bare rock ridge from which rises the fire tower on Mt.
Abraham. Beyond Abraham, the route bears west across the broad valley of Orbeton Stream
towards Saddleback, standing guard over the Rangeley Lakes.
Sugarloaf was wreathed with fog when we left the game warden’s camp on Carrabassett River
the next morning, so we approached Abraham from the south at the abandoned lumbering
community of Barnjum. The game wardens had reopened a link in the Appalachian Trail, the
old route to the upper lumber camps on the plateau at the base of the bare rock ridge. As we
reached these camps I knew that this year’s travels were at an end. There was hardly time
enough to reach the train at Rumford. But, if ever there was the beginning of a trail trip, rather
than the end, it was here. Above loomed the long bare ridge of Mt. Abraham. The fire tower on
the summit seemed less than two miles away. The route was open and then it would lead north
along the ridge to Sugarloaf and Bigelow. To the west, over a broad valley, loomed the next
objective, Saddleback. It, too, is a massive ridge with the “saddle” very conspicuous. The Horn
(4023 ft.), Saddleback Jr. (3640 ft.) and its innumerable ridges and spurs stood out in a
distinctive fashion. I had reached perhaps the most super groups of Maine’s wilderness peaks
only to turn back at their very border. Another year and the Trail will lead still farther west
through these lands. As we turned back and plunged down into the woods, shutting out all these
peaks from view, we could, to some small degree, appreciate the feeling of Delmore Brown
{Footnote: “The Conquest of McKinley.”} as in 1912 he turned back in a blizzard just below the
crest of Mt. McKinley with a realization that its conquest had eluded him by a hair’s breadth:
“As I brushed the frost from my glasses and squinted upward through the stinging snow I saw a
sight that will haunt me to my dying day. The slope above me was no longer steep. That was all
I could see. What I mean I will never know for certain—all I can say is that we were close to the
top.”
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{Footnote: “Trail description for this section of the Trail, reading in both directions, is contained
in the SUPPLEMENT to the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, obtainable
from the Appalachian Trail Conference, 901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D.C. (20¢). The
trip here described may be made easily in seven days. Accommodations are available at: (1) Fire
Warden’s Camp, Moxie Bald Mtn.; (2) Troutdale Cabins; (3) Sterling’s Hotel Caratunk; (4)
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps; (5) Dead River—P.O., Bert Witham’s or Ledge House; (6) leanto on Mt. Bigelow; (7) Bigelow Village—(Remmick’s Camps—no meals). A long, hard day over
Sugarloaf and Mt. Abraham will lead to accommodations at Roderick’s on the road, a mile west
of Barnjum.
Maine Fire Law
REVISED STATUTES OF MAINE-1930, Chapter 38. Page 674.
Sec. 51. NON-RESIDENTS SHALL NOT KINDLE FIRES, EXCEPT IN PUBLIC CAMP
SITES, NOR HUNT IN UNORGANIZED TOWNSHIPS UNLESS IN CHARGE OF A
REGISTERED GUIDE. 1929, c, 331, Sec. 51. Non-residents shall not enter upon any
unorganized townships, except public camp sites maintained by the Maine forestry department,
during the months of May to December, and kindle fires thereon while camping or engaged in
fishing or hunting without being in charge of a registered guide, or engaged in hunting in such
territory, during the open season without being in charge of a registered guide and no such guide
shall at the same time guide or be employed by more than five non-residents in hunting.
LAWS OF MAINE—1933, PAGE 212.
CHAPTER 76
AN ACT Relative to Non-Residents Kindling Fires and Employment of Guides.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE PEOPLE OP THE STATE OF MAINE, as follows:
R.S., c. 38, Sec. 51, amended. Section 51 of chapter 38 of the revised statutes is hereby repealed
and the following enacted in place thereof:
Sec. 51. KINDLING OF FIRES BY NON-RESIDENTS, REGULATED.- Non-residents shall
not kindle fires upon any unorganized township, while engaged in camping, fishing or hunting
from May 1st to November 1st, without being in charge of a registered guide, except, at public
camp sites maintained by the forestry department. No guide shall at the same time guide or be
employed by more than 5 non-residents in hunting.
Approved March 14, 1933.
LAWS OF MAINE—1933, INLAND FISH AND GAME LAWS
Biennial Revision.
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Sec. 109-A. Biennial revision of "Fish and Game" laws, 1931, c. 104. As soon as practicable
after the adjournment of the legislature, the reviser of statutes, with the assistance of the
commissioner, shall issue a revision of all the public laws relating to inland fisheries and game.
This revision shall take the place of chapter 38 of the revised statutes of 1930 and all acts or parts
of acts amending said chapter. It may be cited as "chapter 38 of the revised statutes", and each
revision shall replace the previous revision. The revision shall be printed in a pamphlet of the
same sized pages as the laws of the state, and the printing and distribution thereof shall be the
same as in the case of the biennial laws; except that the commissioner may issue as many extra
copies of the said chapter 38 in whatever size pamphlet seems best to him as he deems necessary
or helpful to inform the people as to the fish and game laws.
MAINE A. T. DISTANCES
Katahdin to Blanchard
(To be corrected by relocation at Pleasant River East Branch.)
(Includes Rainbow (.5 m.) and West branch Ferry (.05 m.).)
Blanchard to Moxie Section 12
Moxie Pond
Moxie to Kennebec Section 13
Kennebec River
Kennebec to P. P. Section 14
P. P. to Dead River Section 15
Dead River to Bigelow Village & Sugarloaf Trail Section 16
Sugarloaf Trail to junction of Barnjum R. R. & East Madrid Road

118.7
.2 (Katahdin)
118.50
16.75
.20 (ferry)
11.27
.20 (ferry)
3.48
15.57
14.92
180.89

SIGNS FOR THE A.T. IN MAINE
1.
Blanchard Crossroads
A.T. →
Moxie Bald Fire Tower (2630 ft.) 12.23 m.
Moxie Pond 16.75 m.
2.
At .86 m. (Sec. 12, N. to S.)
A.T. →
Bald Mtn. Pond Dam 7.36 m.

8.
6.05 m. Mosquito Tote-road
(Section 13, N. to S.)
A.T. →
Pleasant Pond Mtn. (2486 ft.) 1.53 m.

9.
At 11.22 m. (Section 13 N. to S.)
←A.T.
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps 3.48 m.
Dead River P.O.
19.05 m.
3.
10.
At Dead River Post Office.
←Fire Tower (2630 ft.) .33 m.
←A.T.
Sterling’s Pierce Pond Camps 15.57 m.
Kennebec River
3.48 m. [sic]
4.
11.
At Dead River Post Office.
A.T. →
A.T. →
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Troutdale Cabins (Moxie Pond)

4.85 m.

3 and 4 at Watchman’s Camp 11.92 m.

5.

At Troutdale Cabins
A.T. →
Moxie Bald Fire Tower 5.18 m.
Katahdin
135.25 m.
6.
On railroad (Section 13) 1 m.
A.T. →
Pleasant Pond Mtn. (2480 ft.)
7.

3.84 m.

Bigelow Fire Station (4150 ft.) 4.62 m.
12.
Section 15 (N. to S.) at 1.4 m.
←A.T.
East Peak (4083 ft.)
3.22 m.
West Peak (4150 ft.)
3.95 m.
North Horn (3831 ft.)
6
m.
Bigelow Village
13.18 m.
13.

At Col Bigelow, 5 m.
A.T.
Fire Tower
←Me. Highway
←West Peak
Bigelow Range Trail
At Col Bigelow, 5 m.
The Parsons Trail
Maine Highway 16.

.38 m.
8.6 m.
.35 m.
5 m.

2.74 m. →

14.
At 4.68 {Section 13}
Section 14 (N. to S.) 8 m.
A.T.
{Junction of A.T. & Bigelow Range Trail}
A.T.
U. S. Route 201
6.59 m. →
Me. Highway 16
–
6.6 m. →
Troutdale {Cabins}
←4.68 m.
←Bigelow Village
6.58 m.
14.
{Junction of A.T. & Bigelow Range Trail}
←Bigelow Range Trail
To Cranberry Peak Pond
m.
To Cranberry Peak (3213 ft.)
m.
The Cave, Arnolds’ Well, First Ledges
And to Arnold Inn, Stratton, Me.
Highway 27
m.
15.
A.T. →
East Peak (4088 ft.)
9.96 m.
Bigelow Range Trail
6.58 m.
To Cranberry Peak and Stratton
m.
16.
A.T. →
Sugarloaf (4237 ft.)
m.
Spaulding Mtn. (3988 ft.)
m.
Mt. Abraham (4049 ft.)
m.
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Barnjum Depot Site

m.

{Nos. 15 & 16 at Bigelow Village}
17.
←A.T.
Barnjum Depot Site
Mt. Abraham (4049 ft.)
Sugarloaf (4237 ft.)
Bigelow Village
18.
A.T. →
Saddleback Mtn.
Maine Highway 4

m.
m.
m.
m.
m.
m.

Nos. 17 and 18 at Junction railroad and East Madrid road.
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